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BOSTON (AP) — Outfielder Mookie 
Betts agreed Friday to a $27 million con-
tract with the Boston Red Sox, the larg-
est one-year salary for an arbitration-eli-
gible player. 

Outfielder Jackie Bradley Jr. also 
agreed to an $11 million deal, ensuring 
Boston will avoid salary arbitration with 
two of its biggest stars.

Betts’ deal topped the $26 million 
agreement last winter for third baseman 

Nolan Arenado, which led to negotia-
tions for a $260 million, eight-year deal.

A four-time All-Star and four-time 
Gold Glove winner, Betts is eligible for 
free agency after this season. 

He was voted the American League 
MVP in 2018, when he hit a major 
league-leading .346 with 32 homers and 
80 RBIs, then helped the Red Sox to the 
World Series title. He hit .295 last season 
with 29 homers and 80 RBIs.

File photo
Red Sox outfielder Mookie Betts agreed with the team to an arbitration record $27-million 
deal for 2020. Betts, the 2019 AL MVP, will be a free agent in 2021.

Betts sets arbitration record

BOYS HOCKEY

Mounties rout Quakers
By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET — It was the 
response the Mount St. Charles 
hockey team needed headed into 
Saturday night’s showdown with 
Burrillville.

Fresh off a blowout defeat to La 
Salle, the Mounties put together 
their best 45-minute performance 
of the season Friday night against 
Moses Brown/East Providence co-
op at Adelard Arena.

Junior goalie Sean Trottier 
bounced back from a tough eve-
ning with 11 saves – including 
a highlight-reel blocker effort to 
deny a Quaker a goal – while se-
nior forward Trey Bourque deliv-
ered two goals and two assists, and 
senior defenseman Everett Misto 
had three assists in a 5-0 Division 
I victory. 

“That was the most complete 
game we’ve played all year,” 
Mount coach Matt Merten said. 
“We played 45 Mount minutes right 
from the start. I think they took 
what happened against La Salle a 
little bit personally. Before we even 
started to warm up, they were ready 
to go 10 minutes before that.

See COMPLETE, page B2

Protecting 
home court

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Vinny Nassi, above, and the Lions boys basketball team battled back to overcome Mt. Hope, 51-46, in a Division III clash at the Lions’ Den. In Woon-
socket, Jordan Perry (22, bottom left) dominated the second half to lift Mont St. Charles to a 53-46 victory over Raheim Rainey (2) and Davies. 

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE – Traditionally, Classical is 
one of the toughest places to play in the state. On 
Friday night, the Woonsocket High boys basket-
ball felt right at home inside the Purple’s gym. 

With senior Ousmane Kourouma controlling 
the action down low on both ends of the court 
and senior Justus McLauren delivering his best 
game of the season, Woonsocket raced to a 71-
61 win over a Classical squad that featured the 
game’s top scorer in rising sophomore Marquis 
Buchanan. 

See NOVANS, page B3

Novans pick up big 
road win over Purple

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET — The simple analysis from 
the Mount St. Charles boys basketball’s team 
come-from-behind 53-46 win over resurgent Da-
vies Tech Friday night is that the Patriots lost the 
Division III contest in the second half after build-
ing an eight-point halftime lead.

See MISSED, page B3

Davies rues missed 
opportunities in 
defeat to Mount

File photo by Ernest A. Brown
Mount senior forward Trey Bourque had two goals and two as-
sists in Friday night’s 5-0 victory over Moses Brown at Adelard.

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN  –  Josh Jahnz and Randall Hien 
not only are best friends since childhood, but 
quite a back-court tandem for Lincoln High.

Together, the longtime baseball pals helped 
the Lions seal a nail-biting 51-46 victory over 
defending state champion Mount Hope on Fri-
day night, and improve to 4-0 in league action 
(6-2 overall).

Coach Kent Crooks’ bunch trailed the Hus-
kies, 42-38, with 6:39 remaining in regulation, 
but Jahnz dropped a free throw, then converted 
a conventional three-point play with 5:47 left to 
knot the score at 42-all.

