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CUMBERLAND  —  
Shane Calabro could see it 
coming down the pike as the 
hours rolled into days into 
weeks.

The talented Cumberland 
High senior shortstop tried 
to pretend “it” wasn’t going 
to happen, but also couldn’t 
shake that feeling of looming 
dread.

“The chanc-
es of us having a 
(baseball) season 
weren’t good dat-
ing back to when 
(government officials) closed 
the schools in March,” he of-
fered. “I had been texting the 
coaches (skipper Andy Tuet-
ken and assistant Jared Car-
doso) about the time pitchers 
and catchers could report, 
and they just told me to make 
sure that everyone was still 
working hard and staying in 
shape, that everybody was 

focused on the season – when 
it finally came.

“To be honest, I had 
avoided driving by Tuck-
er Field because it hurt so 
much; I’d look down at the 
turf and dirt, which looked so 
good, and think, ‘We should 
be down there, practicing or 
playing a game,’” he added.

“You’re thinking, ‘I’m a 
senior. This is your final sea-
son. You’ve been working for 

this your whole 
life.’ You’re 
thinking about 
the fact you’ve 
talked about it 
with your team-

mates all year, since school 
started in September. You’re 
thinking, ‘It’s our time now. 
We’re seniors, and this is our 
chance to go on top!’

“Eventually, though, it 
was all yanked away because 
of the coronavirus stuff. It’s 
so sad.”

See CALABRO, page B3
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Instead of preparing to play football at 
the University of Rhode Island, Shea 
senior Jaylen Smith should be getting 
ready to defend his 100-meter state title 
at next month’s RIIL state championship 
meet at Brown. Smith is this week’s 
Spumoni’s Italian Seafood Restaurant 
Athlete of the Week for producing one 
of the best athletic resumes in the Valley 
in the last decade. Not only was he one 
of the fastest runners in the state, but 
he was also an elite running back and 
defensive back on the football field.

By JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

BOSTON — As a Boston 
Red Sox beat writer, Chris Co-
tillo found himself with a lot 
of spare time after the baseball 
season was suspended, and a 
nagging desire to help those af-
fected by the coronavirus pan-
demic.

He didn’t have any medical 
training or a secret stash of N95 
masks. What he did have was 
a collection of signed baseball 
cards and pictures he accumulat-
ed as an autograph-hawking teen.

On his Twitter account with 
more than 40,000 followers, he 
began auctioning his prized Mike 
Trout card and others in exchange 
for donations to charity. 

In the month since his initial 
tweet on Easter Sunday, Cotillo 
sold more than 350 items and 
raised over $57,000 for 35-plus 
organizations such as the Great-
er Boston Food Bank. Inspired 
by him, others on the Boston 
sports scene have brought the 
total close to $100,000.

See RED SOX, page B2

Submitted photo
Cumberland senior Shane Calabro, seen here sitting in the Tuck-
er Field dugout with his graduation gown on, is still holding out 
hope for an American Legion baseball season.

Looking to the future

Submitted photo
Davies senior T.J. Lach (3) hasn’t won a lot of games during his career with the Patriots, but the football and baseball player truly 
enjoyed his time at the Lincoln school. Lach was a standout wide receiver and the baseball team’s top hitter the last two years.

Davies senior Lach, of Pawtucket, focused on 
life after high school following cancellation

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN  —  Ask anyone who 
knows him – T.J. Lach is a man of 
mighty few words.

That’s why it’s so difficult to get a 
read on his feelings about the Davies 
Tech varsity baseball season being 
canceled late last month due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Lach, a senior mainstay at short-
stop, had been looking forward to 
leading a “new-look” Patriots’ squad 
this spring with a singular goal: Make 
the playoffs for the first time in eons. 
Instead, his athletic career will end 

with fond memories not only on the 
diamond but the gridiron as well.

Lach, was perhaps the brightest star 
in head coach Henry Cabral’s first var-
sity football program last fall.

Ask Lach his reaction to the news 
there would be, in fact, no baseball cam-

paign, he sighed, “Y-e-e-e-a-a-h,” then 
“Coming off football, I was so anxious 
to play baseball. I wanted to ride that 
momentum, have even more fun and 
success because it was my last season.

