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Another dose of sweeping success
Martinez, Devers play HR derby as Red Sox power their way past Orioles, 14-9

By TODD KARPOVICH 
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — J.D. Martinez caught up 
in a hurry.

Martinez came off the COVID-19 list 
and hit three home runs, powering the Bos-
ton Red Sox past the Baltimore Orioles 14-9 
Sunday for their sixth straight win.

Martinez struck out in the first inning and 
quickly made some adjustments.

“After that first at-bat, I felt like every-
thing just kind of sped up on me,” Martinez 

said. “I went to the cage and I was like, ‘All 
right, we need to dial this up. We can get it 
going. Wake up.' After that, I felt a lot more 
in control and I felt really good."

The 33-year-old Martinez was back in 
the lineup one day after being placed on 
the COVID-19 injured list because of cold 
symptoms. He passed the required tests and 
went 4 for 6, driving in four runs and scoring 
four times.

Martinez got a chance at a record-tying 
fourth homer in the ninth inning and struck 
out swinging. He is the last of 18 major 

leaguers to homer four times in a game, do-
ing it in September 2017 for Arizona.

This was the fourth time that Martinez has 
hit at least three homers in a game. A year 
after batting just .213 with seven home runs 
in 54 games during the pandemic-shortened 
season, he is hitting .472 (17 for 36) with five 
homers and 16 RBIs in eight games.

“He’s locked in. You can tell," manag-
er Alex Cora said. "This is the guy I saw in 
(2018 and 2019), He has an idea of what he 
wants to do. He doesn’t deviate from his pro-
cess. I think the last swing he was just hoping 

for a strike to see if he could hit it in the air. 
That wasn’t the case.”

Martinez hit solo homers in the third, 
sixth and eighth innings. The three-time All-
Star also had an RBI single.

Rafael Devers homered twice and Alex 
Verdugo added a three-run shot for the Red 
Sox, who completed a three-game sweep — 
Boston lost three in a row to Baltimore at 
Fenway Park to start the season.

“I feel good obviously. I made a couple 
of changes here and there but I still have the 

See RED SOX, page B3

ONWARD & UPWARD
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Davies Tech sophomore quarterback Antonio Cabral is on the run against Toll Gate during Saturday’s Division IV game at Cranston Stadium. Cabral 
finished with one touchdown pass and one interception as the Patriots fell to the Titans, 42-14. 

Even in defeat, Davies Tech shows signs of progress 

Damien Scott (1) and the Davies Tech Patriots respond-
ed with a touchdown after Toll Gate found the end zone 
on the game’s opening drive. The lead proved to be 
short-lived as the Titans scored 35 unanswered points 
en route to winning by a comfortable margin. 
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By BRENDAN 
McGAIR

bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

CRANSTON — Like 
many high school football 
programs around the state, 
Davies Tech walks the fine 
line of using the “Fall II” 
season as a chance to get 
the younger players primed 
and ready for the tradition-
al fall season, while also 
pushing for a playoff spot.

“I’m looking forward 
to the fall. We have a lot 
of kids coming back,” said 
Davies head coach Henry 
Cabral. 

Expounding upon the 
here-and-now point, the 
Patriots weren’t eliminated 
from postseason conten-
tion after Toll Gate domi-
nated Saturday’s Division 
IV contest at Cranston 
Stadium. What the 42-14 
loss did was place Davies 
in a three-team group for 
the fourth and final playoff 
berth. The way the sched-
ule works, the Patriots will 
have plenty of say in po-
tentially qualifying in just 
their second season of ex-
istence.

See DAVIES, page B3

NBA

Boston 
bullies
Celtics’ 31-3 run ends 
Nuggets’ win streak

By ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Sports Writer

DENVER — Brad Stevens could 
sense the game slipping away. He could 
feel the rim-rattling dunks and the transi-
tion buckets coming.

Instead of Boston bowing to the 
NBA's hottest team, though, the Celtics 
used an epic 31-3 run to halt the Denver 
Nuggets' eight-game winning streak with 
a stunning 105-87 win on Sunday.

“We just needed something to get us 
going,” Stevens said after his Celtics 
won for the fifth time in six games. “You 
know, I thought we were close to going 
the other way there when it was 76-62.”

Jayson Tatum (illness) and Jaylen 
Brown (knee) fueled the comeback de-
spite being listed as questionable before 
tip-off.

Tatum finished with 28 points two 
days after a career-best 53-point perfor-
mance against Minnesota, and Brown 
had 20.

The Nuggets looked well on their way 
to their ninth straight win when they took 
a 79-65 lead late in the third quarter on a 
3-pointer by Facundo Campazzo.

