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Special master to 
be named to handle 
former train station

PAWTUCKET – The cit-
ies of Pawtucket and Central 
Falls are taking action to ap-
point a special master for the 
property of the old Pawtucket/
Central Falls Train Station on 
Broad Street through a filing 
in Superior Court.

The cities hope that this 
move will allow the special 
master to take control of the 
property, preserve the deterio-
rating building and report the 
current status of all safety and 
code violations and how to ad-
dress them.

The train station has re-
mained closed permanently 
since 1959, in part because of 

the deteriorating condition of 
the building, which is located 
on Barton and Broad streets 
near the city line.

Since then, the site has 
been considered for various 
development projects over the 
years, including a residential 
development in 1972, was 
considered for the National 
Register of Historic Places in 
1984 before being deferred 
due to the state of the proper-
ty, and was only used in part 
in 2005 for commercial space.

“We are saddened to see 
this property in such disarray,”

See STATION, page A2

Furtado, Afonseca named top 
scholars for Davies Class of ‘21

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Erik Furtado and 
Kayla Afonseca recently found them-
selves in quite a dilemma.

On the one hand, they’re thrilled to 
have captured respective valedictori-
an and salutatorian honors at the Wil-
liam M. Davies Jr. Career & Technical 
High School, but on the other, with 
the laurel comes the task of writing – 
and reading – a speech for graduation, 
which is slated for June 15.

“I haven’t written it yet; I’m very 
nervous,” said Furtado, who finished 

tops in the Class of 2021 with a GPA 
of 4.439. “I’m worried about getting 
stage fright, plus I don’t know what to 
talk about.”

Afonseca, the academic runner-up 
with a 4.313 GPA: “I’m really scared 
of public speaking; it’s just not my 
style, but it’s such an honor to be able 
to speak at graduation, and I’m so hap-
py I’m salutatorian.”

A member of the National Hon-
or Society, Furtado excelled in the 
Graphics & Interactive Media pro-
gram at Davies.

“My favorite part about going to 
Davies is the shops; the idea of pre-

paring students for the future while 
they’re in high school is something 
that more schools should adopt,” he 
said. “Shops allowed for me to have 
a class I was fully interested in and 
invested in because I wanted to learn 
more.

“The opportunity to take shop 
classes and get certifications for those 
fields has allowed every student at Da-
vies to get a leg up on other people. 
Like with me, I’m leaving Davies with 
two certifications that many people in 
the graphic design industry are going 

See DAVIES, page A3

Submitted photos
Valedictorian Erik Furtado, left, and Salutatorian Kayla Afon-
seca have been named the top scholars from the Davies 
Technical High School Class of 2021. Furtado is the son of 
Carlos and Esther Furtado. He’ll attend Johnson & Wales 
University to study graphic design. Afonseca, the daughter 
of Durval Afonseca and Dulce Xavier, will attend Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute and study computer science. 
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BASEBALL

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Moments after embrac-
ing former Boston captain Zdeno Chara in the 
handshake line, Patrice Bergeron acknowl-
edged he hadn’t thought much about what was 
different about winning his first series with the 
“C” on his chest.

For Bergeron and the Bruins, it was just an-
other step forward.

“We’re a team where it feels special to win 
together, everyone chipping in and contribut-
ing,” he said. “I’m just happy we got the win 
and we finished it off and we can look forward 
and move on to round two.”

They’re moving on to face either the Pitts-

burgh Penguins or New York Islanders after 
steamrolling the Washington Capitals in five 
games. Three went to overtime, including Bos-
ton’s only loss in the series opener, but as the 
games went on it was clear which team was su-
perior.

“Game by game we got better,” said goal-
tender Tuukka Rask, who stopped 159 of 169 
shots. “We had everybody going, which was 
huge. Everybody contributed, offensively, de-
fensively. We did a lot of little things right. I 
think that probably ended up being the differ-
ence. We were just a better team all around.”

It didn’t used to be that way between the Bru-
ins and Capitals. 

