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City man 
charged with 
sex assault

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – It took 
nearly three months, but po-
lice finally arrested a city man 
they allege attacked and raped 
a woman just two days before 
Christmas.

Officers took into custody 
Louis R. Medico, 62, of 435 
Beverage Hill Ave., just after 
12:30 p.m., last Tuesday, and 
charged him with first-degree 
sexual assault, a felony.

The circumstances behind 
the Tuesday corralling are 
still unknown, though a war-
rant was out for Medico’s ar-
rest.

The whole thing started at 
6:51 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 
3, when dispatchers sent Pa-
trolman Evan Della Torre 
and several other officers to 
133 Dewey Ave. for the re-
port of someone being tied up 
in a house. Upon arrival, the 

9-1-1 caller, also the victim’s 
mother-in-law, explained that 
she had told her she had been 
tied up with tape since 2 p.m. 
while inside a neighbor’s 
house.

“(The victim) stated she 
had left the neighbor’s … and 
run to (the other home) asking 
for help, that her hands were 
tied; (she) stated (she) was 
sexually assaulted by a male 
named Louis,” Della Torre 
wrote in his report. “She 
(then) pointed at the house, 
435 Beverage Hill Ave., as 
the (one) where the incident 
occurred.”

Multiple officers then re-
sponded to that address to 
investigate further. In the in-
terim, Della Torre spoke with 
another person, and he said he 
had walked over to Medico’s 
house (after the alleged inci-
dent) because “Louis” wanted 

See ASSAULT, page A2

Bill would aid US publishersMore become 
vaccine eligible 
in Mass.

By TALI ARBEL
AP Technology Writer

A congressional effort to bolster 
U.S. news organizations in negotia-
tions with Big Tech has supporters 
hoping that third time’s the charm.

The bill, the Journalism Competition 
and Preservation Act, was introduced in 
March for the third time since 2018. Its 
odds of passage may have improved in 
a Democrat-run Congress that’s work-
ing on overhauling antitrust laws.

Australia and other countries have 
started pushing mechanisms to sup-
port news publishers against Facebook 
and Google, which dominate online 
advertising. Publishers argue that Big 
Tech squeezes news organizations out 
of digital ad revenue and exerts undue 

control over who can see their journal-
ism. 

The bill would offer a four-year an-
titrust exemption to publishers so they 
can negotiate as a group with “domi-
nant online platforms.” Facebook and 
Google get the majority of online ad 
dollars in the U.S. The measure aims 
to give publishers better leverage with 
the tech companies, while only allow-
ing coordination that benefits the news 
industry as a whole, amid a long-run-
ning decline in local news.

Rep. David Cicilline, a Rhode Is-
land Democrat and one of the bill’s 
sponsors, said in prepared remarks for 
a hearing earlier this month that the 
legislation would provide news 

See BILL, page A2

BOSTON (AP) — Massa-
chusetts on Monday made about 
800,00O additional residents el-
igible to receive a coronavirus 
vaccine and relaxed restrictions 
on many business and public 
events.

Residents age 60 to 64 as well 
as hundreds of thousands of work-
ers in essential industries includ-
ing supermarkets, restaurants, 
public transit and funeral homes 
can now book a vaccine appoint-
ment.

See MASS, page A2

 PAWTUCKET – Attention: All 
city residents.

You may now, regardless of age, 
register for a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion.

That was the great news provid-
ed by Mayor Donald R. Grebien on 
Monday, stating all age restrictions 
have been removed for all vacci-
nation clinics. Anyone 18 and over 

for the Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson shots (or 16 and older for 
the Pfizer type) will be eligible to 
register for any clinic they choose 
beginning now.

Mayor Grebien also thanked 
Gov. Dan McKee and the Rhode Is-
land Department of Health for their 
continued support through the High 
Density Community initiative.

“Our goal is to get as many shots 
in as many arms as possible,” stated 
Gov. McKee. “Achieving this goal 
is going to take a whole-of-govern-
ment, full-state response and close 
partnership with out local commu-
nities. I thank Mayor Grebien and 
his team for working hard to ensure 
an equitable and efficient vaccine 
distribution in the city.

“We look forward to continuing 
to work closely with out high densi-
ty communities and all 39 cities and 
towns to beat COVID-19 and come 
back stronger.”

Pawtucket is expecting addition-
al vaccinations in the coming weeks 
and will continue encouraging resi-
dents to stay tuned to the Web site 
for available dates and times. That 

Web site is www.pawtucketri.com/
covid19. (Those who need further 
assistance due to lack of any com-
puter may reach out via the BEAT 
COVID-19 hotline at (855) 843-
7620).

