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Opening Soon!  
1515 Newport Avenue, Pawtucket

NOW HIRING ALL SHIFTS
No experience necessary

Email resume to
pbeale@honeydewdonuts.com 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30, Sat. 8-12 | 401-431-2190 ext. 8
141 Narragansett Park Dr., East Providence, RI 02916

(behind E.P. 10 Cinema)
See our new website:

www.thomsenfoodservice.com
“like” us on Facebook and “follow” us on Twitter

End of Summer Cook-out Supplies

Open to
the Public

Marketplace

Saugy’s
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Sliced Cheese

Plates
Cups
Bowls

THIS FRIDAY! Only in The Times
EVENT GUIDE 21

ST
 A

NNIV
ER

SA
RY

SE
PT

EM
BER

1 
- 3

0,
 2

01
9

This Special Edition 
will take you INSIDE 
the Festival with...

	 •	Event	Schedules
	 •	Directions	&	Parking	
						Information
	 •	Coverage	of	Events
	 •	Photos
	 			&	Much	More!!

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Care New En-
gland, the owner of Memorial Hospital 
of Rhode Island, has reached an agree-
ment to sell a portion of the hospital 
campus to a New York City-based de-
veloper.

A spokesman for Care New En-
gland on Tuesday morning confirmed 
what was first reported by WPRI-TV 
on Monday evening – that the hospi-
tal group had reached a purchase-and-
sale agreement with the New York 
City-based Lockwood Development 
Partners in the hopes of converting a 
portion of the Brewster Street land into 
a wellness and residential facility for 
military veterans.

The CNE spokesman said he could 
confirm the WPRI report but could 
not “get into additional details,” say-
ing more information is expected to be 
available after the Labor Day holiday.

According to WPRI, Lockwood De-
velopment Partners plans to buy about 
half the land on the 13.4-acre Memorial 
Hospital campus, and all the old hospi-
tal buildings except for the ambulatory 
facilities, from CNE to convert into a 
facility for veterans.

The hospital campus on Brewster 
Street is 13.4 acres or 597,000 total 
square feet. Care New England current-
ly uses 97,000 square feet of the entire 
campus, or 6.7 acres, for ambulatory 
patient care, as half of the campus is 
for patients and staff parking. The re-
maining 6.7 acres – the other half of the 
campus – exists as potential redevelop-
ment opportunities, along with 500,000 
square feet of vacant buildings.

CNE CEO and President Dr. James 

E. Fanale told Providence Business 
News last week that the Memorial cam-
pus was costing the chain $2-3 million 
per year in maintenance expenses, and 
that negotiations to sell off part of the 
facility were ongoing. In the same in-
terview, Fanale said CNE’s “express 
care” clinics at the site are busy and 
growing.

Memorial’s emergency department 
closed in January 2018 following the 
Rhode Island Department of Health’s 
approval of CNE’s plan to shutter the 
department at the 294-bed community 
hospital.

The Lockwood Development Group 
was introduced to Care New England 
by Mayor Donald R. Grebien earlier 
this year with the goal of “working to 
provide needed services to the commu-
nity,” said Grebien spokesman Wilder 
Arboleda.

Grebien in a statement emailed to 
The Times on Tuesday said the city 
has “some great opportunities with the 
commuter rail-Transit Oriented Devel-
opment District (TOD) scheduled for 
2021 and great waterfront opportuni-
ties around the Slater Mill National 
Park along with easy on/off access to 
Route 95.”

“This year, the city was fortunate to 
be designated with Federal Opportuni-
ty Zones. This has helped us market the 
city outside of Rhode Island,” Grebien 
said. “Lockwood originally showed 
interest due to these opportunity zones 
designations.”

The city, through the Commerce 
Department, Mayor’s Office, and Paw-
tucket Foundation, have been “aggres-
sive and strategic with marketing these 
incentives to benefit Pawtucket and 
the Blackstone Valley,” Grebien said. 

“We made the connection with Charles 
Everhardt at Lockwood and have been 
building on the relationship as well as 
sharing a number of locations and their 
values and vision coincide with that of 
the city.”

