
WILLIAM M. DAVIES JR.
CAREER & TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL

50 Jenckes Hill Road
Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865

Phone: (401) 728-1500   Fax: (401) 728-8910

Educating Innovators for the
Twenty-First Century

A school of excellence by the
U.S. Dept. of Education

Press Release Contact:
Jax Adele Ventura, Marketing and Communications Specialist
401-728-1500 ext 237
jadele@daviestech.org

Lincoln Resident, Mary Watkins, Claims New Role As Davies’ Director

Lincoln, RI - Mary Watkins, Lincoln resident and former Principal of Mansfield High School, takes on
the role of Director at Davies to give back to her Rhode Island community.

Watkins, a resident of Rhode Island since 2008, stated “If the last academic year made anything clear
to me, it is that people (not programs) are at the heart of learning and that schools are at the heart of
communities. As a result, this summer I made a thoughtful decision to pursue new career
opportunities that would allow me to give back to my own Rhode Island community.” The happy news
comes after an extensive eleven-month search to fill former Director Adam Flynn-Tabloff’s position.

“The search committee, led by Board member Skip Burns, was composed of Davies Board of
Trustees members” stated Paul Ouellette, Chairperson of the Davies Board of Trustees. He
continued, “It began its work back in January as we sought to identify a leader that would continue to
carry out the Davies mission well into the future.  The committee conducted a local and nationwide
search utilizing several job sites, and also engaged a search firm that specializes in education
administration placements.”

“The interview process included search committee members, Davies staff, union representatives, a
member of the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE), and a parent of a Davies student.  We
received many resumes and interviewed several applicants. It was a long process, but we are
confident that we ultimately found the next leader of Davies.”

“I am so pleased and excited that Mary has accepted our offer. She will assume the role of Director at
the end of the month. Who knew after a nationwide search that we would find someone who not only
is a Rhode Island resident but lives in the host community of Lincoln!” exclaimed Ouellette when
asked about the incoming candidate.

Watkins, the principal of Mansfield High School (Mansfield, MA) for over four years, has over ten
years of experience in high school administration. She is known by her colleagues as a
compassionate, articulate, inquisitive, and student-focused leader who boosted MHS’s student
engagement with career education. She will officially take office on November 29th, 2021 following
The Rhode Island Board of Education, Council on Elementary and Secondary Education unanimously
approved to place Davies in her care on November 2nd. Wasting no time, she has been active, since
the Board of Trustees approval, in the Davies community assisting with important tasks and attending
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events. She said, "I'm thrilled to step into the role of Director at Davies and to be able to engage with
an outstanding faculty and staff in support of students and their learning. With our Future Student
Night Open House on November 4th from 6-8pm, I hope all of Rhode Island’s 8th and 9th graders are
giving Davies the strongest consideration as their destination for high school!"

Ouellette added, “In addition to Mary’s experience as an educator and administrator, she
demonstrates leadership qualities, organizational skills, and understands the importance of
community involvement. I am confident that the entire Davies community including; students, parents,
and staff will greatly benefit by having Mary as the new Director for many years to come. Her
enthusiasm and passion can only enhance the reputation Davies enjoys as a School of Excellence.”

About William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School:
Davies is a state-operated local education agency (LEA) governed by an independent, business-led
Board of Trustees. Located in Lincoln, Rhode Island, Davies serves approximately 850 students in
grades 9-12, predominantly from the sending districts of Central Falls, Lincoln, North Providence,
Pawtucket, and Smithfield. Davies students receive both a comprehensive high school education and
specialized training in one of the school’s nine technical areas. www.daviestech.org
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