“There is a demand in the city for 
vaccines, and we are very excited 

See ELIGIBLE, page A2

All adults in city eligible for vaccine
Any Pawtucket resident 18 and over can register for COVID vaccination appointment

Woonsocket mass vaccine 
site still waiting on supply

By RUSS OLIVO
rolivo@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET – State 
health officials say they’re 
“operationally ready” to open 
the former Sears store in East 
Woonsocket as a regional hub 
for administering COVID im-
munizations, but they won’t 
begin booking appointments 
there until the vaccine supply 
increases enough to justify a 
fourth state-operated mass in-
jection site.

“The issue is it’s just a sup-
ply question right now,” said 
Joseph Wendelken, spokes-
man for the Rhode Island 
Department of Health. “It just 
doesn’t make logistical sense 

for us to be running a fourth 
mass vaccination site until we 
have enough vaccine to run it 
at full capacity.”

RIDOH hopes to be able to 
firm up a date for opening the 
site “closer to the end of the 
month,” Wendelken said.

RIDOH is presently re-
ceiving about 49,000 dos-
es of vaccine per week, but 
that figure is expected to 
increase substantially in the 
near future. By the begin-
ning of April, Wendelken said 
RIDOH anticipates receiv-
ing its first weekly shipment 
of about 15,000 doses of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

See SITE, page A2

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies Technical High School Special Education teacher Christine Cippola, left, and Kerrie Medeiros, food pantry organizer, 
stock the shelves of the school’s new food pantry designed to assist students in need, in a former closet in the basement of the 
school on Friday. Students in need will be given a discreet backpack loaded with food to take home with them.

Davies Tech looks to help 
feed hungry students

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – A previously lit-
tle-used closet in the depths of William 
M. Davies Jr. Career & Technical High 
School reopened last Thursday and Fri-
day, and – to be blunt – it’s not very 
large or impressive.

It nevertheless now has a very dif-
ferent purpose. At the very least, it can 
aid in some students’ ability to focus 
and concentrate, and – at most – maybe 
even help in the physical and psycho-
logical survival of those individuals 
and their families.

The contents of the closet: Cereals 
and soups, pastas and peanut butter, 

teas and beans, macaroni and cheese 
and canned veggies, even rice, ravioli 
and ramen noodles.

Yes, thanks to the brainchild of sci-
ence teacher Kerrie Medeiros and the 
extreme generosity of her fellow teach-
ers, administration and support staff, 
“Patriotville” has opened its very own 
food pantry for needy students and 
their brothers, sisters, parents, etc.

Unusual? In most schools, probably. 
But necessary? Just ask Medeiros.

“The teachers and students will all 
be excited when a (winter or spring) 
vacation is coming up, but I’ll have a 
few kids say to me, ‘I don’t want to go 
on vacation. I want to stay in school,’” 
Medeiros said in the hallway outside 

the former “closet” after school on Fri-
day. “I’ll ask them why, because I know 
they’re going to have such fun, but then 
they tell me, ‘Because I can’t eat. We 
don’t have any food at home.’

“I’ve been teaching here for 18 
years, and I heard that my very first 
year and every year since,” she added. 
“I was shocked at first, but then they 
explained to me that when they go 
home, there won’t be any food, espe-
cially at the end of the month (because 
their parents or guardians had to pay 
other bills).”

Medeiros explained that back in late 
February, the latest version of the sad 

See PANTRY, page A2

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

In the shot-put circle, tal-
ented junior Tarik Robin-
son-O’Hagan proved that he 
was tough to beat. Last month, 
he won his first career state ti-
tle with a heave 
that traveled 60 
feet, three-quar-
ters of an inch. 
He was five feet 
in the clear of 
the runner-up 
finisher.

From the 
sound of it, the 
W o o n s o c k e t 
High standout 
felt he could have done better. 
He also understood he was up 
against obstacles that were out 
of his control. With the weight 
room at school off-limits, Rob-
inson-O’Hagan needed to tack-
le the challenge of maintaining 
a high level of strength over a 

full calendar year.  
“Honestly, it didn’t go 

all as planned,” said Robin-
son-O’Hagan, “but given the 
circumstances, I’m grateful for 
what I was capable of doing 
… still throwing 60 feet with-
out being able to lift since last 

year’s indoor sea-
son.”