“As the city and Lockwood contin-
ued their due diligence, it became clear 
that Lockwood’s vision for a Veterans 
Facility was in line with the overall 
needs of our community,” the mayor 
said. “The administration then connect-
ed Lockwood and Care New England. 
They are in their stages of discussions 
and negotiations.”

Lockwood is currently proposing 
a veterans’ housing and wellness cen-
ter in New Castle, Penn. at the former 
St. Francis Hospital, according to the 
New Castle News. That city’s mayor 
announced last May the $25,000 pur-
chase of St. Francis to Everhardt. The 
plan includes providing veterans with 
housing for six months to a year, hiring 
300 employees, and spending $20 mil-
lion on the project.

The city “supports any projects that 
would make for the best use of the un-
derutilized former Memorial Hospital 
property,” Arboleda said.

“CNE, to its credit, has been work-
ing diligently to find alternatives for 
the underutilized former Memorial 
Hospital. We have been told that CNE 
has a goal of getting something final-
ized in the near future,” he continued. 
“The city is committed to working with 
Lockwood Development and Care New 
England so long as the project benefits 
and meets the community’s needs.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – The City 
Council last Wednesday de-
cided to hold a resolution 
endorsing a preferred route 
of the Blackstone River Bike-
way from Exchange Street 
along the river and into Cen-
tral Falls.

District 4 Councilor John 
J. Barry III said that the coun-
cil opted not to take action on 
the resolution last Wednesday 

because the council members 
wanted to allow for a full 
opportunity for the public to 
speak on the resolution.

The council will likely 
take up the matter at its next 
meeting, slated for Sept. 11.

“There was not really an 
opportunity for people to 
speak to the resolution (last 
week). We felt we needed to 
hear from the people,” Bar-
ry said, adding that there has 
not been any opposition to 
the route, but rather that there 
simply needs to be “dialogue” 

By TIMES STAFF

 Central Falls’ award-win-
ning daughter Viola Davis 
has been cast to play former 
First Lady Michelle Obama 
in a Showtime drama cen-
tered around the women of 
the White House.

According to entertain-
ment website Deadline, Davis 
– a graduate of Central Falls 
High School’s Class of 1983 
– will star in “First Ladies,” 
a one-hour White House dra-
ma that is in development at 
Showtime with a three-script 
commitment. In addition to 
her starring role on screen, 
Davis will executive produce 
the project, Deadline report-
ed.

“First Ladies” is set in 
the East Wing of the White 

House. The series will peel 
back the curtain on the per-
sonal and political lives of 
these women, as the series 
will look at American histo-
ry and presidencies through a 
female lens. The first season 
will focus on Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, Betty Ford, and Mi-
chelle Obama, according to 
Deadline.

Davis has won an Acad-
emy Award, Primetime 
Emmy Award, Golden Globe 
Award, and Tony Award for 
her performances on screen 
and stage. She’s starred in 
major Hollywood hits and 
critically-acclaimed pictures 
including “The Help,” “Fenc-
es,” and “Widows” and has 
received many plaudits for 
her starring role as Annalise 
Keating in the ABC drama se-

DA: 2 dead, 1 hurt in 
triple stabbing, teen 
under arrest

‘Soupman’ wants to 
help city’s homeless 
people clean up

NORTH ATTLEBOR-
OUGH (AP) — A 19-year-
old Massachusetts man has 
been held without bail in a 
stabbing that left two dead 
and one seriously injured.

Daniel Randall, of North 
Attleborough, faces mur-
der and assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon 
charges. He was arraigned 
in Attleboro District Court 
on Friday. He’s due back in 
court Oct. 8.

The Bristol District Attor-
ney’s office says the stabbing 
happened Thursday night at 

Randall’s home in North At-
tleborough.

Investigators say 21-year-
old Aidan Hanrahan was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene and 21-year-old Josh-
ua Lemken died after being 
taken to Rhode Island Hos-
pital. The third victim is hos-
pitalized in serious, but sta-
ble, condition.

Randall told police he’d 
been jumped and defended 
himself. Investigators say 
the men had been friends and 
it had been Hanrahan’s 21st 
birthday.

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Peter 
Kelleher knows that a hot 
shower at the start of the day 
is perhaps the best way to sig-
nal a new beginning. That’s 
why the philanthropist from 
Bridgewater, Mass. is looking 
to bring his portable show-
ers to Pawtucket in an effort 
to bathe and clothe the city’s 
homeless community.