See UNDEFEATED, page B3

Jahnz, Hien keep 
Lions undefeated
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Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way

If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are 
welcome to receive FREE photo reproductions of the Pic of the 
Day. Call Diane Ames at 401-767- 8500 to request your Pic of 
the Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” and two 5”x7” 
photos as a free gift from Navigant Credit Union.
Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.

Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of
$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”

11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00
Please leave your order quantities and contact information when 
you call. You will be called when your order will be ready for pick 
up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

Pic of the Day December 14, 2019 - Tolman sophomore Rodney Wilson 
(23) sails to the hoop for two points during second half 
of the Donaldson-Lynch Tournament boys finals at the 

Boys and Girls Club of Pawtucket Saturday evening. 
She prevailed 63-55 final.  Ernest A. Brown photo

HEADLEY DIVISION
Cumberland 71, West Warwick 29
Portsmouth 62, Cumberland 46

Cumberland placements
1,500m – 1. Grace Carr 5:01.73; 3. Emma Peterson 
5:25.63.
55m hurdles – 3. Alia Nigri 10.31.
55m dash – 3. Kayla Halpert 7.95.
600m – 1. Shakira DePina 1:44.96.
300m – 2. Olivia Sarmento 48.15; 3. Maggie Peter-
son 48.24.
1,000m – 2. Sarah Lanzi 3:27.66.
4x400m relay – 1. Portsmouth 4:38.83; 2. Cumber-
land 4:38.88.
High jump – 1. Alexandria O’Shea 4-8; 2. Karla Evan-
gelista 4-8.
Shot put – 1. Nicolette Ducharme 37-0 ¾; 3. Kassidy 
Bernardo 29-7 ¾.
20-pound weight throw – 2. Ducharme 44-10 ¾; 3. 
Hannah Moe 37-6 ¾.
Long jump – 3. Nigri 15-8.

**

La Salle 80, Lincoln 29
Toll Gate 56, Lincoln 36

Lincoln placements
3,000m – 2. Abigail O’Hern 12:08.11.
55m hurdles – 1. Abby Gill 10.19.
600m – 3. Ava Bauzyk 2:00.62.
Shot put – 1. Hayley Chartier 31-2 ¾; 2. Allison Plan-
te 28-11 ¼; 3. Jennah Saqib 28-1 ½.
20-pound weight throw – 1. Molly Thibaudeau 42-0; 
2. Chartier 41-11 ¾; 3. Plante 41-2 ¼.

**

SULLIVAN DIVISION
Woonsocket 66, Mount St. Charles 37
Woonsocket 61, Mount Pleasant 24

Mount St. Charles 66, Mount Pleasant 29
Coventry 93, BVP 4

Cranston West 90, BVP 10
Exeter/West Greenwich 73, BVP 16

Area placements
3,000m – 1. Abigail Menard (W) 13:44.91.
1,500m – 1. Nicole Dioh (W) 5:28.84; 2. Ava Noecker 
(MSC) 6:52.49.
55m hurdles – 2. Maddie Thibodeau (W) 10.974; 3. 
Kylie Perron (MSC) 11.01.
55m dash – 1. Dajonna Lewis (W) 7.66; 2. Nahum 
Greene (W) 8.04.
600m – 1. Julia Kamp (MSC) 2:00.75; 2. Gabrielle 
Dioh (W) 2:06.82; 3. Sasha Mundy (MSC) 2:07.54.
300m – 1. Charity Harlan (W) 49.62; 3. Delaney 
Green (MSC) 51.26.
1,000m – 1. N. Dioh (W) 3:26.81; 2. Jamaria Walker 
(W) 3:58.50; 3. Sophie Staelen (MSC) 4:07.43.
4x400m relay – 1. MSC 5:15.28.
High jump – 1. Green (MSC) 4-2.
Shot put – 1. Jalyn Roy (W) 21-3 ¼; 2. Isabelle De-
saulniers (MSC) 19-9; 3. Mundy (MSC) 19-4 ½.
20-pound weight throw – 2. Roy (W) 28-11 ¾; 3. Ja-
lissa Jackson (W) 22-5.
Long jump – 1. Harlan (W) 15-1 ½; 2. Lewis (W) 14-9 
½; 3. Perron (MSC) 14-3 ½.

