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GIRLS BASKETBALL

PLAYOFFS AROUND CORNER

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Shea senior wing Yasmine Santos, bottom right, scored a game-high 27 points, but the Raiders suffered a 63-52 defeat to Coventry Wednesday night. 
Allison Dos Santos, above, and the Raiders need to beat Cranston East Friday night to reach the Division II playoffs. Keeara Howard, bottom right, and 
Davies snapped a three-game losing skid with a blowout win over St. Patrick. Cheyenne Robertson led the way with 15 points.

Santos, Raiders 
enter finale 
needing victory

By NICK CANTOR
kcsports@ricentral.com

PAWTUCKET — A busy final week 
of the regular season for the Coventry 
girls basketball team started with a loss to 
undefeated Scitutate. The defeat, which 
snapped a previous winning streak of four 
straight games for the Oakers, left head 
coach Donna Beaudoin feeling optimistic 
despite the overall outcome.

“We actually played really well in the 
first half, but we fell apart in the begin-
ning of the second half,” she recounting 
their setback against the division-leading 
Spartans in what could prove to be a po-
tential postseason preview.

See DEFEAT, page B8

Davies snaps 
losing skid with 
road blowout

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE  —  Before Wednes-
day night’s clash, St. Patrick Academy 
coach Ryne Rewers approached Davies 
Tech coach Joe Handy to request a favor.

It was one Handy couldn’t deny.
Senior Isabel Arnaut had suffered a se-

verely sprained ankle in a contest against 
Tolman about three weeks ago, and has 
been unable to play since then. So, given 
the fact it was the Padres’ Senior Night, 
Rewers asked if Handy would allow his 
team to score the game’s first basket.

The grateful young woman, still with 
a plastic walking cast on her right foot, 
did just that eight seconds into the game, 
and her grin explained her happiness.

See ROBERTSON, page B8

Sophomores key 
Northmen rout 
on Senior Night

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

NORTH SMITHFIELD — This is 
where the North Smithfield girls basket-
ball team expected to be; on the precipice 
of the Division III playoffs.

The Northmen returned nearly every 
important contributor from last season’s 
team that lost to eventual champion Tol-
man in quarterfinals. Outside of two frus-
trating road defeats to first-place Burrill-
ville and Mount Pleasant, the Northmen 
have lived up to expectations. 

“This season has meant everything be-
cause, as seniors, we want to go out with 
a bang in our last year,” captain Skylar 
Mette said. 

See NORTHMEN, page B3

WAKEFIELD — Wednesday’s game against 
struggling Prout was the perfect letdown spot for 
a Cumberland girls basketball team coming off a 
frustrating home loss to Ponaganset and with un-
defeated Scituate coming to the Wellness Center 
Friday night.

For the first few minutes, the Clippers played 
like it was a letdown game, as the teams were 
tied at four. And then Lily Lachance and Abby 
LaRose hit 3-pointers to give the Clippers a lead 
they would never relinquish.

Junior forward Madison Zancan scored a 
game-high 16 points and junior forward Abbie 
Vallely chipped in with 14 to lead Cumberland 
to a 54-22 Division II road win over the Cru-
saders.

“Everybody played well and they were very 
focused after getting beat by a good Ponagan-
set team,” Cumberland coach George Coderre 
said. “With [Vallely], she’s been coming on for 
the last several games. She’s been shooting the 

ball really well, and it’s awesome because she’s 
coming off the bench and doing it. She’s made a 
big difference.”

Cumberland (12-4 Division I) also received 
a pair of 3-pointers and six points from Molly 
Rebelo, while LaRose and Lachance each add-
ed five points. Cumberland can finish as high as 
fourth wth a victory over the Spartans Friday, 
while a defeat likely drops the Clippers to sixth.

“We’ve got to beat their pressure defense,” 
Coderre said. “We’ve got to be able to get into our 
offense and we have to play well in transition.” 

CUMBERLAND (54) Madison Zancan 6 4-6 16, Molly Rebelo 2 0-0 6, 
Morgan Vinacco 2 0-3 4, Abby LaRose 2 0-0 5, Lily Lachance 2 0-0 5, 
Abbie Vallely 6 0-1 14, Bella Luca 1 0-0 2, Shannon Raftery 1 0-0 2, 
Juliette Vemmer 0 0-0 0, Jenna Hooper 0 0-0 0, Totals 22 4-10 54.
PROUT (22)  Kelsey McKenna 0 2-2 2, Aaliyah Capalbo 0 2-2 2, Bridget 
Mohan 1 0-0 3, Helene Cummings 1 0-0 2, Stella Mayo 2 0-0 5, Morgan 
Verdi 1 0-0 2, Ella Philippi 1 4-4 6, Celeste Daggett 0 0-0 , Lauren Farless 
0 0-0 0, Ali Campion 0 0-0 0, Totals 6 8-8 22.
Halftime – Cumberland, 28-13.
3-pointers – C, Rebelo 2, Vallely 2, Lahance, LaRose; TPS, Mayo, 
Mohan.

