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It’s no longer strange to see Tom Brady in a 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers uniform. He looks regal, 
as usual. He looks the way he often does, like 
an unwavering champion, with arms locked in a 
trophy-hoisting position.

The ultimate winner won again in Super Bowl 
LV. In his 10th championship game appearance, 
he led his team to the NFL title for an unrivaled 
seventh time. This one was different, of course. 
New England, the franchise he called home for 
20 seasons, had to watch in envy as Brady tri-
umphed with a new squad. And so did Patrick 
Mahomes, the phenomenal Kansas City Chiefs 
quarterback who stands as the most mesmerizing 
force in the league.

Yet as Tampa Bay discombobulated Kansas 

City in a 31-9 victory, the greatest statement 
wasn’t what Brady proved to his old team or 
anyone else wondering if he still had it at age 
43. It wasn’t that he outshined the luminous 
young Mahomes. It was more personal than 
that, and it was also specific to what he built 
with the Bucs over the past 11 pandemic-bur-
dened months.

In March, Brady decided to leave New En-
gland because it was time. He was right. He 
decided to leave because he wanted to play for 
a team with more weapons and upside. He was 
right. He decided to leave because he needed to 
write his ending, and he needed to write it his 
way, and for those addicted to success, aspiration 
trumps comfort.

He was right.

See BRADY, page B6

Brady’s a one-man dynasty
NFL – SUPER BOWL LV

File photo
After winning six Super Bowls in New England, Tampa Bay quarterback Tom Brady added 
to his legacy Sunday night when he led the Bucs to victory in Super Bowl LV.

Quarterback proved he was bigger than Patriots

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

Finally, the Central Falls boys and girls 
basketball teams are set to tip off their re-
spective seasons.

For the Warriors, it’s about bouncing 
the ball in a world of playing games while 
wearing masks, empty stands, sitting six 
feet apart while on the bench, and live 
streams. These changes brought about by 
the coronavirus pandemic have been wel-
comed with open arms after C.F. needed to 
hold tight before receiving the green light 
to proceed forward. 

How long did the Warrior coaches and 
players have to bide their time? Official 
word that the season had been penciled in 
didn’t materialize until Jan. 25. That was 
a full three weeks after the R.I. Interscho-
lastic League said it was okay for winter 
sports teams to begin practicing and two 
days after teams opened the abbreviated 
2021 season.

See WARRIORS, page B3

File photo by Ernest A. Brown
Central Falls senior wing Angel Castano (21) 
and the Warriors are excited to finally start 
the season Tuesday at Paul Cuffie.

Warriors 
coming out 
to play
CF basketball teams start 
playing games this week

Burrillville 
still perfect

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

BURRILLVILLE — The names 
change, but the results remain the same 
for the stingy Burrillville boys basketball 
team.

Just days after Jack Bergin and Colby 
Bouzan were the catalysts to victory in 
an undefeated showdown against Juanita 
Sanchez, Monday night was a chance for 
the team’s talented juniors – forward Dean 
Ayotte and guard Wes Cournoyer – to do 
their part in keeping the dream season go-
ing.

See PERFECT, page B3

Tolman handed first D-II defeat
By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

SEEKONK – At times Monday night, 
Wheeler was its own worst enemy on the of-
fensive end. Other times, the Warriors were 
a model of efficiency.

The burden of committing 23 turnovers 
wasn’t nearly as painful as one might think. 
Thanks to effective pick-and-roll combi-
nations and backdoor cuts, the Warriors 
left the Tolman High boys basketball team 
searching for answers. In a matchup of un-
defeated Division II squads, Wheeler took 
this one by a 58-50 score.

“They’re of the best-coached teams in 
the state and know what they want to get in 
the half-court,” said Tolman head coach Bill 

Coughlin after his team’s first game since 
Jan. 30. “They’re patient. If they don’t have 
something, they’ll reverse it to the other 
side. There’s a reason why they’re undefeat-
ed.”

Wheeler junior Travis Cobain has en-
joyed big games at Tolman’s expense in the 
past, yet he wasn’t the sole reason why the 
Warriors improved to 3-0 in league play. 

