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We are growing
and we are looking for full time addition 

to our Accounting Office

The successful candidate 
will be required to have basic 

bookkeeping skills, and general 
proficiency with computers. The 

perfect fit will have excellent 
communication skills, as well as 
the ability to work independently. 

Transportation is a must.

Please contact Regional 
Controller, Kathy Needham 

kneedham@pawtuckettimes.com

Netflix 
cracking 
down
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Streaming service 
takes aim at 

password sharing
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Tigers victorious in 
Tuesday morning 
game

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET  –  At ap-
proximately 8:20 p.m., last 
Thursday, police arrested 
Justin R. Fontneau, 31, of 59 
Sunset Dr., Seekonk on two 
misdemeanor charges of pos-
session of Schedules I-V (10 
grams or less of methamphet-
amines and crack cocaine) 
and weapons other than fire-
arms prohibited.

About 40 minutes before, 
Patrolman Tyler Mobrice and 
several other second-platoon 
officers responded to Mur-
phy’s Law pub and restau-
rant, 2 George St., to assist 
Seekonk Police. Before they 
arrived, dispatch had relayed 
information that Fontneau 

had made life-threatening 
statements involving a fire-
arm and was in the area.

Mobrice and Patrolman 
Jordan Coty were the first 
to arrive, and Mobrice ob-
served Fontneau’s vehicle 
was parked and occupied in 
the Hampton Inn parking lot’s 
northeastern corner. As Mo-
brice drove his cruiser behind 
the suspect’s car, Fontneau 
jumped out of the driver’s 
seat.

“Due to the circumstances 
of the call for service, I re-
moved my department-issued 
firearm from its holster and 
pointed it at Fontneau,” Mo-
brice wrote in his report. “I 
gave Fontneau verbal 

See ARREST, page A2

Seekonk man 
arrested for drug 
possession, 
brandishing knife

By STELLA LORENCE
slorence@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET – Fol-
lowing a federal judge’s order 
lifting the nationwide mask 
mandate for public transpor-
tation, pharmacists and pub-
lic health experts are still rec-
ommending everyone remain 
up to date on their COVID 

vaccinations, including appli-
cable booster doses.

U.S. District Judge Kath-
ryn Mizelle sided with the 
non-profit Health Freedom 
Defense Fund and two indi-
vidual plaintiffs in ruling that 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention exceed-
ed their authority in requir-
ing face masks on all public 

transportation.
The mandate had been in 

place since February 2021, 
extended most recently 
through May 3.

As a result of the April 18 
ruling, several major airlines, 
Amtrak and the Rhode Is-
land Public Transit Authority 
made masks optional on their 
services.

“RIPTA encourages those 
who want to continue to wear 
a mask when on board to 
continue to do so,” said Scott 
Avedisian, RIPTA’s chief ex-
ecutive officer, in a statement.

The CDC is still recom-
mending masks on public 
transportation, though it is 
no longer enforcing it as a re-
quirement.

“My stance as a pharma-
cist would be to follow the 
CDC guidance on masks,” 
said Ben Gilman, a CVS 
pharmacist in North Smith-
field. “I think regardless of 
wearing masks, there’s a 
growing body of evidence 
that shows the benefits of get-
ting of the vaccine outweigh 
the risks.”

The mask mandate on 
public transportation was one 
of the few remaining man-
dates issued at the state or 
federal level. Rhode Island 
lifted its mandate for busi-
nesses in mid-February, and 
for schools in early March.

As the mandates lift, health 

See VACCINE, page A2

Regardless of mask mandate, vaccines still important, pharmacist says

Segal, a Democrat, 
enters Rhode Island 
congressional race

Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — Former 
Democratic state lawmaker 
David Segal has joined the 
race in Rhode Island to suc-
ceed U.S. Rep. Jim Langevin, 
a fellow Democrat who's re-
tiring after over two decades 
in office.

Segal announced his de-
cision Wednesday. He said 
many voters are fed up with 
federal politics and that, 
"Government should be able 
to do more to address the con-
cerns of our neighbors."

Segal served on the Prov-
idence City Council before 
winning a seat on the Rhode 
Island House of Represen-
tatives. He served for two 
terms, from 2007 to 2011.

In 2010 he lost a bid for 
Congress and founded a na-
tional liberal advocacy orga-
nization known as Demand 
Progress.