See BRUINS, page B3

STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS

Washington Post photo
The line of, from left to right, Patrick Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak were the 
difference in Sunday night’s Game 5 victory to eliminate the Capitals. Boston will play either 
the Islanders or Penguins in the Cup quarterfinals.

Bruins proved to be dominant
Boston controlled every facet of series with Washington

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — When the time came 
for Taylor Gaspar to truly sink his teeth into 
the college baseball recruiting process, he 
turned to a fellow member of the St. Raphael 
Academy baseball family.

Turns out this valuable resource played 
at a high level in college before going on to 
enjoy a 14-year ride in Major League Base-
ball. Gaspar’s association with the Bandits 
Baseball Club – a travel outfit that’s based in 
Pawtucket – afforded him the opportunity to 
strike up a key relationship with Chris Ian-
netta, the former SRA standout who retired 
from the big leagues last August.

Many times, Iannetta ventured to War-

wick to keep his catching and hitting skills
sharp under the direction of those who over-
see the R.I. Baseball Institute. During the
winter months when Iannetta was busy gear-
ing up for the upcoming season, youngsters
such as Gaspar were afforded the chance to
mingle and pick the brain of a pro baseball
player through their association with the
Bandits.

“This past year, myself and Chris actual-
ly got pretty close. He’s down [at the Base-
ball Institute] quite a lot,” said Gaspar. “We 
would talk in the office about my future. He 
helped me recover from my surgery ... train-
ing, running, and throwing. He helped get my 
name out there.”

See GASPAR, page B3

Photo by Brendan McGair
St. Raphael senior Taylor Gaspar, sitting, signed his National Letter of Intent to play baseball at 
Stonehill. He was joined at the signing ceremony by, from left to right, St. Raphael principal Dan 
Richard, SRA coach Tom “Saar” Sorrentine and SRA assistant coach Joey Wilson.

Raiders sweep away Warriors

Photos by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com
Shea/Tolman co-op pitcher Madison Gibbons, bottom right, hurled her team to a series sweep of Darisel Velez, bottom left, and the Warriors 
on Monday afternoon. The Raiders secured a 17-6 mercy-rule win at the Higginson Avenue Sports Complex to improve to 4-2 in Division IV.

Learning from an SRA legend
Gaspar used time with former major leaguer
Iannetta to propel him to Division II Stonehill

Knights get 
revenge

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE — If there was one element
that concerned the Mount St. Charles baseball
team heading into its two-game series against
Division I opponent Central, it was the Knights’
ability to create havoc on the basepaths.

In the series opener on Saturday, MSC 
held Central in check with catcher Alec Rizzi 
throwing out two would-base base stealers in 
a 4-3 win for Mount. In Monday’s rematch, 
Central stole eight bases – a hefty sum that 
helped the Knights cruise to a 12-3 victory.

The pressure that was applied by Central 
forced MSC’s pitchers to make perfect pitch-
es. Unfortunately, a few of them were sent 
screaming around the ball field that’s located 
next door to the Providence Career & Techni-
cal Academy field house.  

See SPLIT, page B3

Central earns split of season
series with Mounties

Belleavoine hurls
Sentinels past
Cumberland

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

CUMBERLAND — The reality more than
lived up to the hype.

Cumberland ace Michael Clapprood knew 
he was going to have to have his best stuff 
of the season with Smithfield ace righty Matt 
Belleavoine toeing the slab for the talented 
Sentinels in Monday’s Division I showdown.

The Clippers, who just two days earlier
handed the Sentinels their first loss of the sea-
son, battled back from an early deficit to tie
the game in the fifth inning, but Belleavoine
proved to be just a little better.

See DUEL, page B6

Shea shuts 
down 

Warriors

SPORTS, B1

Raiders look 
dominant against 

Central Falls

Making 
take-out 
healthier

HEALTH, A2

Follow these tips to 
make fast food more 
healthy

Casinos place big bet as Las Vegas 
prepares for June 1 reopening

Laurie McGinley
The Washington Post

LAS VEGAS – Fred Campbell plans 
to head here in early June with an am-
bitious goal: to build a flawless 26-foot 
wall, with 800 bricks, in an hour. That 
will be enough, he figures, to make him 
the world champion of bricklaying for 
a record fourth time and secure his rep-
utation as a masonry superstar.

