
Avoid making yourself 
the story is considered one 
of journalism’s cardinal 
rules. Considering how often 
it was stressed 
at the onset of 
my sportswriting 
career, it might 
as well have been 
THE Golden Rule.  

Capital I’s? 
Best to strike them 
from the record 
right now. Just 
because you have 
been handed a 
platform doesn’t 
mean you should 
fall into the trap 
of interjecting per-
sonal pronouns at 
every conceivable 
turn. The read-
ers aren’t interested about 
what’s taking place in your 
life.

Turns out this particu-
lar creed has been easy to 

adhere to during this scribe’s 
15-plus (and still counting) 
years of employment with 
the Times/Call sports depart-

ment. 
When you work 

for a communi-
ty-centric publica-
tion, you can’t help 
but gravitate to-
wards individuals 
who in some way, 
shape, or form are 
connected to the 
surrounding area. 
Now and forever, 
those are the sto-
ries that are worth 
telling and seem to 
register the greatest 
impact because 
of a time-tested 
simple formula. 

They involve a neighbor, a 
teammate … someone you 
know.

See McGAIR, page B3
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By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
Associated Press

FOXBORO — The Patriots left 
Sunday’s 35-30 loss  at Seattle lament-
ing the yard they didn’t get.

But they exited with increased con-
fidence in both the progress they’re 
making on offense and the versatility 
of the quarterback leading it. 

Cam Newton did most of his dam-
age with his legs in New England’s 

Week 1 win over Miami. He ran for 
two touchdowns against the Sea-
hawks, but also showed he’s still more 
than capable of leading a team down 
the field with his arm — a question 
mark heading into the season. 

He finished 30 of 44 through the air 
for 397 yards, the third-most passing 
yards of his career. He was particularly 
solid in the two-minute offense during 
the final drive to give New England a 
chance to win the game. 

Those are all positive signs for a unit 
that, outside of Newton, is still trying to 
clean up some issues in the run game.

“It was something to build on, most 
definitely,” Newton said. 

Despite not having a full offseason 
program to get acclimated to offensive 
coordinator Josh McDaniels’ system, 
Newton has managed to quickly build 
some chemistry with his new receivers. 

See POSITIVES, page B3
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Other than the people on the field, the only individuals allowed 
at Patriots games this season are the mascot, cheerleaders 
and media.

Fortunate one

POSITIVES IN DEFEAT

Stevens, Spoelstra share traits
Coaches’ attention to detail helps teams achieve success

By TIM REYNOLDS 
Associated Press

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. — Jae 
Crowder will tell anybody who asks 
that the Miami Heat are extremely 
well-prepared for whatever comes their 
way in the Eastern Conference finals.

He can say the same about the Bos-
ton Celtics, too.

Crowder and fellow Heat teammate 
Kelly Olynyk are both in the East title 
series for the second time. Their first 
time was in 2017 — when they were 
Boston teammates under coach Brad 
Stevens. And it isn’t hard for Crowder 
to see the similarities between Stevens 
and Heat coach Erik Spoelstra.

“Oh, the No. 1 thing that sticks 
out to me is the attention to detail,” 
Crowder said. “Both coaches have 
preached that and pushed that with 
their teams, respectively. You need 
that at this level. You need that at this 
time of the year, because both teams 
really know exactly what they’re try-

ing to get to. It’s just about the level 
of detail that you’re doing it and how 
much you’re imposing your will.”

The Celtics lost that 2017 series to 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, and neither 
Olynyk nor Crowder ever played for 
Boston again when that postseason 
run ended. Crowder was traded in 
the summer after those 2017 East fi-
nals, part of the deal that brought Ky-
rie Irving from Cleveland to Boston. 
Olynyk left Boston in the same sum-
mer, signing a three-year contract with 
Miami with a player option for next 
season tacked on as well.

Stevens remains fond of both play-

ers, and even now — with the Celtics 
trying to beat the Heat — he says he’s 
happy for Olynyk and Crowder. 

