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Tripped up 
in Detroit

Red Wings end 
Bruins’ six-game 

winning streak with 
3-1 victory
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Swimming

Mixing the 
old with 
the new

Tolman/Shea Co-op enjoying success individually & as a team
By JON BAKER

jbaker@awtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET  —  Tolman/
Shea Co-op senior captain Gio So-
ria seems to be enjoying this inter-
scholastic season more than those 
in years past, and there’s one really 

simple reason as to why: Finally, 
the Tigers/Raiders are winning.

Over his past three years, Soria 
had been more used to individual 
success, but that didn’t show itself 
in the team’s final score. This 

Tolman/Shea Co-op senior captain Gio Soria was part of the winning 200-
yard medley relay during last Friday’s meet against Burrillville. 
Photo by Ernest A. Brown

C’s strike down 
Thunder for 7th 
straight victory 

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE  — Sorry, Cumberland 
High, but after what Woonsocket junior 
standout Logan Coles pulled off Saturday 
morning, you’ve got to wait your turn.

Truthfully, both the Clippers’ boys and 
girls manufactured superior collective per-
formances at the Class A Indoor Champi-
onships, extremely noteworthy on the state 
level.

Coles, however, made stunning national 
news.

After uncorking a spectacular heave of 77 
feet, four and one-half inches in the 25-pound 
weight throw, he not only claimed yet anoth-
er class title but also became the top-ranked 
schoolboy in the United States in that event.

Lincoln High senior phenom Kyle Moi-
son had owned the second-best distance 

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE  —  Lincoln High senior 
captain Kyle Moison had just entered the 
Providence Career & Technical Academy 
fieldhouse Saturday morning for the start 
of the R.I. Class B Indoor Championships 
when he saw his longtime pal – Woonsock-
et junior Logan Coles – unleash a heave 
from the 25-pound weight circle that even 
he couldn’t believe.

Coles, you see, had been participating in 
the tail end of the Class A meet. Like Moi-
son, he tries to launch large objects a great 
distance into the air. 

Moison claims he watched the short 
“ball-and-chain” travel and land on the hard 
tartan surface, and admitted his astonish-
ment at what he witnessed.

“After they measured, the performance 

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE  —  Braxton Fontaine 
was having fun, and his St. Raphael Acade-
my teammates seemed more than willing to 
“raise the bar” for him.

The senior captain Fontaine already had 
secured the high jump title at these R.I. 
Class C Indoor Championships at the Prov-
idence Career & Technical Academy field-
house, courtesy of a leap of 6-0; that had 
tied his previous best, so – naturally – his 
endorphins took over.

As is customary, officials in such an 
event allow the victor to continue, try to im-
prove upon his winning height for, more or 
less, bragging rights, so the energetic Saints 
continued to urge him on.

For two more jumps at 6-2, Fontaine 
playfully engaged those mates and crowd, 

Woonsocket’s Coles
moves to No. 1 in
U.S. in weight toss

See MOISON, page B3

Lincoln’s top 
throwers make sure 
to leave their mark

Fontaine, Kipyego
help Saints achieve
best in Class C

See FONTAINE, page B7

TOP, Woonsocket junior Logan 
Coles made national headlines 
as his toss of 77 feet, 4 1/2 inch-
es not only helped him capture 
the boys’ 25-pound weight throw 
in the Class A meet. The impres-
sive heave vaulted him to the 
No. 1 spot in said high-school 
event in the entire country. FAR 
RIGHT, Braxton Fontaine won 
the high jump as the St. Raphael 
boys team captured the Class C 
title. BOTTOM, SRA junior Ra-
chael Mongeau captured three 
long-distance running events 
Saturday. 

File photos 

File photo
A report surfaced Sunday night that the 
trade that would send outfielder Mookie 
Betts from the Red Sox to the Dodgers 
has been complete.  

Revamped 
Betts deal 
reportedly 
in place
Dodgers, Twins agree 
on Maeda, Graterol deal

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The Min-
nesota Twins agreed Sunday to send 
bullpen prospect Brusdar Graterol to 
the Los Angeles Dodgers for starting 
pitcher Kenta Maeda, according to a 
person with direct knowledge of the 
deal, five days after the initial trade 
with the Boston Red Sox was held up.

The person spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition of anonymi-
ty because the deal had not yet been 
announced. The Twins also agreed 
to send one of their draft picks in the 
competitive balance round this sum-
mer — 67th overall — and a minor 
leaguer to the Dodgers for $10 mil-
lion and a minor leaguer to even out 
the trade.