He's the latest entry in a 
crowded Democratic field 

that also includes state Trea-
surer Seth Magaziner; Joy 
Fox, a former top aide to Lan-
gevin; Biden administration 
official Sarah Morgenthau; 
Omar Bah, executive director 
of The Refugee Dream Cen-
ter in Providence; and former 
political strategist Michael 
Neary.

"We have the people pow-
er to reach the voters, we 
have the money to compete, 
and we have the urgent case 
to make that we deserve lead-
ers who can bring people to-
gether and ensure their voices 
are heard," Segal said in his 
campaign announcement.

Two Republicans are cur-
rently in the race: former 
Cranston mayor and two-time 
gubernatorial candidate Allan 
Fung, and former state Rep. 
Robert Lancia.

Langevin announced Jan. 
18 that he wouldn't seek re-
election after representing 
the district covering western 
Rhode Island since 2001.

DAVIES’ GOT TALENT
Submitted photo

William M. Davies Jr. Career & Technical High School will hold its annual “Talent Show Fundraiser” on Friday, May 6 from 5:30 
to 8:00 p.m., featuring student talents in the areas of song, dance, poetry and instrumentation. To purchase a ticket, call Jax 
Adele Ventura or Felicia Morrobel at 401-728-1500. 

Student-run talent show will benefit SkillsUSA gold medalists
By JON BAKER

jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET  –  The 
way Liahna Narcisco looks 
at it, she’s paying it forward.

The William M. Davies 
Jr. Career & Technical High 
School freshman and Bur-
rillville resident doesn’t have 
to sing at the “Davies’ Got 
Talent” variety show, slat-
ed for Friday, May 6 (5:30-
8 p.m.) inside the school’s 
cafetorium, but wants to.

She knows full well the 
event is being held as a fund-
raiser for those seven Patri-
ots’ upperclassmen who re-
cently won state SkillsUSA 
championships to travel to 
the national competition in 
Atlanta between June 20-24, 
and that it doesn’t affect her 
an iota.

Here’s why: Freshmen 
aren’t invited to partake in 

SkillsUSA competitions be-
cause of their age and rela-
tive inexperience at the high 
school level, but Narcisco 
could care less.

“Honestly, I still consider 
myself a part of SkillsUSA 
as I attend all the meetings, 
and I really can’t wait un-
til it’s time for me to par-
ticipate,” she said during a 
recent Zoom meeting su-
pervised by “Davies’ Got 
Talent” Producer/Director 
Jax Adele Ventura, who also 
serves as Davies Tech’ Mar-
keting & Communications 
Coordinator.

“I think it’s nice to help 
them out; it’s just the right 
thing to do,” she added. “I 
also hope that, in the future, 
if I ever qualify for Skill-
sUSA Nationals, freshmen 
students here would want to 
help me by doing something 
like this.”

This production will be 
the Jenckes Hill Road insti-
tution’s first after a two-year 
break caused by the pandem-
ic, though Narcisco and her 
brethren are truly looking 
forward to performing in 
front of fellow students, par-
ents, friends and relatives. It 
goes without saying that in-
cludes the 23 medalists at the 
state SkillsUSA competition; 
those students will be recog-
nized at the event.

Just as impressive, not 
one performer was involved 
with SkillsUSA, so no one is 
helping themselves. They’re 
singing, dancing, reading 
and acting for their school-
mates. There will be 18 acts 
in all.

“This year’s production 
will be completely run by 
students, and it will feature 
students’ talents in the areas 
of song, dance, poetry and 

instrumentation,” Ventura 
said. “Davies’ After-School 
Clubs will be showcased 
in the atrium, and a ‘Salute 
to Our Troops’ has been 
planned for the opening.”

Those who will sing so-
los or duets include seniors 
Toren Kieon of Pawtuck-
et, Chloe Harding and Ash 
Jessop; sophomores Rachel 
Jean-Baptiste, Derek Alves 
(who will play an original 
song on the piano), Darion 
Dos Santos and Naydelin 
Ruiz (violin and singing), 
and Elizabeth Piedra; and 
Yiadelis Cardec.

Sophomore Steven 
Arevalo will play a medley 
on the piano, while freshman 
Jacob Turchetta will play 
Vance Joy’s “Riptide” on the 
ukulele. Junior Kaylie-Ann 
Beland will recite some of 

See TALENT, page A2

Florida Senate passes bill to end Disney self-government
By ANTHONY 
IZAGUIRRE 
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. 
— The Florida Senate on 
Wednesday passed a bill to 
repeal a law allowing Walt 
Disney World to operate a 
private government over its 
properties in the state, esca-
lating a feud with the enter-
tainment giant over its oppo-
sition to what critics call the 
" Don't Say Gay " law.

