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Campopiano takes on new role
Veteran Shea football coach becomes first Pawtucket AD

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — There’s 
a new 1-2 punch overseeing 
schoolboy and schoolgirl athlet-
ics in the city. Rest assured they 
are far from newcomers when it 
comes to understanding the sport-
ing landscape on East Avenue and 
Exchange Street and all the key 
players involved in each school 
building. 

Long associated as the varsity 
football and baseball head coach 
at Shea High, Dino Campopiano 
has been appointed Pawtucket’s 
Athletic Director. His jurisdic-
tion will now include sports at 

Shea and Tolman as well as the 
middle school level. Previous-
ly holding the title as Tolman 
High’s athletic director, Frank 
Laliberte will be known as the 
Pawtucket Assistant Athletic 
Director moving forward.

The expectation is that Cam-
popiano and Laliberte will work 
closely together. That shouldn’t 
prove to be a problem.

Campopiano decided to throw 
his name in the AD hat after 
Kate Corry announced her re-
tirement as Shea High’s athletic 
director prior to the conclusion 
of the 2020-21 school year. Of-
ficially, the man affectionately 
known as “Camp” took the Paw-

tucket AD reins with the current 
fall sports season already in full 
swing. 

“It’s a passion of mine and 
something I always wanted to 
do ever since I became a coach 
and educator,” said Campo-
piano when reached Tuesday. 
“[Becoming an AD] always in-
terested me, but obviously it’s 
something you need experience 
with and know what’s going 
on.”

In terms of influences, Cam-
popiano gave credit to the indi-
viduals who held the AD title 
during his tenure at Shea. 

See CAMPOPIANO, page B3

File photo
Shea football and baseball coach Dino Campopiano, right, was named the ath-
letic director for the entire city last month.

BOYS SOCCER

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN — What head 
coach Sean Cavanaugh seeks 
is for a few members of the 
Lincoln High football team 
to keep the winning culture 
train moving along at full 
throttle.

For some on this year’s ros-
ter, they’ve enjoyed the bene-
fit of watching Randall Hien, 
John Jaramillo, and Dylan Ba-
lon set an example that proved 
paramount to Lincoln’s recent 
status as a perennial playoff 
team. Throw out last year’s 
COVID-impacted season and 
the Lions qualified for the post-
season all but one year between 
2015-19. 

Due to graduation, none of 
the aforementioned names are 
associated with the program 
heading into the 2021 season. 
Hence, you can understand why 
Cavanaugh is on the lookout for 
the next wave of Lincoln play-
ers to build upon the existing 
foundation.

“It’s one of the reasons why 
we have gameday captains. 
We’re looking for a few guys to 
take the lead and that’s some-
thing that’s been our motiva-
tion. Who’s going to step up? 
How are we going to embrace 
the adversity?” said Cavana-
ugh. 

“We have great kids. They’re 
all working hard and respect 
each other, but we want them 
to have that on-field presence 
about them.

“We can talk about the guys 
from the past, but they’re gone. 
This is now their team. It’s 
about how they define it,” add-
ed Cavanaugh. “We feel com-
fortable about our culture. The 
kids understand what we’re try-
ing to work for and that it’s go-
ing to be about hard work and 
dedication. In order to enjoy 
that hard work, we need some-
one to say, ‘Hey, this is how it’s 
done.’”

See LIONS, page B3

Lions looking for leaders

File photo
Lincoln quarterback Sam Clifford is back after guiding the Lions during the three-game spring season. The Lions 
are a young squad that Clifford is going to have to help lead through a difficult Division II schedule.

With leadership, 
young squad full 
of promise

Lions, Northmen earn emphatic victories
By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

PAWTUCKET — If it looks like 
Lincoln High seniors Thomas Zhao 
and Thomas Corcoran have a tele-
pathic relationship on the soccer 
field it’s because they kind of do.

The all-division attackers started 
going to school together as kinder-

gartners at Northern Elementary 
and they continued to play on the 
same soccer teams and go to the 
same school until ninth grade when 
Zhao left for La Salle.

