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Public squads earn city bragging rights

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

WOONSOCKET – If the 
Burrillville High boys’ basket-
ball team is going to receive 
the type of firepower from the 
perimeter that was on display 
Sunday afternoon, the Broncos 
just may find themselves back 
in a familiar spot when all is 
said and done

Last year’s Division II final-
ist was the recipient of a splen-
did game off the bench from ju-
nior Charles Bergin – 19 points 
on six three-pointers – as the 
Broncos dispatched Mount St. 
Charles, 62-36, in non-league 
action. Burrillville made 10 
threes in the game with junior 
Elijah Diallo (14 points) along 
with seniors Jaden White (two 
threes) and Wes Cournoyer dis-
playing the kind of touch from 

beyond the arc that figures 
to complement inside threats 
Dean Ayotte and Michael Hed-
quist.

“He’s been shooting that 
well since the summer,” said 
Burrillville head coach Kevin 
Randall when asked about Ber-
gin. “Teams are going to pay at-
tention to Wes and Jaden when 
they drive into the lane and he’s 
going to be recipient of some 
open looks. If he’s hitting from 
the outside, we’re going to be 
tough.”

Burrillville took control ear-
ly, jumping out to leads of 7-0 
and 13-2 after one quarter. It 
was an eight-point game when 
Bergin made his first three be-
fore adding two more early in 
the second quarter that helped 
widen the gap to 20-2.

See BRONCOS, page B3

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Instead of putting the ball 
into the hands of his star sophomore guard, 
Shea/Tolman girls’ basketball co-head coach 
Walter “Bunky” Gonzalez chose to rev up his 
team’s inside game in hopes of ending St. Ra-
phael’s four-year reign as Donaldson-Lynch 
Tournament champions. 

“We made it a point to get it down to [sopho-
more Aryana Blanco] and [junior Klani Gaul],” 
said Gonzalez about an approach that helped Shol-
man open up a 10-point lead late in the first half 
against the defending Division I champion Saints.

As Saturday’s action unfolded at the Boys & 
Girls Club, it became clear that Armani Rivera 
is more than just a talented scorer. Whether it 
was following her own shot in the pursuit of 
securing an extra possession for her team, or 
chasing after anyone in an SRA jersey who 
happened to be handling the ball, Rivera did 
the little things that helped the co-op team 
maintain a healthy lead on the scoreboard. 

When it came time to seal the deal, however, 
Rivera displayed a cool and collected approach. 
SRA managed to cut a 14-point deficit down to 
five with 1:23 remaining, yet the Saints were 
unable to draw any closer. Rivera attempted six 
free throws over a 33-second span and drained 
all of them as the Raiders/Tigers made an ear-
ly-season statement courtesy of a 48-36 victory 
over an SRA outfit that was forced to swim up-
stream for much of the contest.

Rivera’s clutch showing at the charity stripe 
put the finishing touch on a night when she led 
all scorers with 18 points and missed just one 
of the 11 free throws she attempted. 

“I got to do what I’ve got to do. I’m a point 
guard and I want to lead this team,” said Rive-
ra. “My teammates worked hard and had the 
same mindset that I have. We didn’t fold and 
we were able to win a championship.”

See SHOLMAN, page B3

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — What took 
place Saturday night on arguably 
the brightest boys’ basketball 
stage in the city – the Boys & 
Girls Club – was a marriage be-
tween a team’s guards and low-
post threats.

Whether it was getting to the 
rim or firing from the outside, 
Shea High senior Enrique Sosa 
could not be stopped by any-
one wearing a St. Raphael jer-
sey. More trouble for the Saints 
lurked in the post as the length 
possessed by Shea senior Isaac 
Ogutuga along with the sheer 
power of junior Malik Matanmi 
proved a major factor in why 
the Donaldson-Lynch Memorial 
Tournament trophy will continue 
to reside on the East Ave. campus 
over the next 12 months.

