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The man whom hundreds call the “Bridge-
port Shot Doctor” is alive and well and 
working at the Orcutte Boys & Girls Club 
in Connecticut, helping any athlete who asks 
become more skilled, chiseled or better con-
ditioned.

In these parts, however, he’s known as Lev-
ern Gaskin, the devoted coach who helped turn 
inexperienced hoopsters attending the Davies 
Career & Technical High School into not just 
All-State and All-Division players but better 
men for the better part of a quarter-century.

That’s why Davies officials years ago re-
named their black- and gold-painted gymna-
sium “Gaskin Alumni Hall.” Those words are 
painted on the west wall, along with the adden-
dum “The House That Gaskin Built.”

Funny thing about him, though, he’s now 
74, but he didn’t learn until age 55 that his real 
name, according to his birth certificate, is Lev-
erne Gaskins.

It’s unknown if the powers-that-be will paint 
the extra “s” on the gym wall.

“I didn’t find out about the ‘e’ and the ‘s’ 
until I moved back to Bridgeport, and that was 
back in 2000,” Gaskin laughed recently. “All 
my brothers and sisters, we never put the ‘s’ on 

our last name, so I was really surprised when I 
saw it on my birth certificate.

“I had to change (the spelling of) my name, 
just for legal purposes. Man, it’s crazy!”

Crazy good is a better to describe Gaskin’s 
reputation as an innovator, motivator, teacher, 
disciplinarian, coach and friend. It’s been that 
way since he first decided to hitch on with Da-
vies as a physical education instructor and bas-
ketball coach way back in February 1972.

He lasted at least 28 years in one or both of 
those roles before choosing to retire, first as a 
coach, in 1998.

See GASKIN, page B3

EAST PROVIDENCE —Tournament chairman 
Ben Tuthill announced Monday the cancellation of the 
2020 Northeast Amateur Invitational, which was set to 
be played June 24-27 at Wannamoisett Country Club.  

“Our priority is to protect the health and safety of 
the invitees, officials, volunteers, staff and member-
ship of Wannamoisett Country Club.  We care deeply 
about amateur golf and hosting one of the top events 
of the year,and make this decision with a heavy heart. 
Many different considerations went into this decision 
and we must act responsibly during this pandemic,” 
said Tuthill in a statement that appeared on the tour-
nament’s website. “We know how disappointing this 
news is for the players that were invited and planned 
to participate in the tournament this year.  The tourna-
ment committee will acknowledge all exemption cri-
teria used for the 2020 field selection and will invite 

those players to participate in the event next summer.”
The Northeast Amateur Invitational is considered a 

‘major’ in amateur golf and in 2019 was ranked No. 
4 of U.S. and No. 9 of World Amateur golf events by 
strength of field according to Scratch Players World 
Event Ranking. It is the only 72 hole amateur event 
played in twosomes, and has been given the name of 
“Masters of Amateur Golf” by a noted senior golf writ-
er. 

The tournament began in 1962 and conducted over 
72 holes of stroke play, with a cut after 54 holes. The 
field consists of top amateur players throughout the 
world and is limited to 92 players by invitation only. 
This will be the first time in its history that the event 
will be cancelled.

The 59th Northeast Amateur Invitational is sched-
uled to be played June 23-26, 2021.

Northeast Am canceled
Tuthill: Priority was safety of players, staff, fans

File photo
Garrett May, right, will be the reigning Northeast Amateur champion for anoth-
er year after this season’s event was postponed Monday.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Davies’ ‘Shot Doctor’ still helping 
kids improve on basketball court

Submitted photo
Former Davies Tech legendary coach Levern Gaskin (red shirt) left the area in 2001 to return to Bridgeport, Connecticut to take care of his mother. Gaskin 
continues to teach youngsters the fundamentals of basketball.

Gaskin built Patriots into powerhouse before moving 
back to Connecticut to take care of his mother

By KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

BOSTON — Patriots fullback 
James Develin is retiring from 
the NFL because of complications 
from the neck injury that caused 
him to miss the final 14 games of 
last season. 