Originally from Millinock-
et, Maine, Kelleher’s philan-
thropic endeavors stemmed 
from his own personal trag-
edy. In September 2016, his 
son Travis died at age 33 after 
losing his battle with drug ad-
diction.

“I felt I needed to do some-
thing. I was a wreck,” Kelleher 
recalled of the genesis of his 
moniker as The Soupman. “It 
was a cold October morning. I 
love to cook, I said ‘I’m going 
to bring soup to the homeless.’ 
I did it for six weeks and I was 
just overwhelmed.”

At one of his stops in 
Brockton, Mass., he was ap-
proached by a woman who’d 
recently been evicted from 
her apartment and was in the 
cold without a hat or gloves to 
keep her warm. Kelleher post-
ed a picture online as a call for 
help from the public, and the 
image and his plea went viral.

“People started sending me 
stuff from across the United 

See SOUPMAN, page A2

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – Gathered together 
outside of William M. Davies Jr. Ca-
reer and Technical High School on 
Friday afternoon, school officials and 
alumni were joined in excitement by 
state legislators and representatives 
from state agencies waiting to get their 
first glimpse of the school’s recent-
ly-updated Center for Advanced Man-
ufacturing.

The project includes state-of-the-art 
upgrades to the physical instructional 
shop, classroom spaces, and the pur-
chase of new upgraded equipment to 
support Davies’ manufacturing pro-
grams including biomanufacturing 
technology, electrical and renewable 
energy, machine technology, and 
pre-engineering technology.

Davies Tech Director Adam Fly-
nn-Tabloff could hardly contain his 
excitement for Friday’s ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and for the large overhead 
garage doors to lift so the public could 
see the finished product.

“For those that have been involved 
in the project, we feel it’s been a very 
long time coming,” Flynn-Tabloff 
said. This journey, he explained, began 
when Davies Tech received $3.65 mil-

lion in Rhode Island Capital Asset Pro-
tection funding, an initiative from Gov. 
Gina M. Raimondo and supported and 
passed by the General Assembly.

The completely-renovated facilities 
will now provide students with the best 
industry technology and tools avail-
able today, he said, which is precisely 
why he believed that Davies leads the 
pack to prepare its students for high-
wage jobs in the field, which in turn 

strengthens Rhode Island’s economy.
These newly renovated areas will 

provide additional opportunities for 
students to continue receiving rigorous 
and high-quality training. Supervisor 
of Career and Technical Education Su-
san J. Votto said, “It is important for 
our students to graduate with high-lev-
el technical skills necessary to support 

See DAVIES, page A2

Photos by Jonathan Bissonette
Mike Viveiros (left) and Ed Cifune (right) of DBVW Architects observe the technology inside the Center for Advanced Manufac-
turing at Davies Technical High School on Friday.

Davies Tech opens Center 
for Advanced Manufacturing

Flanked by state officials, Davies Tech Director Adam Flynn-Tabloff cuts the ribbon 
on the updated Center for Advanced Manufacturing.

School will expand offerings for biotech, electrical engineering

Hurricane Dorian gains fury 
but might skirt Florida coast
By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 

and ELLIS RUA
Associated Press

MIAMI — Hurricane Dorian pow-
ered toward Florida with increasing 
fury Friday, menacing its eastern 
coast with a potentially devastating 
direct hit but giving indications it 
might deliver just a glancing blow as 
it marches up the coastline.

Forecasters warned that no one is 
out of danger and Dorian could still 
wallop the state with “extremely dan-
gerous” 140 mph (225 kph) winds 
and torrential rains late Monday or 
early Tuesday, with millions of peo-

ple in the crosshairs, along with Walt 
Disney World and President Donald 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort.

But some of the more reliable com-
puter models predicted a turn north-
ward that would have Dorian hug the 
coast, the National Hurricane Center 
said.

“There is hope,” Weather Under-
ground meteorology director Jeff 
Masters said.

The faint, encouraging signs came 
at the end of a day in which Dorian 
seemed to get scarier with each fore-
cast update. It strengthened into a 
Category 3 hurricane in the afternoon, 
and there were fears it could prove to 

be the most powerful hurricane to hit 
Florida’s east coast in nearly 30 years.

