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Both hurlers pitched last 
season with mixed results. 
Vallely is the harder thrower, 
but she was slowed down by a 
back injury. “Abby’s worked 
really hard in the offseason 
and so has Liv,” Crowley said. 
“Early in the season we’re 
going to split the innings 
and go from there.” Catcher 
Caitlyn Oliveira is back for 
her second season and pro-
vides Crowley with a coach 
on the field. Badeau will play 
shortstop when she’s not in 
the circle, while Morgan Poli 
makes the jump up from JV 
to play second base. The cor-
ner infield spots are still up 
for grabs. Crowley does have 
experience in the outfield 
where Makayla Chandler and 
Hannah LaRose are back af-
ter helping the Clippers in 
playoff games last season. 
A number of newcomers are 
battling for the other outfield 
spot, including Madison Zan-
can, Emma Lanzi and Kirsten 
Mahalaris.

Coach’s take: “We have 
talent top to bottom and we’re 
very fortunate with that be-
cause our kids work hard all 
year. It shows because we 
have a lot of kids who have 
come in and are fighting for 
positions. We’re encouraged 
by what we’ve seen. I like our 
youthful exuberance because 
we’re going to have a lot of 
sophomores in the lineup. 
They’re going to be young 
and very hungry. The soph-
omore class is a very strong 
group that will be a big part 
of this program for the next 
three years. Mix that with our 
upperclassmen and there’s 
a lot of potential with this 
group... We’ve been hitting 
the ball pretty well, so we just 
want kids to hit the ball when 
they’re number’s called. 
We’re on the kids about the 
tradition of our program and 
what it means to put on the 
uniform.”

LINCOLN
Head coach: Alyssa Mc-

Coart
2017-18 league record: 

2-14, tied for last in Division I
2017-18 postseason re-

sults: Didn’t make the play-
offs.

Returning players: Madi-
son Flaxington, senior, catch-
er/outfield; Grace Swanson, 
senior, second base; Molly 

Thibaudeau, junior, pitcher; 
Emily Kennedy, junior, out-
field; Brooke Fetts, senior, 
first base/third base; Amanda 
Conti, sophomore, third base/
shortstop; Elizabeth Hien, 
sophomore, second base/
catcher; Jenna Burlingame, 
sophomore, pitcher/first base.

Key newcomers: Cather-
ine Hien, freshman, outfield; 
Hannah Tillson, freshman, 
second base; Ashley Bour-
geois, junior, catcher; Alexa 
Noel, freshman, outfield; Ju-
lia Donfrancesco, freshman, 
first base; Kayla Kumar, 
freshman, outfield; Gabriella 
Feola, freshman, first base/
third base.

Outlook: The Lions hope 
Alyssa McCoart can bring 
the success she had as a play-
er back to the program as the 
squad’s new coach. McCoart, 
who helped the Lions go 16-2 
as a senior and set the state 
for the next two state champi-
onship teams, replaces Kev-
in Palumbo after the Lions 
finished last in Division I. 
McCoart will be without the 
service of Monmouth-bound 
shortstop Riley Riendeau, 
who suffered an ACL injury 
playing volleyball in the fall. 
McCoart has a young, ener-
getic squad that could be very 
good in the near future. Thi-
baudeau picked up valuable 
experience in the circle last 
season as a junior, while the 
Lions are counting on second 
baseman Grace Swanson and 
senior outfielder Madison 
Flaxington to provide lead-
ership. A strong sophomore 
class led by Amanda Con-
ti and Elizabeth Hien took 
their lumps last season, but 
are seasoned varsity players. 
McCoart coached this sea-
son’s freshmen as the coach 
of Lincoln Middle School last 
season.

MOUNT ST. CHARLES
Head coach: Drew Bris-

sette
2017-18 league record: 

9-8, tied for ninth in Division 
II

2017-18 postseason re-
sults: Defeated Westerly, 4-3, 
in preliminary round; Lost to 
Prout, 11-0, in quarterfinals; 
lost to Scituate, 6-5, in first 
round of losers’ bracket. 