The proposal could have 
huge tax implications for 
Disney, whose series of 
theme parks have over the 
decades transformed Orlan-
do into one of the world's 

most popular tourist destina-
tions. And Democrats have 
warned that the move could 
cause local homeowners to 
get hit with big tax bills if 
they have to absorb bond 
debt from Disney — al-
though such details are far 
from clear.

The measures, pushed by 
Republican Gov. Ron De-
Santis, comes as the gover-
nor battles with Disney after 
the company's criticism of 
a new GOP law barring in-
struction on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity in 
kindergarten through third 
grade as well as instruction 
that is not "age appropriate 
or developmentally appro-

priate."
The bill would eliminate 

the Reedy Creek Improve-
ment District, as the Disney 
government is known, as 
well as a handful of oth-
er similar districts by June 
2023. The measure leaves 
room for the districts to be 
reestablished, with a Repub-
lican legislative leader sig-
naling a likely restructuring 
of a 1967 deal that lawmak-
ers struck with the compa-
ny that allows it to provide 
services such as zoning, fire 
protection, utilities and in-
frastructure.

"By doing it this early, we 
have until next June or July 
to this put together, so we're 

actually giving ourselves 
more time to be thought-
ful," Republican Senate 
President Wilton Simpson 
told reporters after the vote. 
"I don't know how the end 
will come, but I know that 
this is a very worthy process 
that we're taking and I think 
whatever comes out of it will 
be better than what we have 
today."

Still, the move represents 
the latest blow in a culture 
war harnessed by DeSantis 
as he runs for reelection and 
bolsters himself as a poten-
tial 2024 GOP presidential 
candidate through staunch 

See DISNEY, page A2
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DISNEY
Continued from page A1
opposition to liberal policies 
on race, gender and abortion.

"If Disney wants to pick 
a fight, they chose the wrong 
guy," DeSantis wrote in a 
campaign fundraising email 
Wednesday. "As governor, 
I was elected to put the peo-
ple of Florida first, and I will 
not allow a woke corporation 
based in California to run our 
state."

Democrats, the minority 
party in the Legislature, have 
railed against the proposal 
as clear retaliation against 
a company that has been a 

major economic driver in the 
state.

"Let's call this what it is, 
it's the punitive, petulant po-
litical payback to a corpo-
ration who dared to say the 
emperor has no clothes, but 
if they behave this next elec-
tion cycle, maybe we'll put 
it back together," said Sen. 
Gary M. Farmer, a Demo-
crat.

Disney did not return an 
email seeking comment. The 
company is one of Florida's 
biggest private employers 
and last year said it had more 
than 60,000 workers in the 
state. It is not immediately 
clear exactly how Disney or 
neighboring governments 

would be affected if the dis-
trict was dissolved.

The push to punish Disney 
came after it announced it 
would suspend political do-
nations in the state and said 
it was committed to support-
ing organizations working to 
oppose the state's new law 
limiting sexual orientation or 
gender identify instruction in 
the classroom.

DeSantis and other Re-
publicans have lashed out at 
Disney and other critics of 
the law, arguing that the poli-
cy is reasonable and that par-
ents, not teachers, should be 
addressing such topics with 
children.

The creation of the Reedy 

Creek Improvement Dis-
trict, and the control it gave 
Disney over 27,000 acres 
(11,000 hectares) in Flori-
da, was a crucial element in 
the company's plans to build 
near Orlando in the 1960s. 
Company officials said they 
needed autonomy to plan a 
futuristic city along with the 
theme park. The city never 
materialized, however; in-
stead, it morphed into the Ep-
cot theme park.

The Florida House of Rep-
resentatives is expected to 
take up the bill Thursday.

Associated Press writer 
Brendan Farrington contrib-
uted to this report

TALENT
Continued from page A1
her original poetry, while ju-
nior Kyanna Gomes and the 
tandem of Aila Cbhin and 
Sindy Rodriguez both will 
perform dance routines.

In addition, sophomore 
Alexis Romero Alvarado will 
belt out the National Anthem 
of El Salvador; that was writ-
ten by Juan Jose Canas and 
composed by Juan Aberle.

