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CUMBERLAND  —  When 
Shakira DePina first arrived at 
Cumberland High for her senior 
year om September, her plans were 
set in stone.

“First, do cross-country for the 
first time, do the best you can, then 
try to earn All-Division, All-Class 
and All-State in your specialties 
during the indoor and outdoor track 
seasons,” she told herself. “From 
there, have a blast at assorted par-
ties and events with your class-
mates, go to the prom, then happily 
graduate as a decorated student-ath-
lete in June.”

Pretty simple, right? Wrong, as 
it all fell apart due to the eruption 
of the coronavirus and resulting 
s c h o o l /
s p o r t s /
bus ines s 
closures.

It all 
started for 
DePina in early March, less than 
two weeks after she had clinched 
sixth in the 600 meters (1:45.03) at 
the indoor state championship meet 
at the Providence Career & Techni-
cal Academy fieldhouse. (The week 
before that, at the Class A meet, she 
actually hustled to a PR clocking of 
1:43.67 to snag second).

That’s when she discovered she 
would not be attending the New 
Balance National Indoors at The 
Armory in New York City because 
they had been canceled.

See DePINA, page B3
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Cumberland senior Shakira DePina had goals for all three running seasons, but she never had the chance to achieve her goals in outdoor and outdoor track 
because of the pandemic. The cancellation drove the Clipper to reach out to coaches at American University to run for the school next season.

“I would have run the 
4x800 relay (with Liz 
Pickering, Olivia Belt 
and Grace Carr), but 
when they said they 
wouldn’t hold it, I was 
devastated – we all 
were.”

— Shakira DePina

BLESSING IN DISGUISE

By JON BAKER 
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com 

NORTH PROVIDENCE — This 
is just how badly Rochelle Reaux 
wanted to play softball this spring: 

“If I could, if I had a choice, I 
would actually trade both a prom 
night and graduation day to have 
had a season,” stated the would-be 
starting third baseman for the Davies 
Tech varsity team, in reference to its 
cancellation. “I would, basically, be-
cause it was my last year. I’m a se-
nior, and it was my last chance, one 
I’ll never get again. 

“I had big dreams of having a 

great season,” she added. “I want-
ed to do a better job defensively at 
third, and I wanted to have more hits. 
I also was thinking, way deep down, 
‘God, I want us to make the playoffs, 
maybe even win a surprise champi-
onship.’ Obviously, that would have 
been super hard, but it doesn’t hurt 
to dream. 

“I would choose a season over the 
prom or graduation because I feel 
softball betters me physically and 
mentally. I miss it more than the oth-
er two.” 

Reaux (pronounced RAY-oh) 
claimed being all pumped up prior to 
the campaign’s plug being pulled due 

to the coronavirus outbreak, that she 
had spent significant time this winter 
and early spring training for it. 

“When I wasn’t working at Provi-
dence Place Mall, I’d go out running, 
I’d go to the gym and do a lot of 
stairs, lift, try to condition my legs,” 
she noted. “I mean, I was going to be 
a four-year starter, and I wanted to 
go out on a really high note. 

“Now, sometimes I’ll come 
across some old pictures or some 
old newspaper stories, and I’ll 
think, ‘Man, that should have been 
us this year. 

See REAUX, page B4

Reaux would trade it all for  
final season on diamond
Davies senior ‘dreamed’ of winning D-II championship

Submitted photo
Davies senior third baseman Rochelle Reaux would give up prom and grad-
uation for the chance to play her final softball season.

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

The Belmont Stakes will be run 
June 20 in New York without fans 
and serve as the opening leg of horse 
racing’s Triple Crown for the first 
time in the sport’s history.

The New York Racing Associ-

ation on Tuesday unveiled the re-
scheduled date for the Belmont, 
which will also be contested at a 
shorter distance than usual. The 
2020 Belmont will be 1 1/8 miles 
instead of the 1 1/2-mile “test of the 
champion” that has been the race’s 
trademark for almost a century.

“The Belmont Stakes is a New 

York institution that will provide 
world-class entertainment for 
sports fans during these challenging 
times,” NYRA president and CEO 
Dave O’Rourke said. “While this 
will certainly be a unique running 
of this historic race, we are grate-
ful to be able to hold the Belmont 
Stakes in 2020.”