See TIGERS, page B6

Turnovers doom Tigers 
in loss to Wheeler

RAINEY AT THE BUZZER

Davies senior guard shocks Wizards with late 3-pointer
By NICK CANTOR
kcsports@ricentral.com 

WEST WARWICK — The play was ex-
ecuted to perfection. As a result, the perfect 
season currently enjoyed by the boys bas-
ketball team from Davies Tech lives on to 
see another day. 

For that, they can thank Raheim Rainey.
Facing off against a strong West War-

wick squad on the road, the Patriots bat-

tled back from an early deficit, forcing the 
game into overtime where the senior came 
through in the clutch, nailing a last-second 
three-pointer to give the visitors a 78-75 
victory that improved their record to 7-0 on 
the year.

“We knew exactly what we were doing 
straight out of the huddle,” Rainey, who fin-
ished the night with a game-high 31 points 
said. 20 of those 31 came in the last quarter 
and overtime, helping the Patriots overcome 

what was at one point a 51-42 deficit.
“We got together and we tried to stay as 

calm as possible. He drew it up exactly on 
the board, exactly what happened,” Rainey 
said, referring to head coach Bob Morris 
who concocted the final play of the extra 
session with 7.1 seconds remaining in what 
proved to be a thrilling, high-paced game 
from start to finish.

See BUZZER, page B6
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Davies Tech senior guard Raheim Rainey (2) needs just 11 points to reach 1,000 for his career after his buzzer-beater 3-pointer lifted the undefeated 
Patriots to a 78-75 Division III road win over West Warwick Monday night. Rainey scored 31 points in the victory.



SportsSports Tuesday, February 9, 2021B6    THE TIMES

February 9
Two Pawtucket youngsters, Donna Spencer and Gary 
Henson, broke records in the R. I. Junior Swimming 

Championships at the Park View Junior High pool. Miss Spen-
cer, a 14-year-old Goff student, shattered a New England age 
group mark in winning the 50-yard butterfly for girls 13 and 
14 in 32.3 seconds bettering the old record of 34.4. Henson, 
until two weeks ago a classmate of Donna’s at Goff, set a meet 
record in winning the 100 individual medley for 15- year-old 
boys in 1:08.6, edging the old standard of 1:08.7. 

John Stafford hooped six points and Jim Verdon four 
as Lincoln ran off 10 straight points for a 43-33 ad-

vantage in the third quarter en route to an easy 71-52 home-
court victory over Scituate and remained deadlock with Bur-
rillville (8-1) for the division lead. Verdon took game honors 
with 24 points, Stafford finished with 19 and Rick Grimes net-
ted 14. Stafford was a giant off the boards with 18 rebounds 
and got a healthy assist from Paul Farley, who grabbed 13 
caroms. 

Sophomore Mike Burch scored a season-high 22 
points with an 11-for-17 shooting performance and 

Ron Carvalho added 14 points and dished out 12 assists to 
pace Central Falls to a 60-45 rout over North Smithfield. In 
other action, Tom Beaucage poured in 27 points and Bob 
Blount 18, but it was not enough as coach Levern Gaskin’s 
Davies Vocational quintet dropped a 74-59 decision to Tiver-
ton. Mark McCallum came off the bench in the fourth quarter 
to score nine points and spark Tolman to an 84-83 Met Divi-
sion victory over Hope. 

— By BILL MULHOLLAND
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE
TUESDAY

BOYS
Basketball

6:30 p.m. Central Falls at Paul Cuf-
fee
7 p.m. Davies Tech at Scituate

GIRLS
Basketball

5:30 p.m. Lincoln at Toll Gate
6 p.m. North Smithfield at Davies 
Tech
7 p.m. Tolman at Chariho

WEDNESDAY
BOYS

Basketball
5 p.m. Blackstone Valley Prep at 
Central Falls
6 p.m. Tolman at Juanita Sanchez; 
Wheeler at Burrillville; Lincoln at 
Hope
7 p.m. St. Raphael at Cranston West; 
Shea at South Kingstown
7:30 p.m. Cumberland at Central

Hockey
5 p.m. North Smithfield at Warwick 
Co-op
5:30 p.m. Burrillville vs. Barrington 
(at Levy Arena)