“I think they’re both great com-
petitors, great people,” Stevens said. 
“They impact winning. It’s not a sur-
prise they’re doing it again.”

Spoelstra has a bit of familiarity 
with a key member of the Celtics, albe-
it on a different level. The Heat made 
a big push to sign Gordon Hayward in 
2017, even getting him to visit Miami 
on what became a bit of a whirlwind 
free-agent tour that summer.

See COACHES, page B6
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Cam Newton, above, and the New England Patriots suffered their first defeat Sunday night to Seattle, but the team took plenty 
of positives out of the game headed into Sunday’s clash with undefeated Las Vegas at Gillette Stadium.

Even though Seattle earned the victory, Patriots 
have plenty to build on after last-second mistake

“Both coaches have preached that and pushed that 
with their teams, respectively. You need that at this 
level. You need that at this time of the year, be-
cause both teams really know exactly what they’re 
trying to get to.”

— Heat forward Jae Crowder

Covering games at Fenway, Gillette 
not taken for granted in 2020

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN  –  Kevin Dos-
Santos had been operating a 
forklift in the parking lot of 
Warwick’s soon-to-be-clos-
ing Ann & Hope department 
store at lunchtime on Friday, 
Sept. 4 when his cellphone 
began to jingle.

“I didn’t hear it; the fork-
lift was too loud, but the per-
son I was working with mo-
tioned to me; he said it was 
ringing,” DosSantos laughed. 
“I got off the machine, an-

swered it and heard the ques-
tion. I was surprised.”

That’s when Davies Tech 
Athletic Director Bob Morris 
leveled the question: “How 
would you like to be our new 
varsity girls’ soccer coach?”

He had mentioned that 
former coach Sue Bras-
sard retired and the position 
opened, and felt DosSantos 
the natural replacement as he 
had spent the previous four 
seasons as Brassard’s reli-
able assistant.

See DOSSANTOS, page B6

Submitted photo
After spending four season as the team’s assistant coach, Kevin 
DosSantos was recently named the Davies girls soccer team coach.

DosSantos takes over  
Davies girls program
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In a nutshell, those are the stories that 
positively and undeniably steer clear of 
tooting one’s own horn – where you went 
on your day off, what you ate, the bad break 
that torpedoed your latest round of golf, etc.

Per a recent conversation with a friend 
who brought to my attention an interesting 
distinction as it relates to my work-related 
whereabouts, I’m breaking character. For 
this particular literary exercise, I’m making 
myself the primary subject.

Before working yourself into a soapy 
lather and declaring I’m a hypocrite, here’s 
a little mood-soothing music. To summarize, 
what you’re about to read is a nod to the 
current times and the tiny window I’ve been 
fortunate to squeeze my way through based 
on the media access I’ve been granted.

Here’s the conclusion my friend drew 
upon reading my stories and the press boxes 
they were written in: “If you think about it, 
you’re probably one of the few people who 
can claim to have been to both Fenway Park 
and Gillette Stadium during the coronavirus 
pandemic.” 

The more I thought about what was 
articulated to me, the more I believed it to 
be true. Fans aren’t allowed to pass through 
the turnstiles and generally, there isn’t much 
overlap between media members who cover 
the Red Sox and the Patriots.

Based on the tales told to me by folks 
saying that many moons have passed since 
the last time they went an entire season 
without attending a Red Sox game at 
Fenway, along with hearing from Patriots 
season ticket holders who deferred their 
2020 payment to 2021, I consider myself 
darn lucky to set foot inside two of New 
England’s prominent sporting venues.

Going to the tape, I covered four Red 
Sox games and took in two Summer Camp 
practices. With newspaper deadlines being 
what they are, my preference was to head 
up to Fenway for the day games. Once the 
credential link was deemed operational, I 
checked off three Sunday afternoon contests 
and one weekday game. 

Upon clicking the submit button, I waited 

to see what my fate would entail. The night 
before each game, I received word I had 
been approved. When crunching the num-
bers amidst a global health crisis, press box 
seating has a tendency to disappear fast. 
Fortunately, I batted 4-for-4 with the Sox 
games I wished to attend. 