Woonsocket sweeps; MSC, Cumberland earn wins

File photo
Mount St. Charles senior forward John Belisle assisted on the first goal and scored the final goal in his team’s 5-0 Division I vic-
tory over Moses Brown/East Providence co-op Friday night at Adelard. The Mounties visit Burrillville Saturday night. 

Missed
Continued from page B1

The reality is the Patriots lost 
the game in the first half when they 
couldn’t put away a Mount team 
short confidence. The Mounties 
committed 12 turnovers in the first 
half and Davies wing Raheim Rain-
ey picked apart the MSC zone for 
13 of his team-high 16 points. Still, 
the lead the should have been much 
bigger if the Patriots finished easy 
scoring chances in the paint.

“We were missing two our or 
better players today because of team 
violations, so this game shouldn’t 
have been that close,” Davies coach 
Bill Meekins said. “We missed a lot 
of easy looks and lefty too many 
points on the floor. I think we left 
eight points on the floor in the first 
half. The kids make it hard on them-
selves.” 

It took the Mounties just 2:26 
of the second half to tie the game 
thanks to a Jordan Perry basket. 
After that hoop, Perry simply took 
over the second half. The senior 
wing bounced back from a terrible 
first half where he committed five 
turnovers and didn’t score by pro-
ducing 12 points and two assists 
against just one turnover over the 
final 16 minutes.

The Mounties led as many as 
seven points midway through the 
half before Rainey and the Patriots 
produced one more run to close the 
gap to six. Tommy Burke made an 
end-of-the-shot-clock 3-pointer to 
stretch the lead out to four and Jack 
Bennett (team-high 17 points) made 
four late free throws to ice the home 
team’s first league win of the sea-
son. 

“We hung around and we’ve 
been in some uphill battles this 
year, but one good thing with this 
team is they keep fighting,” Mount 
coach Henry Coleman said. “The 
previous couple of games we hav-
en’t been able to dig out of it, but 
tonight we kept battling and saw it 
through until the end.” 

“At halftime, I saw the game 
wasn’t going my way, so in the sec-
ond half I let the game come to me 
and my teammates hit me and I had 
some good plays run for me,” Perry 
said. “The first half was just what 
was going in our heads. We get like 
that sometimes, but I know we can 
work our way out of it.” 

Mount St. Charles (1-3 Division 
III) didn’t expect to be staring up at 
the Patriots in the standings in ear-
ly January, but the Mounties have 
yet to play a complete game in its 
first four league games. Friday, the 
Mounties put together a strong 16 

minutes to get their first league win 
thanks to Burke’s seven second-half 
points and a solid effort in the paint 
from center Gary Kalmer. 

“This was a big win and we didn’t 
take Davies lightly,” Coleman said. 
“Obviously it’s nice getting that 
first one out of the way. Now we’re 
trying to build some momentum as 
we hit the meat of the season.”

Davies Tech (2-2 Division III) 
led by as many as 12 points early 
in the first half, as Rainey outscored 
Mount by himself until late in the 
half. The Patriots received 13 points 
from Victor Gomes, while junior 
Ericsen Semedo chipped in with 
six.

While the defeat hurts, Meek-
ins knows he’s building something 
with the Patriots, who have won a 
combined four games over the pre-
vious five seasons. The Pats haven’t 
had a  .500 season since 2000.

“What we’re doing is building 
a foundation with young people 
and now they’re starting to ma-
ture and it’s fun to see,” Meekins 
said. “We’re a year away, but if 
those guys don’t get in trouble, we 
would’ve won this game. It’s all 
right, we’ll see what happens down 
the road.” 

Follow Branden Mello on Twit-
ter @Branden_Mello

Novans
Continued from page B1

With games next week against rival Cum-
berland and defending state champion North 
Kingstown, the last thing the Novans wanted 
to do was to crawl out of a 1-3 hole. Instead, 
Woonsocket heads into Tuesday’s game at 
the Clippers’ Wellness Center with a Divi-
sion I record that stands at .500 – not to men-
tion brimming with all sorts of confidence 
after coming up with an impressive road win. 