Swimming
3 p.m. Mount St. Charles vs. Black-
stone Valley Prep, Mount Hope, Nar-
ragansett
4:45 p.m. Lincoln vs. Mosses 
Brown, Barrington

GIRLS
Basketball

5 p.m. Rocky Hill at Blackstone Val-
ley Prep
7 p.m. PCD at Cumberland 

Swimming
1:30 p.m. Lincoln vs. Moses Brown, 
Barrington

THURSDAY

BOYS
Swimming

4:30 p.m. Cumberland vs. La Salle, 
Portsmouth

GIRLS
Basketball

5 p.m. Central at Cumberland; Lin-
coln School at Central Falls
6 p.m. Toll Gate at Davies Tech; Shea 
at Tolman (at Jenks Middle School); 
Mount Pleasant at North Smithfield
6:45 p.m. Mount St. Charles at West 
Warwick
7 p.m. Burrillville at Classical; 
Mount Hope at Woonsocket

FRIDAY
BOYS

Basketball
6 p.m. Prout at Davies Tech; Exeter/
West Greenwich at Blackstone Val-
ley Prep; Central Falls at West War-
wick
6:30 p.m. St. Patrick at Mount St. 
Charles; North Providence at St. Ra-
phael
6:45 p.m. Highlander Charter at 
North Smithfield
7 p.m. Burrillville at Lincoln (at Lin-
coln Middle School); Cranston West 
at Tolman (at Jenks Middle School); 
Central at Woonsocket

Hockey
6 p.m. East Greenwich at Mount St. 
Charles

Swimming
8 p.m. Davies Tech vs. Mount Hope, 
East Providence, Toll Gate

GIRLS
Basketball

2:30 p.m. Block Island at Mount St. 
Charles
4:15 p.m. Woonsocket at Lincoln 
School
5 p.m. North Smithfield at Hope

NFL – SUPER BOWL LV

Brady
Continued from page B1

The Buccaneers didn’t simply ride Brady 
to a championship. Through a regular sea-
son in which they had to develop quickly, 
through a difficult postseason that required 
three road victories to play host at Raymond 
James Stadium, they turned into a complete 
team. On Sunday, their defense led the way, 
taking apart the Chiefs’ historic, speedy of-
fense with a masterful game plan from co-
ordinator Todd Bowles. Their rushing attack 
punished the Chiefs and amassed 147 yards, 
with Leonard Fournette (89 yards) and Ron-
ald Jones (61) making for an unstoppable 
combination. And then Brady was typical 
Brady, flawless in important situations, effi-
cient in the moments between.

Brady, the human dynasty, wasn’t the sav-
ior. He was the finisher.

“I think we knew this was going to happen 
tonight, didn’t we?” Brady said afterward, 
standing atop a stage as the home crowd 
cheered.

Maybe he did.
History will consider this another legacy 

game for Brady, now a five-time Super Bowl 
MVP. He beat Mahomes, a new rival who 

is 18 years younger, to conclude a weekend 
in which longtime rival Peyton Manning re-
ceived a Hall of Fame nod. Think about that. 
Manning, his greatest peer, has been out of 
the game for five years. But Brady keeps 
collecting rings, and now he’s holding back 
quarterbacks young enough to consider him 
a father figure, if they dared.

But, really, this was an incredible team 
effort, the ultimate example of why Brady 
chose to move his family south. By the end 
of this journey, Brady and Rob Gronkowski 
were connecting for two touchdowns, just 
like old times, and the Bucs truly resembled 
a sunny version of the Patriots’ dynasty, right 
down to defensive ingenuity that left Ma-
homes clambering to make something out of 
nothing.

Brady did his job, completing 21 of 29 
passes for 201 yards and three touchdowns, 
most of which came in the first half. But 
Bowles and the defense owned the night, 
employing an ideal game plan that limited 
Kansas City’s opportunities to throw down-
field and taking advantage of the Chiefs’ 
makeshift, injury-marred offensive line by 
pressuring Mahomes with an array of gifted 
pass rushers.

Mahomes completed just 26 of 49 passes 
for 270 yards. He threw two interceptions. 