Late Friday, the National Hurricane 
Center’s projected new track showed 
Dorian hitting near Fort Pierce, some 
70 miles (113 kilometers) north of 
Mar-a-Lago, then running along the 
coastline as it moved north. But fore-
casters cautioned that the storm’s 
track was still highly uncertain and 
even a small deviation could put 
Dorian offshore or well inland.

Trump declared a state of emer-
gency in Florida and authorized the 
Federal Emergency Management 

See DORIAN, page A2

TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

Open
Saturday

& Sunday by 
Appointment 
or by Phone

Licensed Lender/Broker RI, MA-MC2107, RI 2002119LB & 20031576LL CT 11404 & 11405

267 Newport Ave., Pawtucket
401-475-1516

ATTN: FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS:
Receive a LIFE OF LOAN income tax credit.

Please call TODAY for eligibility.

13years
CELEBRATING

“The Soupman” Peter Kelleher’s portable showers are embla-
zoned with an image of himself, his late son Travis, and his dog 
Koji.

Maine philanthropist says he’ll bring 
truck-towed showers to Pawtucket
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Davies
Continued from page A1

the needs of our future 
workforce and/or the aca-
demic foundation to continue 
career studies in college.”

Commerce Secretary Ste-
fan Pryor said manufacturing 
is strong in Rhode Island and 
there are continued invest-
ments in the “workforce of 
the future” to ensure these 
manufacturing jobs of the 
future have a workforce pipe-
line.

“We’re so thrilled that 
Davies is the fine education-
al institution it is,” Pryor 
said, saying that the school 
strengthens the future in man-
ufacturing and many other 
disciplines.

Among the technology in-
side the state-of-the-art facili-
ty includes milling machines, 
3-D printers, welders, sand 
blasters, and band saws, all 
of which are in place for “our 
young people to learn first-
hand and hands-on how to go 
about manufacturing profes-
sions,” Pryor said.

“We all know that Rhode 
Island is grounded in man-
ufacturing, from Slater Mill 
forward to the heyday of 
manufacturing in our state 
to today, this is an important 
part of our heritage and our 
future,” Pryor said. “Mak-
ing things is something we 
do well in Rhode Island and 
need to continue to do.”

According to Pryor, Rhode 
Island is presently home to 
more than 1,500 manufactur-
ing companies which employ 
upwards of 41,000 Rhode Is-
landers. He also noted that the 
state’s unemployment rate is 
now at 3.5 percent – just be-

low the national average of 
3.7 percent – and said that the 
economy of the Ocean State 
is “humming.”

“We’re on a roll in keep-
ing our economy going, in 
emerging from a period of 
really tough economics. 
We have momentum … We 
must create the pipelines for 
our young people to access 
these jobs, that’s what Da-
vies does par excellence,” 
he added.

Rhode Island Department 
of Education Chief for In-
novation Stephen Osborn 
explained that he’s spent 
perhaps more time at Davies 

Tech than any other school, 
saying he’s “learned a lot” 
from Davies, lessons which 
are now being made into 
goals for children across the 
state. These three goals, he 
said, are that every student 
should graduate proficient in 
math and English, everyone 
should graduate with college 
credit, and every child should 
graduate with work-based 
learning experience.

“A lot of great and amaz-
ing work here embodies the 
spirit of what happens when 
folks come together. The 
school really embodies what 
we’re hearing from colleges 
and universities, what they 
need for success,” Osborn 
said.

State Rep. and House Fi-
nance Committee Chairman 
Marvin L. Abney (D-Dist. 
73, Newport, Middletown) 
recalled a trip he made to St. 
Louis recently, during which 
he toured a Boeing plant and 
learned how an aircraft is 
built from a single bolt on up. 
While at the facility, he no-
ticed many workers perform-
ing several unique jobs and he 
asked where these employees 
came from. He was informed 
that many were from a tech-
nical school just around the 
corner from the Boeing plant.

“Technical schools and 

what they do so is import-
ant. In these schools, kids 
learn more than just technical 
things,” he said. At schools 
such as Davies, today’s 
youths are learning how to 
come to work and show up 
on time, how to dress for a 
job, and how to take and give 
orders.

