
or nearby town-owned prop-
erties, to become a valuable, 
shared, regional asset, uniting 
the communities across their 
shared boundaries. 

A citizen effort organized 
by volunteers, the Charles 
River Meadowlands initia-
tive was launched with guid-
ance and support from Meta-
comet Land Trust (MLT), a 
non-profit serving the com-
munities of Bellingham, 
Blackstone, Douglas, Frank-
lin, Mendon, Millbury, Mill-
ville, Norfolk, Northbridge, 
Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge, and 
Wrentham.  Since 1988 Meta-
comet has worked with land-
owners, towns and state agen-
cies to permanently protect 
land. MLT owns more than 
350 acres across its member 
communities, protects anoth-
er 343 acres through Conser-
vation Restrictions, and has 
assisted in the conservation of 
another 900 acres – land that 
is now town open space, state 
parks and forests, and state 
wildlife management areas.  

Since early 2015, the 
Charles River Meadowlands 
Initiative has initiated contacts 
with officials in Bellingham, 
Franklin, and Medway as well 
as with the US Army Corps 
of Engineers, members of the 
state legislature, Department 
of Conservation and Recre-
ation (DCR) and Division of 
Fish & Game and the Charles 
River Watershed Association.

Follow Joseph Fitzgerald 
on Twitter @jofitz7 
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firefighter.

With a draft fiscal 2020 
budget that is in deficit by sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars, 
the selectmen voted 4-0 at a 
workshop on Feb. 21 to rec-
ommend next steps, including 
an $880,000 Proposition 2½ 
general tax override.

“Working closely with 
town departments, commit-
tees and regional school bud-
gets, it was apparent that the 
revenues, one-time spending 
sources and cuts would not 
allow the town town balance 
the FY20 budget,” Select-
men Chairman Jennifer Dean 
Wing said in a prepared state-
ment read aloud at the board’s 
meeting that night. 

If history repeats itself and 
voters defeat the override in 
April, then the town would 
be in the same position as last 
year when it was forced to re-
duce budgets and make pain-
ful cuts to town services to 
close the budget deficit.

“It’s out responsibility 
to give the townspeople all 
the possibilities to fund their 
community,” Dean Wing said. 
“We would be doing a disser-
vice by not asking our com-
munity to fund the town.”

Interim Town Administra-
tor David Ramsay explained 
at Monday’s presentation that 
town residents would be taxed 
on the portion of the override 
that is used in a particular 
year. The amount of the over-
ride that is taxed is decided by 
the difference between the ap-
proved spending plan and the 
available revenues for FY20. 

Right now, the average sin-
gle family household in Mill-
ville is assessed at $288,988 
and the  average tax bill for 
Fiscal 2019 was  $4,670. In 
succeeding years, not adjust-
ed for changes in valuations 
and other factors, the aver-
age household would see 
an increase of 32 cents per 
$100,000 of the override mon-
ey used. 

While the final decision is 
up to Town Meeting voters, 
if the override passes, the se-

lectmen say they would rec-
ommend restoring hours to 
the library and Council on 
Aging along with maintain-
ing the current service levels 
of police, fire and EMS and 
maintaining and possibly in-
creasing the hours the Town 
Hall is open.

The amount of the override 
will become part of the town 
tax base and will be perma-
nent. The actual time the ad-
ditional revenue will meet the 
needs of the town is depen-
dent on other sources of rev-
enue and the increase in ser-
vice costs, especially for the 
Blackstone Millville Regional 
Schools.

When asked whether an-
other override will be needed 
in the future, Ramsay said 
that would depends on future 
budgets that are approved by 
town meeting. He said the se-
lectmen and the staff continue 
to explore other areas of rev-
enue including the proposed 
marijuana facilities, develop-
ment of solar energy facilities 
and the development of town 
owned properties with the as-

sistance of the study from the 
Urban Land Institute.

When asked what services 
will be cut if the override does 
not pass, Ramsay said the 
town would need to evaluate 
all Town departments and ser-
vices. Our major service areas 
that will require deeper cuts 
are police, fire and EMS. The 
failure of the override would 
require reductions in ser-
vices in the amount of about 
$500,000 which would have 
a major impact on all service 
levels. The actual reductions 
would be recommended to the 
town meeting by the select-
men and Finance Committee 
as part of the budget process, 
and voted on by town meet-
ing.