“It’s going to happen,” said Camp-
bell, a mason from Greeneville, Tenn. 
“It’s set in stone.”

But a more critical test looms. World 
of Concrete – the convention that is 
staging the bricklaying competition – 
is the first large, in-person trade show 
scheduled in the United States since 
the coronavirus pandemic began. The 
stakes are high, even for a city accus-
tomed to high stakes.

“Everyone has their eyes on this,” 
said Tommy Blitsch, director of trade 
shows and conventions for the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters and 
principal officer of Local 631 in Las 
Vegas.

If the show hosts tens of thousands 
of attendees without a major problem, 
such as a virus outbreak, it will be a 
milestone, signaling the revival of the 
convention business across the country, 
Blitsch said. But if there is a big snag 

or people stay away, it could be a set-
back for cities such as Chicago, Los 
Angeles and Miami, and especially Las 
Vegas, where tourism is rebounding 
but big-spending business travelers are 
scarce.

“Las Vegas is like a Ferrari and the 
trade shows and conventions are the 
engine,” Blitsch said. “You can have a 
really nice shiny Ferrari, but it won’t go 

very far with a four-cylinder engine.”
By any measure, the risks involved 

in holding a big trade show are much 
lower than they have been in more than 
a year.

Cases of covid-19, the disease 
caused by the coronavirus, are declin-
ing. World of Concrete plans several 

See VEGAS, page A2

A group of bicycle riders passes Fremont Street in downtown Las Vegas in mid-May. 

PAWTUCKET – The Nar-
ragansett Bay Commission 
(NBC) has selected Kimberly 
Heon, a second-grade teach-
er at Agnes Little Elementa-
ry School, as its 2020-2021 
NBC Watershed Explorer En-
vironmental Educator of the 
Year. The NBC’s Watershed 
Explorers program provides 
hands-on water quality edu-
cation to students in grades 
2-5 and has wone numerous
national awards for excel-
lence.

Heon, a 30-year veteran 
of the Pawtucket system, has 
participated in the NBC’s Wa-
tershed Explorer program for 
over fifteen years, engaging 
her students in hands-on wa-
ter quality science and weav-
ing important environmental 
lessons into other parts of her 

curriculum to reinforce her 
students’ knowledge of key 
environmental science con-
cepts.

NBC Environmental Ed-
ucation Coordinator Cynthia 
Morissette presented Heon 
with inaugural award during 
Teacher Appreciation Week. 
“I am extremely proud to 
present the first NBC Water-
shed Explorer Educator of the 
Year Award to Mrs. Heon,” 
Morissette said. “She is an ex-
ceptional educator who works 
tirelessly to create the most 
comprehensive educational 
experiences for her students. 
Her compassion and dedica-
tion, ensuring that all students 
love learning is what makes 
her so special.”

See TEACHER, page A2

Submitted photo
Kimberly Heon, a second-grade teacher at Agnes Little Elemen-
tary School, was recently named Environmental Educator of the 
Year by the Narragansett Bay Commission.

Teacher honored 
for environmental 
education
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POLICE LOG
THURSDAY, MAY 20

At 2 p.m., police took into 
custody Edwin C. Greene, 41, 
of 59 Thackeray St. (Apt. 3), 
Providence, for reckless driv-
ing and other offenses against 
public/law enforcement of-
ficers and driving with a re-
voked or suspended license 
near New England Tractor 
Trailer, 600 Moshassuck Val-
ley Industrial Hwy.

At 2:27 p.m., officers ar-
rested Terrell W. Patriquin, 27, 
of 18 Park St. (Apt. 2), Cen-
tral Falls, for failure to appear/
answer summons at 81 School 
St.