“Schools like this and in-
stitutions like this, it’s all for 
a purpose of producing citi-
zens who are able to contrib-
ute to Rhode Island now and 
into the future,” Abney said.

State Sen. and Senate Pres-
ident Dominick J. Ruggerio 
(D-Dist. 4, Providence, North 
Providence) hearkened back 
to Rhode Island’s heyday as 
the manufacturing center of 
the world, but he quickly said 
“I don’t see why we can’t go 
back to that.”

“We have great institutions 
of learning such as Davies,” 
which he called the “best-kept 
secret for a number of years.”

“With the new center, Da-
vies can flourish so students 
graduate with the educational 
background needed at high 
levels for technical skills and 
certifications needed for to-
day’s global economy,” the 
Senate President said.

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

COLD CASE CARD OF THE WEEK
Courtesy Pawtucket Police Department

LOTTERY NUMBERS
Friday’s RI Daily

Mid-day:      7 1 3 1 
Evening:      4 0 5 1 

Thursday’s Lucky 4 Life
     11 24 28 33 43 

Lucky Ball 10 

Friday’s Mass. Daily
Mid-day:      0 2 4 7 
Evening:      5 5 8 8 

Thursday’s Mass Cash
     18 21 26 31 35 

Thursday’s Wild Money
     6 14 18 27 34 Extra 3 

Dorian
Continued from page A1
Agency to coordinate disaster-relief 
efforts. He told reporters that “Mar-
a-Lago can handle itself” and is 
more worried about Florida.

“This is big and is growing, and 
it still has some time to get worse,” 
Julio Vasquez said at a Miami fast-
food joint next to a gas station that 
had run out of fuel. “No one knows 
what can really happen. This is se-
rious.”

As Dorian closed in, it upended 
people’s Labor Day weekend plans. 
Major airlines began allowing trav-
elers to change their reservations 
without a fee. The big cruise lines 
began rerouting their ships. Dis-
ney World and the other resorts in 
Orlando found themselves in the 
storm’s projected path.

Jessica Armesto and her 1-year-
old daughter, Mila, had planned to 
have breakfast with Minnie Mouse, 

Donald Duck and Goofy at Disney 
World. Instead, Armesto decided to 
take shelter at her mother’s hurri-
cane-resistant house in Miami with 
its kitchen full of nonperishable 
foods.

“It felt like it was better to be 
safe than sorry, so we canceled our 
plans,” she said.

Still, with Dorian days away 
and its track uncertain, Disney and 
other major resorts held off an-
nouncing any closings, and Florida 
authorities ordered no immediate 
mass evacuations.

“Sometimes if you evacuate too 
soon, you may evacuate into the 
path of the storm if it changes,” 
Gov. Ron DeSantis said.

Homeowners and business-
es rushed to cover their windows 
with plywood. Supermarkets ran 
out of bottled water, and long lines 
formed at gas stations, with fuel 
shortages reported in places. The 
governor said the Florida Highway 
Patrol would begin escorting fuel 

trucks to help them get past the 
lines of waiting motorists and re-
plenish gas stations.

At a Publix supermarket in Co-
coa Beach, Ed Ciecirski of the cus-
tomer service department said the 
pharmacy was extra busy with peo-
ple rushing to fill prescriptions. The 
grocery was rationing bottled water 
and had run out of dry ice.

“It’s hairy,” he said.
As of 8 p.m. EDT, Dorian was 

centered about 575 miles (925 ki-
lometers) east of West Palm Beach 
with winds of 125 mph (205 kph). 
It was moving northwest at an ev-
er-slower 10 mph (17 kph). Fore-
casters warned that its slow move-
ment could subject the state to a 
prolonged and destructive pum-
meling from wind, storm surge and 
heavy rain.

Coastal areas could get 6 to 12 
inches (15 to 30 centimeters) of 
rain, with 18 inches (46 centime-
ters) in some places, triggering 
life-threatening flash floods, the 

hurricane center said. FEMA offi-
cial Jeff Byard said Dorian is likely 
to “create a lot of havoc” for roads, 
power and other infrastructure.