That's when Brown got hot and Kem-
ba Walker had a rim-rattling dunk that 
energized the Celtics, who scored the last 
nine points of the quarter.

The Celtics then scored the first six of 
the fourth quarter to grab their first lead 
of the game with 10:32 remaining on Ro-
meo Langford's free throw.

Golf

Matsuyama 
ends Japan’s
long wait 
for Masters 
champion

See MASTERS, page B2

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Hideki Mat-
suyama delivered golf-mad Japan the 
grandest and greenest prize of all.

Ten years after Matsuyama made a 
sterling debut as the best amateur at Au-
gusta National, he claimed the ultimate 
trophy Sunday with a victory in the Mas-
ters to become the first Japanese winner 
of the green jacket.

Matsuyama closed with a 1-over 73 
and a one-shot victory that was only 
close at the end, and never seriously in 
doubt after Xander Schauffele’s late 
charge ended with a triple bogey on the 
par-3 16th.

Moments before Dustin Johnson 
helped him into the green jacket, 



SportsMonday, April 12, 2021   THE  TIMES    B3

High School Football 

This action shot brought to you by:

www.navigantcu.org • 401-233-4300

Blackstone ValleySports

Pic of the Day

Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way
If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are welcome to receive FREE photo 
reproductions of the Pic of the Day. Call our Classified department at 401-767- 8503 to 
request your Pic of the Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” photo as a free gift 
from Navigant Credit Union.

Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.
Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of

$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”
11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00

Please leave your order quantities and contact information when you call. You will be called 
when your order will be ready for pick up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

February 5, 2021 - Lincoln senior Kyle Wilson (5) shoots against 
Cumberland during first half action at Lincoln Middle School Friday night.
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Red Sox
Continued from page B1
same approach every single game and now 
things are falling in my favor,” Devers said. 
"It feels good to be able to contribute as much 
as I am right now.”

Devers has homered in three straight 
games for the second time in his career. Bos-
ton entered the game ranked near the bottom 
of the American League with seven home 
runs.

Nick Pivetta (2-0) allowed four runs and 
seven hits with seven strikeouts and three 
walks over six innings.

Maikel Franco and Trey Mancini hit three-
run homers for the Orioles. Ryan McKenna 
managed a triple in the sixth for his first ma-
jor league hit.

“I was thinking the other day that would 
be pretty cool if that happened,” Mckenna 
said.

Boston took the lead on a three-run homer 
by Verdugo followed by a drive from Marti-
nez off Jorge Lopez (0-2) in the third. Lopez 
allowed eight runs and seven hits over just 
four innings.

Baltimore shortstop Freddy Galvis was 
shaken up after being tagged out at the plate 
on a pitch that got just past catcher Christian 
Vázquez in the third, but he was able to stay 
in the game.

The Orioles cut the margin to 4-1 on 
an RBI single by Franco that scored Ryan 

Mountcastle, who led off the fourth with a 
double. 

The Red Sox responded the following in-
ning on a single by Martinez and a three-run 
homer by Devers.

Martinez connected in the sixth for a 10-1 
lead.

Mancini's drive off Austin Brice cut the 
lead to 10-7 in the seventh. Martinez and 
Devers answered again for the Red Sox with 
homers in the eighth.

“We just had a tough time out of the (bull-
pen) getting guys out,” Baltimore manager 
Brandon Hyde said. “Proud of our offense, 
the way we kept scratching back.”

TRAINER’S ROOM
Red Sox: INF Michael Chavis was op-

tioned to the team's alternate training site to 
make room for Martinez. Chavis, however, 
will remain with the team on the road trip as 
a member of the taxi squad.

UP NEXT
Red Sox: LHP Martin Perez (0-0, 5.40 

ERA) will face his former team when he 
starts the opener of a four-game series in 
Minnesota beginning Monday. Perez went 
10-7 with a 5.12 ERA for the Twins in 2019. 
LHP J.A. Happ (0-0, 2.25) gets the start for 
Minnesota.

Orioles: RHP Dean Kremer (0-1, 9.00 
ERA) is slated to make his sixth career start 
Monday against Seattle. LHP Justus Shef-
field (0-1, 7.20) will start for Seattle.

MLB

Davies
Continued from page B1

Davies has one league win. So too does 
EWG/Prout Co-op and North Providence. 
The Patriots face the Scarlet Knights/Cru-
saders this coming Saturday (3:30 p.m., Sci-
tuate High School) and head to the Cougars’ 
field for a “Friday Night Lights” contest on 
April 23. 

