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Cumberland 
looks to make 
sure historic 
buildings 
stay standing

By JOSEPH FITZGERALD
jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

CUMBERLAND — The Cumberland Town Council is 
seeking enabling legislation from the General Assembly to al-
low the town to craft a local bylaw that would forestall demo-
lition of historically signifi-
cant properties not presently 
designated as local historic 
districts.

At a meeting last 
Wednesday, the council also 
agreed to ask state lawmak-
ers to approve enabling leg-
islation that will allow the 
town to offer modest prop-
erty tax reductions to those 
owners of properties within 
local historic districts who 
undertake substantial exte-
rior maintenance or resto-
ration projects.

“There are a lot of details 
that still have to be worked 
out, but these are the first 
steps,” said Town Planner Glenn Modica.

The demolition delay bylaw is one of the recommenda-
tions in Mayor Jeffrey Mutter’s Preserve Cumberland initia-
tive, an eight-point strategy to help protect the town’s historic 
buildings and structures like the historic 200-year old Haw-
kins House next to Franklin Farm, which was demolished last 
fall in the space of two days. The town was unable to stop the 
demo because the historic property was not located within 
one of the town’s seven designated historic districts.

The intent of the proposed demolition bylaw is not to per-
manently prevent demolition but rather to provide an opportu-
nity to develop preservation solutions for properties

See BYLAW, page A2

New demolition delay bylaw 
is 1 of 8 Preserve Cumberland 
initiatives put forth by mayor

By STEVE LeBLANC
Associated Press

BOSTON — A ballot question that would let convenience 
stores and other food stores sell beer and wine is drawing criti-
cism from some researchers and substance abuse coordinators 
who say it could result in more crime and alcohol consump-
tion.

The question would let local authorities issue licenses al-
lowing food stores to sell wine and malt beverages to be con-
sumed off the premises. Local licensing authorities would 
have the discretion to determine the number of food store li-
censes they issue. The new licenses would be in addition to 
existing licenses issued for the sale of alcoholic beverages.

See BOOZE, page A2

Mass. ballot question 
would let more food 
stores sell beer, wine

“In recent years 
many other signifi-
cant historic struc-
tures have been 
destroyed or their 
original exterior 
architectural ele-
ments have been 
inappropriately al-
tered. Many more 
historic buildings 
remain at risk.” 
—Cumberland Mayor 

Jeffrey Mutter

By JOSEPH FITZGERALD
jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

EAST PROVIDENCE — The East 
Providence Waterfront District Commis-
sion on Feb. 20 will consider a proposal 
by Boston-based Kearsarge Energy to 
construct a 2,807 kilowatt direct current 
solar array system on Dexter Road.

Kearsarge Energy, doing business as 
Kearsarge Solar LLC, is seeking to build 
the solar farm on a 9.3-acre site across 
from the Aspen Aerogels plant, which 
would generate power to National Grid’s 

electrical distribution system on Dexter 
Road. 

The commission will hold a public 
hearing on the proposal in Room 306 of 
City Hall at 6:30 p.m.

The parcel is located in an industrial 
area and is privately owned by Arpad J. 
Merva Revocable Living Trust. The par-
cel was last home to Sani-kan portable 
sanitation as a storage facility for its clean 
port-a-potties. 

This would be the city’s second major 
solar farm. The Forbes Street solar and 
landfill closure project is currently pro-

ducing nearly 8 megawatts of power mak-
ing it the largest solar farm in the state.  
The power generated from the project is 
directly offsetting the city’s energy ex-
penses while also returning a brownfield 
property – abandoned since 1980 – to pro-
ductive use. It is the first active use of the 
229-acre property since the landfill closed 
in 1979 after a decade as the city’s dump. 

In January 2010, the East Providence 
City Council adopted an updated five-year 
comprehensive plan that called for the 

See SOLAR, page A2

PATRIOT GAMES

Solar farm proposed in E.P.

Times photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies junior guard Keeara Howard (1) sails to the hoop for 2 points against Mount Pleasant during first-half action at Davies 
Career and Technical High School Tuesday night. Howard would finish with 7 points but Davies had its six-game winning streak 
snapped in a 52-43 setback. See sports for complete game story and more photos, PAGE B1.

Actor Jussie 
Smollett faces 
6 new charges 
in Chicago

CHICAGO (AP) — Actor Jussie 
Smollett was indicted Tuesday for a 
second time on charges of lying to 
police about a racist and anti-gay at-
tack he allegedly staged on himself 
in downtown Chicago, renewing 
a divisive criminal case that drew 
worldwide attention last year.