The game was well in hand 

from the midway point of the sec-
ond quarter as the Raiders poured 
it on and did not let up until the 
final buzzer. The end result was 
a 74-45 beatdown that might as 
well double as a warning sign 
for the rest of Division II – if the 
Raider guards and forwards con-
tinue to remain on the same page.

“I thought our big guys played 
pretty good against Tolman but 
our guards played better,” said 
Shea head coach Steve DeMeo, 
referring to the Raiders’ last-sec-
ond win over the Tigers that 
propelled them to the title game 
against the Saints. “(Saturday 
night), they all came together. 
Malik played the type of game 
we expect him to play. He just 
has to believe in himself. Enrique 
has such a high IQ. He knows 
when we want to slow down and 
when we want to push it.

See RAIDERS, page B3

Sholman takes 
down defending 
state champions

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
The Shea boys basketball team used its size and seep to overwhelm St. Raphael, 74-45, in Saturday night’s Donaldson-Lynch Memorial Tour-
nament title game at the Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket. The Raiders and Saints will meet again in a Division II contest later in the season.

Raiders ride inside-outside game to rout of St. Raphael

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Sholman sophomore guard Ashley Rivera (24) 
was named the tournament MVP after leading 
her team to a 48-36 victory over defending state 
champion St, Raphael.

BOYS BASKETBALL BOYS HOCKEY

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

NORTH SMITHFIELD 
— The one constant for the 
Lincoln hockey team over 
the last three successful sea-
son was scoring. Whether it 
was All-Stater Colby Acciar-
do or Spencer Smith or Kyle 
Costa, the Lions always had 
someone who could bail 
them out of a tough situation 
with a crucial goal.

As the Lions learned in 
the opening weekend of the 
new season, they’re going to 
have to find different ways 
to win games. The short-
handed Lions opened the 
season with games against 

the reigning Division II 
champion – Cranston/Scitu-
ate co-op – and the favorite 
to win the Division III title 
– Coventry – and they suf-
fered a pair of defeats.

The Lions had a rough 
second period in Friday’s 
5-1 defeat to the Falcons 
and Saturday night, the dif-
ference was the final period. 
Devin Cormier scored goals 
in each of the first two peri-
ods, but Coventry freshman 
Collin King scored three 
of his five goals in the final 
period to secure a 6-2 non-
league win at Rhode Island 
Sports Center. 

See LIONS, page B6

Lincoln developing 
new winning identity

Deep Broncos pull away from Mounties

File photo
Jaden White, above, hit two of Burrillville’s 14 3-point-
ers in Sunday’s 62-36 rout of Mount St. Charles.

Shea 
riding high 

against SRA

SPORTS, B1

Raiders ride inside-
outside game to rout 

of St. Raphael
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By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – The scene that played 
out in front of the William M. Davies 
Jr. Career & Technical High School on 
mild Thursday afternoon created for 
some on hand tears of joy.

There was two-year-old Logan 
Houle, who according to parents Tyler 
and Brittney had been diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy back in August and had 
been told he could have serious issues 
walking for the rest of his life, maneu-
vering an electric kiddie car over the 
cement sidewalks.

The Houles, who live in Warwick, 
happened to be the lucky recipients of 
the kiddie car, which actually isn’t one 
at all, as a result of a program entitled, 
“Go, Baby, Go!” Davies Tech and the 
New England Institute of Technolo-
gy are partners; he two schools work 
together to build a small vehicle and 
adapt it to the needs of children with 
mobility impairments.

See WHEELS, page A3

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Davies Technical High School pre-engineering students, from left, Jayden Medeiros, Jean Pereira, Axcell Collins and Christian 
Semedo join representatives of Davies and Flood Auto Group’s Eric Lacey and Go Baby Go RI’s Rick Linet as they unveil an 
specially designed vehicle for a child with limited mobility during a recent event.

Logan Houle, of Warwick, is helped by his mom Brittney Houle and Davies students 
Christian Semedo, Jean Pereira, Jayden Medeiros and Axcell Collins, in learning to 
operate his new vehicle.