He was sacked three times and forced to 
scramble and throw desperation heaves most 
of the night. The Chiefs didn’t score a touch-
down.

“I could have done a whole lot better to 
put my guys in position to make plays,” Kan-
sas City Coach Andy Reid said. “Give credit 
to Todd for the job that he did. He got us.”

It was a dominant performance that, at 
many points during the season, didn’t seem 
the Bucs had in them. With a truncated off-
season, they endured an uneven start and lat-
er slumped in November. Brady had bouts of 
erratic play. He struggled with Coach Bruce 
Arians’s deep passing attack and go-for-broke 
mentality. Even though the team finished 11-
5, it entered the playoffs as a wild card that 
seemingly needed more time together to com-
pete with more polished contenders.

It tkes time to develop a championship 
culture. Brady joined a team that had only 
two winning seasons since 2010. The Bucs 
hadn’t been to the playoffs since the 2007 
season. They had cycled through so many 
coaches after Tony Dungy and Jon Gruden 
made them successful: Raheem Morris, Greg 
Schiano, Lovie Smith, Dirk Koetter. Finally, 
they convinced Arians to come out of retire-
ment, but they finished 7-9 in his first season.

They needed a quarterback. They needed 

more winners. They saw Brady as the perfect 
fit, and he agreed.

They are most effective playing exactly 
how they were built. They were an interest-
ing young team that couldn’t put it all togeth-
er until they ditched turnover-prone quarter-
back Jameis Winston and signed Brady. With 
a six-time champion as the final piece, every-
thing suddenly fit.

The Bucs had a quarterback who could 
carry them, but just as important, they also 
had one who specialized in playing clean, 
efficient football. After falling behind in this 
game, Kansas City - which has elevated the 
comeback to an art form - had to deal with its 
most daunting challenge: a quarterback who 
seldom beats himself. This wasn’t Jimmy 
Garoppolo, Brady’s former backup in New 
England, who flubbed a double-digit San 
Francisco lead in last year’s Super Bowl. 
Brady knows how to finish.

He won’t call this one, accomplished 
without the genius of Bill Belichick, the 
sweetest of his seven championships. But he 
won’t deny the significance.

“I’m not making any comparisons,” 
Brady said, acting as if his Super Bowls are 
like children. “This team is world champions 
forever. You can’t take it away from us.”

Yet again, he was right.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Tigers
Continued from page B1

Cobain finished with 19 points and 
benefited from plenty of help from 
teammates Isaiah Smith-Johnson 
(14 points) and Wyatt Greenberg (12 
points). 

“An eight-point win after 23 turn-
overs, you’re feeling pretty good 
about that,” said Wheeler head coach 
Sean Kelly. “Tolman is a terrific de-
fensive team. They’re quick and 
strong and can get out into the lanes.”

Junior Marteen Lopes and senior 
Leandro Depina took turns carrying 
the offensive load for the Tigers on 
their way to netting 20 and 17 points, 
respectively.

“I love watching Marteen play. He 
certainly makes my job a lot easier,” 
said Coughlin.

Even when opportunity was knock-
ing, the Tigers couldn’t cash in. Wheel-

er turned the ball over nine times in 
the opening quarter but didn’t pay too 
deep of a price. Tolman generated just 
two points as the two teams went into 
the second quarter tied at 10-10.

The deadlock was still in place 
heading into the third quarter as Tol-
man led a 24-20 lead slip away right 
before halftime. Lopes and DePina 
continued to trade baskets with the 
latter cleaning up a miss that put the 
Tigers up 32-31 with three minutes 
left in the third.

Wheeler opened some separation at 
38-32 before Jaylin Baptista drained 
a three and Lopes added a free throw 
with 47.3 seconds left in the third. 
Back-to-back interior hoops from 
Greenberg helped the Warriors grab 
a 42-36 lead heading into the fourth.

More damage from Greenberg 
paved the way for Wheeler to build 
its first double-digit lead of the game 
(46-36). Tolman got to within seven 
points with 4:42 left after Lopes made 

2-of-2 at the free-throw line. That was 
followed by a stretch that saw Cobain 
net six of his team’s eight points.