The indictment came from a 
special prosecutor who was ap-
pointed after Cook County prose-
cutors dropped the same charges 
last March.

The new charges were sure to re-
ignite many of the tensions that sur-
rounded Smollett a year ago. When 
his claims first emerged, he drew a 
groundswell of support from fans 
and celebrities and gave an emo-
tional television interview about the 
attack.

The case came to reflect the po-
larized state of political discourse in 
America. Many Democrats initial-
ly called it a shocking instance of 
Trump-era racism and hate, while 
Republicans depicted it as yet an-
other example of liberals rushing to 
judgment and disparaging the presi-
dent’s supporters as bigots.

Special prosecutor Dan Webb 
said in a statement that Smollett 

See CHARGES, page A2

Sanders holds slim lead as 
NH culls presidential field
By STEVE PEOPLES, KATHLEEN 
RONAYNE, HUNTER WOODALL 

Associated Press

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Fiery pro-
gressive Bernie Sanders fought for Demo-
cratic front-runner status Tuesday night as 
New Hampshire’s first-in-the-nation prima-
ry began to cull the crowded field, bringing 
at least some clarity to a presidential nom-
ination fight marred so far by dysfunction 

and doubt.
Sanders held a small lead over Pete Butt-

igieg and Amy Klobuchar as results were 
coming in. Elizabeth Warren and Joe Biden 
were vying for fourth, and neither was on 
track to receive any delegates.

As Sanders predicted victory, former 
Mayor Buttigieg and Klobuchar fought for 
an edge with their  party’s establishment 

See NH, page A2

Washington Post photo by Salwan Georges
In this file photo, Entrepreneur Andrew Yang speaks to Iowa voters on the Soapbox 
Stage at the Iowa State Fair on Aug. 9, 2019, in Des Moines. Yang dropped out of the 
race Tuesday as New Hampshire results rolled in.

Road work

SPORTS, B1

North Smithfield 
girls’ basketball 

team (now 12-2) 
comes home from 
Central Falls with 
a well-deserved 

D3 victory. 
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Cumberland senior forward Aidan 
Clarey is the Spumoni’s Italian Seafood 
Restaurant Athlete of the Week after 
keeping the reigning Division II cham-
pions undefeated this season. Clarey 
scored the game-winning goal late in the 
third period of Friday night’s 2-1 victory 
over Coventry. One night later, Clarey 
scored a goal in a 4-1 victory over Ports-
mouth at Adelard Arena. The Clippers, 
who have a three-point lead over South 
Kingstown for the No. 1 seed, takes on 
PSW Friday night at Lynch Arena. 

Raiders fall to Wizards
Santos scores 26 points in rough road defeat

By NICK CANTOR
kcsports@ricentral.com

WEST WARWICK — 
For the second time in as 
many nights, it was Shea vs. 
West Warwick at Dan Syl-
vester Gymnasium. Shea’s 
win Monday gave way to 
a less dramatic, but more 
favorable outcome for the 
home team just 24 hours lat-
er, enabling the two schools 
to call it even against one 
another.

Using an offensive surge 
late in the first half to create 
distance between themselves 
and their opponents on the 
scoreboard, the Wizards im-
proved to 10-3 on the year in 
league play with a 61-52 vic-
tory that left West Warwick 
coach Steve Lawton excep-
tionally pleased.

“Huge win for us. We’re 
depleted, we only have 
eight girls,” he said of the 
limited personnel available 
to the Wizards.

“We’ve had to cancel jay-
vee. Girls are hurting, sick,” 
he said.

See SPLIT, page B8

Photo by Jerry Silberman / risportsphoto.com
Senior wing Yasmine Santos (4) was the lone bright spot in the 
Raiders’ 61-52 defeat to West Warwick Tuesday night. 

Northmen stifle Warriors

COLLEGE

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
North Smithfield sophomore forward Laura Matchett, center, helped the second-place Northmen overcome an improving Central Falls squad 
Tuesday night. Matchett scored a game-high 11 points in the Northmen’s 37-25 Division III road win over the Warriors. 

Matchett leads North Smithfield past Central Falls
By JON BAKER

jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

CENTRAL FALLS  –  Neither senior 
captain Hope Trowbridge nor the rest of 
the North Smithfield girls basketball ex-
pected Central Falls High to come out with 
such ferocity in the opening half of the two 
teams’ Division III showdown inside the 
Warriors’ gymnasium on Tuesday night.

After all, the Northmen were atop the 
league with only two losses, while the host-
esses had only eared three triumphs on the 
campaign.