Kourouma finished with 19 points, 12 
rebounds and four blocks while McLauren 
netted 16 points. Senior Marcus Harmon 
got hot in the second half and ended up with 
10 points as Woonsocket’s bench scored 15 
points compared to five for Classical.

Buchanan led the Purple with 23 points 

while senior Khalil Screen netted 10 of his 
12 points in the second half. Classical trailed 
by seven at halftime (29-22) and found itself 
in deep trouble after a 17-7 Woonsocket run 
sank the home team in a 48-32 hole with just 
over 10 minutes remaining. 

“Justus came out of nowhere tonight,” 
said Woonsocket head coach T.J. Ciolfi. “He 
had a good day of practice (Thursday) and 
had the ball in his hands quite a bit. If he can 
be a secondary ballhandler for us, that would 
be good.” 

The way Woonsocket stumbled out of the 
gate, it appeared a long night was on top for 
Ciolfi and his players. The Novans turned the 
ball over on five of their first six possessions. 

“It’s a loud place and it’s easy to get 
caught up in this environment,” said Ciolfi.

Once Woonsocket started valuing the 
basketball, the rest started to fall into place. 

Kourouma made some noise inside and Mc-
Lauren flashed a nice stroke as the Novans 
took a 15-12 lead and extended it to a 23-17 
advantage.

The Purple got to within one, but the No-
vans received two timely threes right before 
halftime. Jacob Bissonnette banked one in, 
then Harmon made one from the far corner 
with three seconds on the clock.

“This Classical team had made more 
threes in three games than we had in seven,” 
said Ciolfi, noting Woonsocket’s season-long 
troubles when it comes to shooting. “As long 
as we’re taking good shots … it definitely 
helps to see threes go in.”

Woonsocket’s strong play continued 
during the early minutes of the second half. 
Inserted into the game, junior Abou Jobe bur-
ied a three that upped the lead to nine, then 
Kourouma made a nice spin move that gave 

the Novans their first double-digit lead at 41-
30. Classical never closed to within single 
digits until it was much too late.

“What else can you say about Ousmane? 
He was unbelievable,” said Ciolfi. “It was a 
good team win. There’s nobody who doesn’t 
feel like they weren’t part of this one.” 

Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @
BWMcGair03

WOONSOCKET (71): Justus McLauren 7 1-2 16, Marcus Harmon 
4 0-1 10, Jared Downing 0 0-0 0, Jacob Bissonnette 1 0-0 3, Jay-
von Bothelo 3 0-0 6, Abou Jobe 1 5-6 8, Ousmane Kourouma 9 
14- 19, Eric Agyemong 2 3-4 7, Jaylen Lopez. Totals: 19 10-18 71.
CLASSICAL (61): Khalil Screen 5 2-4 12, Marquis Buchanan 9 2-3 
23, Stanley Very 0 0-0 0, Andrew Reyes 2 0-0 5, Henry Lamar 2 
0-0 6, Anthony Mendez 4 1-2 9, Shadrach Walker 0 0-0 0. Totals: 
23 6-11 61.
Halftime: W 29-22
Three-point field goals: W 4 (Marcus Harmon 2, Justus McLauren, 
Jacob Bissonnette, Abou Jobe); C 6 (Marquis Buchanan 3, Henry 
Lamar 2,  Andrew Reyes). 

Undefeated
Continued from page B1

After canning a wild, off-balance 
scoop layup while sprawling into the 
padded wall, Jahnz was fouled, then 
hit the foul shot. Exactly 91 ticks 
later, with 4:16 on the scoreboard 
clock, Hien nailed a baseline trey to 
give the Lions the 45-42 advantage – 
and the lead for good.

Two minutes later, Jahnz deliv-
ered a spectacular back pass to pre-
mier forward Octavio Brito for the 
14-footer, and Jahnz landed a driv-
ing layup for the 49-44 cushion with 
1:08 remaining.

If all that wasn’t enough, Jahnz 
stole an inbounds pass from a Husky 
on the baseline, then – while falling 
to the floor – looked up his left side-
line and send a seed to Hien, who 
ran out the clock.