Clippers overwhelm CrusadersBroncos reach playoffs
Troy Phillips (5) 
and Ryan Bouti-

ette scored goals 
to lift the Burrill-

ville hockey team 
to a 3-1 Division I 

victory over Prout/
Scituate Wednes-
day night at Boss 

Arena. The victory 
secures a playoff 

spot. The Broncos 
finish the regular 

season Friday at 4 
p.m. against unde-

feated La Salle at 
Levy Rink.

Photo by Colby Cotter / 
SRI Newspapers



Defeat
Continued from page B1

As for the remainder of 
the regular season, Coven-
try was back in action on 
Wednesday night, returning 
to their winning ways fol-
lowing a 63-52 road victo-
ry at Shea against a Raiders 
team that is still hoping to 
back their way into the play-
offs. 

Sophomore Emma Martin 
posted a team-high 18 points 
in the wining effort, which 
included four shots from be-
yond the arc. Senior Madi-
son Dessert added 11 points 
of her own to go along with 
sophomore Lily Chace’s 10 
as Coventry improved to 
12-4 in league play with one 
game left to go.

“Right now, we’re try-
ing to get as high of a seed 
as we can. Our goal is to 
have a home playoff game,” 
Beaudoin said of the team’s 
focus as they look to close 
the regular season out on a 
high note with a win against 
Tiverton on Friday’s senior 
night.

As for Wednesday’s 
game, the score was closer 
than Coventry would have 
liked, but the team managed 
to get the job done in the end.

“We play like we practice. 
We practiced a little bit lazy 
yesterday and it showed in 
how we played today. I also 
think we play to the level 
of the teams we’re playing 
against,” said Beaudoin.

The Oakers held a 28-23 
advent at halftime and saw 
their lead drop down to a sin-
gle point early in the second 
half, but that would prove 

to be as close as the Raiders 
would get.

Mikayla Gaulin sank a 
three-pointer with just over a 
minute to go, part of a nine-
point outing on the night for 

the senior, with her shot all 
but sealing the victory for the 
Oakers, while ending Shea’s 
last ditch rally at the same 
time.

“It’s tough with just six 

kids,” Raider coach John 
Lickert said of the obstacles 
his team has been forced to 
deal with. “They get a lit-
tle tired and they have their 
streaks. That’s what it came 

down to. Three or four times, 
we went to sleep and they hit 
wide open shots.”

Yasmine Santos led the 
way for the Raiders on a night 
dedicated to her and the oth-

er two seniors on the roster, 
by posting a game-high 27 
points in the losing effort. 

Classmate Marissa Lemar 
hit back-to-back 3-pointers to 
start the second half, making 
it a 30-29 game before the 
Oakers began to pull away 
from that point forward. Le-
mar finished with 11 points, 
while fellow senior Alia Dar-
ius had four. Junior Allison 
Dos Santos Soares, the team’s 
center posted eight points, in-
cluding the team’s final buck-
et that made it a 57-52 game 
at the time.

“Kids are playing tough, 
they’re playing hard, but it’s 
tough. You can’t play a whole 
game with only five kids,” 
said Lickert, whose team has 
been searching for that elu-
sive playoff-ensuring victo-
ry for more than two weeks 
now.

“We just have to win one 
more and I said that five 
games ago,” said Lickert. 
“We’ve played some very 
good teams, Coventry and 
Classical, but we’ll see what 
happens,” he said.

Wednesday’s loss ulti-
mately boiled down to ex-
ecution, a concept better 
achieved by the Oakers than 
the Raiders.

“We had opportunities 
and we just didn’t capital-
ize on them. They did. You 
have to give them credit,” 
he said of Coventry. “That’s 
why they’re 12-4 and we’re 
6-10.”

Shea’s last opportunity 
to secure a playoff spot for 
themselves will come tomor-
row night when they head 
to Cranston East, needing to 
come away with a win against 
the Thunderbolts.
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Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Shea forward Allison Dos Santos attempts to hold off a pair of Coventry defenders in the first half of the Raiders’ 62-53 defeat to the 
Oakers Wednesday night at The Cage. The Raiders need to beat Cranston East Friday night to reach the playoffs.

