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We will be collecting donations 
for the local food pantry. Please 
consider donating a canned food 
item to help your neighbors in need.

Get to know the professionals who run the 
businesses and services in the Blackstone 

Valley that we use every day.

Thursday, April 18 in

Meet Your Merchants

Time Out

TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS INCLUDED,
CONTACT US TODAY!

(401) 767-8505 or dames@woonsocketcall.com

Earth Day
There are scores 

of Earth Day 
cleanup events 
going on locally 
and throughout 

the state; find
 one near you and 

help the cause.

VALLEY, A3

Shutout
The Saint Raphael 
High softball team 
used solid pitch-
ing and timely 
hitting to blank 
Cranston East, 
5-0, on a brisk 
Wednesday.
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Aspiring politician already turning heads
By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — Voters of Rhode Island, 
familiarize yourselves with the name Vincent 
Emery. You’ll probably be seeing it on a ballot 
in the not-too-distant future.

A 15-year-old Pawtucket native and fresh-
man at Saint Raphael Academy, Emery’s in-
terest in politics and the goings-on of govern-
ment has already caught the eye of the General 
Assembly, as a bill he penned for his school’s 
model legislature received a hearing in the 
House Committee on Health, Education and 

Welfare.
House Bill 5203, which was introduced in 

the House by District 61 state Rep. Raymond 
H. Johnston Jr., prevents the director of health 
from “promulgating any regulation in the adult 
day care program licensure process discrimi-
nating against or giving preference to the num-
ber of and/or percentage of adult participants 
receiving adult day care services based upon 
their age or age group.”

Emery said the bill aims to ban discrimina-
tion against age in privately-owned and oper-
ated adult day care centers. He explained its 
genesis stemmed from a conversation with a 

family friend who owns a Pawtucket-based 
adult day care center.

“I announced to him that I would be joining 
model legislature. He was telling me about this 
loosely-known law that regarded people of a 
certain age. Fifty-one percent of the daily pop-
ulation of the adult day care center had to be 65 
or older, and that’s technically state-sanctioned 
age discrimination, allowing the Department 
of Health to openly age discriminate.”

“That by itself is quite wrong and unethical,” 
Emery said. “I took it upon myself to fight it.”

See START, page A3
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When it comes to politics, Vincent Emery, a 
15-year-old Pawtucket native and freshman 
at Saint Raphael Academy, has gotten off to 
a head start.

City native and St. Ray’s freshman, 15, getting involved early

“I always read long articles, always watched TV news, really fell in love with politics.”
— 15-year-old Vincent Emery

What you 
can expect 
at McCoy
PawSox have plenty of festivities 
planned for tonight’s home opener

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
                   jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

AWTUCKET — For the second-to-last time, the 
annual rite of spring in Pawtucket takes place 
today, as the Pawtucket Red Sox will celebrate 
their first home game of the season at McCoy 

Stadium.
While the first pitch of tonight’s game is sched-

uled for 6:05 p.m., there are plenty of reasons for 
fans to be in their seats early as part of the home 

opener ceremonies.
The pre-game ceremony starts at 5:30 p.m. and includes the 

presentation of 2018 World Series championship rings to four 
current PawSox who played for the big-league club in Boston 
last summer. They include catcher Sandy Leon, pitcher Bobby 
Poyner, second baseman Tony Renda, and first baseman Sam 
Travis.

See OPENER, page A3

Local man faces up 
to 40 years in federal 
prison for child porn

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — A for-
mer city resident found in pos-
session of more than 11,000 
images of child pornography 
is facing up to 40 years in 
federal prison after pleading 
guilty to production and pos-
session of child pornography 
on Tuesday, the U.S. Attor-

ney’s Office said.
Robert Barrie, 41, formerly 

of Pawtucket and North Prov-
idence, was arrested in May 
2015 and again in July 2017 
by members of the Rhode 
Island State Police Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task 
Force after investigators dis-
covered him sharing child 
pornography through 

See PRISON, page A3

YOUTH OF THE YEAR

Soraia Hazard, a 16-year-old junior 
at William M. Davies, Jr. Career and 

Technical High School and winner of 
the the Boys & Girls Club of Paw-

tucket’s 2019 Youth of the Year, was 
honored as the statewide Youth of 

the Year on Tuesday night at the 
Rhode Island Convention Center. 

Hazard competed against five candi-
dates from other Boys & Girls Clubs 
in Rhode Island and won the state-

wide contest and a $5,000 scholar-
ship. Since enrolling as a young girl, 
Hazard has participated in a number 

of organizations within the Club 
itself. She’s been a member of the 

Keystone Club – a community group 
that helps to develop programming 
– for three years, the last two years 

as president. Before that, she was 
president of Torch Club, a Keystone 
Club but for the Boys & Girls Club’s 

younger members.
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