Also imperiled were the Baha-
mas , where canned food and bot-
tled water were disappearing quick-
ly and the sound of hammering 
echoed across the islands as people 
boarded up their homes. Dorian 
was expected to hit by Sunday with 
the potential for life-threatening 
storm surge that could raise water 
levels 15 feet above normal.

“Do not be foolish and try to 
brave out this hurricane,” Prime 
Minister Hubert Minnis said. “The 
price you may pay for not evacuat-
ing is your life.”

In Florida, the governor urged 
nursing homes to take precautions 
to prevent tragedies like the one 
during Hurricane Irma two years 
ago, when the storm knocked out 
the air conditioning at a facility in 
Hollywood and 12 patients died in 
the sweltering heat. Four employ-

ees of the home were charged with 
manslaughter earlier this week.

DeSantis said the timely mes-
sage from those arrests is: “It’s 
your responsibility to make sure 
you have a plan in place to protect 
those folks.”

At NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center in Cape Canaveral, NASA 
moved a 380-foot-high mobile 
launch platform to the safety of the 
colossal Vehicle Assembly Build-
ing, built to withstand 125 mph 
(200 kph) wind. The launcher is 
for the mega rocket that NASA is 
developing to take astronauts to the 
moon.

The hurricane season typical-
ly peaks between mid-August and 
late October. One of the most pow-
erful storms ever to hit the U.S. was 
on Labor Day 1935. The unnamed 
Category 5 hurricane crashed 
ashore along Florida’s Gulf Coast 
on Sept. 2. It was blamed for over 
400 deaths.

Soupman
Continued from page A1
States,” Kelleher recalled. From 
there, he formed a 501c3 charity 
and has been using donations to 
purchase jackets, backpacks, sweat-
shirts, and boots for the homeless.

But perhaps his signature ef-
fort might be his portable shower, 
which provides multiple bays for 
the homeless to clean up. The show-
ers connect to a fire hydrant and the 
water heats instantly. The showers 
have made stops in Massachusetts 
cities such as Brockton and Taunton 
and as far north as northern Maine. 
Kelleher says his ultimate goal is to 
have one in every major city in New 
England.

The showers will be coming to 

Pawtucket next week, as Kelleher 
said he was meeting with Mayor 
Donald R. Grebien on Friday to fi-
nalize arrangements for where and 
when the showers will be in the city 
for use by the local homeless pop-
ulation.

“I’m going into Pawtucket with 
the showers. We shower our home-
less friends and giving them new 
clothes and sneakers to fit them … 
It’s a done deal, the shower is com-
ing to Pawtucket, and I’m honored 
to be able to help these people. 
Whether it’s the drugs or mental 
issues or they just can’t afford the 
rent, everyone deserves to take a 
shower,” he said.

“You have to have a heart. We 
take so much for granted. You take a 
shower every morning, we take too 
much for granted, and it’s the little 

things,” Kelleher added.
When Kelleher looks back on 

how his life has changed over the 
past few years, he’s amazed.

“I’m shocked, I didn’t ask for 
any of this,” he said. “If you said 
two years ago that I’d be in the same 
room as a senator and two mayors 
pushing my shower for the home-
less, I’d tell you that you were nuts.”

“From a tragedy, that any par-
ent or anybody going through what 
parents go through with their kids, 
that they have no control over what 
they do, to turn this around is a gift 
from God...” Kelleher said. “This is 
my mission for the rest of my life, 
to help people. I’m just a father who 
lost a son and for this to just ex-
plode and help so many people, I’m 
dumbfounded every day, the people 
that are stepping up to the plate.”

In addition to the showers, toi-
letry bags, clothing, and footwear, 
Kelleher is looking to introduce a 
line of food this October.

Despite his success and his over-
whelming generosity, “The Soup-
man” isn’t resting. Instead, he’s 
reaching out to the general public 
for continued assistance in his effort 
to feed and bathe the homeless.

“Even though I have some big sup-
porters, I need the public’s help,” he 
said. “There are things that we need. 
I know it all boils down to money to 
make sure that we carry this mission 
to the fullest. I need sponsors.”

“Everyone should put on clean 
socks, clean underwear. I don’t need 
to know what you’ve done, just put 
on clean clothes and feel happy,” 
he said. “A shower at the start of 
the morning is a new beginning. 