“They surprised me a little bit, coming 
out so strong,” Trowbridge stated. “They 
were really on top of us, making us work. 
In the first half, we were all down on our-
selves because of the way we were playing. 
The good news is we’re a second-half team; 

if we’re not doing well in the first half, we 
always come out strong in the second.”

She wasn’t kidding. The Northmen, 
ahead by only three (14-11) at the break, 
manufactured a 10-2 surge over the initial 
4:18 of the final stanza and finally snagged 
a 37-25 verdict over the improving War-
riors.

See NORTHMEN, page B3

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies guard Cheyenne Robertson made 
three 3-pointers and scored a team-high nine 
points, but the Patriots dropped a 52-43 deci-
sion to Mount Pleasant Tuesday night. 

Pats’ winning 
streak ends
Mount Pleasant controls 
paint to earn victory

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

LINCOLN — Davies Tech guard Keeara 
Howard did the right thing with 2 minutes, 
20 seconds left in Tuesday night’s Division 
III contest when she fouled Mount Pleasant 
junior Kelsey Hatch to send the Kiltie to 
the line for a one-and-one with the Patriots 
trailing by eight points.

Hatch missed the free throw, but the Pa-
triots failed to grab the defensive rebound. 
The same scene played out twice more 

See PATRIOTS, page B3

No. 6 Flyers 
crush Rams

By JOE KAY 
Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — Obi Toppin scored 
22 points and led an opening 17-point spurt 
Tuesday night as No. 6 Dayton surged to an 
81-67 victory over Rhode Island, dominat-
ing a match-up of the Toppin brothers and 
the Atlantic 10’s top teams.

Both teams brought double-digit win-
ning streaks into a chippy game that includ-
ed seven technical fouls. Dayton (22-2, 11-
0) got the better of it in every way, winning 
its 13th in a row. 

See TOPPIN, page B2
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January 8, 2020 - Mount senior forward John Belisle (10) moves to score a 
goal against La Salle 9:06 in the second period at Adelard Arena Thursday 

night. It would be the only goal for Mount, losing to La Salle 6-1 final.
Ernest A. Brown photo
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Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies Tech guard Keeara Howard (1) battled for a rebound during the first half of the Patriots’ 52-
43 defeat to Mount Pleasant Tuesday night at Gaskin Alumni Hall. 

Patriots
Continued from page B1
over the next minute as the smaller, quicker 
Kilties beat the Patriots to loose balls. 

Even though Davies guard Cheyenne 
Robertson made three 3-pointers and scored 
a team-high nine points, the Patriots saw 
their six-game Division III winning streak 
come to an end with a 52-43 defeat to the 
Kilties at Gaskin Alumni Hall.

“Give Mount Pleasant credit, they 
worked hard for their offensive rebounds, 
they weren’t satisfied with just one shot,” 
Davies coach Joe Handy said. “We’re built 
in the paint to rebound the ball and control 
that area, but they did a better job on both 
ends than we did. They’re a really good 
team and they played well.”

Davies Tech (7-6 Division III) made six 
3-pointers to the Kilties’ four, but it was 
what happened inside the 3-point line that 
decided the game. Along with Robertson, 
Howard connected on a 3-pointer and fin-
ished with seven points, while forward Ana 
Gomes added seven. Forward Jenny Cruz 
chipped in with six.

Life doesn’t get any easier for the Pa-
triots because they make the short trip up 
Route 146 Thursday night to face talented 
North Smithfield. The teams have already 
met in a pair of league games that went the 
way of the Northmen, who are currently in 
second place in the division.

“We’ve played them twice and they’ve 
beaten us soundly twice, so we’re going to 
have to change some things,” Handy said. 
“They’re a good team.”

Mount Pleasant (8-4 Division III) is cur-
rently battling Woonsocket and Mt. Hope 

for the No. 4 seed, which would secure a 
home quarterfinal. Tuesday, the Kilties re-
ceived a game-high 16 points from Hatch, 
while Francheska Contreras chipped in with 
11 points. 

After trailing by five points at halftime, 
the Patriots responded with an 8-0 run to 
start the second half thanks to 3-pointers 
from Robertson and Howard to take a 32-
29 advantage. After the Kilties went on a 
4-0 run to tie the game, Robertson made her 
final 3-pointer to put the Pats up by three 
with 10:49 remaining. From that point, Da-
vies only scored five points and made just 
one bucket. 

“Instead of getting the ball inside like 
we want to do, I just feel like we settled for 
shots in the second half,” Handy said. “We 
want to work the ball down low to Jenny 
and Ana, but we took quick shots and that 
helped them get out in transition.” 