See LACH, page B3

Calabro knew 
there wouldn’t be 
a baseball season
Cumberland shortstop still 
holding out hope for summer

I wanted so badly to play. We had been in the gym 
(this winter), and we had started practicing, and we 
were all excited to get it going. We were all ready 
to go, and then ‘Boom.’ It felt like it was just ripped 
from us. We were all upset.”

— Davies senior T.J. Lach

MLB

Cotillo raises over $57,000
Red Sox beat writer auctions off autograph collection

File photo
A signed Xander Bogaerts jersey was auctoined off for 
charity for $1,000 by Red Sox beat writer Chris Cotillo.
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SENIOR SALUTEMLB

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS
Sonny Gray (Reds), Sandy Alcan-

tara (Marlins) and Chris Paddack (Pa-
dres) all start for teams that struggle 
to score runs. With the DH, managers 
might let them stay in longer, instead 
of pulling them for a pinch-hitter.

Yasiel Puig doesn’t have a team. 
He combined for 24 homers and 84 
RBIs with Cincinnati and Cleveland 
last year and remains a free agent.

Matt Adams (Mets), Logan Morri-
son (Brewers) and Greg Bird (Rang-
ers) signed minor league deals in the 
offseason and, if they prove they’ve 
still got pop, could be low-priced 
options. NL rosters were pretty full 
when the shutdown came in March, 
but now there figures to be rejigger-
ing.

SPEAKING OF STATS
For every entertaining home run 

trot by the likes of a Bartolo Colon, 
don’t forget: Pitchers hit a whopping 
.128 overall last year. NL twirlers 
were better at the dish – they hit .131, 
while their AL counterparts flailed at 
.087.

There aren’t many like Shohei 
Ohtani out there. Nelson Cruz, Edwin 
Encarnación, J.D. Martinez and Mi-
guel Cabrera are easy DH fits in the 
AL. The NL side will be more of a 
scramble.

With extra playoff teams, no doubt 
guys like Jorge Soler, Daniel Vogel-
bach and Corey Dickerson could be-
come trade targets come October or 
whenever the deal deadline is set.

The move to NL DHs will surely 
wind up sacrificing one part of the 
game that traditionalists love to tout: 
bunting.

NL teams put down an average of 
35 sacrifice bunts last year, led by the 
Dodgers with a majors-high 55 (they 
also led the NL with 279 home runs). 
AL teams averaged just 16, and the 
Angels had the fewest with only four.

Pitchers bunt the most – when they 
disappear from the plate, so will a big 
piece of strategy that’s been around 
forever.
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Lach
Continued from page B1

“I was so upset when I 
found out,” he added. “I 
wanted so badly to play. We 
had been in the gym (this 
winter), and we had started 
practicing, and we were all 
excited to get it going. We 
were all ready to go, and then 
‘Boom.’ It felt like it was just 
ripped from us. We were all 
upset.”

Skipper Justin Medeiros 
had been curious to see how 
Lach would improve after 
such a stellar year playing 
football.

“He had started at short-
stop as a freshman, sopho-
more and junior, but we were 
thinking about putting him in 
left this year,” he confessed. 
“The thing is, we had a good 
young corps of kids coming 
up, so we wanted to put some 
of the upperclassmen on top 
of the defense; we needed to 
strengthen the defense.

“He led the team in hitting 
as a sophomore and junior, 
and last year won the Silver 
Slugger Award for Davies, 
which goes to our top hitter. I 
know all the kids were chomp-
ing at the bit to start playing; 
they wanted to make the (Di-
vision III) playoffs, which we 
haven’t done in quite a while.

“(During the postponement 
portion to the preseason,) we 
were having weekly team 
meetings on Zoom; I was try-
ing to keep the kids up-to-date 
about what was happening 
(on the state level). When the 
news broke, most of the guys 
already knew. I could see their 
faces on the screen, and it was 
pure disappointment.

“I think one of the reasons 
why was they knew they had 
a chance to be pretty good,” 
he continued. “I thought we’d 
surprise some people, as this 

is my third year, and we were 
starting to develop a good nu-
cleus with some athletic kids 
coming in. We had a lot of 
kids with heart and passion 
for the game. They were ma-
turing before our very eyes. 
They wanted to shine – finally 
– in D-III.

