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Families, officials gather to honor service 
members killed in Iraq, Afghan wars

BY JOSEPH FITZGERALD
jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

PROVIDENCE — Gold Star 
mother Lynn St. Germain-Lundh 
stands quietly before a stone 
monument in the Garden of He-
roes, a memorial engraved with 
the names of 29 Rhode Island 
men and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice since Sept. 11, 
2001, including Germain-Lundh’s 
son, Sgt. Brian R. St. Germain, 
who was killed in Iraq in 2006.

Every year since then, St. Ger-
main-Lundh has made the annual 
pilgrimage to the garden on the 
southwest lawn of the State House 
where the lieutenant governor 
holds a wreath laying ceremony 
a few days before Memorial Day 
to honor Rhode Island service 
members who died supporting the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
whose names are engraved on the 
monument. 

St. Germain-Lundh was invit-
ed by Lt. Governor Dan McKee to 
lay the wreath at this year’s cere-
mony, which was attended by sev-
eral state and local dignitaries, in-
cluding Brigadier General Arthur 

Floru, Director of Veterans Affairs 
Kasim Yarn, Attorney General Pe-
ter Neronha and members of the 
General Assembly.

“It’s nice to see this many peo-
ple come out to make sure their 
service and sacrifice and their 
names are remembered,” said St. 
Germain-Lundh, who was joined 
by Floru in laying the wreath be-
fore a moment of silence.

Sgt. Brian R. St. Germain was 
killed on April 2, 2006, when the 
seven-ton truck he was riding in 
rolled over in a flash flood near Al 
Asad, Iraq. He was assigned to the 
1st Marine Logistics Group, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, California.

St. Germain was an honor stu-
dent and all-state athlete in track 
and field in the hurdles for West 
Warwick High School, graduating 
in 2001. His family describes him 

See HEROES, page A2

Photo by Joseph Fitzgerald
Gold Star mother Lynn St. Germain-Lundh stands before a monument in the Garden 
of Heroes, located on the southwest lawn of the State House. The memorial is en-
graved with the names of 29 Rhode Island men and women who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country, including Germain-Lundh’s son, Sgt. Brian R. St. Germain, 
who was killed in Iraq in 2006.

West Warwick’s Sgt. Brian R. St. Germain among those remembered

GARDEN OF HEROES

Sgt. Brian R. St. Germain

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – When she receives her 
diploma on stage inside Woonsocket’s 
Stadium Theatre on the evening of 
June 12, William M. Davies, Jr. Career 
& Technical High School salutatorian 
Vanessa Sanchez will continue her ed-
ucational path as a first-generation high 
school graduate.

Sanchez’s parents arrived in Rhode 
Island from Mexico before she was 

born and she knows the challenges they 
faced to provide her with an opportuni-
ty to achieve the American Dream.

“It was hard for them. It motivates 
me to work hard in school, to do the 
best, hopefully to be a doctor for them,” 
Sanchez, a Pawtucket resident, said. 
After graduating, she’ll attend Rhode 
Island College as a premedical student.

With a 4.10 grade point average, 
Sanchez will graduate as the salutato-
rian of Davies Tech’s Class of 2019. 
The only student ahead of her is fellow 

Pawtucket native Julianna Desautel, 
who is the senior class’ valedictorian 
with a 4.17 GPA.

Desautel is enrolled in Davies’ 
pre-engineering technical program 
and will attend Wentworth Institute of 
Technology to study biomedical engi-
neering, while Sanchez is in the health 
careers technical program and works 
part time as a certified nursing assistant 
at Oakland Grove Health Care Center 

See DAVIES, page A2

Photo by Jonathan Bissonnette
William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School valedictorian Julianna Desautel (left) and salutatorian Vanessa Sanchez 
(right). Desautel studies engineering and Sanchez studies in the health careers technical program at the Lincoln school.

TECH SAVVY

Pawtucket duo are top students at Davies

3 dead as storms batter Missouri
By DAVID A. LIEB

Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — An out-
break of nasty storms spawned torna-
does that razed homes, flattened trees 
and tossed cars across a dealership lot, 
injuring about two dozen people in Mis-
souri’s capital city and killing at least 
three others elsewhere in the state.