Cost of admission is $5 
per person in advance and $7 
at the door, though children 
under five may attend free 
of charge. Ventura is hoping 
for an advance sellout of the 
cafetorium’s 312 seats, as that 

would help with the goal of 
raising $1,560 in that catego-
ry alone.

Ventura also hopes other 
avenues of raising money – 
including several raffles and 
a variety of available, tasty 
concessions created by those 
in the Hospitality Careers 
program – will boost that to-
tal to over $2,000.

That food item list includes 
the usual popcorn, chips, wa-
ter, candy and French fries, 
but also chicken tenders with 
a variety of dipping sauces, 
mozzarella sticks and veggies 
and hummus for those who 
want a healthy option.

“That $2,000 amount 
should pay at least for those 
seven students’ plane fare,” 
Ventura said. “We will also 
have a variety of gift baskets 
from the school’s different 
departments and programs. 
All of the prizes will be post-
ed on our Web site ( www.
daviestech.org) and social 
media pages the first week of 
May, so if anyone wants to 
try for a certain desired prize, 
they can buy tickets here at 
the school for $1 per or 6 for 

$5.
“We can’t sell them on-

line because it’s not allowed,” 
she added.

As for the acts themselves, 
they’ve been practicing for 
weeks.

“I’ll be singing a duet with 
Armani Pedroza to an Alessia 
Cara song,” said frosh Haddi-
yah (“Didi”) Folarin, a Paw-
tucket resident who some-
day would like to win a state 
and national SkillsUSA gold 
medal in the Health Careers 
category. “I’ve been involved 
with dancing since I could 
walk; I’m Nigerian, so dance 
is a huge thing in our culture, 
but I wanted to do something 
different.

“In a way, I’m nervous be-
cause I’ve never showcased 
my singing talent, so doing it 
in front of a lot of people is 
a little scary,” she continued. 
“At the same time, people 
have telling me for a while I 
could sing, so I figured, ‘Ok, 
why not give it a shot?’

“I’m really excited about 
this; I also want to see all my 
friends perform.”

Then there’s Isaa Perez 

Camacho, yet another fresh-
man from Providence whose 
“major” is in Machine Tech-
nology. She not only will sing 
one of her favorite tunes by 
Oasis Ministry, a Christian 
rock band, but also will per-
form what she calls a surprise 
comedic skit.

She would offer no further 
explanation, as she wants to 
“wow” her audience.

“My teacher talks about 
SkillsUSA all the time; his 
name is Briar Dacier,” Cama-
cho said of her instructor, a 
1997 Davies Tech graduate. 
“He says it’s really about pre-
paring for that level of com-
petition. He went to school 
here, so he knows. I think it’s 
the same thing with this show 
– it’s all about preparation, 
but also having fun.”

Ventura will have a bevy 
of other students involved 
behind the scenes, includ-
ing “those who will work 
backstage and also front of 
house,” she said. “The entire 
production is theirs, so I hope 
to enjoy myself at this pro-
duction. I actually did seven 
interviews for our stage man-

ager.”
Junior Aliyah Viamontes 

of Pawtucket, who’s studying 
Health Careers, will serve in 
that position, while sopho-
more Niko Saunders, also of 
Pawtucket, will be her assis-
tant. He’s involved with the 
Machine Technology catego-
ry.

At the Rhode Island com-
petition last month, Davies 
earned seven gold medals, six 
silvers and 10 of the bronze 
variety. Those gold medal-
ists include Julian Rodriguez 
in Automotive Refinishing; 
Penelope Ferreras in Ba-
sic Health Care Skills; Jack 
Wreczycki in CNC Milling 
Specialist; Amber Del Car-
men Pena in Commercial 
Baking; Noah Campanelli 
in Electronic Technology; 
Genesis Philips in Health Oc-
cupations Professional Port-
folio; Gianna Casto in First 
Aid/CPR; and Benison Aguo-
cha in Medical Terminology.

For more information 
about the event, or to pur-
chase admission or raffle 
tickets, call Ventura or Felicia 
Morrabel at (401) 728-1500.

ARREST
Continued from page A1
commands to place his hands 
up and walk backward to-
wards my cruiser, and he 
complied.”

There he was detained by 
Patrolman Geoffrey Met-
fooney and John McComis-

key. Mobrice had noticed 
a female passenger to be in 
Fontneau’s car, so he used his 
cruiser’s PA system to com-
mand her to walk backward 
to his vehicle.