For someone who’s chronicled the Paw-
Sox, the plotlines heading into three of the 
BoSox games I ended up covering couldn’t 
have worked out any better. I witnessed 
firsthand the MLB debut of both Kyle Hart 
(not so good) and Bobby Dalbec (home run 
that wrapped around Pesky’s Pole) and saw 
Tanner Houck stymie the Yankees in his first 
Fenway Park start on the mound. 

Switching gears to the Patriots, I was 
present for the season-opening statement 
win against the Dolphins and have definite 
plans to be in Foxboro this coming Sunday 
when Cam Newton & Co. look to get back 
on the winning track against the Raiders. 
Just like at Fenway, I’ll be wearing a face 
covering while watching Newton make 
plays with his arm and legs.

These continue to be strange times. I 
keep waiting for the fans to scream and 
shout to the heavens after a home run or 
touchdown. Upon looking out from my 
press box perch, I see nothing except end-
less waves of empty seats. The walk to and 
from the press box has that “Tales from the 

Crypt” vibe where it’s dark and empty and 
you’re just waiting for something to reach 
out and grab you.

Through all the challenges that my partic-
ular occupation presents, I find myself living 
a charmed existence when it comes to saying 
I’m reporting live from venues such as Fen-
way and Gillette. It’s a unique badge of honor 
that’s may have come as a result of a chang-
ing landscape, but it’s still worth noting.

With that, I now return the spotlight back 
to where it rightfully belongs – on the com-
munity we serve. 

Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @
BWMcGair03  
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Like predecessor Tom 
Brady, one of Newton’s 
favorite targets through 
two weeks has been Julian 
Edelman, who caught eight 
passes for a career-high 179 
yards. 

Newton said even with 
the success he’s had, there is 
still room to improve. 

“It’s early,” he said. “I’m 
just trying to continually get 
better. That’s all. For those 
guys to have faith in me, I 
just have to deliver.”

WHAT’S WORKING
Another positive sign for 

the offense was that Newton 
completed passes to seven 
receivers. 

In the Patriots’ sea-
son-opening win over Mi-
ami, he completed passes to 
just five receivers, with only 
Edelman and N’Keal Har-
ry logging more than five 
targets. On Sunday Newton 
targeted Edelman, Harry and 

Damiere Byrd five or more 
times. Edelman and Harry 
had eight catches apiece. 
Byrd finished with six. 

WHAT NEEDS HELP
New England’s second-

ary was among the best in 
the NFL last season, allow-
ing just four passing touch-
downs, hauling in a league-
high 25 interceptions and 
limiting teams to 180 pass-
ing yards per game. 

But Seahawks quarter-
back Russell Wilson ex-
ploited some vulnerabilities, 
completing 21 of 28 pass-
es for 288 yards and five 
touchdowns. Safety Devin 
McCourty did have a Pick-6 
in the first quarter, though it 
came off a tipped ball. 

Wilson also didn’t shy 
away from going at Patri-
ots cornerback and reign-
ing Defensive Player of the 
Year Stephon Gilmore. With 
Gilmore in coverage, Wilson 
completed a 54-yard TD to 
DK Metcalf in the second 
quarter. It was the first TD 
allowed by Gilmore as the 

primary defender since 2018. 
“Russell Wilson is a great 

quarterback. He bought a lot 
of time and that’s what helped 
those guys out. He threw 
some great balls,” Gilmore 
said. “You just have to keep 
getting better, watch the film 
and keep competing.”

STOCK UP 
Harry bounced back af-

ter a rough season opener 
in which he had a fumble 
near the goal line. Harry 
had three catches for 42 
yards on New England’s fi-
nal drive Sunday, including 
a 12-yard reception to get to 
the 1. He finished with a ca-
reer-high eight catches for 
72 yards. 

“He has grown in front of 
everyone’s eyes,” Newton 
said. “For him to gain con-
fidence in himself, I think 
that’s a start. And I think 
that’s what he’s doing. I 
think (Sunday) was a great 
indication of that and what 
he could potentially be.”

