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Cities and towns 
oppose guaranteed 
lifetime contracts

PROVIDENCE – Mayors, 
town managers and municipal 
leaders from across the state 
made a joint announcement 
Monday at the Statehouse to 
strongly oppose legislation 
that would allow the automat-
ic continuation of employ-
ment contracts for munici-
pal employees and teachers, 
negating the need for nego-
tiations. The bill (H5437), 
passed out of the House La-
bor Committee, will drive ris-
ing personnel, healthcare and 
retirement costs increasing 
the burden on local taxpay-
ers. Rhode Island, the small-

est state, has the 6th highest 
property tax burden in coun-
try, the group said.

“Automatic contract ex-
tensions will financially 
burden municipalities and 
taxpayers for years to come. 
We urge our Representatives 
at the State House to oppose 
this bill when it comes to the 
floor,” said Brian Daniels, ex-
ecutive director of the Rhode 
Island League of Cities and 
Towns. “Neither the General 
Assembly or the state would 
agree to a contract that would 

See Contracts, page A2

By TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Fla. — Nearly three dozen 
men and women have filed a 
federal class-action lawsuit 
accusing Florida authorities 
of unlawfully vid-
eotaping them as 
they received legal 
massages at a parlor 
where New England 
Patriots owner Rob-
ert Kraft and others 
allegedly paid for 
sex.

The lawsuit by 
31 John and Jane 
Does alleges that Palm Beach 
County State Attorney Dave 
Aronberg, the Jupiter Police 
Department and the case’s 
lead detective violated their 
rights to privacy when they 
were videotaped in January 
receiving massages at the Or-
chids of Asia Day Spa.

The lawsuit was originally 
filed Friday with 17 accusers. 

It alleges that Jupiter police 
unlawfully obtained the war-
rants allowing them to install 
cameras. None of the 31 has 
been charged with a crime, 
according to the lawsuit. It 
seeks unspecified monetary 
and punitive damages and 

to have the video 
recordings blocked 
from public release 
and ultimately de-
stroyed.

“It is horrif-
ic when you think 
about the scenario,” 
said Joseph Tacopi-
na, a New York at-
torney who filed the 

suit. “It is akin to going to a 
bathroom. You are in a state 
of undress and you are being 
surreptitiously recorded and 
that recording is now subject 
to disclosure and being dis-
seminated around the Inter-
net. It is an abomination of 
any form of privacy rights 

See Kraft, page A2

Customers spied 
on at spa in Kraft 
case sue police

Robert Kraft

Starbucks adding needle-disposal boxes to restrooms
By ANNE RILEY MOFFAT

Bloomberg

Starbucks has installed needle-dis-
posal boxes in some locations.

The coffee giant started adding the 
boxes in several U.S. markets this 
January after receiving requests from 
employees last year, a spokeswom-
an said. It will add them to any store 
where employees cite a need, she said.

“We are always working with and 
listening to our partners for ways we 
can better support them when it comes 
to issues like these,” Starbucks said in 
an email, citing “scary situations” and 
a need to ensure that its workers “are 
out of harm’s way.”

The chain has been training em-
ployees to treat anyone who walks in 
the door as a customer, whether they 
intend to make a purchase or not. The 
policy move followed a highly publi-

cized confrontation in Philadelphia last 
April in which a store manager called 
police on two people for loitering. The 
open-door policy offers a fresh set of 
challenges, employees have said, from 

more homeless or mentally ill visitors, 
and intravenous drug users.

Business Insider, which reported 
the news earlier, said the boxes had 
been added to about 25 markets.

Bloomberg photo by Victor J. Blue
A Starbucks coffee shop in New York.
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By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Rhode 
Island author Thom Ring is 
hopeful that his latest novel, 
“Henry Hits the Ball,” will be 
as much of a hit as it is when 
the book’s titular subject 
smacks a baseball.

“Henry Hits the 
Ball” is described 
as Ring’s fictional 
“novel for grown-
ups.” Its subject is 
Henry Brademei-
er, who can slug a 
baseball better than 
anyone who has ever 
stepped foot on a di-
amond. The problem is that 
Henry has never been given 
a chance to play the sport he 
loves due to his intellectual 
challenges.