Graterol was first headed for the 
cost-cutting Red Sox as part of a 
three-team swap to send outfielder 
Mookie Betts and starting pitcher Da-
vid Price to the Dodgers. But the Red 
Sox, as first reported by The Athletic, 
raised questions about Graterol's arm 
health.

Now the Red Sox and Dodgers will 
conduct their own trade involving 
Betts and Price. The Twins and Dodg-
ers technically now have a separate 
deal, the person said.

NBA

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — With 
most of their lead gone, the Boston 
Celtics needed someone to make a 
stop in the final seconds.

As usual, Marcus Smart took it 
upon himself.

Smart stole the ball from Oklaho-
ma City’s Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
with 5.8 seconds le,fhelping the Celt-
ics hold on for a 112-111 victory over 
the Thunder on Sunday

“I didn't even want to give them 
See CELTICS, page B2

By JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer

LOS ANGELES — “Para-
site” won the best picture Os-
car Sunday night, becoming 
the first foreign-language film 
to take home the biggest hon-
or in film.

Bong Joon Ho’s class satire 
has been one of the season’s 
darlings, despite failing to 
garner any Academy Award 
nominations for its cast.

Bong’s South Korean class 
satire took three big awards: 
best director, best original 
screenplay and best interna-
tional film. All were the first 
Oscars for a Korean film. 
Bong and co-writer Han Jin 
Won became the first Asian 
writers to take the screen-
play prize. Should “Parasite” 
win the night’s final award, it 
would be the first non-English 
language film to win best pic-
ture.

As it has for much of 
awards season, “Parasite” 
appeared the favorite in the 
room. A standing ovation 

greeted Bong’s win for inter-
national film. “I am ready to 
drink tonight,” said Bong to 
roars from the crowd. Unex-
pectedly called up again for 
best director, Bong saluted his 
fellow nominees, particularly 
Martin Scorsese, and conclud-
ed: “Now I’m ready to drink 
until tomorrow.”

Few categories were more 
certain coming into Sunday’s 
Oscars than best support-
ing actor, which Pitt has had 
locked down all awards sea-
son. 

Pitt said the honor had giv-
en him reason to reflect on his 
fairy-tale journey in the film 
industry, going back to when 
he moved to Los Angeles 
from Missouri. “Once upon a 
time in Hollywood,” said Pitt. 
“Ain’t that the truth.”

Most of the early awards 
went according to forecasts, 
including Dern winning for 
her performance as a divorce 
attorney in Noah Baumbach’s 
“Marriage Story.” Accepting 
her first Oscar, Dern thanked 
her in-attendance parents, 

“my legends, Diane Ladd and 
Bruce Dern.”

Coming on a rare rainy day 
in Los Angeles, the ceremony 
was soggy and song-heavy. 
Some performances, like Em-
inem’s performance of “Lose 
Yourself,” were unexpected 
(and drew a wane response 
from Martin Scorsese). All of 
the song nominees performed, 
including Elton John who won 
with his longtime songwriting 
partner Bernie Taupin for their 
“Rocketman” tune.

“Joker” composer Hildur 
Gudnadottir won best original 
score.

“To the girls, to the women, 
to the mothers, to the daugh-
ters who hear the music open-
ing within, please speak up,” 
said Gudnadottir. 

Awards were spread around 
to all of the best-picture nom-
inees, with the lone exception 
being Martin Scorsese’s 10-
time nominee “The Irishman.”

See OSCARS, page A2

Brad Pitt, Laura Dern, ‘Parasite’ win at Academy Awards

By JOSEPH FITZGERALD
jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

WARWICK – Tucked away in a cor-
ner of the automotive center at the New 
England Institute of Technology, mem-
bers of the Burrillville High School 
robotics team huddle over a table and 
use small screwdrivers and wrenches 
to make last minute adjustments to this 
year’s robot.

“This could be our most intelligent 
robot ever,” says Andrew Aldrich, fac-
ulty adviser and coach of the team, 
which was competing Saturday in the 
FIRST Tech Challenge Rhode Island 
championship.

Known as Team 154 Renegade, the 
Burrillville students were among hun-
dreds of high school students represent-
ing 28 schools from around the state 
competing in the state championship 
this year, including Cumberland High 
School, Charles E. Shea High School in 
Pawtucket and the William M. Davies 
Career and Technical High School in 
Lincoln.