The National Weather Service con-
firmed that a large and destructive twist-
er moved over Jefferson City shortly be-
fore midnight Wednesday.

The tornado cut a path about 3 miles 
long and a mile wide from the south 

end of Jefferson City north toward the 
Missouri River, said police Lt. David 
Williams. Emergency workers reported 
about two dozen injuries, Williams said, 
and around 100 of people went to shel-
ters. Hospitals reported treating injuries 
such as cuts and bruises.

There were no immediate reports 
of any deaths or missing people in the 
capital city of about 40,000, and it ap-
peared everyone was accounted for af-
ter door-to-door checks that were nearly 
complete Thursday evening, police Lt. 
David Williams said.

Many in Jefferson City considered 
themselves fortunate to survive.

David Surprenant watched the storm 
approach then rushed to join his family 
in the basement. By then, the windows 
had started shattering and the pressure 
dropped.

“It was just the eeriest sound ever, 
and it felt like it was taking your breath 
right out of you,” Surprenant, 34, said. 
He and his family were unharmed.

Kevin Riley operates a car dealer-
ship next to Surprenant’s home, where 
he sells Chevys and Toyotas. He figured 
that 98 percent of the approximately 750 
vehicles on the lot were damaged.

See STORMS, page A2

Boxing promoter 
praises Grebien as 
counterpuncher

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Jimmy 
Burchfield Sr. knows a fighter 
when he sees one. The found-
er and chief executive offi-
cer of Classic Entertainment 
Sports Boxing, Burchfield 
has promoted fights featuring 
some of the most popular pu-
gilists in the sport, including 
Vinny Paz and “The Pride of 
Providence” Peter Manfredo 
Jr.

But perhaps what he 
knows better than how to eye 
the best boxer is his ability 
to pinpoint the puncher with 
the biggest heart, the one who 
gets knocked down but gets 
back up before the count of 
10.

Burchfield on Thursday 
afternoon was present at City 
Hall in Pawtucket to present 
Mayor Donald R. Grebien 
with a pair of boxing gloves 
to symbolize the mayor’s hard 

See BOXING, page A2

Submitted photo
Jimmy Burchfield Sr., the CEO of Classic Entertainment Sports 
Boxing, presented Mayor Donald R. Grebien with a pair of box-
ing gloves to thank him for what Burchfield called his “champion 
spirit” while fighting for the city in the political ring.
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Davies
Continued from page A1
in Woonsocket.

Desautel has set the pace 
for the Class of 2019 for the 
majority of her tenure at Da-
vies Tech. She briefly dropped 
down to second place in the 
class, but quickly rebounded, 
saying she focused her atten-
tion on her senior year as “I 
had to make sure I worked 
super hard having three AP 
courses, because that would 
stink to lose it after having it 
for so long.”

A member of the Nation-
al Honor Society, National 
Technical Honor Society, 
and Rhode Island Honor So-
ciety, Desautel is active in 
the classroom and fields and 
courts of Davies’ athletics 
teams. She plays on the soc-
cer, basketball, and softball 
teams and was captain of the 
basketball team for her junior 
and senior years and captain 
of the softball team for her 
senior year.

Sports, she said, will be 
what she remembers the most 
about her time at Davies after 
she graduates and continues 

her education at Wentworth.
Sanchez was a teammate 

of Desautel’s on Davies’ soc-
cer team and was also on the 
National Honor Society, Na-
tional Technical Honor Soci-
ety, and Rhode Island Honor 
Society. The soccer field, she 
said, is where she learned 
about communication and 
was able to focus her adren-
aline.

Both attended middle 
school at Lyman B. Goff 
Middle School in Pawtuck-
et. Desautel said she became 
interested in Davies and her 
future in biomedical engi-

neering through the school’s 
shop class.

“That’s what helped me 
decide what I wanted to do, 
before I had nothing,” she 
said. “We picked it second 
semester of freshman year. 
By sophomore year, I start-
ed getting into it. Last year, 
it helped me really narrow 
down what kind of engineer-
ing I wanted to do.”