You can’t 
quibble with the 
end result. One 
year after finish-
ing behind for-
mer Lincoln High 
standout Kyle 
Moison in the 
shot put, Robin-
son-O’Hagan can 

officially call himself a state 
champion – a distinction that 
helped cement his selection as 
MVP of the Call/Times 2021 
All-Area Boys’ Indoor Track 
& Field Team. 

See DUAL, page B3
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NOVANS’ DUAL THREAT

File photos
Not only did Woonsocket junior Tarik Robinson-O’Hagan win the state shot put title and finish third in the weight throw, but he also earned a pair of 
All-America honors with a second-place finish in the weight throw and a third-place finish in the shot put at Adidas Indoor Nationals earlier this month.

Robinson-O’Hagan now one of nation’s top throwers

NFL

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

By TIM BOOTH
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Mark Few 
sat down at the microphone, the 
Gonzaga coach’s hair disheveled 
after he was doused with water and 
threw down a celebratory hand-
stand in the locker room.

Even after 32 straight wins dat-
ing to last season, the Bulldogs are 
relishing their triumphs during an 
NCAA Tournament run that can 
only conclude in two ways: perfec-
tion or disappointment.

“We’ve been celebrating every 
one of these wins. We celebrated the 
other night. We celebrated this one. 
If we’re lucky enough to get anoth-
er one, we’re going to celebrate like 
crazy for that one,” Few said. “This 
tournament needs to be celebrated, 
man.”

The way Gonzaga is playing, it 
wouldn’t be surprising if there were 
more celebrations to come — four 
of them, to be exact. Drew Timme 
scored a career-high 30 points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds, and the 
top-seeded Bulldogs beat No. 8 
seed Oklahoma 87-71 on Monday 
in the second round.

A No. 1 seed, two No. 2s and 
two No. 3s have already been elim-
inated from this tournament. But 
Gonzaga (28-0) faces higher expec-
tations as it tries to become the first 
undefeated champion since Indiana 
45 years ago. In the 22nd season of 
his remarkably consistent career, 
Few is four wins away from his first 
national title.

“You gotta bring that fire be-
cause all it takes is one good game 
and you can be out,” Timme said. 

The Bulldogs easily dispatched 
Norfolk State in the first round, but 
the Sooners were the first power 
conference opponent for Gonzaga 
since it embarrassed Virginia in late 
December.

It didn’t matter all that much. 
Oklahoma became the 25th straight 
team the Bulldogs beat by dou-
ble digits — although the Sooners 
fought valiantly to keep it from be-
coming a blowout. Few still had his 
starters on the floor at the buzzer 
and screamed at star Jalen Suggs 
for committing an unnecessary foul 
with 1:05 left.

The Zags advanced to their sixth 
straight Sweet 16 and will next face 
Creighton in the West Region. 

See ADVANCE, page B6

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

The most important transition involving the Bryant 
University men’s basketball team this offseason won’t 
involve a player. In the weeks ahead, all eyes will be on 
the head coach to see if he’s either staying put or heading 
to another port-of-call that holds the potential of repre-
senting a step up from where he’s currently employed.

There have been reports linking Jared Grasso to the 
current vacancy at Fordham University. Grasso has ties 
to the Bronx-based Atlantic 10 school – four seasons as 
an assistant (2006-10) with the final one spent as interim 

head coach. Asked about his future following Bryant’s 
season-ending 93-82 to Coastal Carolina in the College 
Basketball Invitational, Grasso pledged that he’s perfect-
ly content with the school that’s approaching the third 
anniversary of presenting him with an opportunity to be-
come an NCAA Division I head coach.

“Bryant been great to me and taken great care of 
me. I’m looking forward to getting back to work with 
this program and continuing to build a championship 
tradition,” said Grasso. “I’m at a great place working 
for great people and excited about the future here.”

See FUTURE, page B6

Coastal ends Bryant’s season
Bulldogs in good position if Grasso returns to Smithfield

Photo by Steve Simoneau / Coastal Carolina University Athletics
Luis Hurtado (4) helped Bryant make a comeback in the second half Mon-
day, but Coastal Carolina earned a 93-82 CBI victory in Daytona Beach.

By KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

The NFL says it has awarded the Patri-
ots an additional compensatory pick for 
this year’s draft due to a correction by the 
league’s management council. 

League spokesman Michael Signora said 
in a statement that there was a miscalcula-
tion of the average yearly compensation. 

As a result of the correction, New England, 
which was originally awarded two compen-
satory picks, has also been awarded the first 
compensatory pick of the fifth round, 177th 
overall. 