See ROBOTICS, page A2

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Members of Shea’s Invader Robotics team, from left, Lucas Furtado, Coach David Ofori, and Camilio Darosa, compete during the 
annual Skystone First Tech Robotics Challenge held at New England Tech  Automotive Center in Warwick on Saturday.

Shea students Shamar Morgan, Coach Omar Martinez, and Zachary Pereira, from left, 
compete during the annual Skystone First Tech Robotics Challenge.

Robotics competition puts local 
students’ STEM skills to the test Franklin Farm 

has banner year

Vets testify at 
Statehouse over 
home proposal

By JOSEPH 
FITZGERALD

jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

CUMBERLAND – The 
town-owned Metcalf-Frank-
lin Farm on Abbott Run Val-
ley Road  harvested nearly 
36,000 pounds of vegetables 
last year for the Rhode Island 
Food Bank and several local 
food pantries. It was another 
bumper crop season for the 
farm, which celebrated a ma-
jor milestone of donating a 
whopping 100 tons of food to 
the food bank over the past 14 
years.

“In 2019, we grew almost 
36,000 pounds of fresh veg-
etables, which translates into 
100,000 servings,” Metcalf 
Franklin Farm Preservation 

Association Treasurer Carrie 
Almon told the Town Council 
during a state-of-the-farm ad-
dress Wednesday. “This year 
we passed 425,000 pounds 
since we started tracking the 
weight of the vegetables that 
we grown starting in 2006.”

The farm, the last complete 
farm in Rhode Island with 65 
acres of pristine meadows 
and wooded areas, an 1800 
English style barn and an 
1854 Colonial farmhouse, is 
best known for is its Franklin 
Farm Community Garden, an 
all volunteer organization that 
grows farm fresh produce for 
the Rhode Island Food Bank 
and several local food pan-
tries. Now in its 15th year of 

See FARM, page A2

By JOSEPH B. NADEAU
jnadeau@woonsocketcall.com

PROVDENCE – The 
House Finance Committee 
wrapped up an initial round 
of hearings on Gov. Gina Rai-
mondo’s proposed funding 
changes for the Rhode Island 
Veterans Home last week after 
getting the views of officials 
from the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs on the home’s op-
eration and also veteran argu-
ments opposed to a proposed 
increase in resident contribu-
tions to its operation.

Rep. Marvin L. Abney 
(D-Dist. 73, Middletown and 
Newport), Finance Commit-
tee chairman, thanked the par-
ticipants for their testimony 
as the session came to a close 
and noted that future discus-
sions would be held by the 
panel on the specifics of the 

issues that had been raised. 
“Your words do not fall on 

deaf ears and I thank everyone 
for testifying before us,” Ab-
ney said. 

The second of the panel’s 
two hearings on the Gov-
ernor’s proposed Article 16 
budget changes for Veterans 
Home and the Department 
of Human Services includ-
ed presentations by Brig. 
Gen. Christopher Callahan, 
commanding general of the 
Rhode Island National Guard, 
and Kasim Yarn, director of 
veterans affairs, on a review 
conducted on the costs be-
hind a budget shortfall at the 
state-operated veterans home 
in Bristol.

The Governor’s budget 
article seeks to address the re-
maining portion of what 

See VETS, page A2

Blaine Ohigashi / ©A.M.P.A.S.
Brad Pitt accepts the Academy Award for actor in a supporting 
role during The 92nd Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood 
on Sunday.



A2 THE TIMES Valley/Nation Monday, February 10, 2020

23 Exchange Street, Pawtucket, RI 02860
Newsroom fax: (401) 765-2834

e-mail: notices@pawtuckettimes.com.com
sports@pawtuckettimes.com.com

SubScriber ServiceS
CIRCULATION: Per copy - $.75 daily. 

Delivery by 7:30 a.m. weekdays, 8:30 a.m. on weekends, holidays.

Call by 9:00 a.m. to receive guaranteed redelivery in most areas.
Home delivery or billing questions: 767-8522

For missed deliveries or damaged papers on weekends,
call by 9:00 a.m.

AdvertiSing
Classified: 767-8503

Display: 767-8505
Advertising FAX: 767-8509

buSineSS Office
Classified Billing: 767-8505

Display Billing: 767-8505

The Times, copyright 2017, is published daily. No articles, photographs or any editorial content may 
be reproduced or reprinted in whole or in part without the express permission of the publisher.