Develin announced his de-
cision in an Instagram message 
Monday. 

“I have decided it is my and 
my family’s best interest to retire 
from the game of football,” De-
velin wrote. “I’ve always main-
tained a belief that in the sport, the 
team is much more important than 
myself as an individual and that 
belief still rings true, as I have to 
prioritize my team at home before 
anything else.”

Develin played in just two 
games last season before being 
placed on injured reserve with 
the neck issue. He appeared in all 
16 games each season from 2013 
through 2018. 

The 31-year-old has been a sta-
ple of both New England’s offense 
and special teams since joining 
the team in 2012. He was selected 
to his only Pro Bowl in 2017 as 
a fullback. He was a member of 
three Super Bowl-winning teams. 

A Brown graduate, Develin 
was originally signed by the Ben-
gals as an undrafted free agent in 
2011. After being cut the follow-
ing season, the Patriots signed 
him to their practice squad. He 
earned a roster spot and spent 
most of the next eight seasons 
with the Patriots doing the kind of 
dirty work that rarely gets noticed 
on the field. 

Though primarily used as a 
blocker, over the past few sea-
sons he has filled a hybrid full-
back-tight end role. He made a 
career-high eight starts in 2018 
and rushed for a career-best four 
touchdowns.

Patriots coach Bill Belichick 
often lauded Develin’s versatili-
ty offensively and in the kicking 
game. 

“There’s no one person that can 
do what he does,” Belichick said 
last season. 

Develin was also praised for his 
selflessness as a teammate during 
his time in New England. Safety 
Patrick Chung was one of the first 
people to reply to Develin’s Insta-
gram post. 

File photo
Former Brown standout and Patri-
ots fullback James Develin retired 
Monday after winning three Super 
Bowls Develin missed 14 games last 
season because of a neck injury.

Pats’ Develin 
retires
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Gaskin
Continued from page B1

“I left coaching because I was on my 
way out, and the teams in the ‘90s took too 
much out of me; they didn’t have the disci-
pline my former players did,” noted Gaskins, 
as always brutally honest. “I moved back 
to Bridgeport in 2000 because my mother 
(Elease) was having health problems, and I 
wanted to take care of her.

“I also wanted to do more in the field of 
athletic training, and I’m still doing it. In 
fact, before all this COVID-19 business, I 
was working with the point guard at Seton 
Hall (University), Quincy McKnight. I’ve 
been working with him since he was about 
12. Then there’s a woman who’s a basketball 
player at Boston College.

“They call me the Bridgeport Shot Doc-
tor,’ so I must be good,” he added with a 
chuckle. “If you’re shot is broken, I’ll fix it. 
If you need to get in shape, I’ll fix that, too. 
People from New York, New Jersey, Con-
necticut and from up that way around Provi-
dence, those kids come my way for help.

“Of course, I’m not training now – my job 
is on hold. I’m just self-quarantining; I don’t 
think I have (the coronavirus), but I’m not 
taking any chances. I wear a mask and gloves 
whenever I go out … This is crazy! This stuff 
is real! A lot of people are dying, and some 
younger folks aren’t taking it seriously. It’s 
really a shame.”

**

How Gaskins came to be stems from his 
career in both athletics and academics.

As a child growing up in Bridgeport, his 
parents involved him and his siblings in 
sports, and it didn’t take him long to discover 
he was multi-talented.

He was a four-year starter at quarterback 
and safety for Bullard Haven High School’s 
football team in the mid-1960s, and did the 
same for his final three on the basketball 
squad.

“I was a shooting guard, but my coach 
would put me in at center sometimes because 
I could really sky as a kid,” he said.

Gaskins also served as a sprinter for the 
outdoor track contingent, competing in the 
100- and 220-yard dashes and earning All-
League honors as a result.

He admitted he had some colleges and 
universities interested in acquiring his ser-
vices after graduating, but Gaskins opted to 
attend nearby Milford Academy because “I 
had to get my grades up.”