“I had no plan on coming 
to Davies, I really knew noth-
ing about it,” she recalled. “I 
came and took the test, got 
accepted. When it came to 
make the decision, it was the 

shops, that was different than 
normal high school.”

The shops available, San-
chez said, were also was in-
terested her about Davies.

“Ever since my parents 
finally settled in Pawtucket, 
I was able to study more,” 
she said of her childhood. “I 
used to move around a lot 
and care less about education, 
but since middle school, I’ve 
worked hard. High school 
counts the most and I wanted 
to impress my parents.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Storms
Continued from page A1

Lincoln University Presi-
dent Jerald Woolfolk rode out 
the tornado in the basement of 
her official residence, and it 
may have saved her life. Uni-
versity spokeswoman Misty 
Young told the Jefferson City 
News-Tribune that the home, 
built 103 years ago, was so 
badly damaged it appeared to 
be uninhabitable.

Weather forecasters had 

been tracking the storm be-
fore it arrived, and sirens first 
sounded in Jefferson City at 
11:10 p.m. — about 30 min-
utes before the first property 
damage. Gov. Mike Parson 
credited the warning system 
for saving lives.

The three deaths happened 
more than 150 miles (240 ki-
lometers) away near Golden 
City in Missouri’s southwest-
ern corner.

Kenneth Harris, 86, and his 
83-year-old wife, Opal, were 
found dead about 200 yards 
(180 meters) from their home, 
and Betty Berg, 56, was killed 
and her husband, Mark, se-
riously injured when their 
mobile home was destroyed, 
authorities said.

The National Weather 
Service said preliminary in-
formation indicates the tor-
nado at Jefferson City was 
an EF-3, which typically 
carry winds up to 160 mph 
(260kph).

The severe weather moved 
in from Oklahoma, where res-
cuers struggled to pull people 
from high water. This week 
has seen several days of twist-
ers and torrential rains in the 
Southern Plains and Midwest.

Kerry Ann Demetrius 

locked herself in the bath-
room of her Jefferson City 
apartment as the storm ap-
proached.

“It sounded like stuff was 
being thrown around, every-
thing was just banging to-
gether, and then it just went 
dead silent,” she said. She 
emerged to find the roof had 
been blown off her apartment 
building.

Another natural disaster 
could be imminent in Jef-
ferson City. Most of the city, 
including the tornado-rav-
aged section, sits on a bluff 
overlooking the south side of 
the Missouri River. But the 
swollen river is projected to 
top a levee on the north side of 
the river by Friday, potential-
ly flooding the city’s airport, 
which already has been evac-
uated.

The Missouri Office of Ad-
ministration said several state 
office buildings sustained 
damage, mostly roof damage.

A tornado also skipped 
through the town of Eldon, 
population 4,900, about 30 
miles (50 kilometers) outside 
Jefferson City, where it dam-
aged the business district and 
“tore up several neighbor-
hoods,” Miller County Emer-

gency Management Director 
Mike Rayhart said.

But Mayor Larry Hender-
son said people in Eldon were 
counting their blessings: De-
spite all the damage, just one 
man was hurt, when the wind 
flipped his truck. Henderson 
did not have any details about 
the man’s injuries.

A twister also caused 
damage and several injuries 
in the town of Carl Junction, 
not far from Joplin, on the 
eighth anniversary of the cat-
astrophic tornado that killed 
161 people in that city. Po-
lice Chief Delmar Haase said 
nearly three dozen homes 
had significant damage and 
several people sustained mi-
nor injuries. He estimated to-
tal damage in Carl Junction 
was “in the millions.”

The National Weather 
Service says the EF-3 tor-
nado that hit Carl Junction 
was among four tornadoes 
that hit that area of the state 
Wednesday night over a path 
of roughly 50 miles. Meteo-
rologist Mark Burchfield in 
Springfield, Missouri, said 
Thursday that the tornado 
that hit Carl Junction was 
on the ground for about nine 
miles. He said the deadly 
EF-3 tornado outside Gold-
en City was on the ground 
for 12 miles.

The severe weather was 
expected to push eastward 
Thursday, with forecasters 
saying parts of the Ohio 
Valley and the mid-Atlantic 
— including Baltimore and 
Pittsburgh — could see tor-
nadoes, large hail and strong 
winds.