Returning players: Kait-
lyn D’Abrosca, senior, center 
field; Victoria Young, junior, 
shortstop/pitcher; Callie Thi-
bault, sophomore, catcher/
shortstop; Talia Fernandes, 
sophomore, left field; Piper 

O’Connell, catcher/first base; 
Talia Williams, senior, third 
base; Kaylie Leclair, sopho-
more, second base; Marissa 
Tessier, junior, pitcher/first 
base.

Key newcomers: Isabella 
Nadeau, junior, second base; 
Michaela Beaudoin, junior, 
outfield; Erin McGuire, ju-
nior, first base/outfield.

Outlook: After leading 
Burrillville Middle School to 
success for the last few sea-
sons, Brissette is excited for 
the challenge of running a 
Division I program. Former 
coach Cliff Matthews didn’t 
leave the cupboard bare, as 
a number of key players who 
played in the 2017 Division II 
title game are back for anoth-
er season. Senior captain Ta-
lia Williams and senior cen-
terfielder Kaitlyn D’Abrosca 
are four-year starters who 
will provide speed and con-
tact at the top of the order. 
The biggest revelation last 
season was the play of Woon-
socket native Callie Thibault, 
who not only provided pow-
er in the middle of the order, 
but was impressive behind 
the plate. Thibault will split 
time with classmate Piper 
O’Connell at catcher. Junior 
lefty Marissa Tessier did the 
bulk of the pitching last sea-
son, but Victoria Young, who 
pitched in the D-II title game 
as a freshman, will also see 
plenty of time in the circle. 
Kaylie Leclair and Isabel-
la Nadeau, who rejoined the 
team after not playing last 
season, will battle for the 
starting job at second base. 
O’Connell, Tessier and Erin 
McGuire can all play first 
base. Flanking D’Abrosca 
in the outfield will be soph-
omore Talia Fernandes and 
McGuire. 

Coach’s take: “I’m ex-
cited because I think we 
have a good shot of being 
successful. We make goals 
for the team and we’re start-
ing small – one win. It’s one 
game at a time. We have a 
goal of reaching  the playoffs 
and there’s no doubt in my 
mind we’ll achieve it. We’ve 
thought about a slogan that 
would represent our team and 
I think what we’re going to go 
with is ‘United we stand on 
the Mount.’ It fits this team. 
All these girls are having fun 
and it’s not about individuals 
anymore – it’s a team.” 

NORTH SMITHFIELD
Head coach: Paul Mercier

2017-18 league record: 
11-6, tied for seventh in Di-
vision II

2017-18 postseason re-
sults: Lost to South Kings-
town in preliminary round.

Returning players: Liz 
Jalette, senior, third base; 
Kayla Butler, senior, second 
base/pitcher; Alex Ledger, 
junior, pitcher/catcher; Alys-
sa Murray, senior, left field; 
Tessa LaBarre, sophomore, 
catcher; Hope Trowbridge, 
junior, shortstop; Kaitlyn 
Walsh, senior, right field; 
Hannah Goodier, senior, first 
base; Jill DePari, senior, des-
ignated player. 

Key newcomers: Abby 
Fortin, freshman, second 
base/pitcher; Brooke Artruc, 
junior, right field; Sadie Cro-
zier, freshman, centerfield.

Outlook: Mercier is 
certainly proud of the pro-
gram he’s built at one of 
the smallest public schools 
in the state. The success the 
Northmen have experienced 
over the last decade came 
with a price, the Northmen 
were moved up to Division I 
for the first time in program 
history. They’re moving up 
without a proven ace on the 
roster, which makes Merci-
er’s job very tricky. Based 
on the limited evidence of 
a scrimmage against Woon-
socket, junior Alex Ledger 
may be up for the task. Led-
ger spent her first two sea-
sons as Vanessa Venkatara-
man’s catcher, but now she’s 
being asked to replace the 
Tufts freshman. “She’s been 
working very hard in the 
offseason. Her future is ob-
viously catching, but I knew 
how hard she could throw.” 
Kayla Butler and freshman 
Abby Fortin will also see 
plenty of time in the circle. 
Sophomore Tessa LaBarre 
was a starter last season and 
will move behind the plate. 
Aside from pitching, what 
will determine North Smith-
field’s fate this season is the 
play of four-year starters Liz 
Jalette at third base and Alys-
sa Murray in left field. “Mur-
ray and Liz both have big bats 
and they’re both steady play-
ers.” Hope Trowbridge will 
be a linchpin at shortstop, 
while senior Hannah Goodi-
er returns at first base. Mer-
cier said he will rotate Fortin 
and Butler at second. In the 
outfield, Burrillville transfer 
Brooke Artruc will play in 
right, talented freshman Sa-
die Crozier has “opened my 
eyes, because she’s a phe-

nomenal outfielder.” Crozier 
has earned the starting spot 
in center field. Crozier is the 
fastest player on the team. 