The override last year was 
sought by the selectmen, Fi-
nance Committee and admin-
istration as part of a strategic 
financial plan to right-size the 
budget and reset the tax rate to 
address ongoing operational 
deficits due to continued use 
of one-time revenues to fund 
increases to the school budget. 
The selectmen and Finance 

Committee had repeatedly 
warned that the town could 
no longer balance the budget 
by using one-time “rainy day” 
revenues, which is why they 
advocated for the override. 
The tax override last year they 
say, would have right-sized 
the budget and provided in-
creases in the tax rate phased 
in over eight years to balance 
future budgets.

But a majority of the voters 
who went to the polls in June 
rejected the measure by a vote 
of 589 to 339. 

By November of last year, 
the final tally on the FY19 cu-
mulative budget deficit was 

$201,601, but with nowhere 
else left to cut, the selectmen 
agreed to fill the financial gap 
and close the deficit with some 
of the $836,000 the town re-
ceived after selling nine town-
owned parcels at public auc-
tion last October.

In addition to the over-
ride question on the ballot, 
Millville voters Monday will 
decide two election contests. 
The first is a two-way race for 
a single three-year term on the 
Board of Selectmen being va-
cated by Joseph Rapoza. The 
two candidates for the seat 
are Kristin Foody and Kevin 
Surette.
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Advisory Group, and Worcester County 
Sheriffs Association. He was also a past 
president of the Friends of the Council 
on Aging and is a former chairman of the 
Democratic Town Committee.

Catalano is a Democrat and for-
mer member of the Blackstone Board 
Health, Water and Sewer Commission 
and Finance Committee. He has served 
on the Board of Selectmen for the past 
six years. He is the health agent for the 
town of Bellingham.

Norcross-Melson has served on the 
Finance Committee for the past two 
years. She ran unsuccessfully for select-

men in 2017.
Goudreau, another member of the 

Finance Committee, also came up short 
when he ran for a selectman’s seat in 
2017.

Greene, a political newcomer, is a 
former Woonsocket police officer and 
town resident for the past three years. 

There are also six candidates on Mon-
day’s election ballot running for five 
three-year constable positions, including 
John H. Therrien, Frederick S. Grem-
za, Cheryl A. Marino-Page, Rye Rivet, 
Joshua Edward Benjamin and James 
Cunningham.

Other candidates on the ballot this 
year, include:

• Jessika Andreas, 3-year term on the 
Board of Assessors.

• Tammy A. Lemieux, 4-year term 
on the Blackstone-Millville Regional 
District School Committee (Blackstone 
seat).

• Tara L. Larkin, 4-year term on the 
Blackstone-Millville Regional District 
School Committee  (Millville seat).

• Kasey A. Bik, 3-year term for col-
lector-treasurer.

• Kevin J. Ryan, 3-year term on the 
Board of Health.

• Celeste M. Langlois, 3-year term on 
the Parks and Recreation Commission.

• Owen T. Bebeau, 5-year term on the 
Planning Board.

• Tara C. Sullivan, 3-year term for 
town clerk. 

Follow Joseph Fitzgerald on Twitter 
@jofitz7
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expand their canine families, says Kay, 
and one of the things they like to do be-
fore making a commitment is have their 
pets mingle with a pound puppy to see 
how they get along before taking in a new 
dog.

“If they already have a dog we bring 
their dogs along so we can do what we 
call a meet and greet,” says Kay.

The pavilion would offer a more de-
sirable alternative for doggie dates than 
other available spaces, including the inte-
rior of the compact, cinderblock shelter, 
where caged pets can get get quite stirred 
up when outsiders visit. It would be a 
more welcoming environment for un-
familiar dogs to sniff each other out and 

make friends.
Also, says Kay, the pavilion would 

make the shelter more user-friendly for 
staffers and sheltered canines. She and 
Asst. Animal Control Officer Tiffany Ma-
rie Forrest like to take the dogs outside for 
some fresh air and exercise but the paved 
grounds are quite inhospitable, especially 
in weather extremes. 

During the summer, the pavement can 
get hot enough to burn tender pet paws. 
Snow and ice can be a turnoff for animals, 
too.

With a pavilion, pets could have a safe, 
dry play area even if it rains.

The administration of Mayor Lisa 
Baldelli-Hunt went out to bid twice for 
a contractor to build a pavilion before it 
managed to field an offer – the only one – 
from the Superior Construction Group of 
Middletown, in February.