The Falcons’ first compensatory selec-
tion in the fifth round has moved down two 
slots to 182nd overall. By agreement with 
the NFLPA, the Bears will retain their com-
pensatory selection at the end of the sixth 

round (228th), previously the 32nd compen-
satory awarded, and now the 33rd.

Compensatory selections are awarded to 
a team losing more or better compensatory 
free agents than it acquires in the previous 
year. 

Those spots are positioned from the third 
through sixth rounds of the draft based on 
the value of the compensatory free agents 
lost. 

That value is determined by a formula 
based on salary, playing time and postsea-
son honors and was developed by the NFL’s 
management council. Not every free agent 
lost or signed by a club is covered by the 
formula.

New England has the highest compensa-
tory spot at 96th overall, in large part for 
having Tom Brady land in Tampa Bay — 
and winning the Super Bowl. 

League awards Patriots extra compensatory draft pick

Gonzaga, 
UCLA roll 
into last 16
Zags still unbeaten 
after comfortable win

Bryant 
sunk by 
Coastal

SPORTS, B1

Bulldogs’ season 
ended in college 
hoop invitational

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com
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tle with a heave 
that traveled 60 
feet, three-quar-
ters of an inch. 
He was five feet 
in the clear of 
the runner-up 
finisher.

From the 
sound of it, the 
W o o n s o c k e t 
High standout 
felt he could have done better. 
He also understood he was up 
against obstacles that were out 
of his control. With the weight 
room at school off-limits, Rob-
inson-O’Hagan needed to tack-
le the challenge of maintaining 
a high level of strength over a 

full calendar year.  
“Honestly, it didn’t go 

all as planned,” said Robin-
son-O’Hagan, “but given the 
circumstances, I’m grateful for 
what I was capable of doing 
… still throwing 60 feet with-
out being able to lift since last 

year’s indoor sea-
son.”

You can’t 
quibble with the 
end result. One 
year after finish-
ing behind for-
mer Lincoln High 
standout Kyle 
Moison in the 
shot put, Robin-
son-O’Hagan can 

officially call himself a state 
champion – a distinction that 
helped cement his selection as 
MVP of the Call/Times 2021 
All-Area Boys’ Indoor Track 
& Field Team. 

See DUAL, page B3

SPORTS
Blackstone Valley

THE CALL, Tuesday, March 23, 2021

NOVANS’ DUAL THREAT

File photos
Not only did Woonsocket junior Tarik Robinson-O’Hagan win the state shot put title and finish third in the weight throw, but he also earned a pair of 
All-America honors with a second-place finish in the weight throw and a third-place finish in the shot put at Adidas Indoor Nationals earlier this month.

Robinson-O’Hagan now one of nation’s top throwers

NFL

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

By TIM BOOTH
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Mark Few 
sat down at the microphone, the 
Gonzaga coach’s hair disheveled 
after he was doused with water and 
threw down a celebratory hand-
stand in the locker room.

Even after 32 straight wins dat-
ing to last season, the Bulldogs are 
relishing their triumphs during an 
NCAA Tournament run that can 
only conclude in two ways: perfec-
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“We’ve been celebrating every 
one of these wins. We celebrated the 
other night. We celebrated this one. 
If we’re lucky enough to get anoth-
er one, we’re going to celebrate like 
crazy for that one,” Few said. “This 
tournament needs to be celebrated, 
man.”

The way Gonzaga is playing, it 
wouldn’t be surprising if there were 
more celebrations to come — four 
of them, to be exact. Drew Timme 
scored a career-high 30 points 
and grabbed 13 rebounds, and the 
top-seeded Bulldogs beat No. 8 
seed Oklahoma 87-71 on Monday 
in the second round.

A No. 1 seed, two No. 2s and 
two No. 3s have already been elim-
inated from this tournament. But 
Gonzaga (28-0) faces higher expec-
tations as it tries to become the first 
undefeated champion since Indiana 
45 years ago. In the 22nd season of 
his remarkably consistent career, 
Few is four wins away from his first 
national title.

“You gotta bring that fire be-
cause all it takes is one good game 
and you can be out,” Timme said. 

The Bulldogs easily dispatched 
Norfolk State in the first round, but 
the Sooners were the first power 
conference opponent for Gonzaga 
since it embarrassed Virginia in late 
December.