Coach’s take: “We’re just 
going to take it one day at a 
time because we know we 
have a challenge ahead of us. 
Whether we agree or disagree 
to play in Division I – we’re 
probably the smallest public 
school to play in Division I – 
there’s a little bit of pride to 
be taken that we’ve been this 
successful all of these years. 
We’re accepting the chal-
lenge, we’re going to work 
hard and see what happens. 
I’ve already told the kids that 
a successful season isn’t al-
ways about wins and losses 
or a championship, it’s about 
competing and showing up.”

DIVISION II

BURRILLVILLE
Head coach: Bill Lacey
2017-18 league record: 

5-12, tied for 12th in Division 
II

2017-18 postseason re-
sults: Didn’t make the play-
offs.

Returning players: Re-
becca Arndt, senior, pitcher; 
Jade Guertin, sophomore, 
centerfield; Alyssa Simp-
son, junior, left field; Kaitlyn 
Gould, sophomore, shortstop; 
Abby Goudreau, junior, sec-
ond base; Morgan Cournoy-
er, junior, first base.

Key newcomers: Kaitlyn 
Pristawa, freshman, catcher; 
Kaitlynne McPherson, fresh-
man, third base; Isabel Costa, 
freshman, right field/pitcher; 
Victoria Lamontagne, fresh-
man, utility; Sophia Pouliot, 
sophomore, outfield.

Outlook: Last season 
was disappointing for coach 
Bill Lacey and the Bron-
cos, as the squad didn’t re-
turn to the playoffs and won 
just five games even though 
a couple of talented fresh-
men produced for a veteran 
team. Lacey is upbeat about 
this season after a strong 
week of scrimmages against 
Blackstone Valley foes. Se-
nior Rebecca Arndt is back 
in the circle and Lacey has 
kept it simple for the multi-
sport star. “She’s limiting the 
walks. As long as she contin-
ues to do that – throws strikes 
and pitches to contact – we’ll 
play good defense behind 
her.” Two-year starting catch-
er Madison McCutcheon is 
out for the season with an 

injury, so freshman Kaitlyn 
Pristawa jumps into the spot. 
“She’s been rock solid defen-
sively. She’s building some 
chemistry with Becca.” An-
other freshman, Cumberland 
transplant Kaitlynne McPher-
son, will play third base. She 
had an impressive perfor-
mance last week against Lin-
coln. The rest of the infield 
remains intact, with Kaitlyn 
Goul at short, Abby Gou-
dreau at second and Morgan 
Cournoyer at first. Junior Al-
yssa Simpson and sophomore 
lead-off hitter Jade Guertin 
return in the outfield. The 
other outfield spot belongs to 
freshman Isabel Costa. 

Coach’s take: “The chem-
istry is there for this team, 
so things are looking good. 
We’ve had three scrimmages 
[last week] and I think we’ve 
been in double figures scor-
ing in all three games. We can 
hit the ball and Becca’s pitch-
ing really well. We’re playing 
good defense. I’m extremely 
excited and sometimes I have 
to keep it to myself because I 
don’t want to show the girls. 
We put together three solid 
scrimmages where we took 
steps forward. We took two 
steps forward against North-
bridge, we took four steps 
forward against North Smith-
field and four steps forward 
against Lincoln.”

DAVIES TECH
Head coach: Bob Morris
2017-18 league record: 

9-4, fourth in Division III
2017-18 postseason re-

sults: Defeated Classical, 14-
4, in quarterfinals; defeated 
top seed Exeter/West Green-
wich, 11-1, in semifinals; lost 
to No. 3 Tiverton, two games-
to-none, (11-3, 8-4), in best-
of-three championship set.