McKee: 
Forced 
masking to 
continue 
indefinitely

PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
(AP) — Rhode Island’s gov-
ernor has extended his exec-
utive orders requiring masks 
in schools and declaring a 
disaster emergency due to 
new COVID-19 variants.

Both orders were due to 
expire Saturday. Gov. Dan 
McKee signed an extension 
through Jan. 8.

McKee reported on Sat-
urday the state’s first case 
of the omicron variant of 
coronavirus in an adult who 
recently had traveled out-of-
state. 

McKee and state health 
officials said the person is 
in their 20s, lives in Provi-
dence County and recently 
returned from travel in New 
York. They completed a pri-
mary vaccination series and 
had no record of a booster 
shot. Officials are working 
on contact tracing.

McKee plans to announce 
a set of actions this week to 
address the growing number 
of COVID-19 cases and al-
leviate pressure on the hos-
pital systems, while keeping 
schools open for in-person 
learning and preventing eco-
nomic disruptions to small 
businesses. He’s currently 
finalizing the plans.

The state has had a high 
level of transmission since 
August. A holiday-season 
spike in cases has hit even 
New England, despite se-
vere restrictions on schools 
and businesses and a high 
vaccination rate. Hospital-
izations remain well below 
last year, however.

Report 
finds state 
is tolling 
cars on RI 
highways

State removes 
more than 
180,000 records 
from voter rolls

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) 
— More than 180,000 records 
have been removed from the 
voter rolls, according to Rhode 
Island’s secretary of state.

Secretary of State Nellie 
Gorbea issued an update on 
the ongoing voter roll mainte-
nance on Friday. She said the 
voter rolls “are the cleanest 
they’ve been in years,” with 
182,018 outdated voter re-
cords removed since she took 
office in 2015.

Rhode Island currently has 
about 713,000 active regis-
tered voters. An additional 
89,000 voter records have 
been marked inactive, the first 
step in the multi-year process 
of removing an outdated regis-
tration under federal law, Gor-
bea said.

She added that her team and 
our local boards of canvassers 
conduct voter list maintenance 
daily and work with the health 
department and election offi-
cials in other states to preserve 
accuracy.

This month, the elections 
division will also send mail-
ings to 25,000 voters who may 
have recently moved to a new 
address according to the post-
al service. The mailings will 
prompt voters to update their 
voter registration information.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) 
— Rhode Island’s truck-only 
tolling system has incorrectly 
charged roughly 1,800 pas-
senger cars, at least.

Peter Alviti, director of the 
state transportation depart-
ment, said he’s aware of the 
problem and has been work-
ing for months with the com-
pany that installed the gantries 
to correct the issue, according 
to The Hummel Report.

Alviti said that if a car is 
near a truck passing through 
the tolls, occasionally the 
system will pick up the tran-
sponder in the car instead of 
the truck. Nearly 1,800 people 
reported erroneous charges 
since the system went live in 
2018. 

But, Alviti acknowledged, 
the state doesn’t know how 
many more people were 
charged and didn’t notice it on 
their bills.

The trucking industry is 
suing over the truck-only sys-
tem.

HOT WHEELS
Davies students help build motorized 
car for boy with mobility impairment 

Crews search for the missing after devastating tornadoes
MAYFIELD, Ky. (AP) 

— Rescuers in an increas-
ingly bleak search picked 
through the tornado-splin-
tered ruins of Kentucky 
homes and businesses Sun-
day, including a candle fac-
tory that was bustling with 
night-shift employees when 
it was flattened, as the gov-
ernor warned that the state’s 
death toll from the outbreak 
could top 100.

Workers who had been 
rushing to produce Christ-
mas candles sought refuge 
in what was supposed to be 
the safest part of the May-
field Consumer Products 
factory, but it may not have 
mattered because the twister 
Friday night was so mon-
strous, Gov. Andy Beshear 
said.

Authorities on Saturday 
reported rescuing 40 of the 
110 people who were in the 

building at the time, but by 
Sunday morning, more than 
24 hours had elapsed since 
anyone had been pulled out 
alive.