For $19,500, the company would erect 
the pavilion from pressure-treated lum-
ber and plywood. The roof would consist 
of asphalt shingles atop an imperme-
able membrane, and the whole structure 
would rest on concrete pilings.

The structure was designed by North-
east Engineers and Consultants, also of 
Middletown, according to the bid docu-
ments. Kay, for one, is all in favor of the 
improvements. She said the dog pound is 
substantially the same structure it was 
when it was built over 60 years ago, 
but the needs of the facility and the way 
pets are adopted have changed markedly 
since then.

“We do things differently than we did 
in the 1950s,” says Kay. “And we’re tak-
ing in 300 to 500 animals a year.” 

Follow Russ Olivo on Twitter @rus-
solivo

CHANGING OF THE SEASONS
As local high 

schools transi-
tion from winter 
to spring sports, 

Davies senior 
boys’ basketball 

standout Cameron 
Leavitt watches the 
school’s girls’ fast-

pitch softball game 
against Tolman at 

Davies Career and 
Tech Friday after-

noon.
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Quota Club of Woonsocket seeks
vendors for its annual spring market

WOONSOCKET — The Quota Club of Woonsocket is 
seeking vendors for its annual spring market to be held on 
Saturday, April 13, at the Elks Club, 380 Social St, Woon-
socket from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The cost for vendor tables is one for $30 or two for $45.
Craft items of all types, specialty food items, antique 

and vintage items and flea market goods may be sold. This 
event will also include a breakfast and lunch service. Call 
Rita at 401-766-4555 for application form.

The deadline to reserve a table is Saturday, March 30.

Rose Ferron Foundation of
Rhode Island Fundraiser

WOONSOCKET — The 2019 Rose Ferron Foundation 
of Rhode Island Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, April 
13 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Savini’s Pomodoro, 476 Rath-
bun St., Woonsocket.

Tickets are $30 and includes chicken family style dinner 
at noon and two raffle chances.

Tickets on sale until April 5 at the following locations: 
Bileau’s Flowers, Jonathan Tires, Pepin Lumber, Timeless 
Antiques, Carmella’s Coiffures, Scituate Chiropractic Cen-
ter (N. Scituate, Glendale).

For more, visit RoseFerronFRI.org or contact Denise 
Ethier at 568-0349.

Woodlawn Catholic Regional School
Open House is April 7

PAWTUCKET — Woodlawn Catholic Regional School 
will be holding an Open House on Sunday, April 7, from 1 
to 3 p.m.

You are invited to discover why parochial and private 
high schools have granted more than $300,000 in academ-
ic scholarships to Woodlawn graduates in just the last five 
years. Woodlawn is a loving learning community which 
promotes a strong academic program focused on faith, fam-
ily, values and diversity.

After a student-led tour, you can talk with parents and 
alumni about their experiences and register for the 2019-
2020 school year. To register for Open House call the 
Woodlawn Catholic Regional School at 401-723-3759.

St. Teresa’s Seniors ‘Ham & Beans’ fundraiser
PAWTUCKET — St. Teresa’s Seniors are planning a 

‘Ham & Beans’ fundraiser on Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 5 
p.m. in the church hall at 358 Newport Ave. (following the 
4 p.m. Mass).

Menu includes ham and beans, salad and rolls, desert 
and coffee, assorted drinks. Cost is $10 for adults and $5 
for children under 12. Reservations accepted until March 
30 and payment to be made at the door. Call Deb Seaton at 
724-9027, Joyce Trottier at 725-5367, or Carmen Petit at 
725-2479. Come enjoy time with family and friends... all 
are welcome. 

Oldtown Church Pork Loin Supper April 6
The First Congregational Church UCC of North Attle-

boro, Mass. (Oldtown Church) is hosting a Pork Loin Supper 
at 6 p.m. on Saturday, April 6.

The menu includes oven-roasted pork loin, mashed pota-
toes and gravy, green beans, sauerkraut, spoon bread, rolls, 
desert and beverage, served family style.

The price is $13 for adults, and $4 for children 10 years 
old and under. One dollar of each adult meal served will go to 
the “FOOD FORWARD” mission, to help feed those in need 
in our area. The church begins serving at 6 p.m., so please 
plan to check in around 15 minutes in advance.

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED and can be made 
by calling Ed at 508-212-4774. Take-out orders are also ac-
cepted.  The Vestry hall is handicap accessible through the 
rear entrance. Oldtown church is located at 675 Old Post 
Road.