The Times

Published daily except Sunday by
Rhode Island Suburban Newspapers

The Times

All Readers can submit

• Birth Announcements
• Engagement Announcements
• Wedding Announcements
• Anniversary Announcements

As well as email events, 
community news, Letters to the 
Editor, submit photos and even 
subscribe online at our website?

www.pawtuckettimes.com 

We accept these announcements 
in a number of ways:

• You can Fax to 401-767-8509
• You can stop by our office 

located at:
23 Exchange St., Pawtucket, RI

• You can email Birth 
Announcements to 

advertising@pawtuckettimes.com
• You can email Anniversaries, 
Engagements and Weddings to 
notices@pawtuckettimes.com

• You can download a form 
from our website: 

www.pawtuckettimes.com
Simply complete the form then 
mail, fax or scan to email the 

announcement. 
If you would like a copy of the 
pdf of your announcement as it 
appeared in the paper, we can 

provide you with that for $5.00 
simply stop into The Times with 

the publication date and page 
number in which your 

announcement appeared.

Sunday’s RI Daily
Mid-day:      9 9 4 7 
Evening:      4 9 4 0   

Sunday’s Mass. Daily
Mid-day:      5 0 6 4 
Evening:      5 8 0 6 

Saturday’s Powerball
 35 49 50 59 66 PB 6

Saturday’s Mass Cash
     8 12 27 29 30

LOTTERY NUMBERS Vets
Continued from page A1
had initially been a $3 million 
deficit in the home’s operat-
ing budget by taking a greater 
share of the personal income 
currently retained by resi-
dents as well as implement-
ing operational changes and 
new accounting and oversight 
practices.

The state’s plan to increase 
resident contributions from 
the current 80 percent of their 
overall income to 100 percent 
with a specified $300 a month 
retention for personal expens-
es, has been strongly opposed 
by the veterans groups and 
family members as an im-
proper way to address the lack 
of a sufficient state contribu-
tion to the home’s operation.

The funding of the veter-
ans home surfaced as a bud-
get problem after the former 
facility in Bristol was replace 
with the current modern, larg-
er facility two years ago. 

Callahan told the panel 
that one of the findings of the 
home’s operational review 
was that a prior reliance on 
overtime as a way to meet 
staffing needs ultimately be-
came a greater than projected 
expense given the layout of 
the new facility and its result-
ing demands for staffing cov-
erage.

“If we are able to hire more 
FTEs, we may be able to low-
er staffing costs,” Callahan 
told the committee. 

The operational review 
pointed out that there is “not 

a lot of depth in oversight” 
benchmarks at the  home and 
as a result staffing issues can 
become acute, Callahan told 
the committee. Medical re-
cord keeping is all done by 
hand, he noted, and improved 
medical record technology 
could help with better fore-
casting of staffing issues. 

The general also made a 
point of telling the legisla-
tors that despite all the recent 
attention the home has been 
getting in the budget debate, 
he wanted them to remember 
that “the care is exceptional.

“So what we want is se-
curity in providing the basics 
and that’s what the increase in 
FTE’s will provide,” Callahan 
said. 

The session also includ-
ed testimony on the proposal 
to take all of a residents in-
come and even some objec-
tion from members of the 
Finance Committee such as 
Rep. James N. McLaughlin 
(D-Dist. 57, Cumberland and 
Central Falls). 

“I realize that this is a fi-
nance problem but its not a 
problem of our veterans,” Mc-
Laughlin said in opposition to 
the proposed increase from 80 
percent of a resident’s income 
to a 100 percent contribution 
to the home’s operation.

McLaughlin noted that 
President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt had declared that `no 
veteran will ever be left with-
out’ when he proposed the 
creation of the federal Veter-
ans Administration.

“That should be applicable 
on the state level,” McLaugh-

lin said. 
Ginny Hanson, a Navy vet-

eran and member of Chapter 
15 of the DAV and the Bris-
tol Veterans Council, com-
mended Callahan and Yarn 
for the information collected 
on the home’s operations but 
remained adamant that there 
was “no way that I am going 
to support what has been put 
forward, to take 100 percent,” 
of a resident’s income.

“The veterans have already 
paid their dues,” she added. 

Hanson recommended in-
stead everyone at the session 
“put our heads together. We 
can do the best we can to take 
care of them in this facility.”

Part of the problem in staff-
ing, Hanson said, is the time 
it takes to hire people to work 
at the home after they apply 
to the state and also to retain 
staff if they decide to take the 
job. 

When the home was finally 
able to get the application of 
three potential CNAs from the 
state, Hanson said two of that 
number then indicated they 
had found work elsewhere.

“So the procedure to apply 
has to change,” she said. 