“It’ll be a miracle if we 
pull anybody else out of 
that. It’s now 15 feet deep 

See STORMS, page A3

Photos for The Washington Post by Sam Mallon
Debris is scattered in front of what remains of the historic courthouse in Mayfield, Ky., on Sun-
day. 
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Wheels
Continued from page A1

“It’s amazing, man,” said 
Davies’ senior Jayden Me-
deiros, a Pawtucketer, while 
watching Logan tool around 
in his new red mobile. “Just 
look at him. To know you 
made that kind of impact on a 
kid’s life, man, it feels great! 
I’m also proud of myself and 
my classmates to be able to 
figure out how best to fix up 
the car for Logan’s needs.

“This motivates me more 
to do other projects like this in 
the future.”

Medeiros joined three oth-
er seniors, including Jean Pre-
ire, Axcell Collins and Chris-
tian Semedo, also all from 
Pawtucket, in the Pre-Engi-
neering/Robotics course, in 
revamping the car. They did 
so under the supervision of 
teacher Ed Martins.

“This is not part of the 
curriculum; rather it’s open 
to those students in pre-en-
gineering and robotics who 
want to get involved in this,” 
Martins said.

NEIT Department of Engi-
neering Chair Dean Plowman 
explained his school began 
the program three years ago 
and decided to include Davies 
Tech students.

“What we do is modify 
kiddie cars for children with 
special needs,” he said. “We 
do some engineering on it, 
and Davies Career & Tech 
puts it together and designs it. 
We provide the students with 
the materials.

“The way it works is we 
have occupational therapy 
students, and they go out and 
assess a child who could be 
a recipient, and they come 
back to engineering; they tell 
us, we need a switch here 
and special microprocessors 
because of this need, and we 
engineer it at New England 
Tech.

“Davies then builds it for 
us with those specifications, 
and it comes back to us for 
evaluation.”

The students Collins said it 
wasn’t an easy process for he 
and his classmates.

“We were given informa-
tion about the person we were 
designing it for; we were told 
the kid would need to be able 
to access the gas pedal from 
the steering wheel rather than 

the floor like a standard ped-
al,” he said. “This was only a 
couple of weeks ago, so it was 
tough; we were jumping into 
something brand new.”

Medeiros said the tough-
est part was reconfiguring the 
wiring from the pedal to the 
steering wheel.

“You had to take the lines 
and move them up into the 
steering wheel. Once we got 
that, everything else fell into 
place.”

All Logan had to do was be 
shown how to press the button 
where a standard horn usually 
would go, and he would move 
forward. He seemed a bit tak-
en aback when his mother 
flipped a switch, allowing 
him to reverse his course.

The Houles seemed 
thrilled by the good faith ges-
ture, which came about as a 
result of Trudeau Center for 
Early Intervention Physical 
Therapist Cindy Fuchs.

“Logan was a ‘premie,’” 
Brittney Houle said while 
keeping a watchful eye on her 
son and his new but critical 
toy. “He was two pounds, two 
ounces when he was born, 
three months premature. At 
11 days old, the NICU told us 
he had a Grade 4 brain bleed 
that could result in delayed 
development, even potential 
cerebral palsy.

“He is not mobile, but he 
attends physical and occu-
pational therapy three times 
every week, and he uses a 
walked, which he’s amazing 
at,” she added. “Cindy told 
me about the ‘Go, Baby, Go!’ 
program a couple of weeks 
ago, and I couldn’t believe it. 
She said she’d check around 
and see if there was one avail-
able.

“She called me at about 
noon the day before Thanks-
giving; we were making 
lunch at my aunt’s house, and 
she told me she had found 
one. I was ecstatic; I was so 
excited. She told me to bring 
Logan and my husband to Da-
vies at 12:30 on Dec. 2, and 
they would give us the car.

