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SOFTBALL – 2019 SEASON PREVIEW

ROLL WITH THE CHANGES
Change of pitchers, 
coaches, divisions 
brings new look to 
Valley squads

By BRANDEN MELLO 
& JON BAKER

bmello@woonsocketcall.com, 
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

WOONSOCKET —  
Change is inevitable, but not 
much has changed for many of 
the Blackstone Valley’s softball 
teams over the last four sea-
sons.

If you went to Cold Spring 
Park you knew Woonsocket’s 
Lundyn Forcier would be in 
the circle. A trip to Tucker Field 
meant seeing Jocelyn Boding-
ton deal, while a visit to North 
Smithfield meant watching Va-
nessa Venkataraman hurl and 
hit.

Those three have all moved 
on to college, but change isn’t 
just limited to the circle. After 
leading Mount St. Charles to 
two state finals and a Division 
II final, Cliff Matthews was 
replaced by former Burrillville 
Middle School coach Drew 
Brissette. There are also new 
coaches at Lincoln and Central 
Falls.

And, to add to the changes, 
North Smithfield will make its 
first appearances in Division I, 
while Mount St. Charles and 
Woonsocket switch divisions 
for the second time in three 
seasons. Davies Tech, the only 
Valley team  to reach Rhode 
Island College last season, 
returned to Division II after 
reaching the Division III final 
last season.

Most of the Valley’s coaches 
are embracing the new journey 
they’re about to go on over the 
next 10 weeks. 

“We’re trying to forge our 
own identity here,” Cumber-
land coach Marty Crowley 
said of his new-look squad. 
“We have a lot of girls out 
there with minimal varsity ex-
perience, but they’ve put their 
time in over the offseason and 
are ready to go. We’re on the 
kids about the tradition of this 
program and what it means to 
wear this uniform.” 

“It’s been awesome, we’ve 
focused a lot on chemistry and 
building a team and starting 
over,” Brissette said. “We want 

to have fun and we’re really fo-
cused on being one. Coaching 
this group is fun because they 
definitely have a lot of talent. 
I don’t have to worry about 
anything other than the intense 
stuff and getting better.” 

DIVISION I

CUMBERLAND 
Head coach: Marty Crow-

ley
2017-18 league record: 

10-6, eighth in Division I
2017-18 postseason results: 

Defeated North Kingstown, 
6-5, in preliminary round; Lost 
to Moses Brown, 6-1, in quar-
terfinals; Lost to Chariho, 6-0, 
in the losers’ bracket. 

Returning players: 
Makayla Chandler, junior, 
outfield; Hannah LaRose, se-
nior, right field; Abby Vallely, 
sophomore, pitcher; Olivia 
Badeau, sophomore, pitcher/
shortstop; Caitlyn Oliveira, 
junior, catcher.

Key newcomers: Abby 
LaRose, sophomore, third 
base; Eve Kelly, senior, third 
base; Morgan Poli, junior, 
second base; Rachel Khima-
tian, senior, first base; Mad-
ison Zancan, sophomore, 
utility; Ashleigh Harsfield, 
sophomore, first base; Lizzie 
Pickering, sophomore, out-
field; Kirsten Mahalaris, ju-
nior, outfield; Emma Lanzi, 
senior, outfield.

Outlook: This is a new 
era for the Clippers. One of 
the most successful Division 
I programs of the last two de-
cades has completely gradu-
ated the team that went to the 
2016 losers’ bracket final. The 
last members of that squad 
graduated last season, which 
means a new cast of Clippers 
have a chance to forge their 
own identity. It all starts in the 
circle where sophomore Abby 
Vallely and Olivia Badeau 
will attempt to replace cur-
rent Bryant freshman Jocelyn 
Bodington. 

See CHANGE, page B2

File photos
Woonsocket senior Holly Letourneau, above, is the Blackstone Valley’s lone returning All-Stater, as the shortstop looks to lead the 
Novans to their second Division II title in four seasons. Mount junior Marissa Tessier (bottom left) and Burrillville senior Rebecca 
Arndt (bottom right) are two of the top returning pitchers in the area. 

WRESTLING

Gillis earns All-America honors

Ernest A. Brown photo
Cumberland’s Brady Gillis, left, became an All-American Saturday in Virginia Beach, Virginia after the 
106-pounder finished fourth at the NHSCA Junior Nationals.

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

Cumberland junior Brady Gillis’s 
superb postseason continued this 
weekend at the NHSCA Junior Na-
tionals in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

After finishing sixth at New En-
glands at 113 pounds last month, 
the Clipper dropped down to 106 
pounds to finish fourth and earn 
All-America honors over the week-
end.  Reilly, after suffering a defeat 
in the quarterfinals, bounced back 
with three victories to reach the po-
dium. 

“I just liked his ability to stay 
up for big matches through out the 
tournament,” Cumberland coach 
Colin Smith said. “He only lost to 
one kid in the tournament – he had 
to face him twice. 

See GILLIS, page B7

Cumberland junior  
finishes fourth at 
106 pounds  

MLB

Pitching fails 
Boston again

By DAIMON EKLUND 
Associated Press

SEATTLE — The rebuilding Seattle Mar-
iners are off to a surprising start.

The lineup is leading the way.
Omar Narvaez hit a three-run homer off 

Rick Porcello in Seattle’s seven-run third in-
ning, sending the Mariners to a 10-8 victory 
over the Boston Red Sox on Sunday after-
noon.

Dee Gordon had two hits and three RBIs as 
Seattle put together another impressive per-
formance at the plate. The Mariners scored 
34 times while taking three of four from the 
defending World Series champions in their 
first series at home.

“Right now we’ve got really good confi-
dence, and we know what we can do,” Nar-
vaez said. “Everybody’s basically enjoying 
the game. Laughing, putting a smile on our 
face.”

See PITCHING, page B8

Porcello latest Sox starter 
to struggle against Seattle