He attended that prep school for a year and 
excelled at a new position, running back, and 
he landed not only All-New England Prep 
School but also All-American accolades.

That drew even more attention, but Gas-
kins opted to attend then-Central Methodist 
College in Fayette, Missouri., about 25 min-
utes from the University of Missouri-Colum-
bia. He said he decided to further his aca-
demic and athletic education there because it 
came with a scholarship, but also because he 
liked the small-school, religious atmosphere.

He nevertheless admitted he and his foot-
ball teammates enjoyed having some fun, 
too.

“I used to go to Mizzou with my friends 
on the weekends, obviously because of all 
the co-eds and the parties,” he laughed.

He also liked the idea of being a fresh-
man varsity starter at running back, and it 
showed, as he earned All-Conference laurels 
in each of his four campaigns at CMC (now 
Central Methodist University).

“I actually played against (1976 U.S. 
Olympic decathlon gold medalist) Bruce 
Jenner, who was at Graceland,” he noted. 
“I also returned some kicks and punts, and I 
remember in my first game freshman year, I 
returned a punt 75 yards for a TD. That was 
a great way to start a career.”

In addition, he claimed to be the first black 
athlete to graduate from CMC, and was later 
selected into the Harrison Hall of Fame.

He graduated in 1971 with a Bachelor’s of 
Science in Physical Education, but it appar-
ently didn’t take him long to land a job offer 
– and from a familiar face.

“I didn’t have a clue about Rhode Island, 
despite the fact I grew up in Connecticut,” he 
said. “I have to say I was shocked when my 
old high school principal, Norman Eichner, 
called me in Missouri. I remember, it was 
in early February 1972, and he said he had 
just got the job at Davies. All he said was, 
‘Congratulations! Now I want to hire you as 
a teacher. I want you in Rhode Island by Feb. 
14!’

“Now that blew my mind, but then I 
thought about it, and I was pretty close to 
Norm when I was at Bullard Haven. I think 
he liked me because I used to keep the school 
in line; he also knew I was a hard worker, 
especially when it came to sports.

“He knew I was involved with a big-time 
basketball league in Bridgeport between 
1965-75, where guys like Marvin Barnes, 
“Super” John Williamson, Fly Williams, 
who went to Austin Peay and led the team 
in scoring, would come and play,” he contin-
ued. “There were others, like Walter Luckett 
and Frank Olynyk, and they all played in the 
NBA.

“I think that’s one of the reasons Norm 
wanted to hire me, too; he knew I was all 
about structure, and he was looking for a 
basketball man. He also wanted me to start 
up a varsity football program, but we could 
never get that off the ground, no matter how 
hard we tried.”

**

Gaskins indicated Kevin Dunn had been 

serving as the varsity hoop head coach upon 
his arrival, so took over the JV program. That 
remained the status quo for two years before 
Gaskins took over the varsity in the 1974-75 
season.

“We made the playoffs that year, going 
14-6,” Gaskins recalled. “We also had the 
first 40-point scorer (in a game) in history 
when Bobby Brown did it. Man, could he 
shoot! If they had the 3-pointer back then, 
God, he may have had 70. His only problem, 
he couldn’t make a layup.

“I also remember we lost to (Our Lady 
of Providence) by three or four points in the 
first round, but we were in there battling, 
guys like Steve Berry, Stevie Rodericks, Ar-
thur Monteiro, David Gardner, Bobby and Al 
Decorte and Chris Kelly.”

During the course of his career, he led 
seven separate division champions and a pair 
of state champions, including the ‘84-85 and 
‘85-86 clubs.

“Brian Daily was the mainstay on those 
teams; he was money in the bank,” Gaskins 
offered. “The kid could just take over a game 
with his smarts, and could he ever dribble. 
He also played with Curtis ‘The Helicopter’ 
Moore, who was amazing, too. I named that 
team the ‘Magnificent Seven.’”