According to both Plow-
man and Susan Votto, Davies’ 
Supervisor of Career & Tech-
nological Education, the two 
institutions, with help from 
generous sponsorships and 
donations from Flood Ford 
Group of East Greenwich, 
gave away a similar car last 
year.

Storms
Continued from page A1
of steel and cars on top of 
where the roof was,” the 
governor said on CNN. “Just 
tough.’’

Jeremy Creason, May-
field’s fire chief and emer-
gency services director, said 
rescuers had to crawl over the 
dead to get to the living.

Kentucky was the worst-
hit state by far in an unusu-
al mid-December swarm of 
twisters across the Midwest 
and the South that leveled 
entire communities and left 
at least 14 people dead in five 
other states.

“I can tell you from re-

ports that I’ve received I 
know we’ve lost more than 
80 Kentuckians. That number 
is going to exceed more than 
100,” Beshear said.

“I’ve got towns that are 
gone, that are just, I mean 
gone. My dad’s hometown 
– half of it isn’t standing. It 
is hard for me to describe. I 
know people can see the vi-
suals, but that goes on for 12 
blocks or more in some of 
these places.”

He said that going door 
to door in search of victims 
is out of the question in the 
hardest-hit areas: “There are 
no doors.” With afternoon 
high temperatures forecast 
only in the 40s, tens of thou-
sands of people were without 
power.

Candle factory worker 
Autumn Kirks said she and 
her boyfriend, Lannis Ward, 
were about 10 feet apart in a 
hallway when someone said 
“Duck and cover!”

“I pulled my safety gog-
gles down, jumped under the 
closest thing, and seconds 
later I looked to my left, and 
instead of wall there was sky 
and lightning and just de-
struction everywhere,” she 
said.

While checking on oth-
er workers, Kirks said, she 
glanced away from Ward, 
who was among the missing 
Sunday. “I remember taking 
my eyes off of him for a sec-
ond, and then he was gone. I 
don’t know where he went, 
don’t have any idea,” she 

said. 
Kirks was at a ministry 

center where people gath-
ered, seeking information 
about the missing. One wom-
an entered the building weep-
ing, a state trooper came in 
with teddy bears, and a gold-
en retriever was there to offer 
pet therapy.

The tornado that carved the 
path of destruction in Ken-
tucky touched down for more 
than 200 miles (320 kilome-
ters) in the state. Eleven peo-
ple were reported killed in and 
around Bowling Green alone.

If early reports are con-
firmed, the twister “will likely 
go down perhaps as one of the 
longest track violent tornadoes 
in United States history,” said 
Victor Gensini, a researcher 

on extreme weather at North-
ern Illinois University.

The storm was all the more 
remarkable because it came 
in December, when normally 
colder weather limits torna-
does.

The outbreak also killed 
at least six people in Illinois, 
where an Amazon distribution 
center in Edwardsville was 
hit; four in Tennessee; two 
in Arkansas, where a nursing 
home was destroyed and the 
governor said workers shield-
ed residents with their own 
bodies; and two in Missouri.

Debris from destroyed 
buildings and shredded trees 
covered the ground in May-
field, a city of about 10,000 
in western Kentucky. Twisted 
sheet metal, downed power 

lines and wrecked vehicles 
lined the streets. Windows 
were blown out and roofs torn 
off the buildings that were still 
standing.

In the shadows of their 
crumpled church sanctuaries, 
two congregations in May-
field came together on Sunday 
to pray for those who were 
lost. Members of First Chris-
tian Church and First Presby-
terian Church met in a parking 
lot surrounded by rubble, piles 
of broken bricks and metal.

“Our little town will never 
be the same, but we’re resil-
ient,” Laura McClendon said. 
“We’ll get there, but it’s going 
to take a long time.”

Photos for The Washington Post by Sam Mallon
Christopher and Makayla Skinner assess the damage to their 
business in Mayfield, Ky., on Sunday. 

Photo for The Washington Post by Austin Anthony
Rocky Howton climbs on the rubble of his home in Dawson Springs, Ky., on Dec. 11. 
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