The separation lasted just one 
year because they were back to-
gether again as sophomores when 
they helped Lincoln win the Di-
vision II title thanks to Zhao’s ti-

tle-winning goal. Two years later, 
the duo know this will likely be 
their last school year together and 
they want to finish their time to-
gether with a championship.

Their final season got off to a 
good start on Tuesday afternoon 
against a talented St. Raphael 
squad which came down from Di-
vision I. It took Zhao just 15 min-

utes to finish Corcoran for a beau-
tiful half volley past goalie Julian 
Dias. Zhao found Corcoran for 
a breakaway goal a few minutes 
into the second half of a 4-0 victo-
ry at the McKinnon-Alves Soccer 
Complex.

“I’ve known [Corcoran] since 
kindergarten and we just practice 
often together and we just have 

very good chemistry,” Zhao said. 
“The connection we have is just 
something natural and the balls 
I play to him are just something 
I do as a midfielder. He makes 
really good runs and I see the 
space that’s open and I just slip it 
through to him.”

See EMPHATIC, page B6

File photo
Davies Tech football coach Henry Cabral 
can count on 23 returning players to help 
the Patriots in their third season.

Continuity 
aids Davies
3rd-year program returns 
23 varsity players

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN — Similar to programs 
around the state, the Davies Tech foot-
ball team is attempting to return to nor-
mal following the COVID-19 short-
ened season.

For the third-year program under the 
direction of head coach Henry Cabral, 
the quest for a more normal existence 
on the gridiron is helped tremendously 
by the presence of 23 returnees.  

Welcoming back a healthy number 
of contributors from last year’s break-
through group has its perks. No longer 
do coaches have to stress the impor-
tance of buckling one’s chinstrap, nor 
do instructions have to be provided on 
putting on the pads. From the moment 
the first whistle of the preseason sound-
ed, the Patriots have been able to hit the 
ground running with an eye towards 
what Cabral hopes is a campaign that 
proves rewarding on several levels.

“A lot of our daily norms, we don’t 
have to discuss or go over with them 
anymore. They lead by example which 
is great,” said Cabral.

See RETURN, page B3



Sports  THE TIMES     B3Wednesday, September 8, 2021

This action shot brought to you by:

www.navigantcu.org • 401-233-4300

Blackstone ValleySports

Pic of the DayPic of the Day

Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way
If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are welcome to receive FREE photo 
reproductions of the Pic of the Day. Call our Classified department at 401-767- 8503 to 
request your Pic of the Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” photo as a free gift 
from Navigant Credit Union.

Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.
Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of

$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”
11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00

Please leave your order quantities and contact information when you call. You will be called 
when your order will be ready for pick up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

December 14, 2019 - Saints junior guard Tatum Forbes (3) shoots during 
first half of the Donaldson-Lynch Tournament girls finals at the Boys and 

Girls Club of Pawtucket Saturday night. Saints prevailed 41-10 final.
Ernest A. Brown photo

Lions
Continued from page B1

If the Lions are going to be competitive in 
Division II-A, a subdivision that features two 
defending Super Bowl champs in Barrington 
(last year’s D-II winner) and Coventry (a 
newcomer to D-II after claiming the D-III 
title), it’s imperative that Sam Clifford takes 
a major step forward at quarterback. Now a 
sophomore, Clifford started both games that 
Lincoln got in last spring before coronavirus 
concerns forced the curtain to lowered soon-
er than originally anticipated.

“He’s a hard worker and really is a sponge 
for information … staying after practice and 
watching film,” said Cavanaugh when asked 
about Clifford. “Like the rest of our young 
guys, he’s going to continue to get better.” 

The Lions are carrying a freshman quar-
terback in John Nicoil, someone described 
by the head coach as a gamer who can play 
both sides of the ball. 

“We’re confident in whoever takes the 
[QB] lead for us,” said Cavanaugh.