The Bristol veterans group 
has been working to get more 
volunteers involved in the 
new home and Hanson said 
she has seen some success in 
that of late as another possible 
way to help lower its costs, 
even if volunteers help with 
things such as handling a res-
ident’s wheelchair or helping 
them to get dressed.

The residents have also 
been concerned about the pro-

posed reduction of their avail-
able income, she noted.

“They said please tell them 
up there that they want the 20 
percent and not the $300,” she 
said. 

John Cianci, a Gulf War 
and Iraqi Freedom veteran of 
the R.I. National Guard and 
RI commander of the Italian 
American War Veterans, was 
among the veterans represen-
tatives calling for a change 
in the state proposed income 
contribution.

“I just want to absolute-
ly oppose Article 16 and any 
increased burden to our veter-
ans and their families,” Cianci 
said. 

The veterans are also op-
posed to the increased costs 
the residents have faced since 
a past program of in-house 
physical and occupational 
therapy sessions was elimi-
nated and residents were in-
stead transported to the VA 
Hospital in Providence for 
such care. 

Cianci maintained that 
most of the veterans should 
be entitled to such care under 
VA rules and should not be 
required to pay copays as the 
home has been charging since 
the change was implemented.

Like Hanson’s organiza-
tion, Cianci said the Rhode 
Island Italian American War 
Veterans is looking to help get 
more veteran volunteers in-
volved with the home and as a 
result help lower some of the 
costs it currently faces in food 
service and other operational 
programs.  

Farm
Continued from page A1

growing vegetables on one 
acre, volunteers plant, tend, 
harvest and transport the pro-
duce every week from June to 
through September. 

Beneficiaries of the pro-
duce over the years have in-
cluded the Pawtucket Soup 

Kitchen, Blackstone Valley 
Emergency Food Center and 
Salvation Army Food Pantry, 
all in Pawtucket; St. George’s 
Episcopal Church Soup 
Kitchen in Central Falls; the 
Northern Rhode Island Food 
Pantry in Cumberland; We-
R-Group Hug in Providence; 
and Because He Lives Soup 
Kitchen and the River UMC 
Soup Kitchen, both in Woon-

socket.
During the height of the 

growing season, the farm 
holds “Tending Nights” ev-
ery Monday and Thursday 
from 5:30 to dusk. No sign up 
is necessary, and volunteers 
just show up, check in with a 
team leader and start picking.

Over the past 14 summers, 
thousands of volunteers have 
donated thousands of hours 

working on the farm. Volun-
teers include school students, 
community groups, boys and 
girls scouts, church groups 
and general members of the 
community.

“Volunteers this past year 
gave approximately 40,000 
volunteer hours to the farm,” 
said Metcalf Franklin Farm 
Preservation Association 
Secretary Julie Guerin.

In addition, more than 600 
students visited the farm in 
2019. There were also ap-
proximately 32 families who 
signed up for the allotment 
program. The Allotment Gar-
den at Franklin Farm was es-
tablished in 2014 to provide a 
place for people in the com-
munity to grow their own or-
ganic vegetables.

Oscars
Continued from page A1

“1917,” acclaimed for its techni-
cal virtuosity, took awards for Roger 
Deakins’ cinematography, visual ef-
fects and sound mixing. The car racing 
throwback “Ford v Ferrari” was also 
honored for its craft, winning both 

editing and sound editing. Gerwig’s 
Louisa May Alcott adaptation “Little 
Women” won for Jacqueline Durran’s 
costume design. “Once Upon a Time 
... in Hollywood” for Barbara Ling’s 
production design.

Netflix came in with a leading 
24 nominations. Along with the win 
for “Marriage Story,” the streamer’s 
“American Factory” won best docu-

mentary. The film is the first release 
from Barack and Michelle Obama’s 
Higher Ground Productions. No stu-
dio has spent more heavily this awards 
season than Netflix, which is seeking 
its first best picture win after coming 
up just shy last year with “Roma.”

Pixar extended its domination of 
the best animated film category, win-
ning for “Toy Story 4.” It’s the 10th 

Pixar film to win the award and sec-
ond “Toy Story” film to do so, follow-
ing the previous 2010 installment.

It was an early award for the Walt 
Disney Co. which despite last year 
amassing a record $13 billion in 
worldwide box office and owning the 
network the Oscars are broadcast on, 
played a minor role in the ceremony. 

Passengers quarantined on cruise ship are desperate to escape virus
Simon Denyer, Siobhán 

O’Grady
The Washington Post · · 

YOKOHAMA, Japan – For 
now, only the sick can leave.