“It’s pretty cool how we became 
best friends,” Hien stated. “Josh’s 
dad (Jim) drafted me to play Little 
League baseball with his team when 
I was nine, and we’ve been really 
close ever since. We’ve been play-
ing (basketball) together since sixth 
grade.

“I don’t know, but we’re just fo-
cused more on the win,” he added. 
“We care more about each other and 
the team, whether we win or not. 
That’s it.”

When asked about Hien’s stun-
ning 3-pointer to give the Lions the 

eventual final lead, Jahnz said, “The 
rebound before was more impres-
sive, I think. He went up and was so 
high in the air. He snared it, came 
down, dribbled a couple of times 
and drained it. What a basket.”

Crooks happily showed his emo-
tion after the triumph, one that kept 
his squad unbeaten inside the Lions’ 
Den.

“Josh and Randall are two of the 
best guys on the planet,” he stated 
after a short talk with his contingent 
afterward. “They’re team-first guys; 
they leave everything on the court. 
It doesn’t matter, their size or stat-
ure. Their hearts are huge; they have 
lion-sized hearts. They’re just unbe-
lievable.

“Randall’s three, he just naturally 
put that up; he’s a really good shoot-
er, and it’s great to have him on the 
team this year. With Josh, that was 
a designed play; he came off a high 
screen and took the lane, then was 
fouled.”

Brito led the Lions with 15 
points, six rebounds, four assists and 
three blocks, while Jahnz mustered 
10 points, three boards, two steals, 
two deflections and a pair of assists; 
junior center Dylan Balon a key nine 
points, two rebounds and two thefts; 
Hien six points, three steals and a 
deflection; and senior Vinny Nassi 
six more points.

For the Huskies, sophomore Jalen 
Kopecky recorded 17 points, senior 
Jaden Siembab 10 and classmate 

Xavier Costa eight more.
Lincoln appeared destined to reg-

ister an easy victory early on, as it 
jumped out to leads of 5-2, 12-4, 
18-5 and 23-10, courtesy of (what 
else?) a Hien trey with 5:08 left in 
the first stanza. Mount Hope, howev-
er, manufactured a 13-2 flurry over 
the ensuing 4:29 to slice the deficit 
to 25-23 with 39 ticks remaining.

That came on Kopecky’s lay-in 
off a steal, though Brito landed a 
fadeaway jumper with 14 left for the 
27-23 lead at the break.

The game remained tight through 
most of the second half; it included 
two ties and four lead changes, the 
last on Hien’s mammoth bomb.

“This win is huge; that’s the de-
fending champ there, and one of the 
elite teams in Division III,” Crooks 
said. “It’s a signature win. We’ve 
got humility; we’re humble, and we 
never want to get too high or too 
low, but this has to bode well for our 
confidence.”

**

MOUNT HOPE (46) – Jalen Kopecky 6 4-8 17, Jaden 
Siembab 5 0-0 10, Bruce McGuire 1 2-4 4, Nate Ouel-
lette 1 0-0 2, Gavin Winn 1 0-0 3, London Camelo 0 2-2 
2, Mason Almeida 0 0-0, Xavier Costa 3 0-0 8; totals 
17 8-15 46.
LINCOLN (51) – Octavio Brito 4 6-6 15, Josh Jahnz 3 
4-5 10, Randall Hien 2 0-1 6, Cody Anter 2 0-0 5, Dylan 
Balon 4 1-2 9, Vinny Nassi 2 1-2 6, Fabio DeCarvalho 0 
0-0 0, Aiden Bridges 0 0-0 0, Kyle Wilson 0 0-0 0, An-
drew Bugera 0 0-0 0, Jaeden DaCruz 0  0-0 0, Marcus 
Mensah 0 0-0 0; totals 18 12-16 16 51.
Three-point field goals: Kopecky, Winn, Costa 2, Hien 
2, Nassi, Brito.
Halftime: Lincoln, 27-23.

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Lincoln junior Octaive Brito (3) scored a team-high 15 points in the unde-
feated Lions’ 51-46 Division III victory over Mt. Hope Friday night. 

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Mount St. Charles wing Jack Bennett (33) delivered a team-high 16 points in 
Friday night’s 53-46 Division III victory over improved Davies Tech.
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