It didn’t matter all that much. 
Oklahoma became the 25th straight 
team the Bulldogs beat by dou-
ble digits — although the Sooners 
fought valiantly to keep it from be-
coming a blowout. Few still had his 
starters on the floor at the buzzer 
and screamed at star Jalen Suggs 
for committing an unnecessary foul 
with 1:05 left.

The Zags advanced to their sixth 
straight Sweet 16 and will next face 
Creighton in the West Region. 
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season-ending 93-82 to Coastal Carolina in the College 
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ly content with the school that’s approaching the third 
anniversary of presenting him with an opportunity to be-
come an NCAA Division I head coach.

“Bryant been great to me and taken great care of 
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Bulldogs in good position if Grasso returns to Smithfield
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day, but Coastal Carolina earned a 93-82 CBI victory in Daytona Beach.

By KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

The NFL says it has awarded the Patri-
ots an additional compensatory pick for 
this year’s draft due to a correction by the 
league’s management council. 

League spokesman Michael Signora said 
in a statement that there was a miscalcula-
tion of the average yearly compensation. 

As a result of the correction, New England, 
which was originally awarded two compen-
satory picks, has also been awarded the first 
compensatory pick of the fifth round, 177th 
overall. 

The Falcons’ first compensatory selec-
tion in the fifth round has moved down two 
slots to 182nd overall. By agreement with 
the NFLPA, the Bears will retain their com-
pensatory selection at the end of the sixth 

round (228th), previously the 32nd compen-
satory awarded, and now the 33rd.

Compensatory selections are awarded to 
a team losing more or better compensatory 
free agents than it acquires in the previous 
year. 

Those spots are positioned from the third 
through sixth rounds of the draft based on 
the value of the compensatory free agents 
lost. 

That value is determined by a formula 
based on salary, playing time and postsea-
son honors and was developed by the NFL’s 
management council. Not every free agent 
lost or signed by a club is covered by the 
formula.

New England has the highest compensa-
tory spot at 96th overall, in large part for 
having Tom Brady land in Tampa Bay — 
and winning the Super Bowl. 

League awards Patriots extra compensatory draft pick

Gonzaga, 
UCLA roll 
into last 16
Zags still unbeaten 
after comfortable winNovan 

tough to 
beat
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Robinson-O’Hagan 
finding success on 

national stage
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to encourage all residents to 
receive the vaccine when they 
are able to get an appoint-
ment,” Grebien said. “We are 
continuing to work with the 
state through the High Den-
sity Community initiatives in 
order to continuously get vac-
cines in the arms of Pawtucket 
residents.

“I thank Gov. McKee and 
Dr. Nicole Alexander-Scott 
for their leadership in getting 
our diverse community vacci-
nated.”

Alexander-Scott, the 
RIDOH Director, delved 
deeper into the decision.

“Equity is a major focus 
for us in responding to the 
COVID-19 crisis; this means 
distributing the vaccine in a 
way that is responsive to the 
reality that COVID-19 has 
had a disproportionate effect 
on certain communities, such 
as Pawtucket,” she said.

“Accelerating vaccine dis-
tribution there and in other 
harder-hit zip code as part of 
the state’s targeted High Den-
sity Community vaccination 
strategy is key to preventing 
as many hospitalizations and 
fatalities as possible, and to 
ending the pandemic through-
out Rhode Island. This ap-
proach is reflective of our 
larger vision at (the DOH) that 
all Rhode Islanders in every 
zip code should have an equal 
opportunity to be healthy.

“We are very thankful for 
the partnership we’ve had 
with the City of Pawtuck-
et and the many community 
partners throughout the city 
who are working so hard to 
keep people healthy and safe.”

City officials are asking all 
residents who have not done 
so already to complete the on-
line form at www.pawtucket-
ri.com/covid19 to make it eas-
ier to get more information on 
upcoming vaccination clinics. 
The form is set up for those 
speaking multiple languag-
es, and is intended to connect 
all resident to information on 
upcoming clinics as they be-
come available.

The form will serve as a 
contact list for residents to 
submit their information and 
be contacted by the BEAT 
COVID-19 team when an up-
coming clinic is announced 
by the DOH. Submitting a 
form does not guarantee the 
resident a spot in the next 
clinic; all clinics remain on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

The City of Pawtucket’s 
clinics are hosted by the city’s 
EMA, the Pawtucket fire and 
police departments, Public 
Health & Equity Leader Eliz-
abeth Damoura Moreira and 
numerous volunteers. Oth-
er HDC clinics are hosted 
by the YMCA and Asthenis 
Pharmacy, Simpson’s Rx, 
BVCHC and Santiago Med-
ical Group.