“It’s a crying shame. It 
would have been a great year 
for T.J. (and lone fellow se-
nior) Temi Matanmi.”

Lach indicated he’s proba-
bly not working out as much 
as he should be; then again, he 
stated his official sports career 
is now over. He will attend the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island-Lincoln next fall, but 
not before learning more 
about the ironwork industry 
from his uncle. That will be 
his summer job.

“My focus in high school 
was on auto collision work, 
so one of my goals right now 
is to maybe own an auto de-
tailing shop some day,” he 
said. “As for training, I’m still 
doing my daily exercises like 
pushups, playing hoop out-
side with my brother or with 
some buds. If it’s a nice day, 
I’ll be out doing something 
or just relaxing, taking in the 
sun. If not, I’m inside, doing 
schoolwork or playing video 
games.

“Or even listening to music 
or texting.”

He did insist he wouldn’t 
give up sports completely, 
that perhaps someday down 
the road he will sign on with 
an adult baseball or softball 
league, maybe even basket-
ball.

It’s guaranteed he’d excel, 
given his talents on the grid-
iron. Last season, Lack led the 
Pats in catches (37), receiving 
yards (507), touchdowns re-
ceptions (three) and two-point 
conversion receptions (four).

Davies, however, didn’t 
win a game. In fact, Lach’s ju-

nior year on the basepaths, the 
Pats captured only two.

“I need to give a shout-out 
to my high school baseball 
coaches (Medeiros, current 
athletic director Bob Morris 
and his son Cooper); they’ve 
given me some great, incred-
ible times, and a lot of mem-
ories I’ll never forget, even 
though we didn’t win a lot,” 
he noted. “It was still fun.

“Looking back, I had a 
great time playing football, 
too,” he continued. “I didn’t 
get a baseball season as a se-
nior, but I got a first-ever foot-
ball season, so at least I got 
one as a senior. That was so 
cool, playing on Davies’ first 
program.”

Joe Coelho may only be a 
junior pitcher/first baseman, 
but he seems to be taking it 
harder than his upperclass-
men.

“I was crushed for the se-
niors because we really want-
ed to make a run in D-III so 
they could go out as mem-
bers of a winning team,” he 
stated. “Davies hadn’t really 
had a strong playoff team in 
a long time, and we felt like 
we could have ended the 
drought. If I was a senior, 
I know I’d be incredibly 
bummed out, but I’m using 
this canceled season as moti-
vation for next year because 
this could have been us.

“I’ve talked to a lot of 
teammates, and I told them 
we have to go out and win 
that ring for both classes 
(2020 and 2021) next year. 
We need to avenge this sea-
son for them. I was talking 
to Nick Rossi, who’s a junior 
and our center fielder, and I 
told him, ‘We really need to 
tke that next step as seniors. 
We have to give it everything 
we’ve got to go out and make 
us a championship team.”

Lach would have loved to 
achieved that this spring.

Calabro
Continued from page B1

What hurts even more, he would’ve been 
a co-captain with pitcher Brendan Wright, 
who unfortunately underwent Tommy John 
surgery earlier this year.

“I know I was going to play shortstop; 
that’s my position, but I think the coaches 
were thinking about using me in relief as 
well,” Calabro said. “I pitched one game as 
a sophomore and a little playing legion ball 
(for Upper Deck Post 86/14), but Coach Tu-
etken had told me (when all practices were 
canceled with ‘regular’ schooling), ‘Get 
ready. Do some pitching on your own. We’re 
going to need some relievers, so we’ll be 
counting on you.’”

Calabro had so much to achieve his last 
campaign on the CHS diamond. He and his 
fellow upperclassmen hoped to avenge a 
Division I first-round playoff upset loss to 
Ponaganset on the Tucker diamond last May, 
and maybe even surprise some folks by mak-
ing it to the D-I state final.

“I remember that, right after that game, 
I went up to Tyler Provost, Ben Fogell and 
Brendan Wright, looked them square in the 
face and said, “Not next year. No way in 
hell! We will not let this happen again.’” he 
recalled. “The other guys looked at me and 
nodded. We were really upset. That tells you 
how much we were looking forward to this 
season.”