Since Davies does not have a home field 
to call its own – Pariseau Field in Pawtucket 
served as the home base during the Patriots’ 
inaugural 2019 season – the game against 
North Providence will serve as the Patriots’ 
“Senior Day.” 

The fact that the Patriots are even in the 
playoff conversation is a remarkable feath-
er in the cap of Cabral, his assistants, and of 
course the players. Two Saturdays ago, Da-
vies shut out Hope for the first win of the sea-
son and also the first win in program history. 
The enthusiasm to be part of a ground-break-
ing interscholastic endeavor is there. Cabral 
counts 36 players on the roster – a big num-
ber in this day and age – with 31 dressing for 
Saturday’s game.

“They want to play. They want to be here. 
They work hard,” said Cabral. 

At times, that dedication is put to the 
test. School-wise, Davies is utilizing a hy-
brid schedule. On Mondays, Cabral elects 
to conduct practice via Zoom. Regardless 
of what segment of the alphabet is sched-
uled for in-person learning, Tuesday’s prac-
tice tends to be on the smaller side. The full 
group won’t come together until Wednesday. 
Whether the game falls on a Friday or a Sat-
urday, the turnaround can be quick.  

“You also have to give them time to work 
because they might have family obligations,” 
said Cabral. 

The stretch between the win over Hope 
and the matchup against Toll Gate was ac-
companied by an uplifting feeling – the kind 
that goes hand-and-hand with tasting success 
for the first time.

“The days were definitely a lot sunnier,” 
said Cabral. “The kids wore their jerseys in 
school. A lot of teachers gave them compli-
ments. I’m a big believer that school pride 
can be traced to the athletic fields.” 

As for Saturday, the Patriots should be 
encouraged by the step that was taken after 
the Titans found the end zone on the game’s 
opening drive. Davies responded with a 
five-play drive that was capped in emphat-
ic fashion. Locked in a 1-on-1 duel, junior 
Matthew Patenaude timed his jump perfectly 
and came down with pass from sophomore 
quarterback Antonio Cabral. There was plen-
ty of daylight for Patenaude on the 56-yard 
catch-and-run for the  score.

When Antonio Cabral hit Nick Maston for 
the two-point conversion, Davies was up (8-
7) with 5:24 left in the quarter. For the sec-
ond straight week, the Patriots were playing 
from ahead. 

“Last year, I don’t know if we’re able to 
[respond in quick fashion]. This year, we’re 
able to do more,” said Henry Cabral. “Anto-
nio is a good quarterback. He’s getting better 
every day. Matt does an awful lot.”

The euphoria proved to be short lived. 
When Toll Gate quarterback Greyson Pas-
quina punched it in from a yard out with 4.3 
seconds left in the opening half, the Titans 
had opened things up at 29-8. Davies had 
the ball first to start the second half but went 
three-and-out.

Toll Gate’s lead stood at 42-8 when Pat-
enaude covered five yards for a rushing score 
with 2:30 remaining. Davies had a short field 
to work with after Toll Gate fumbled the ball 
deep in its own territory. Patenaude finished 
with 66 rushing yards on eight carries and 
hauled in three passes for 49 yards.

From the quarterback spot, Cabral com-
pleted four passes for 81 yards. He threw an 
interception that Toll Gate turned into points. 
His counterpart Pasquina found the end zone 
twice and completed throws on a pair of two-
point tries.

  
Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @

BWMcGair03

Davies Tech 8 – 0 – 0 – 6 --- 14
Toll Gate  15 – 14 – 7 – 6 --- 42
(First Quarter)
TG – DeVaughn Meade 6-yard run (Lautaro Merlino), 
8:14
D – Matthew Patenaude 56-yard pass from Antonio 
Cabral (Nick Maston pass from Cabral), 5:24
TG – Greyson Pasquina 1-yard run (Domenic Calise 
pass from Pasquina), 1:25
(Second Quarter)
TG – Meade 8-yard run (Calise pass from Pasquina), 
4:08
TG – Pasquina 1-yard run (pass failed), :04
(Third Quarter)
TG – Meade 17-yard run (Merlino kick), 7:51
(Fourth Quarter)
TG – Roman Abatiello 10-yard run (kick failed), 11:36
D – Patenaude 10-yard run (pass failed), 2:30
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Davies Tech junior Matthew Patenaude factored in both of his team’s touchdowns during Saturday’s game against Toll Gate. Patenaude hauled in a 
56-yard pass and rushed for a five-yard score. 
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Now 1-1 in league play, Davies Tech will look 
keep its Division IV playoff hopes alive when it 
faces EWG/Prout Co-op on Saturday. 
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