The city continues to an-
ticipate having Moderna, 
Pfizer and Johnson & John-
son throughout different clin-
ics in the coming weeks with 
hopes of higher allocations 
than in previous weeks.

Pantry
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accounts occurred, and when she got 
home that night to relax, she turned 
on the TV. It was time for the world 
news.

“They came on and started 
talking about food insecurity and 
how rampant it is,” she added. “I 
started thinking about our kids that 
night, then dreamt about it. I came 
in the next day and talked to (new 
Director David Champagne), who 
approved it.”

Jax Adele Ventura, Davies 
Tech’s Marketing & Communica-
tions Specialist and another Paw-
tucketer, appropriately and wittily 
nicknamed the new site “The Pan-
triot.” 

“It all began when a closet be-
came available within the school, 
and it was given to our PBIS (Pos-
itive Behavior Intervention Sys-
tems) and CPR (Community & 
Parent Relations) committees,” 
Ventura said. “Kerri said that food 
insecurity was a problem in Rhode 
Island.”

Ventura did a little homework, 
then noted, “According to the 
Rhode Island Food Bank, 25.2 per-
cent of (state residents) are food in-
secure, and that was data gathered 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The state is facing huge food in-

security, and Davies is a Title I 
school. A lot of our students come 
from socioeconomically-depressed 
areas, so their families may be 
struggling.”

Medeiros then enlisted the help 
of PBIS Coordinator Christina 
Cipolla – for obvious reasons.

“Kerrie came to me (not quite) 
a month ago and said she had re-
ceived permission from Director 
Champagne to start it up,” Cipolla 
said. “That’s when I got my com-
mittee mobilized. Kerrie and I told 
the teachers about it, and that’s 
how we got this whole thing roll-
ing.”

Both Medeiros and Cipolla 
claimed this pantry – now with at 
least $500-600 worth of non-per-
ishable food inside – wouldn’t 
have been possible without the 
generous donations of their teach-
ing colleagues, administrators and 
support staff.

“We have 84 teachers and about 
50-55 more in administration and 
support staff, and everyone has 
been so supportive,” Medeiros 
said. “Even the janitor came to 
my classroom the other day and 
brought me six backpacks for the 
students who need it most.”

When asked what types of food 
were in each backpack, Medeiros 
looked quizzically and stated, 
“None. The most important part 
of this food pantry is not making 

it obvious for those who need the 
food. That’s why we don’t give out 
grocery bags but backpacks, or we 
can fill the kids’ backpacks. This is 
all about being discreet, keeping it 
private.

“With the pandemic the way it 
is right now, and tons of people 
are still laid off, all we’re worried 
about is the kids and feeding them. 
When a kid is in class, and his or 
her stomach is grumbling because 
there’s no food in it, they’re not 
interested in what you’re teaching; 
they’re much more worried about 
where their next meal is coming 
from.

“We don’t want it to affect them 
adversely at school, we want them 
to be here and to have the opportu-
nities available to them,” she con-
tinued. “Starting a food pantry just 
made sense as a way for us to make 
sure that our students weren’t or 
aren’t hungry.

“We sent the forms out to par-
ents (Thursday) to let us know if 
they were interested in receiving 
food. We (now) have two families 
who’d like (to take part in the pro-
gram), but we also received five 
requests from families who wanted 
to donate (food).”

Cipolla grinned again and said, 
“That just shows you how much 
the Davies community cares about 
each other.”

Medeiros and Cipolla also indi-

cated they have a greater good in 
mind.

“Here’s the goal: If we can sus-
tain this for three months, we can 
apply to become a member of the 
R.I. Food Bank, which will help 
us keep the program for our com-
munity,” Medeiros said. “We also 
went to our teachers’ union – the 
National Educators Association of 
Rhode Island – to let them know 
what we’re doing, and it’s helped, 
too,

“The union told us that when 
we’re depleted of items, (it’s) go-
ing to fill it up again. The biggest 
thing about this is sustainability.”

Medeiros explained that should 
“The Pantriot” maintain interest 
the rest of the school year, which is 
a “virtual” given, it could open to 
the public this summer. Of course, 
that all depends on a steady stream 
of donations.

One subject not addressed at 
this opening on Friday: What about 
students’ and their families’ pets? 
What about dog and cat food?

Anyone interested in donat-
ing any amount of food, or mon-
ey, to the cause is asked to e-mail 
jadele@daviestech.org . For more 
information, people may do the 
same.