Returning players: Julie 
Desautel, senior, second base; 
Alaynah Rubio, junior, short-
stop/catcher; Tiana Spooner, 
senior, outfield; Katrina Fer-
nandes, sophomore, pitcher/
first base; Abbi Choiniere, 
sophomore, pitcher/first base; 
Taylor Kent, junior, third 
base/first base; Sam Baako, 
senior, left field; Sophia Bab-
cock, sophomore, catcher/
third base.

Key newcomers: Jamila 
Coleman, freshman, center-
field/first base; Panida Me-
jia, freshman, catcher/second 
base; Lillian Santos, fresh-
man, outfield.

See CHANGE, page B3

SOFTBALL – 2019 SEASON PREVIEWSOFTBALL – 2019 SEASON PREVIEWHIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE
MONDAY

BOYS
Lacrosse

4 p.m. PCD/St. Raphael Co-op 
at Prout

Volleyball
6 p.m. Times 2 Academy at 
Burrillville
6:15 p.m. Lincoln at Scituate
6:30 p.m. Tolman at East Green-
wich

Tennis
4 p.m. Chariho at Lincoln

Outdoor Track
4 p.m. Barrington, East Provi-
dence, Shea, Tolman at Tiverton

GIRLS
Softball

3:30 p.m. Portsmouth at Davies 
Tech
3:45 p.m. West Warwick at 
Woonsocket

4 p.m. Tolman at Burrillville
4:30 p.m. St. Raphael at Scituate

Lacrosse
4:15 p.m. Cumberland at Moses 
Brown

Outdoor Track
4 p.m. Barrington, East Provi-
dence, Shea, Tolman at Tiverton

TUESDAY
BOYS

Baseball
4 p.m. Cumberland at Bishop 
Hendricken; South Kingstown 
at Lincoln

Lacrosse
5:30 p.m. Burrillville at Clas-
sical
6 p.m. North Smith9eld at 
Lincoln
6:30 p.m. Mount St. Charles at 
North Providence

April 1
 Fred Luchesi and Ralph (Hop) Harrington, both of 

Pawtucket and 1954 driving champions, will be in the 
field competing in the open stock car racing program at the Lons-
dale Speedway. Luchesi captured the United Stock Car Racing 
Club’s circuit crown last year, while Harrington won the track 
title at Lonsdale and is a two-time New England champion. Other 
outstanding local drivers entered in the inaugural program are 
former New England titlist Red Bolduc of Pawtucket, Roland 
Lapierre of Nasonville, Red Barbeau of Woonsocket, Hank Ste-
vens of Centredale and Cy Yates of Pawtucket.

Bart Miller took top honors with a high string of 236 
and high three series of 600 to lead the Blackstone Val-

ley Industrial Tenpin Bowling League. Other leaders were Ben 
Herchel 589, Bob Daigle 584, Hub Palardy 562, John Zuroms-
ki 561, Gerry Yankee 555, Ray Yankee 554, John Perry 552, Al 
Kennedy 552, Tony Ozjaca 551, Bob Carter 551, Matt Cyzpiel 
546, Lou Bandieri 539, Joe Olivo 536, Jim Neary 532, Jack Car-
ter 530 and Bob Scholes 530.     

Bob Morris and Omer Landry, who between them have 
more than 600 high school coaching victories, were in-
ducted into the Rhode Island Basketball Coaches Hall 

of Fame. Morris coached Pawtucket High School from 1927-
40 winning seven state titles, then moved onto Pawtucket West 
from 1940-1945, winning two more state championships and a 
co-championship. Landry coached Central Falls for 18 years pil-
ing up 266 wins against 109 losses. From 1952-1961, his quintets 
had a record of 178-23 capturing eight Class B championships in 
a school with fewer than 100 boys.  

— Compiled Bill Mulholland
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Hannah LaRose, above, is part of a Cumberland squad looking to forge a new identity this season after the graduation of a num-
ber of influential seniors. Lincoln junior Molly Thibaudeau (bottom left) is hoping to lead the Lions back to the playoffs, while 
North Smithfield senior outfielder Alyssa Murray (21, bottom right) and the Northmen are embracing the Division I challenge.