Mount Pleasant freshman Amya Perry, 
who scored nine points, gave the visitors 
the lead for good with a 3-pointer. Davies 
closed the gap to one with 4:49 left, but 
Mount Pleasant scored eight straight points 
to close out the contest.

It looked like it was going to be an easy 
night for Mount Pleasant, as Hatch and the 
Kilties built a 23-13 advantage with six min-
utes left in the first half. Robertson, Jaylene 
Sanchez, Cruz and Howard sparked an 11-0 
run to give the Patriots a one-point advan-
tage. The Kilties responded with a 6-0 run to 
end the half. 

“Give Mount Pleasant all the credit be-
cause they played hard and answered our 
runs,” Handy said. 

Follow Branden Mello on Twitter @Bran-
den_Mello

Northmen
Continued from page B1

“We just did our jobs 
(over the final 16 minutes),” 
stated Trowbridge, who fin-
ished with eight points as the 
Northmen improved to 12-2 
in league action. “We final-
ly started working togeth-
er. Coach (Ariana Stanton) 
told us we needed to find 
each other on the floor and 
be more aggressive, and we 
were.”

To be fair, CF (3-10 
league) played rather well, 
but sustained yet another 
defeat because of scoring 
issues. Defensively, head 
coach Nick Lafreniere’s con-
tingent did its job.

Only sophomore center 
Laura Matchett achieved 
double figures with 11 points, 
but she was also a force on 
the boards. After Trow-
bridge’s eight, sophomore 
Calla Puccetti managed sev-
en, classmate Megan Masi 
six and senior center Alex 
Ledger five.

Senior point guard/
co-captain Skylar Mette also 
proved a difference maker 
for NS, despite the fact she 
didn’t score.

Junior guard Ameliz Vil-
legas paced the Warriors 
with nine points, while junior 
Angely Falu and sophomores 
Daneisha Manzueta and Fi-
delina Sequeira each notched 
four.

“We weren’t mentally 
or physically ready (for the 
game) right away, and they 
came out really strong,” 
Stanton noted. “They were in 
our face, pressuring us, and 
there were a few times down 
the floor in the first half we 
didn’t get any baskets. That 
affected our defense, which 
leads to our offense. I mean, 
we started so slowly.

“It was only 14-11 at 

halftime, and that’s one of 
lowest-scoring halves of the 
season,” she added. “I knew 
coming in they played really 
tough defense. We expect-
ed them to trap Skylar, and 
they also came through our 
screens really well; they were 
able to fight through that.”

The only reason NS had 
that advantage at the break? 
Trowbridge collected a con-
ventional three-point play 
with 15.1 ticks left.

In the second half, how-
ever, after Villegas splashed 
a 13-footer and sliced the 
gap to 16-13, the Northmen 
exploded for eight straight 
points in the span of 2:29 
to build a 24-13 cushion. 
Following Villegas’ buck-
et, Puccetti dropped a 12-
foot, one-handed runner, 
Trowbridge an off-balance 
six-footer and Masi a layup 
off a steal and Trowbridge a 
baseline 10-footer, the last at 
the 11:42 mark.

In fact, with 10:04 remain-
ing in regulation, Matchett 
landed a foul shot to push the 
lead to 27-15, and that score 
stood stood for well over 
three minutes. CF, though, 
didn’t yield, as Villegas 
drained her two treys with-
in 42 ticks of each other to 
make it 27-21 with 6:24 left.

The Warriors would cut 
the deficit to six twice more, 
the final time after Martinez’ 
lay-in with 3:34 left, but the 
Northmen pushed it back to 
12 at the end.

**

NORTH SMITHFIELD (37) – Laura Matchett 
5 1-2 11, Hope Trowbridge 3 2-4 8, Calla 
Puccetti 2 3-6 7, Skylar Mette 0 0-0 0, Me-
gan Masi 3 0-0 6, Alex Ledger 1 3-4 5, Sa-
mantha Ledger 0 0-0 0, Jessica Karspeck 0 
0-0 0; totals 14 9-16 37.
CENTRAL FALLS (25) – Angely Falu 2 0-0 
4, Fidelina Sequeira 2 0-0 4, Ameliz Villegas 
3 1-2 9, Savanna Martinez 1 0-2 2, Amayah 
Bell 0 0-2 0, Fata Diallo 1 0-0 2, Daneisha 
Manzueta 2 0-0 4, Sarena Gomes 0 0-0 0, 
Marlin Severino 0 0-0 0, 11 1-6 25.
Three-point field goals: Villegas 2.
Halftime: North Smithfield, 14-11.

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Central Falls guard Daniesha Marzuete glides to the hoop for two of her four points in the Warriors’ 37-25 defeat to North Smithfield.
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