“The entire Davies communi-
ty is supporting this initiative,” 
Cipolla said.

Mass.
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In good news for sports 
fans, Gillette Stadium, TD 

Garden, and Fenway Park 
can welcome back fans up to 
12% capacity after submit-
ting a plan to the state De-
partment of Public Health.

People coming to Mas-
sachusetts including visitors 
and residents returning home 
are now required to quaran-
tine for 10 days upon arrival 
if they have been out of the 
state for longer than a 24-
hour period. The advisory 
does not apply to people who 
are fully vaccinated.

Gov. Charlie Baker re-
laxed the restrictions despite 
advice from a coalition of 

public health officials urging 
a delay in reopening limits, 
saying there is a danger of 
another surge. 

Also Monday, the state’s 
latest mass vaccination site at 
the Hynes Convention Cen-
ter in Boston’s Back Bay be-
came fully operational after a 
soft launch last week.

VIRUS BY THE NUMBERS
The number of newly con-

firmed cases of COVID-19 
increased by about 1,100 on 
Monday, while the number of 
newly confirmed coronavirus 
deaths in Massachusetts rose 
by 27.

The new numbers push the 
state’s confirmed COVID-19 
death toll to 16,558 since the 
start of the pandemic, while 
its confirmed caseload rose to 
more than 580,000.

The true number of cases 
is likely higher because stud-
ies suggest some people can 
be infected and not feel sick.

There were about 600 
people reported hospitalized 
Monday because of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19, 
with about 140 in intensive 
care units.

The average age of those 
hospitalized was 61. There 

were an estimated 27,000 
people with current, active 
cases of COVID-19 in the 
state.

The number of probable or 
confirmed COVID-19 deaths 
reported in long-term care fa-
cilities rose to 8,856.

More than 2.9 million 
doses of the COVID-19 vac-
cine have been administered 
in Massachusetts, including 
more than 1.8 million first 
doses and 1 million second 
doses.

More than 1 million peo-
ple have been fully immu-
nized.

Site
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appointments to be vacci-
nated as of April 19. Right 
now shots are restricted to 
people over 16 with under-
lying health conditions and 
anyone 60 or older. He also 
asked Rhode Islanders to be 
patient, however, because 
it might take some time for 
an appointment to open up 
for everyone who wants one 
after the age threshold comes 
down.

Sears was announced as 
a future vaccination site by 
Health Director Nicole Alex-
ander-Scott nearly a month 
ago – on Feb. 25.

Located in Walnut Hill 
Plaza, at the intersection 
of Mendon Road and Dia-
mond Hill Road, the store 
has a footprint of more than 
60,000 square feet, accord-
ing to Keypoint Partners, the 
leasing agent for the owner, 
Lionheart Capital of Flori-
da. Sears’ corporate parent 
closed the store – along with 
dozens of others Sears stores 

around the country – in a 
corporate downsizing move 
in March 2017, but public 
health officials say the size 
of the building and its easily 
accessible location make it 
perfect for a mass vaccina-
tion site.

Although it was chosen 
primarily for its convenience 
to residents in the northern 
part of the state, the site will 
offer vaccinations to anyone 
who lives in Rhode Island, 
regardless of where, Wen-
delken said.

Presently the state is op-

erating similar facilities at 
the Dunkin’ Donuts Center 
in Providence, a former Cit-
izens Bank office building 
at Sockanosset Crossing in 
Cranston and – the most re-
cent addition to the state sites 
– a shuttered Benny’s home 
and auto store in Middle-
town.

As of yesterday, RIDOH 
said more than 461,000 
Rhode Islanders had re-
ceived at least one dose of 
vaccine and that 169,381 had 
been fully vaccinated.

Assault
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to give him the jacket she had 
left.

“I then met with (the vic-
tim), who was inside 133 

Dewey Ave., and (she) ap-
peared to be in a hysteri-
cal state, as she was crying 
loudly, breathing heavily and 
shaking,” Della Torre report-
ed. “I immediately requested 
a rescue at this tine based off 
the aforementioned informa-
tion that she may have been 
sexually assaulted and tied 
with tape.”

The victim told police that 
she had been assaulted, and 
that the episode began about 
2 p.m., after she went outside 
to have a cigarette. Medico, 
whom she knew because he 
was friends with her husband, 

then asked her if she wanted 
to come to his house for some 
drinks, to which she obliged.