That’s another thing about Gaskins – for 
some reason, he would name his squads with 
catchy monikers, and his players apparently 
adored the descriptions.

“In ‘85-86, I only had six players, so I 
called them ‘The Six-Shooters,’” Gaskins 
remembered. “They ended up winning the 
state title even though we had to forfeit some 
games. You see, George Otis had been at 
Central Falls, but then he left to go to Tolman 
before transferring to Davies. The problem 
was that he apparently didn’t go to all of his 
teachers and sign out of their classes.

“Those teachers had all that information, 
but they didn’t tell us before he transferred 
to Davies. All the coaches in the Blackstone 
Valley knew, and no one let me know, so – 
for the games we played him – we had to 
forfeit.

“The (playoff selection/seeding) commit-
tee told us we’d have to forfeit those, but we 
would be allowed a berth in the postseason,” 
he added. “We beat Scituate, then someone 
else, then we played C.F. at CCRI in Lincoln, 
and they thought they were going to beat us; 
we beat them by 15-20. We then defeated 
Ponaganset in the championship game.

“What a thrill! What a team!
“I also remember ‘The Iron Five’ from 

1981-82 because we only had five guys (for 
assorted reasons, be it academic or disci-
plinary), so I had to tell them that, without 
subs, they had to conserve their energy; they 
had to play the whole game. I remember it 
well because they were so patient with the 
ball.

“On offense, we’d pass it from corner to 
corner and look for holes to penetrate the 
defense, and after we scored, we’d press on 
‘D.’ The whole idea was to rest on offense 
and work hard on defense.”

Gaskins often trimmed his roster of num-
bers because some players didn’t exude the 
dedication and work ethic he desired; those 
who did were rewarded. That’s why his 
teams rarely numbered eight or more, obvi-
ously extremely low for a varsity program.

**

Most would admit that he was the con-
summate disciplinarian – and/or the toughest 
coach they ever had, but no one trusted him 
more.

Long-time friend Bill Murphy, who actu-
ally played for Gaskins when he was Hart’s 
assistant, has told stories about the coach giv-
ing needy players food for supper, or a ride 
home after practice, especially if they had 
to walk all the way back to Central Falls or 
Pawtucket, or pick them up to go to school.

“I’ve known Verne since I was 14, and I 
pretty much knew right then I was going to 
have a friend for life,” noted Murphy, who 
after graduating in 1973 and a stint in the 
U.S. Army returned to teach and coach with 
Gaskins. “I thought, ‘Man, there’s something 
special about this guy.’ And it’s really simple 
why: He was genuine, he was real. He’d say 
it like it is.

“I mean, honesty to a student was very im-
portant; he laid everything on the line. He’d 

tell you that if you weren’t disciplined, you 
wouldn’t go anywhere. Without discipline, 
you’ve got chaos; he’d tell the kids if you 
were willing to work hard, he’d do anything 
to help you, and he did.

“You know what he did? He made us all 
accountable, he also treated everyone the 
same. You could be a superstar or just an-
other player, and if you did something good, 
he’d praise you for it. If you did something 
stupid or crazy, he’d punish you. If you 
mouthed off at a ref, he’d tell you to ride the 
pine. I remember he did that to The Helicop-
ter once, and he didn’t like it, but it taught 
him a lesson.

“He’d break you down to build you up,” 
he continued. “But he would never intention-
ally embarrass a kid. He’d take you aside and 
talk to you like an adult. He wasn’t really a 
yeller. When you heard his voice, you knew 
to shut up and listen.”

So, what made him such a good coach?
“You knew he loved you and just wanted 

the best for you,” Murphy stated. “It wasn’t 
just about basketball, it was about develop-
ing the fundamentals of leading a good life. 

How to be a man and give respect. When I 
started working there (as an automobile col-
lision instructor), we were always together. 
We turned out to be best friends.

“I learned a lot from him, and I tried to 
pass the wisdom I learned from him on to my 
students and athletes. He’s my mentor; he in-
stilled in me how to teach. There’s nothing 
more valuable than that.”