Now 3-1 in league play, the Tigers 
will remain on the road on Wednesday 
when they travel to Juanita Sanchez.

“They’re a good team, but I also 
like to think we’re getting better,” 
said Coughlin.

For Wheeler, another matchup 
of D-II undefeated clubs awaits on 
Wednesday night. This time, the War-
riors will travel to Burrillville.

“To have the opportunity to play 
Burrillville on the heels of Tolman … 
obviously (Broncos head coach Kevin 
Randall) has done a very good job,” 
said Kelly. “When you’ve earned the 
right to have a Division I football 
team, there’s a trickle down to your 
basketball program. They’re strong, 
tough kids who play for each other.”

Follow Brendan McGair on Twit-
ter @BWMcGair03

WOONSOCKET – Play-
ing without senior all-division 
player Talia Fernandes and 
sixth man Ashley Plamondon, 
the Mount St. Charles girls 
basketball team dug deep and 
handed visiting Cranston East 
a 50-44 loss in Division III ac-
tion on Monday night.

Senior captain Lauren Cu-

nanan led the Mounties with 
18 points on four three-point-
ers and 11 rebounds. Fresh-
man Lexi Robillard knocked 
down four threes for 16 
points while Emma Roberts 
chipped in with nine points. 
The Mounties led by as many 
as 20 points before holding 
on.

Shorthanded Mounties 
overcome Thunderbolts

Photo by Jerry Silberman / risportsphoto.com
Davies Tech forward Antonio Cabral (11) attempts a shot in the first half of Monday night’s overtime victory over West Warwick 
to keep the Patriots undefeated in Division III.

Buzzer
Continued from page B1

“7-0, which is good. Very good 
group, that West Warwick team. We 
knew that coming in, so it was a good 
test for us,” the Patriots coach said af-
ter the win of both his team and the 
one they had just faced. 

Isaiah Gonsalves added 15 points 
in the winning effort, while Jean Ma-
rie Preira had 11 and Antonio Cabral, 
8, but it was Rainey who stole the 
show, with the senior now sitting just 
11 points shy of 1,000 total for his ca-
reer.

“Hopefully, next game he gets it,” 
Morris said, but added that should the 
weather postpone Davies’ matchup 
against the Spartans tonight in Sci-
tuate, it would not be the end of the 
world. Should that happen, Rainey 
would mostly likely then have the 
chance to achieve the milestone on his 
own home court on Friday when the 
team is next scheduled to play. 

Though there would be no fans in 
attendance to celebrate the accom-
plishment, it would still be a more 
fitting scene for the team’s top point 
producer.

Monday’s victory was far from a 
guarantee for the Patriots who trailed 
for most of the game before coming to 
life late. Rainey himself scored 20 of 
his 31 points in the final quarter and 
overtime, spoiling what would have 
been an impressive win by the home 
team.

Out of the gate, it was the Wizards 
bringing all of the energy, their 15-2 
run in the opening minutes fueled by 
the three-ball, of which they would hit 
10 by night’s end.

“They’re definitely a threat to us, 
so we knew that when we came into 
this game that they were a top team 
in our division,” Rainey said of West 
Warwick, now 4-2 on the year. “We 
knew who there targets were. He was 
hitting a lot of threes this game,” he 
said of senior Kyle DaSilva who con-
nected for six on the night, part of a 

21-point outing for Wizards. 
Alex Johnson posted his sixth con-

secutive double double, racking up 16 
points and 11 boards for West War-
wick in the losing effort.

Davies found their stride after a 
slow start and pulled to with four 
points at 23-19 by the conclusion of 
the opening quarter, but trailed 38-31 
by the half and 51-42 after three pe-
riods.

The fourth quarter was when they 
turned on the jets, as they took the 
lead on several occasions, but still 
needed the extra four minutes to get 
the job done, with the game tied 65-65 
at the end of regulation thanks to two 
clutch free throws from Johnson. 

In the extra session, the two sides 
found themselves knotted up, 72-72 
before 

Preira hit his second three of the 
game. DaSilva would respond on the 
other end of the court for West War-
wick, but it would be Davies getting 
the last laugh in the form of Rainey’s 
game-wining three. 
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