Imagine standing in that heat and 
not being able to shower. That’s not 
acceptable, especially for veterans.”

Monetary donations, he said, are 
the best way for the public to con-
tribute, as he is able to purchase 
items such as backpacks or socks in 
bulk at a much less expensive price 
than the retail value of such items.

“Why would I want someone to 
spend $20 on a backpack when we 
could pay $3.25 a piece?” he said. 
“Now it’s easier for us to keep our 
inventory. I have no idea how many 
people I’ll serve. All I know is we’ll 
be there.”

Donations can be made via The 
Soupman’s website at www.sup-
portthesoupman.org.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

MLB pitcher’s family ‘shocked’ over overdose death
By SCHUYLER DIXON

AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON, Texas — The 
family of Los Angeles Angels pitch-
er Tyler Skaggs says it was startled 
to learn that a club employee “may” 
be part of the investigation into the 
27-year-old’s death from an acciden-
tal drug overdose.

A Texas coroner said in a report 
made public Friday that Skaggs died 
after choking on his vomit with a 
toxic mix of alcohol and the power-
ful painkillers fentanyl and oxyco-
done in his system.

Skaggs was found dead in his ho-
tel room in the Dallas area July 1 be-
fore the start of what was supposed 
to be a four-game series against the 
Texas Rangers. The first game was 
postponed before the teams played 
the final three games.

“That is completely out of charac-
ter for someone who worked so hard 
to become a Major League Baseball 
player and had a very promising fu-
ture in the game he loved so much,” 
the family said less than two hours 
after the coroner’s report was made 
public. “We will not rest until we 
learn the truth about how Tyler came 
into possession of these narcotics, 
including who supplied them.”

The statement thanked police in 
the Dallas suburb of Southlake for 
the investigation and said they “were 
shocked to learn that it may involve 
an employee of the Los Angeles An-
gels.” The family said it hired Texas 
attorney Rusty Hardin to try to de-
termine how Skaggs obtained the 
drugs.

Southlake police said the inves-
tigation was ongoing and wouldn’t 
release additional information.

Angels general manager Billy 
Eppler cited the investigation when 
declining to comment on the pos-
sibility of an employee being in-
volved, and whether that person was 
still with the club.

“Everyone in the organization 
wants facts, which is why we are ac-
tively cooperating with an investiga-
tion,” Eppler said before the Angels 
hosted Boston. “We miss Tyler ev-
ery day. That clubhouse misses him 
every day.

“Nothing we learned today 
changes those feelings. Not one bit. 
But this is like a shot to our core. 
And it brings back a lot of pain for 
that tragic day.”

MLB spokesman Pat Courtney 
said the league had been unaware of 
the allegation and planned to inves-
tigate.

The Tarrant County Medical Ex-

aminer’s Office didn’t comment be-
yond its report.

The death rocked baseball short-
ly before the All-Star Game and laid 
bare the emotions of Angels man-
ager Brad Ausmus, star outfielder 
Mike Trout and fellow left-hander 
Andrew Heaney , his best friend on 
the team, along with the rest of his 
teammates.

The Angels closed their club-
house to reporters Friday, just as 
they did for the first game back in 
Texas after Skaggs died. Once again, 
Eppler and Ausmus were the only 
club personnel to address the media 
before the game, this time at home 
against Boston.

“I was a little surprised by it be-
cause I had no prior notice but frank-
ly for me it doesn’t change — we 
lost a friend, a teammate and we still 
miss him,” Ausmus said. “There’s 

not many days that go by where my-
self or others don’t think of Tyler.”

Skaggs wouldn’t necessarily 
have been subject to testing by MLB 
for the drugs found in his system. 
Players on 40-man rosters are test-
ed for drugs of abuse only if the 
player-management joint treatment 
board finds reasonable cause, if a 
player has been found to have used 
or possessed a drug of abuse, or if a 
player is subjected to testing under a 
treatment program.

“We are heartbroken to learn that 
the passing of our beloved Tyler was 
the result of a combination of dan-
gerous drugs and alcohol,” the fam-
ily said.

The Southern California native 
was drafted by the Angels in the 
first round in 2009 and made his 
big league debut with Arizona three 
years later after being traded.
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