“Officers located suspect-
ed narcotics on Fontneau’s 
person along with an empty 
firearms holster,” Sgt. Nathan 
Gallison wrote in his report. 

“They also located a large 
knife on his person, and an 
additional knife underneath 
the seat of his pickup truck. 
I spoke with the female, and 
she stated Fontneau drove 
to Murphy’s Law and she 
walked here to meet him. She 
was later released on scene.

“I contacted an officer 
with the Seekonk Police De-

partment and he informed 
me that Fontneau was in-
volved in an argument with 
his girlfriend” on Wednes-
day, he continued. “Fontneau 
brandished a firearm at that 
time, but did not point it at 
her. Seekonk P.D. located a 
revolver and narcotics at his 
father’s house in Seekonk, 
and they advised me they 

would be pursuing narcotics 
and firearms-related charges 
against Fontneau, and would 
issue a summons to appear in 
court.”

Based on that information, 
Gallison informed his officers 
they would take the suspect 
into custody for possession of 
narcotics and weapons other 
than firearms prohibited.

VACCINE
Continued from page A1
care experts are still focused 
on getting everyone vaccinat-
ed against COVID, and issu-
ing booster doses to the most 
vulnerable populations.

“We still encourage every-
one to get vaccinated and to 
stay up to date on their vac-
cines,” said Amanda Barney, 
a spokesperson for Thunder-

mist Health Center.
In late March, the Food and 

Drug Administration autho-
rized a second booster dose 
for people aged 50 and older, 
and immunocompromised 
individuals four months after 
they’ve had their first booster 
dose.

Any individual aged five 
and up can receive an ini-
tial booster dose at least five 
months after their second 
shot of the Pfizer or Mod-
erna vaccine, or at least two 
months after their Johnson & 
Johnson shot, according to 

CDC guidance.
“Boosters are safe, and 

people over the age of 50 can 
now get an additional booster 
four months after their prior 
dose to increase their pro-
tection further,” said CDC 
Director Rochelle Walensky 
in a statement. “CDC, in col-
laboration with FDA and our 
public health partners, will 
continue to evaluate the need 
for additional booster doses 
for all Americans.”

While some experts have 
debated the urgency for the 
general public to receive a 

second booster, Barney said 
Thundermist recommends 
people receive a first or sec-
ond booster shot as soon as 
they are eligible.

Gilman said he saw an 
“influx” of vaccine ap-
pointments after the FDA 
announcement authorizing 
second boosters. He added 
that as a pharmacists on the 
“front lines” of the pandem-
ic response, he makes time 
to talk through the vaccine 
eligibility requirements with 
patients and address any 
questions or concerns they 

may have.
“As pharmacists, we’re 

some of the most accessible 
health care professionals,” 
Gilman said.

After a winter surge in 
cases driven by the omicron 
variant of the virus, Gilman 
said he often gets asked 
whether people who have 
already contracted COVID 
should still get a vaccine. The 
answer is yes, he said, adding 
that there have been many 
studies that show the vaccine 
provides added protection to 
natural immunity.

In Rhode Island, just over 
80% of residents have com-
pleted their primary vaccine 
series, but only 40% have 
received at least one boost-
er dose, according to state 
data.

Primary series and both 
booster doses are available at 
most CVS pharmacies by ap-
pointment or walk-in, as well 
as at Thundermist Health 
Center.

Follow Stella Lorence on 
Twitter @slorence3.

By JOSEPH B. NADEAU
jnadeau@woonsocketcall.com

BURRILLVILLE – Back 
in December, U.S. Air Force 
veteran Bernard J. Pavia had 
a crisis at his longtime home 
at 23 Forest Dr. in Johnston 
when a tree fell on its roof 
and threatened to leave him 
homeless.

Luckily for Pavia, who 
turned 91 last Saturday, a lo-
cal veterans assistance group, 
New Englanders Helping Our 
Veterans, was ready to team 
up with Pavia's insurance 
company, USAA, and Pavia 
home restoration contractors, 
N.E. Building & Restoration 
and R.I. Restoration to fix the 
home's damage.

On Wednesday, Pavia was 
smiling plenty as a crew from 
N.E. Building & Restoration 
guided by its owner David 
Rosati and construction man-
ager, Steven Frazer, stripped 
off the home's old flat roof, 
completed needed repairs and 
laid down new EPDM rubber 
roof.

The project was expected 
to be completed by the end 
of the day and that had Pavia 
feeling pretty good.