As part of Lincoln’s standard Wing-T for-
mation, senior Issac Alves and junior Chris-
tian Patrone will serve as “lightning” compo-
nents of the running back attack with senior 
Ethan Sexton supplying the thunder.  

“It’s been a super combination,” said 
Cavanaugh. “They all worked hard in the 
weight room during the summer.”

Described as a great student of the game, 
senior Will Brown is the Lions’ top receiv-
ing threat. Known more around town for his 
baseball abilities, sophomore Joey Conti is 
giving football a try and has quickly emerged 
as a dependable pass catcher. Senor Damian 
Terrizzi is another option at receiver.

At tight end, two names to keep an eye on 
are senior Jonathan Wetmore and sophomore 
Isaac Brown – Will’s younger brother. 

Outside of senior Will Bowler, the offen-
sive line features very little varsity experi-
ence. A senior, Sebastian Pacheco’s first for-
ay was the 2021 “Fall II” season. Also in the 
mix are senior Mitch Murtha, junior Caden 
Watters, junior Ian Lanctot, and sophomore 
Ravi Kapadia.  

“It’s a work in progress, but they’re giv-
ing everything they’ve got,” said Cavanaugh. 
“They’re showing they’re up for the challenge.”

As far as who’ll play close to the line of 
scrimmage on defense, Lincoln will count on 
Bowler, and Wetmore at the end spots while 
Pacheco and Kapadia line up in the middle. 

The linebacking unit is brand new with the 
secondary featuring Will Brown along with 
Petrone, Alves, Conti, Terrizzi, and sopho-
more Ryan Plante, who could also see some 
time at running back.  

“The depth chart is written in pencil and 
we’ve definitely got the eraser ready,” said 
Cavanaugh about the linebackers. “We’re 
looking for some aggressiveness and guys 
who want to be in the mix.” 

In the kicking department, Terrizzi will 
handle the punting while Kapadia will be out 
there for kickoffs. It’s still an open competi-
tion for field goals and PATs. Between Alves 

and Patrone, Cavanaugh has enough trust 
that they’ll be able to get the job done in the 
return game. 

Looking at the schedule, the Lions head 
to Johnston for a nonleague clash on Friday 
before opening D-II play against Rogers on 
Sept. 17 at Ferguson Field. There are also 
games against Mount Hope (Sept. 24), Mo-
ses Brown (Oct. 2), Coventry (Oct. 8), Mount 
Pleasant (Oct. 15), West Warwick (Oct. 22), 
and Barrington (Oct. 29) to look forward to.

Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @
BWMcGair03
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File photo
The Lincoln football team opens up the season Friday night against Division III Johnston in a non-league game before hosting Rogers next Friday 
night at Ferguson Field. Tough tests await in October against Super Bowl champions Coventry and Barrington. 

Return
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 “Going from the locker 
room to the field and even 
during practice, they under-
stand what’s expected and 
what they’ve got to do. It 
moves practice along pretty 
quickly which is nice.”

Entering his second year 
as the Patriots’ starting quar-
terback, Antonio Cabral has 
reached the point in his de-
velopment where the game is 
starting to slow down a bit. A 
junior who can air it out and 
also make things happen with 
his feet, Cabral has been made 
to understand the importance 
of trusting his skill guys.

“He has a lot of confidence 
heading into the season and 
done a good job as far as his 
pre-snap reads,” said Coach 
Cabral about his QB. “He’s 
going to have some people he 
can rely on and we’ll go from 
there.”

A senior, Matthew Pat-
enaude is regarded as the 

Patriots’ Swiss Army Knife 
when it comes to offensive 
threats. He’s lined up to re-
ceive carries and should also 
factor in the passing game. Se-
nior Jayden Medeiros joined 
the football ranks last spring 
while classmate Anthony Sil-
va is slated to see action in 
the backfield. One of 11 ninth 
graders in the fold, Ziahair 
Gibau has been impressive in 
the early going and figures to 
provide more depth at running 
back.

A sophomore who’s new 
to football, Camron Monteiro 
has flashed the kind of speed 
that has Cabral dreaming of 
numerous possibilities as the 
season moves along. For now, 
Monteiro represents running 
back insurance.