STOCK DOWN 
K Nick Folk went 1 for 

2 on field goals Sunday. He 
connected from 25 yards but 

missed a 51-yarder. He is 
now 1 for 3 on the season. 

Still his job seems safe for 
now. 

Photo by Brendan McGair
Other than the fan who broke in for Sunday’s game against the New York Yankees, the stands at Fenway Park have been empty this season. Call/
Times sports writer Brendan McGair has been fortunate enough to cover games at Fenway and Gillette Stadium during the pandemic.
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August 22, 2020 - Ian Goulet, right, sails to the hoop for two points during 
final day of Summer Hoops League action at Mount Saint Charles Academy 
Saturday morning. A total of twenty-nine young athletes took part, under the 
guidance of Mount Athletic Director Ray Leveille and boys head basketball 
coach Henry Coleman which began on June 20th despite complications 

caused by the coronavirus pandemic. Ernest A. Brown photo

FOXBORO (AP) — Patriots running back 
James White says he is having trouble process-
ing the sudden death of his father, but is finding 
comfort in celebrating his son’s first birthday. 

In an Instagram message  Tuesday, White 
posted side by side photos of himself as a child 
sitting on the lap of his father, Tyrone, and an-
other of White holding his 1-year-old son, Xza-
vier. 

“Happy 1st birthday Xzavier! I hope I can 
be as good of a father to you as my father was 
to my brother and I!” White wrote. “I still can’t 
quite process everything that’s going on right 
now but when I look at you, you give me life! 
May you Rest In Peace, Dad. We miss you 
much already.”

Tyrone White, 59, was killed Sunday when 
the car occupied by he and his wife, Lisa, col-
lided with another vehicle in Cooper City, Flor-
ida, authorities said. White, who was a captain 
in the Miami-Dade Police Department, was 
pronounced dead at the scene. Lisa White re-
mains hospitalized. 

James White found out about the crash prior 
to the Patriots’ matchup at Seattle on Sunday 
night and was inactive for the game. 

In the days since, his teammates and scores 
of players and coaches around the NFL have 
voiced condolences for White both publicly 
and on social media. 

The list included Seahawks quarterback 
Russell Wilson, a teammate of White’s at Wis-
consin, who began his postgame interview af-
ter Seattle’s win on Sunday by sending his well 
wishes. 

“My heart’s been heavy all day thinking 
about him,” Wilson said. “This year’s been a 
tough year as a whole and a lot of people that 
we know (are impacted) and people just going 
through so much. But James, I’m praying for 

you man.”
A soft-spoken presence in New England’s 

locker room, White is best known for scoring 
three touchdowns, including the game-winner 
in the Patriots’ comeback Super Bowl win over 
Atlanta in the 2016 season. But he is one of the 
most-respected players on the roster, evidenced 
in him being named a team captain each of past 
three seasons. 

“There are few people that come into your 
life that do EVERYTHING the right way. 
James is one of them,” Tampa Bay quarterback 
and former teammate Tom Brady wrote in an 
Twitter post. “Kind, gentle, loving, fiercely 
competitive and hardworking. His parents 
raised an amazing son. And we are all grieving 
with James as he is going through this difficult 
time. Love you my friend.”

Prior to the season, White spoke at length 
about conversations he remembered having 
growing up with his father about interacting 
with police that have resonated with him in 
recent months in the midst of social justice 
protests that followed the shooting deaths of 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Jacob Blake 
and others. 

“My dad always taught me, even though he 
is a cop ... in his uniform job (and as) a Black 
man in society those things that happened to 
George Floyd can happen to me, can happen to 
my dad, can happen to any person of color in 
this world,” White said.

White said those conversations have stuck 
with him as he’s gotten older. 

“My dad always made me aware of what I 
should do when I get pulled over and things 
of that nature and how to treat cops,” he said. 
“I see both sides and I’ve heard a lot of stories 
from my dad from that perspective, so it helped 
shape me growing up.”

NFL rallies around grieving White


	CAL-092320-B01
	CAL-092320-B03

