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WOONSOCKET  –  As the veteran coach 
of the Woonsocket High throwing team, 
Marc Piette has seen plenty of his athletes 
excel at the national level.

But as he head coach of the USA Track 
& Field-affiliated Ocean State Hammerheads 
club, designed to help youngsters and teens 
improve their distances in the hammer, shot 
put, weight, discus and javelin, he hasn’t 
been as successful.

That is, until now.
Last weekend at the Hershey National 

Youth Indoor Track & Field Championships 
at the Ocean Breeze facility in Staten Island, 
N.Y., five Hammerheads achieved All-Amer-
ican status as a result of their top-six place-

ments in their respective events.
“I thought we did an outstanding job,” 

Piette said. I don’t think we’ve ever had so 
many All-Americans at one national meet. 
I know I’ve had four before, but that was 
the high school level. On this level, this is 
a brand new for me, and I’m really proud of 
the kids. They deserve what they got because 
they all worked hard for it.”

Not surprisingly, WHS sophomore stand-
out Logan Coles led the contingent, claiming 
second place in the boys’ 17-18 age group 
shot put (49-1 ½) and fourth in the same cate-
gory’s 25-pound weight toss (66-9 ¼). Coles, 
a three-time national champion, also placed 
in the top six in both events at the state and 
New England meets.

See THROWERS, page B3
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Woonsocket Middle School’s Mickenzie Coles finished second in the shot put at the Hershey Na-
tional Youth Indoor Track and Field Championships with a throw of 39 feet, 6.75 inches.

Woonsocket throwers rack 
up All-America honors
Freshman Robinson-O’Hagan earns national title, 
Logan, Mickenzie Coles finish second in shot put
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Bryant junior Chris Wright (12), of Cumberland, crushed two home runs – one featur-
ing a majestic bat flip - in the Bulldogs’ 10-2 NEC victory over LIU-Brooklyn Friday. 

Wright hits 2 homers TRIPLE-A

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — Leagues at mi-
nor league baseball’s two highest levels will use the 
experimental rule requiring pitchers to face at least 
three batters or end the half-inning, unless injured.

The National Association of Professional Base-
ball Leagues said Friday the rule will be used at Tri-
ple-A and Double-A.

Major League Baseball proposed the rule to the 
players’ association, which refused to agree to its 
use in the major leagues this year. MLB intends to 
institute the rule for 2020.

Pat O’Conner, the NAPBL’s president, said the 
rule will provide “providing valuable data for Major 
League Baseball as they review the impact it has on the 
pace of play.”

An adjustment has been made to the rule the minor 
leagues started using in 2018 that had extra innings 
start with a runner on second. Last year, the runner 
was the one whose spot was up last in the previous 
inning. Under the change for this year, pitchers will 
be skipped over if their slot was last and the man in 
the previous position will start on second base.

In addition, the limits on mound visits without 
pitching changes have been dropped from six to five 
at Triple-A, from eight to seven at Double-A and 10 
to nine at Class A. There is no limit for short season 
or rookie leagues.

NBA

NABPL adopts new reliever rule
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Triple-A relievers will be required to throw to three 
batters or complete the inning they entered in after 
the NABPL adopted new rules this season.

Tigers, Pats prepare for season
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Davies shortstop Alaynah Rubio (9) gets ready to tag out Tolman’s Hannah Coken (6) during Friday afternoon’s non-league contest in Lincoln. 
Pick up Monday’s edition for a complete preview of all 11 softball squads in the Blackstone Valley.  Turn to page B2 for more photos of the game.

Irving lifts Celts 
over Indiana

By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
Associated Press

BOSTON — Kyrie Irving hit a driving layup 
with 0.5 seconds left and the Boston Celtics beat 
the Indiana Pacers 114-112 on Friday night.

Boston moved into fourth place in the Eastern 
Conference standings. Both teams have identical 
45-31 records, but the Celtics lead the regular-sea-
son series 2-1, giving them the current inside track 
on home-court advantage in a first-round series.

Irving finished with 30 points and five assists. 
He has scored at least 30 points in six of his last 
seven games. Al Horford added 19 points and sev-
en rebounds. Aron Baynes had 13 points and 13 
rebounds.

If the current standings hold, the teams would 
meet in the first round. Their final regular-season 
meeting is Friday in Indiana.

Bojan Bogdanovic led the Pacers with 27 points. 
Thaddeus Young added 18 points and nine re-
bounds. Myles Turner finished with 15 points and 
11 rebounds.

Neither team will be able to relax as the regular 
season winds down.

Both Indiana and Boston play five of the final six 
games against teams currently in playoff position.

The Celtics slipped out to 105-99 lead early in 
the fourth quarter, after Indiana went 2:42 without 
a basket. But the Pacers recovered with a 6-0 run to 
tie the game a 105 with 4 minutes to play.

It was tied again at 107 when Marcus Smart 
drained a 3-pointer late in the shot clock. But Dar-
ren Collison answered with his own 3 on the other 
end.

The Pacers had a chance to break another tie at 
112 with less than minute to play, but Young came 
up short on a driving layup.

The Celtics turned it over on Smart’s errant pass 
coming out of a timeout, giving Indiana the ball 
back. The Pacers ran the clock down and it wound 
in the hands of Collison, who misfired on a jumper 
with 10.2 seconds remaining to set up Irving’s final 
shot.