He admitted taking the fall campaign off 
to better prepare not only baseball but the up-
coming basketball season.

“I did some lifting, and I knew all the run-
ning we did in hoop would get me in better 
shape for baseball,” he noted. “I was never 
more pumped up for a season in my whole 
life, to be honest. We knew there were ru-
mors out there (from opposing schools) that 
we were going to be really young and inex-
perienced, but I never viewed it that way.

“We as seniors were hoping we could sur-
prise some people, get something special go-
ing. Then time went by and more time, and 
we were just hoping for a semblance of a 
schedule, like, ‘God, can we play a 12-game 
schedule, or a 10, then some sort of playoff?’ 
but nothing.

“It’s heartbreaking.”
Tuetken admitted he was mighty disap-

pointed as well, as he was looking to see his 
Clippers pull off something historic this year. 
That’s the same every year, pretty much, but 
he wanted big things from this particular 
unit, especially the seniors.

“Shane’s the type of kid, well, he’s such 
a gamer; he’s always ready to go,” Tuetken 
stated. “He’s certainly upset by all this – all 
the guys are – and I’m disappointed I’m 
won’t be watching Shane play at shortstop 
this year. We figured he’s be at or near the 
top of the order because he does all the little 
things right; he can bunt, hit and run, put the 
bat on the ball, etc. He was going to be a run 
scorer for us.”

For the time being, Calabro is trying to 
forget this “Lost Campaign” by focusing 
back on previous CHS athletic highlights 
(he’s got plenty) and also looking ahead. He 

indicated he hasn’t lost hope on a possible 
Legion season with Upper Deck, so remains 
adamant about training nearly every day.

He’s also preparing to play at Rhode Is-
land College as a freshman next late summer 
and fall.

“I played three years of varsity basketball 
and four years of baseball, and I started three, 
which is pretty good, I guess,” he said with 
an uptick in energy. “Coach told you that I 
was probably going to leadoff or bat second 
in the lineup. That makes me feel pretty good; 
that’s what I wanted to try to do anyway.

“Right now, I’m just staying focused on 
baseball,” he continued. “I’m doing some 
extra running and lifting. I wanted so badly 
to go out a winner in (high school) baseball, 
so – hopefully – we can do that if and when 
we have a Legion season.

“There isn’t going to be a Northeast Re-
gional or Legion World Series, so that bums 
me out, but we’d still be able to battle it out 
for a state championship and that would be 
our (Upper Deck’s) third straight. I’m really 
hoping we have that.

“As for going to RIC, I’ve spoken to the 
head coach, Frank Holbrook, and I’m look-
ing forward to playing there. I mean, my 

father (Mike, a UD assistant under Matt Al-
lard) played at Bryant, so I’d love to do what 
he did.”

RIC is a member of the NCAA Division 
III, though that matters little to Calabro.

“What I’m hoping for is just a chance to 
prove myself,” he said. “This (coming) year 
will be a little bit different from last year be-
cause the (RIC) seniors never got a chance to 
play their final year, so they’re being given 
another year of eligibility. They have an ex-
tra year, so I’m going to have to work extra 

hard to make a name for myself.
“I’m going to do everything I can to catch 

the coach’s eye in fall ball. I have to make 
sure I get noticed.”

He had planned on doing most of that 
during his final interscholastic campaign.

“I don’t think the disappointment will 
ever fade away; I’ll remember this for years 
to come,” Calabro said. “What will help is 
graduating, and what will help more is when 
we start playing again. I’m just working on 
getting better every day.

File photo by Ernest A. Brown
Cumberland senior Shane Calabro was expected to not only anchor the team’s defense at shortstop, but he was also going to bat at the top of the 
order. Calabro won’t have the chance to play his senior season with the Clippers, but he does hope to defend the Legion state title with Upper Deck.

File photo
After winning the World Series last season, Nationals veteran Howie Kendrick is likely to see time as a designated hitter this 
season after MLB’s owners proposed a universal DH as part of its proposal to play an 80-game season.

DHs in National League getting ready
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