Nick Maston is a senior 
who’ll line up at tight end 
with sophomore Aiden Cote 
serving as his backup. Senior 
David Laquale headlines the 
receiving group that also fea-
tures Patenaude, Medeiros, 
and Rose.

Davies returns four-fifths 

of last year’s offensive line. 
Senior Gianni Loredo is back 
at center will also serve as 
captain. Juniors David Tousig-
nant and Jasai Boykin are the 
guards while the tackle spots 
are in the hands of juniors Jus-
tin Frias and Jaden Mercedes.

A junior, Joe Reid will 
lead the Patriots’ defensive 
line along with classmate Ma-
rio Tapia. Davies runs a 3-5 
scheme that’s heavy on line-
backers. The unit includes Sil-
va, Rose, Patenaude, Maston, 
Loredo, and Boykin.

“We’ll mix it up,” said 
Cabral.

Antonio Cabral anchors a 
secondary that will also count 
on Laquale and Gibau along 
with senior Jayden Medeiros 
and sophomore Anthony 
Verella.   

Patenaude will handle all 
aspects of the kicking game 
and will also be featured in the 
return game along with Rose.

The Patriots will jump into 
Division IV action this Friday 
with North Providence com-
ing to Fairlawn Veterans Me-

morial Park. Davies will play 
two home games at Fairlawn 
and two more home games at 
Pariseau Field.

“We’re trying to play most 
of our games on Friday nights 
so parents will be able to get to 
them,” said Cabral.

Save for Ponaganset, 
Cabral believes the division is 
wide open.

“Two through nine, I think 

they’ll be a lot of competitive 
games,” he said.

After achieving the pro-
gram’s first win last season, 
Cabral believes the time is 
right to raise the bar even 
higher for his group.

“Our goal every year is 
to make the playoffs, but I 
think this is the year where 
it’s a reality for our kids 
and they understand that,” 

said Cabral. “We’ve been 
working hard which is good. 
We’ll see how we do as the 
season goes along.”

In terms of evolving as a 
program, Davies has lined 
up a Thanksgiving opponent 
in the Juanita Sanchez/PCD 
co-op team.

Follow Brendan McGair 
on Twitter @BWMcGair03

Campopiano
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“Whether it’s [former Shea athletic di-
rector] Ray McGee or [former Tolman AD] 
John Scanlon along with Kate and Frank, 
our sports programs have always been 
in control because of the great people in-
volved,” said Campopiano. “Whether Kate 
or Ray were the AD, I was always kept in-
volved by them. They included me with all 
the sports programs. It’s been a great family 
and it will always be that way.

“I don’t consider it as separate things. 
We’re all working together and it’s going 
to continue that way,” he added. “I’m hon-
ored to represent the city of Pawtucket … 
the high schools and middle schools. After 
25 years of being here, it’s truly an honor 
to work with everyone and continue the tra-
dition.” 

Becoming Pawtucket’s AD means that 

Campopiano will have to step down from 
baseball. Due to the late nature of his ap-
pointment, he’ll continue coaching football 
until the final horn sounds in Shea’s last 
game of the 2021 season. 

“Dino has substantial experience as an 
educator and notably to all who call him 
‘Coach Camp.’ From a young age, Dino 
displayed his skill and love of sports and 
with that pursued high education to impart 
this passion to students,” said Pawtucket 
Superintendent Dr. Cheryl McWilliams in 
an emailed statement. “Dino’s experience 
as a former athlete, educator and coach has 
given a unique perspective to support all as-
pects of athletics for our secondary schools. 
He is always organized, prepared, and can 
effectively communicate. One of Coach 
Camp’s strongest attributes is his ability to 
build cohesiveness and school community.”

 
Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @

BWMcGair03

File photo
Davies junior quarterback Antonio Cabral, left, is in his second season as the Patriots’ signal caller. 
The Patriots are hoping to make a run at a Division IV playoff spot in their third season.
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