In the four days since the 
Diamond Princess cruise ship 
quarantined around 3,700 pas-
sengers and crew members in 
a Japanese port, the few dozen 
who have disembarked were 
wheeled off on stretchers and 
helped into ambulances. They 
coughed and ached and burned 

with fever – the latest to fall ill 
as the coronavirus outbreak 
spreads rapidly across Asia.

Growing desperate after 
days of being cooped up, Vana 
Mendizabal, 69, suddenly re-
alized: What if her only escape 
route from the ship and the 
mandatory 14-day quarantine 
would be to come down with 
the virus?

She is one of hundreds of 
Americans stuck on the cruise 
ship halfway around the world, 
in a confinement that is one 

of the strange repercussions 
of the coronavirus epidemic 
that was first documented in 
Wuhan, China, in December. 
Since then, more than 31,000 
people have been infected and 
more than 630 people have 
died – most of them in China. 
Cases have also been recorded 
in more than two dozen coun-
tries.

Vana Mendizabal’s travel 
insurance won’t arrange an 
evacuation unless she falls ill. 
Japan won’t allow anyone off 

the ship unless they are being 
transported to a hospital or 
have completed at least two 
weeks in quarantine. U.S. 
officials have not offered 
another solution to evacuate 
American passengers who 
are anxiously holed up on the 
cruise liner.

Mendizabal and her hus-
band, Mario, 75, who are 
from Crystal River, Florida, 
feel stranded as they run out 
of clean clothes and patience.

“We are trying to somehow 

reach the State Department 
in hopes they will get us off 
here,” Vana Mendizabal said 
in a phone call from the cou-
ple’s cabin. “We are confined 
to our cabins, we’re breathing 
recirculated air, and it’s not a 
healthy environment for us to 
be staying in.”

“We just want to get off the 
ship,” she said. A friend with 
whom the Mendizabals are 
traveling learned Thursday 
that her mother had died back 
home, news that compounded 

their group’s sense of urgency.
A State Department offi-

cial said Friday that U.S. of-
ficials were closely tracking 
the situation aboard the ship 
and that “once the passengers 
on the Diamond Princess fin-
ish their 14-day quarantine 
period, they will be permitted 
to depart Japan on commer-
cial flights, which are readi-
ly available, and will not be 
subject to additional quaran-
tine upon return to the United 
States.”

Robotics
Continued from page A1

More than 1,000 attend-
ees, including competitors 
and spectators, turned out 
for Saturday’s event,  where 
qualifying teams competed 
for awards and a chance to 
advance to the FIRST Tech 
Challenge World Robotics 
Championship in Houston, 
in April.

The Burrillville team 
this year includes Zachary 
Lawton, Serena Balo, Blake 
Parrot, Derek Silva, Andrew 
Godrin, Amanda Beaudin, 
Jess Plante, Faith Blanchard, 
Kya Boissel, Jason Gomez, 
Ethan Woods, Ben Klockars, 
Reid Morin, Seth Kramner 
and Liam Raithel.

In the world of competitive 
school robotics, Team 154 
Renegade has a reputation 
for excellence. Since 2006, 

the team has won 11 state ti-
tles and go the opportunity to 
compete in the FIRST Tech 
Challenge World Robotics 
Championship in 2012.

This year, during the qual-
ifying competition in Janu-
ary, the team was named the 
winner of the FIRST Tech 
Challenge Inspire Award, 
which is given to the team 
that exhibits the true spirit of 
FIRST.

This is the 13th year the 

Burrillville High School ro-
botics team has made it to the 
state championship.

The FIRST  Tech Chal-
lenge season starts in May, 
when teams generally form 
and registration opens. Sea-
son kick-off is in early Sep-
tember when the season’s 
game is announced. The de-
sign and build season runs 
from September to January. 
Tournament season varies by 
region and can begin as ear-

ly as October and continues 
through April. State and Re-
gional Tournaments advance 
teams to Super-Regional 
Championship Tournaments, 
and winners earn spots at 
FIRST Championship at the 
end of April.

“The students designed 
one heck of a robot this year, 
which rivaled all of the ro-
bots they have built in the 
past,” says Aldrich.

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Left: The team from William M. Davies Career and Technical High School robotics team, from left, 
Olivia Zimage, Bailey Henry, and Christian Harrison, compete during the Robotics Challenge. 
Above: Burrillville team members Andrew Godfrin, Zach Lawton, and Serena Dalo take part in team 
competition during Saturday’s event.
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