Storms and torrential 
rains have ravaged the Mid-

west, from Texas through 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebras-
ka, Iowa, Missouri and Illi-
nois, in the past few days.

Two barges carrying a 
total of about 3,800 pounds 
(1,700 kilograms) of fertiliz-
er broke loose Thursday and 
floated down the swollen 
Arkansas River in Oklaho-
ma, spreading alarm down-
stream as they hit a dam and 
sank. On Facebook, Webbers 
Falls, Oklahoma, warned the 
town’s 600 residents: “If the 
dam breaks, it will be cata-
strophic!! Leave now!!”

The barges had been float-
ing out of control, on and 
off again, since Wednesday 
night near the town of 600, 
which was under a manda-
tory evacuation order due 
to flooding concerns. Aerial 
footage from the Oklahoma 
City television station KFOR 
showed the moment of im-
pact shortly before noon 
Thursday. The Army Corps 
of Engineers was checking 
the dam for damage.

Near Tulsa, about a dozen 
homes were evacuated as the 
Arkansas River continued to 
swell. The potential for fur-
ther flooding also prompted 
the HolleyFrontier Tulsa 
Refinery to temporarily shut 
down.

Officials in Tulsa said 
additional residents may 
be asked to evacuate as the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
increases the flow rate at a 
dam northwest of the city 
to help drain a watershed 
flooded by severe storms.

Missouri’s three tornado 
fatalities bring to seven the 
number of deaths from storms 
this week.

Heroes
Continued from page A1
as a gung-ho Marine that 
gave his all to the mission, 
his fellow marines, the 
Corps, and his country. 

The Sgt. Brian R. St. 
Germain Foundation was 
established in 2007 to hon-
or St. Germain by renovat-
ing the West Warwick High 
School track to qualify as a 
sanctioned venue for state-
wide and regional track 
meets – and to bear Brian’s 
name. Since then, the foun-
dation has also provided 
over $16,000 in scholar-
ships, and over $26,000 in 
cash and $50,000 in toys to 
the Marines Toys for Tots 
program.

The Garden of Heroes 
was established through 
legislation introduced at the 
request of former Lt. Gov-
ernor Charles J. Fogarty. 
The Office of the Lieutenant 
Governor oversees the con-
tinued care of the garden, 
which was dedicated in 
2005. 

“The Garden of Heroes is 
a reminder to all who visit 
the State House of the sac-
rifices of Rhode Islanders 
who have gone bravely into 
harm’s way to defend our 
nation,” McKee told those 
gathered at Thursday’s cer-
emony. “These men and 
women are true heroes who 
embody the very best of our 
state, setting an example for 
generations to come. For 
that, we owe them our eter-
nal gratitude.”

“We also recognize the 

families of our fallen heroes 
for the support they have 
given their sons, daughters 
and loved ones and the sac-
rifices they have made for 
our country,” said McKee, 
who last week, dedicated 
a new Fallen Heroes Flag 
Garden outside the Charles-
town Post Office to the 29 
soldiers honored in the Gar-
den of Heroes. The flag gar-
den was commissioned by 

the Charlestown Memorial 
Day Committee.

“I thank these individuals 
for their unwavering support 
of our military families and 
our veterans, and their com-
mitment to honoring those 
who are no longer with us,” 
McKee continued. “But 
most of all, I would like to 
extend a special welcome to 
the friends and family mem-
bers of our fallen heroes 

who join us year after year 
for this important moment 
of remembrance. From the 
bottom of my heart, thank 
you all for being here, and 
for the support you have 
given to your sons, daugh-
ters and loved ones whose 
sacrifices we honor here to-
day.” 

“During this ceremony, 
we also recognize the sac-
rifice made by the families 

of each and every name en-
graved on our monument,” 
McKee said. “For their loss, 
we share their sorrow, but 
we also find peace in know-
ing know that we are a bet-
ter state and a better nation 
because of the service of the 
fallen.”

In addition to helping 
to dedicate the new Fall-
en Heroes Flag Garden in 
Charlestown McKee said 

he was also present for the 
recent dedication of the 
Saunderstown Post Office to 
Captain Matthew J. August, 
who’s name is among the 29 
on the monument. 