It’s not until Lou Esposi-
to, a scout with the Chicago 
White Sox, is sent to a high 
school game to observe a 
pitcher that the big-league 
club is considering acquir-
ing. The pitcher turns out to 
be what the ever-cynical Es-
posito expects, but it’s at that 
game that Esposito finds a 
prospect he never could have 
imagined: Henry Brademeier.

Esposito initially is dis-

missive of Henry, labeling 
him in much the same way 
so many before him have. 
But when Henry takes batting 
practice with the home team, 
Esposito is stunned to see 
just how effective the young 
man is with the lumber in his 
hands. Henry smacks ball af-
ter ball, regardless of whether 

the pitches thrown 
to him are perfect 
strikes, rolling to 
the plate, or high 
over his head. It’s at 
that moment that the 
seasoned scout de-
cides his bosses have 
to see if Henry has 
what it takes to play 
the game.

Thus begins a 350-page 
journey for the slugger that 
takes him to spring training 
in Florida and promotions 
through the White Sox’ mi-
nor-league system.

Henry’s story was re-
counted at Stillwater Books 
in downtown Pawtucket on 
Saturday afternoon, as Thom 
Ring celebrated the inde-
pendently-published book’s 
launch. 

Ring, of the Pascoag sec-
tion of Burrillville, grew up in 
East Providence and Seekonk 

See Author, page A2

Thom Ring

“Henry Hits the Ball” is a self-published novel by Pawtuck-
et native Thom Ring – who last weekend celebrated the 
book’s release at an event at Stillwater Books in the city. 
The novel tells the story of a young baseball player with 
intellectual disabilities after he is discovered by a Major 
League scout.

Local author spins touching yarn 
with novel on disabled ballplayer

TAKING A SWING

Forum slated in EP on 
Henderson Bridge

BY JOSEPH 
FITZGERALD

jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

EAST PROVIDENCE 
– The mayors of East Prov-
idence and Providence are 
holding a joint community 
meeting Wednesday to gath-
er input from residents from 
both cities regarding traffic 
concerns and other issues now 

that the structurally deficient 
Henderson Bridge – which 
connects East Providence 
with the eastern side of Prov-
idence – is about to undergo a 
$70 million renovation.

The joint meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. at Riviera 
Restaurant, 580 North Broad-
way, East Providence. 

See Bridge, page A2

Pawtucket student honored 
for leadership at URI

KINGSTON — The University 
of Rhode Island honored three un-
dergraduate student leaders and one 
student organization at the 31st an-
nual A. Robert Rainville Leadership 
Awards ceremony held recently on 
the Kingston Campus. The award 
is named in memory of A. Robert 
Rainville ’64, Vice President for 
Student Affairs 1980-86, who was a 
friend and mentor to students.

The Division of Student Affairs’ 
Office of Student Involvement and 
Center for Student Leadership De-
velopment presents the awards each 
year to students who have shown 
outstanding leadership and team-
work skills while maintaining strong 
academic performance. Among this 
year’s recipients is N’Deye Yacino 

Dabo of Pawtucket, who earned the 
Student Employee Award.

A double major in pharmacy and 
French with a minor in biology, 
Dabo first joined Housing and Res-
idential Life as a Resident Assistant 
in 2015. It was then that she began 
“an uninterrupted streak of 1,274 
days of employment.” 

On top of her academic and 
work commitments, N’Deye is in-
volved in a variety of organizations 
campus wide as a founding mem-
ber of Alpha Zeta Omega, treasurer 
for M.U.S.I.C (Multicultural Unity 
and Student Involvement Council), 
as well as contributing to the Cape 
Verdean Student Association, and 
the Student Alliance for the Welfare 
of Africa.

URI PHOTO/MICHAEL SALERNO
URI President David M. Dooley is pictured 
with N’Deye Yacino Dabo ‘21, of Pawtucket, 
during a ceremony to honor student leaders.
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