This is the first time the Belmont 
will lead off the Triple Crown ahead 
of the Kentucky Derby and Preak-
ness. The Kentucky Derby was 
moved from May 2 to Sept. 5 and 
the Preakness from May 16 to Oct. 3 
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

See BELMONT, page B3

Belmont set for June 20 without fans; leads off Triple Crown
HORSE RACING

Kentucky Derby, 
Preakness moved 
to later in the 
racing calendar 
due to COVID-19

DePina pushed 
to compete at 
American after 
season stopped
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DARLINGTON, S.C. — When-
ever Joey Logano doesn’t cross the 
finish line first at a NASCAR Cup 
Series race he says he tends to have 
the same thought: “Golly, I wish I 
could do that again.”

The 2018 NASCAR champion 
and rest of the field will get to do 
it again: They will run the Toyo-
ta 500 (that kiliometers, not miles) 
on Wednesday night at Darlington 
Raceway just three days after the 
sport got back to racing after 10 
weeks away due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

NASCAR teams are creatures of 
habit with a well-worn routine of 
mechanical sessions, strategy meet-
ings and track breakdowns and ten-
dencies for wherever they’re headed. 

While each season typically sees 
a Monday race due to bad weather, 
the pandemic has forced NASCAR 
to add a couple of weeknights into 
its schedule as it tries to make up the 

eight races it missed.
This will be NASCAR’s first Cup 

Series race on a Wednesday night in 
36 years — and that one was pret-
ty historic as Richard Petty won his 
200th career Cup race at Daytona 
International Speedway’s Firecrack-
er 400 on July 4, 1984. 

Cup regulars will race at least 
five times over the next two weeks, 
including Sunday’s return to racing 
at Darlington. Kevin Harvick led 
the most laps on the way to his 
50th career victory. Like that one, 
Wednesday’s race at 6 p.m. will be 
without fans and with only essen-
tial personnel inside. 

“I barely saw anyone all day” 
after getting into the car, Logano 
said. 

Logano’s teammate, Brad Ke-
selowski, said the nighttime start 
and varying weather conditions 
will make the track “Too Tough 
To Tame” a different animal and 
prevent drivers from just rub-

ber-stamping Sunday’s plans for 
the second race back. 

“I’m sure it will have a differ-
ent feel,” he said. 

NASCAR great Donnie Alli-
son believes competitors will feel 
different getting back behind the 
wheel for competition so quickly. 
Allison, 80, won 10 times in 242 
Cup events from 1966 until 1988. 
“I think I ran about every day of 
the week,” he joked by phone. 

It was certainly a more rough-
and-tumble time when Allison be-
gan with weeknight races just part 
of the Grand National Series, the 
forerunner of the Cup Series. 

He remembers in the late 1960s 
racing in Maryland on Wednes-
day, Georgia on Friday and North 
Carolina on Saturday, the last a 
400-lap event on a rugged dirt 
track. 

Allison was so worn down by 
the schedule, he said, “I couldn’t 
sit up.” 

Allison thinks today’s racers 
are certainly fit enough to handle 
additional track time. The strug-
gle might come mentally without 
time to adequately decompress. 

“We’re going to find out who’s 
got the best mind over matter,” 
Allison said. 

There are a few ironmen who 
want even more racing: defending 
Cup champion Kyle Busch plans 
on running four Cup, two Xfinity 
and a truck race at Darlington and 
Charlotte from May 17-28. 

Chase Elliott, who finished 
fourth Sunday, liked not having 
any practices to test things out and 
just going racing. And the mid-
week racing reminds the 24-year-
old of how he got started in youth 
racing, running whenever and 
wherever he could. 

“Hopefully, we can kind of 
make this a trend and get back to 
our roots,” he said. 

It’s a trend plenty of race fans 

might enjoy, Darlington President 
Kerry Tharp said. A midweek race 
or two might be a kick to long-
time fans and perhaps destination 
viewing like Monday night NFL 
games or Thursday night college 
football. 

“I think it’s something they can 
be excited about,” Tharp said. 

For now, NASCAR’s best will 
manage without fans, families 
and perhaps even complete staffs 
they’d been used to before the 
pandemic. 

Logano joked that when he was 
suiting up before Sunday’s race, 
he had two left shoes out instead 
of one of each. After finding a 
backup right shoe, he finished 
18th in the race and is thrilled to 
get another chance at a win. 

“Yeah, we only a couple of 
days to turn this thing around and 
come back down here,” he said. 
“But we’ve never really had the 
opportunity to come right back.”

Reaux
Continued from page B1

“We should be out there 
playing,’” she added. “I also 
wish I didn’t have to be in 
this house all the time, but I 
have to – we all have to – for 
safety reasons. I also want-
ed to play so badly because 
high school softball is the 
only thing I do. I don’t play 
for a club or travel team like 
other girls 

“That makes (the cancella-
tion) even worse. I don’t have 
(playing) to look forward to 
later.” 