“These were two incredi-
bly moving ceremonies that 
I believe send a strong mes-
sage that here in this state, 
we are fiercely proud of the 
service and sacrifice of our 
fellow Rhode Islanders, and 
we will never stop honoring 
their legacies.”

The names of the 29 
Rhode Island service men 
and women included on the 
memorial at the Garden of 
Heroes, are:

SGT Gregory A. Belanger.
SSG Joseph Camara.
SGT Charles T. Caldwell.
SPC Michael Andrade.
CW5 Sharon T. Swartworth.
CPT Matthew J. August.
SFC Curtis Mancini.
MSG Richard L. Ferguson.
L/CPL Matthew K. Serio.
CPT Christopher S. Cash.
L/CPL John J. Van Gyzen IV.
SSG Christopher S. Potts.
L/CPL Holly A. Charette.
2LT Matthew S. Coutu.
SGT Dennis J. Flanagan.
SGT Brian R. St. Germain.
SSG Dale James Kelly, Jr.
SGT Moises Jazmin.
SGT Michael R. Weidemann.
PS3 Ronald A. Gill, Jr.
LTJG Francis L. Toner IV.
PFC Kyle J. Coutu.
SGT Michael F. Paranzino.
SPC Dennis C. Poulin.
L/CPL Nicholas D. Schiaoni.
SGT Dennis P. Weichel Jr.
L/CPL Abraham Tarwoe.
SSG Timothy R. McGill.
1SG P. Andrew McKenna.

LOTTERY NUMBERS
Thursday’s RI Daily
Mid-day:        8 8 6 0   
Evening:        3 1 3 1   

Thursday’s Mass. Daily
Mid-day:        5 6 2 3  
Evening:        2 0 8 8   

Wednesday’s Wild Money
     3 10 14 20 35 Extra 8 
 Wednesday’s Mass Cash

     9 10 23 25 32 
Wednesday’s Powerball

7 10 20 44 57 PB 3

Boxing
Continued from page A1
work on behalf of the city.

“I know champions, and 
Mayor Grebien is a champi-
on,” Burchfield said. “We ad-

mire and support anyone that 
is willing to battle the way 
the Mayor has. Seeing his ef-
forts on various community 
matters has inspired me and 
inspired our boxers. We see 
the champion spirit in him.”

In addition to the black 
boxing gloves, Burchfield 
also brought in the green-
and-gold World Boxing 

Council championship belt 
used in the 2016 movie 
“Bleed for This,” the dramat-
ic biopic based on the story 
of former world champion 
boxer and Rhode Island’s 
own Vinny Paz.

“I thank Jimmy (Burch-
field Sr.) for taking the time 
to present me with these hon-
orary gloves,” Grebien said. 

“I am truly humbled and 
would like to recognize those 
on the City Council, Schools, 
city employees, business-
es, and residents. They are 
the ones who truly keep our 
community going.”

Burchfield began his ca-
reer as a corner man on the 
edges of the boxing ring, 
working his way up to an in-

ternational boxing judge, be-
fore he decided he could pro-
mote better than those doing 
it at the time.

In 1987, Burchfield 
founded Classic Entertain-
ment Sports, a combat sports 
promotion company that has 
grown into one of the indus-
try’s leading sports promo-
tion companies. CES began 

as a professional boxing pro-
motional firm, but has since 
expanded to include a mixed 
martial arts division, which 
debuted in September 2010 
at the Twin River Casino in 
Lincoln. CES Boxing’s next 
event will take place Satur-
day, June 29 at Foxwoods 
Resort Casino in Connecti-
cut.

Photo by Joseph Fitzgerald
Lt. Governor Dan McKee and other state dignitaries, including state Representatives John N. McLaughlin and Samuel A. Azzinaro, 
chairman of the House Committee on Veterans Affairs, marked the observance of Memorial Day by participating in Thursday’s annu-
al wreath-laying ceremony at the Garden of Heroes at the State House. The ceremony honors Rhode Island soldiers who have died 
fighting in America’s wars since Sept. 11, 2001.
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