Robertson
Continued from page B1

“The coach came up to me beforehand and 
said, ‘She hurt herself, it’s our Senior Night 
and we want to get her a basket. Do you mind?’ 
I said, ‘Sure,’” Handy stated. “I’ve had similar 
requests, and I’m happy to oblige.”

Once she learned about the kind gesture, ju-
nior guard Cheyenne Robertson loved the no-
tion of helping someone who had been injured.

“I felt that was a great opportunity because 
it shows sportsmanship, and it’s just the nice 
thing to do,” she said. “I enjoyed it because it 
gave her the chance to score a basket.”

By the time the game ended, Robertson hadn’t 
been so nice. She registered a career-high five 
treys and finished with a team-high 15 points as 
the Patriots scorched the Padres, 58-31.

With the win, the Patriots improved to 9-8 
overall (that includes a forfeit victory over 
Times2, one that became official before their 
slated game for Friday), and now will look 
forward to the playoffs, which should begin, 
Handy said, on Feb. 28.

“Cheyenne had a big game; you know, 
she’s been playing so well this year,” Handy 
acknowledged of his star guard. “Her minutes 
have increased, she’s gotten more involved in 
the flow of the game, she’s been shooting ex-
ceptionally well. When she gets good looks, we 
want her to shoot it. Here she did, and she got 
rewarded for it.”

Robertson, however, wasn’t alone in her 
contributions to the team, as senior Jenny Cruz 
notched a “double-double” with 12 points and 
16 rebounds, and junior Anna Gomes gathered 
10 points and 14 boards for another. Other key 
statistics belonged to junior Keeara Howard 
(nine points, eight rebounds, six steals); and se-
nior Paola Hernandes (seven points).

For the Padres (1-15), senior swing Moeisha 

Joseph recorded a game-high 16 points (and 
dozens of boards), while freshman Ivanoskit 
Fernandez managed six and classmate Valarie 
Aguira her first varsity bucket.

Davies had mustered a scant 23-15 lead at 
the break, and that left both Handy and assistant 
Henry Cabral miffed at their squad’s collective 
attitude. In the team room at intermission, the 
two issued them a “request,” and that – in es-
sence – was to stop being lazy, get back on de-
fense and be more conscientious offensively.

“We told them that when you let a team that’s 
not going to well in a season and allow them 
to stay in the game on their senior night, hit a 
couple of buckets and let them get pumped up, 
that’s not good,” Handy said. “We told them 
this wasn’t what we wanted the tempo of the 
game to be like.

“We said we wanted them to put them away 
in the second half; that we weren’t playing de-
fense the way we were capable, and we wanted 
them to be more patient with the ball.”

The Pats obliged, as Hernandez canned 
a putback 35 ticks into the final session, then 
Howard splashed a trey, Cruz another putback 
and Gomes a baseline hook to make it 33-18 
with 12:18 remaining in regulation.

That series went for a 10-3 run in 3:42.
And, just 7:12 later, Cruz drained two short 

jumpers and Howard another with 4:06 left to 
turn it into a 49-28 thrashing.

**

DAVIES TECH (58) – Cheyenne Robertson 5 0-0 15, Keeara Howard 4 
0-2 9, Anna Gomes 4 2-3 10, Jenny Cruz 6 0-0 12, Paola Hernandez 3 
1-2 7, Quessadde Johnson 1 0-0 2, Jaylene Sanchez 1 0-0 3, Panida 
Mejia 0 0-0 0, Fatou Coulibaly 0 0-0 0, Miracle Dunn 0 0-0 0, Alexia 
Guzman 0 0-0 0, Julianna Rosado 0 0-0 0, Ivelisse Martinez 0 0-0 0, 
Alaynah Rubio 0 0-0 0, Katrina Fernandes 0 0-0 0; totals 24 3-9 58.
ST. PATRICK (31) – Moeisha Joseph 6 3-4 16, Ivanoskit Fernandes 2 
0-0 6, Gabriella Rojas 1 0-0 2, Chasterin Peralta 1 0-0 3, Valarie Aguilar 
1 0-0 2, Isabel Arnaut 1 0-0 2, Gbassah Doman 0 0-0 0, Mia Lopez 0 
0-0 0; totals 12 3-4 31.
Three-point field goals: Robertson 5, Howard, Sanchez, Joseph, Fer-
nandes 1, Peralta.
Halftime: Davies Tech, 23-15.

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies Tech wing Cheyenne Robertson, right, knocked down five 3-pointers and scored a 
team-high 15 points to lead the Patriots to a 58-31 victory over St. Patrick Wednesday night.
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