Undaunted, though, Reaux 
is trying to make the best of 
a difficult situation. That’s 
why she’s continuing to train 
(though she admits not as 
much as she was), look back 
at a certain positive element 
of her senior year and glimpse 
ahead at her not-so-distant fu-
ture. 

First, in the fall, Reaux de-
cided to register for the Patri-
ots’ first-ever girls volleyball 
program, and – as she expect-
ed – fell in love with it. 

“I’ve always wanted to 
play and see what it was like, 
but I never had the oppor-
tunity; I never played for a 
club team,” she said. “When 
Davies offered it, I jumped at 
the chance. Even before that, 
though, I would watch college 
volleyball matches on televi-
sion or I’d call up instruction-
al videos on You Tube. 

“I really enjoyed playing, 
drilling the ball down (as an 
outside hitter), being a mem-
ber of a brand new team, be-
ing part of something new. 
Being a senior, I was able to 
lead the younger girls and 
teach them, even though I 
didn’t have a ton of experi-
ence myself. 

“If I have a best memory 
in my sports career at Da-
vies, it was my Senior Night 
for volleyball; part of that is 
because I unfortunately nev-

er got one for softball,” she 
continued. “It was against 
Times2 Academy, and we 
lost, but my family came to 
see me and cheer me on. 

“My teammates also made 
it really special for all of us 
seniors; you could tell they 
put a lot of time and effort 
into it. They made posters for 
each of us, and they all signed 
them. The coach (Shanelle 
Reilly) and underclassmen 
gave us all flowers and gift 
bags, which (contained) a 
brand new volleyball and 
candy and snacks. That was 
something else. It made us all 
feel so good.” 

As for her future, she’s 
spending a lot of time prepar-
ing to attend Kentucky State 

University in Frankfurt. She 
chose to attend that school, 
she said, because she was 
offered an academic scholar-
ship, and, frankly, fell in love 
with the school. She is uncer-
tain if she will try to walk on 
the varsity squad. 

“It’s beautiful,” she said. 
‘It’s a historically black col-
lege, one with a lot of prestige. 
Right now, my idea to ma-
jor in computer science; I’d 
someday like to be involved 
in cyber security. I’ve always 
been interested in software 
development since I was very 
young, probably third grade. 
It’s something that continual-
ly keeps me intrigued because 
it’s always changing. 

“I’m super-excited about 

going to college; I can’t wait. 
I want to meet new people, be 
in a new environment and do 
new things. I think I’m even 
more pumped up for this now 
than I ordinarily would be be-
cause it helps me forget the 
pain of not having a softball 
season. I wanted to prove so 
much; prove that I could be a 
really good player.” 

Softball coach Bob Morris 
expected terrific things from 
one his team leaders as well. 

“She used to tell m all the 
time how excited she was 
about the softball season,” 
Morris said. “In fact, she’d 
even do that while she was 
playing volleyball. You could 
tell she had improved since 
last year; that’s why I said it 

looked like she’d be the start-
er at third. 

“Her defense had gotten 
much better, and her hitting 
had improved. The thing 
about her, she’s not a very vo-
cal leader, but instead leads by 
example. She always does the 
right thing, and is just a really 
good kid. My heart goes out 
to her and the other players. 
We were all really looking 
forward to softball.” 

Reaux explained she’s 
dealing with her massive dis-
appointment by trying to stay 
busy. She admits she can’t 
wait to get back to work – nat-
urally, her employer has yet to 
reopen – so she will partake 
in her hobby of painting with 
acrylics, or do some kickbox-

ing, with or without her older 
brother. 

“I’ve taken some class-
es before, and I like it, so 
I’ll either go downstairs and 
work on the bag in my base-
ment or run upstairs and so 
some moves in my room; it 
helps me relieve stress,” she 
laughed. “It helps a lot, helps 
me pass the time.” 

As of now, she’s still work-
ing hard trying to complete all 
of her schoolwork, and look-
ing forward to Davies Tech’s 
“Diploma Pickup Day” on 
June 12. 

“I’m excited about that,” 
she said. “I should be able to 
see some of my friends there 
before I leave for school 
around Aug. 14.” 

SENIOR SALUTE

AUTO RACING

Wednesday primetime hits NASCAR for first time since ’84
Darlington hosts second race in four days as Sprint Cup plays catchup on season
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Davies senior Rochelle Reaux (left), standing next to teammate Vanessa Narciso (right), wanted to get the Patriots back to the playoffs this season.
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