As time passed, so did 
Medico’s physical passes, 
though the victim told him 
to stop. After he taped her 
hands, however, fighting off 
those advances became more 
difficult. The victim stated 
she also feared the suspect 
would harm her if she did be-
come combative. In addition, 
she said that, at one point, he 
forced her to smoke a narcot-
ic.

While officers gathered 
more information, Della 

Torre followed the rescue 
unit transporting the victim 
to Women’s & Infants Hospi-
tal and stood by her. Hospital 
officials conducted a wellness 
check and gathered more ev-
idence via a sexual assault 
collection kit. Della Torre no-
ticed some redness around the 
victim’s wrist consistent with 
the pressure caused by tape.

The patrolman also indi-
cated officers made numerous 
attempts to contact at Medico 
at 435 Beverage Hill Ave., 
all with negative results. Po-
lice nevertheless eventually 
tracked him down.

Bill
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publishers an “even playing 
field” to negotiate deals with 
major tech platforms.

 The news industry is strug-
gling with falling revenues, 
shrinking newsrooms and 
failing publications — which 
Cicilline and others call a 
threat to democracy — while 
Google and Facebook rack up 
billions in profits.

“This bill is a life support 
measure, not the answer for 
ensuring the long-term health 
of the news industry,” the 
congressman said.

While the bill has Repub-
lican cosponsors in both the 
House and Senate, some Re-

publicans in the same hearing 
expressed reservations. Rep. 
Jim Jordan, an Ohio Repub-
lican, said he worried about 
giving more power to large 
media companies that would 
suppress conservatives’ opin-
ions. Republicans often assert 
without evidence that tech 
companies censor conserva-
tives and right-wing media.

The News Guild, a union 
that represents journalists, 
says the bill would work best 
with additional provisions to 
support jobs. It has long ob-
jected to media consolidation 
and criticizes many publish-
ers for impeding unionization 
and slashing newsroom jobs, 
particularly at chains owned 
by hedge funds and private 
equity firms. 

News Guild president Jon 
Schleuss would like the leg-
islation to require publishers 
to spend 60% of the revenue 
won from bargaining to hire 
more journalists and also sup-
port small papers and fund 
start-ups in “news deserts,” 
areas where papers have fold-
ed, worried that instead it 
might be spent on things like 
dividends, stock buybacks 
and squeezing out higher 
profit margins.

Microsoft, whose president 
testified during the hearing, 
supports the bill. Google and 
Facebook on Friday declined 
to comment on the legislation. 

In February, however, 
Facebook took the extraordi-
nary step of banning Austra-
lian news from its platform to 

protest a law that would have 
required it to negotiate with 
publishers to compensate 
them for its use of news con-
tent. Facebook lifted the ban 
once the government agreed 
to modify the law. Microsoft, 
meanwhile, has teamed up 
with European publishers to 
support measures similar to 
the Australian law in Europe.

Over the past few years, 
Facebook, Google, Amazon 
and Apple have all come un-
der increasing scrutiny from 
Congress and regulators. The 
Justice Department, Federal 
Trade Commission and state 
attorneys general are suing 
the internet giants for a va-
riety of antitrust violations, 
some of which are related to 
the woes of publishers.

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
An Easter Ham & Candy Drop will be hosted by The Little Sisters of the Poor, who humbly request donations 
at Jeanne Jugan Residence, 964 Main Street. On Saturday, March 27, the Sisters will gratefully accept 
your generous offering of hams which will be prepared for Easter Sunday dinner and for resident meals 
throughout the year.  Easter Candy is also appreciated.  The Little Sisters will enjoy seeing you and social 
distancing protocols will be in place to accept your donation. For more information or to make special delivery 
arrangements, please call 401-723-4314.

Bank Rhode Island (BankRI) hosts its annual children’s book drive to benefit Books Are Wings, offering Rhode 
Islanders both drop-off and virtual donation options as ways to support the effort. The drive will run the entire 
month of March, with all 20 of the Bank’s branch locations participating.

Beta Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International is offering a $1,000 scholarship to a student 
who is a member of this year’s graduating class. Eligible students are graduating seniors who are residing in and 
attending school in Pawtucket, Central Falls, Cumberland and Lincoln. Interested students should contact their 
guidance counselors for an application. Students can also contact Scholarship Committee Chair Kimberly Heon 
at heonk@cox.net. The deadline to apply for the scholarship is May 8, 2021.

Holy Trinity Parish offers Covid testing every Wednesday, from 2 to 6 p.m., at Park Square. No appointment 
necessary and no one will be charged.
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