Gaskins’ secret to success: Acquiring 
knowledge and spreading the word. Those 
are more reasons he will grace the first in-
duction class to the new Davies Tech Athlet-
ic Hall of Fame later this year.

“I usually had five or six kids who were 
truly committed, and those who weren’t were 
cut,” he said matter-of-factly. “I did that be-
cause I wanted truly dedicated basketball 
players. I remember on the weekends watch-
ing those guys run five or six miles because 
conditioning was so important for us.

“I’ll also tell you that all the step and jump 
training everyone’s doing now, we were do-
ing that back in ‘78-79. I used to go to clin-
ics in Nebraska or Pittsburgh or wherever to 
learn that information. We were also doing 
the power clean, push press, dead lift, all to 
get stronger.

“In fact, John Bagley, who played for the 
Celtics, the summer before he went to Bos-
ton, he enlisted my help. I’d have him at 
Davies every day and worked with him that 
whole summer. He was in such good shape, 
the Celtics sent him back to maintain that 
conditioning.

“It was the same way with Jamie Benton 
when he was at Boston College and Christina 
Batistini, the girl from Classical who played 
at Stanford,” he added. “And the same with 
Ed Cooley after he went to Central and Jamal 
Gomes (the current Hendricken boys coach) 
when he was at Stonehill, not to mention 
Tommy Garrick.
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Pic of the Day

Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way
If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are welcome to receive FREE photo 
reproductions of the Pic of the Day. Call Diane Ames at 401-767- 8500 to request your Pic 
of the Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” and two 5”x7” photos as a free gift 
from Navigant Credit Union.

Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.
Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of

$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”
11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00

Please leave your order quantities and contact information when you call. You will be called 
when your order will be ready for pick up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

March 11, 2020 - Lincoln battles South Kingstown in the first period of the 
Div. III boys hockey semifinal at North Smithfield Arena Wednesday night.

Ernest A. Brown photo

Submitted photo
Former Davies coach Levern Gaskin is now living back in his birth city, Bridgeport, helping kids 
improving their basketball skills. Gaskin led the Patriots to Class C titles in 1985 and 1986.

“I also remember ‘The Iron 
Five’ from 1981-82 because 
we only had five guys (for as-
sorted reasons, be it academ-
ic or disciplinary), so I had to 
tell them that, without subs, 
they had to conserve their 
energy; they had to play the 
whole game.”

— Levern Gaskin

Markman said they have seen feedback on 
social media and that it is something they will 
evaluate in the future in order to strike the right 
balance.

“Our intention is in some cases talk about 
and celebrate the obstacles these kids over-
came in an amazing moment. If that’s not 
coming across as well that is something we 
need to look at,” he said. “Our company puts 
a huge emphasis on storytelling. We don’t go 
as in-depth on the human stories on the ESPN 
coverage, but we do need to self-scout a lit-
tle more. If three straight kids are picked who 
have overcome huge obstacles, we have to be 
disciplined in our approach so that it doesn’t 
take too much of a turn.”

When Tee Higgins was selected in the sec-
ond round by the Cincinnati Bengals, the ABC 
broadcast discussed his mother’s battle with 
drug addiction and how she was an inspiration 
to the Clemson wide receiver. Her addiction 
was listed on an ESPN graphic without any 
additional context on that broadcast. Markman 
said that shouldn’t have happened and that 
ESPN apologized to Higgins.

Higgins said on Twitter he had “no problem 
with them showing the world that my mom is 
a true fighter.”

McSHAY’S ABSENCE
Analyst Todd McShay was to participate on 

television before he announced Thursday that 
he wouldn’t take part because he was recov-
ering from the new coronavirus. McShay was 
supposed to be part of ABC’s telecast the first 
two days before moving to ESPN for the final 
four rounds.

“He has been focusing on his recovery. His 
mind should be on that and not on last-minute 
draft preparations,” Markman said. “Our top 
priority is the health and safety of all of our 
employees.”

Team selects quarterback Love in first round of NFL draft
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