“Oh my God, I'm amazed, 
I can't believe it, Pavia said as 
the crew of about a half doz-
en workers readied to begin 

hauling sheets of EPDM up 
to the roof where new ply-
wood had already been laid 
out.

“No way did I think they 
could do this work so quick-
ly,” Pavia said.

“They are good workers,” 
Pavia said while stopping to 
tell one of the crew members 
passing by, “you're doing a 
good job.”

The day was dry and cool 
but a bit windy for the earlier 
phase of the project when the 
crew had to carry the sheets 
of plywood needed for re-
pairing damaged areas up on 
to the roof.

But by lunchtime, all the 
repairs had been completed, 
insulation panels installed, 
and the work laying out the 
EPDM sheets the width of the 
roof started.

The sheets were to be 
bonded to the roof and 
seamed together to give Pa-
via a new watertight roof on 
his home.

Jim Collins, the founder 
of New Englanders Helping 
Our Veterans, said his orga-
nization is fundraising money 
for the project that will cov-
er any expenses not covered 
by Pavia's USAA insurance 
policy or N.E. Building & 
Restoration and its assisting 
contractors.

In addition to the roof 
work, the restoration work 
at Pavia's home will include 
gutting out all the water dam-
aged drywall and ceilings and 
addressing any remaining 
water intrusion problems re-
sulting from the roof damage.

“It's turned out really fan-
tastic except for the wind,” 
Collins said while watch-
ing the work with Pavia on 
Wednesday.

“They started early this 
morning and ripped off the 
old roof and then put in some 
new rafters and plywood 
where needed, and insulation 
and now they are installing 
the rubber roof,” Collins said.

The project will also in-
clude fixing any wiring issues 
in the home, installing the 
new drywall and ceilings, and 
getting Pavia moved back in 
upstairs, Collins noted.

“I'm happy, I'm just happy 
seeing my brother in the mili-
tary happy,” Collins said.

Initially after the storm, 
Pavia stayed with his daugh-
ter until temporary repairs 
could be made to the holes 
left by the tree and then lat-
er was able to move into the 
basement of the home while 
waiting for the roof project to 
begin.

David Rosati said R.I. 
Restoration completed the 

initial clean-up of the home 
with the help of Liberty Dis-
posal and ABC Supply.

After an estimated $30,000 
in roof work was completed, 
N.E. Building & Restoration 
would be taking on the interi-
or renovations that could add 
another $30,000 to $40,000 
to the project, Rosati said.

What was not covered by 
Pavia's USAA insurance or 
picked up by his company 
and its contractors would be 
handled by New Englanders 
Helping Our Veterans fund-
raising, Rosati noted.

“It feels good to give back 
to the veterans,” Rosati said 
of the project.

“They put their lives on the 
line for us so we can enjoy the 
lives that we have,” the resto-
ration company owner added.

Frazer said he was glad 
Pavia would be able to con-
tinue living in his home after 
it experienced such major 
damage during the winter.

“The tree fell on the back 
side of his house and he had 
a lot of water coming in,” the 
repair contractor said.

Collins said his organiza-
tion's partners have already 
been contributing to Pavia's 
project.

“The Patriot Riders mo-
torcycle group just sent us a 
check from a ride they held,” 

Collins noted.
Bill Gately at Henri's Auto 

Repair at 1068 Park Avenue, 
Woonsocket, was also help-
ing out as was Phantom Mo-
tors on St. Paul Street, North 
Smithfield, and Home Depot, 
Collins said.

Pavia, who spent four 
years in the Air Force from 
1948 to 1952 and then 
served with the Rhode Is-
land National Guard, had 
built most of the home with 
his late second wife, Rober-
ta.

The couple raised their 

children there and Pavia said 
he has now lived on Forest 
Drive for more than 60 years.

“I wanted to stay here be-
cause its where I live,” the 
resident said why noting he 
will be able to do that thanks 
to everyone helping out on 
Wednesday.

For more information on 
New Englanders Helping 
Our Veterans visit www.ne-
hov.org.

Follow Joseph Nadeau on 
Twitter @JNad75

Photos by Joseph B. Nadeau
Pictured above, from left: David Rosati of N. E. Building & Res-
toration, Jim Collins of New Englanders Helping Our Veterans, 
homeowner Bernard Pavia, and Steven Frazer of N.E. Building; 
below: the roofing crew pulls a rubber sheet onto the roof.

Bernard Pavia gets help from Burrillville veterans group
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