FRIDAY, MAY 21
At 10:52 a.m., Jassica L. 

Fernandes, 36, of 42 Hicks 
St., Pawtucket, was charged 
with failure to appear/answer 
summons down the street 
from her home.

At 12:35 p.m., police ar-
rested Carl R. Andrews, 34, 
of 448 Pawtucket Ave. (Apt. 
2), Pawtucket, for domestic 
vandalism/malicious injury 
to property (third offense) and 
domestic disorderly conduct 
on Humboldt Avenue. Eight 
minutes later, at the same lo-
cation, they leveled charges 

of cyberstalking and cyber-
harassment prohibited (subse-
quent offense), domestic dis-
orderly conduct and failure to 
appear/answer summons.

At 3:46 p.m., officers took 
into custody Richard P. Di-
Fonzo, 27, of School Street, 
Pawtucket, for failure to ap-
pear/answer summons at po-
lice headquarters.

At 8:31 p.m., Kelon T. Kil-
gore, 40, of 105 Sumter St. 
(second floor), Providence, 
was charged with driving with 
a suspended or revoked li-
cense (third-plus offense) and 
failure to appear/answer sum-
mons on Humboldt Avenue.

At 9:52 p.m., Geovanni R. 
Argueta Vaquero, 43, of 119 
Senate St., Pawtucket, was 
charged with domestic simple 
assault and battery and do-
mestic disorderly conduct.

SATURDAY, MAY 22
At 9:10 a.m., police ar-

rested Timothy L. Almeida, 
40, of 100 Edgemere Road, 
Pawtucket, for domestic sim-
ple assault and battery and do-
mestic disorderly conduct.

At 10:28 a.m., police 
took into custody Emilio Y. 
Linebarger, 30, of 33 Tower 
St., Pawtucket, for domestic 

simple assault and battery, 
domestic vandalism/graffiti/
malicious injury to property, 
domestic disorderly conduct 
and violation of a no-contact 
order at 596 Newport Ave.

At 7:58 p.m., officers ar-
rested Randy A. Rodriguez, 
21, of 652 Armistice Blvd. 
(first floor), Pawtucket, fol-
lowing an investigation by de-
tectives at Prospect Heights.

At 8:05 p.m., Christian Ro-
driguez, 21, of 560 Prospect 
Heights, (Apt. 361), Paw-
tucket, was charged after an 
investigation by detectives at 
Prospect Heights.

SUNDAY, MAY 23
At 2:15 p.m., officers took 

into custody Moises L. De-
dios, 25, of 560 Prospect 
Heights (Apt. 203), Pawtuck-
et, for domestic simple assault 
and battery, domestic disor-
derly conduct and domestic 
vandalism/graffiti/malicious 
injury to property.

At 4:09 a.m., police arrest-
ed Ryan Kaiser, 28, of Paw-
tucket, for vandalism and dis-
orderly conduct at Walgreen’s, 
100 Broad St.

At 1:28 p.m., Michael Co-
lon, 21, of 8 Lonsdale School 
St., Lincoln, was charged with 

domestic violence/criminal 
violation of a no-contact order 
(third-plus offense) and failure 
to appear/answer summons on 
Myrtle Street.

At 9:04 p.m., police took 
into custody Roberto Arroyo 
Soto, 45, of 570 Benefit St., 
Pawtucket, for violation of 
a no-contact order and two 
counts of failure to appear/an-
swer summons.

At 9:46 p.m., Juan Giraldo, 
35, of 85 Margaret St., Paw-
tucket, was charged with do-
mestic vandalism/graffiti/ma-
licious injury to property and 
domestic disorderly conduct 
on Margaret Street.

At 11:34 p.m., officers ar-
rested Heather M. Catterall, 
42, of 39 Oak St., Cranston, 
for domestic disorderly con-
duct on Park Street.

At 11:50 p.m., police ar-
rested Renso A. Acevedo, 34, 
of 2 Nickerson St. (Apt. 1), 
Pawtucket, for domestic sim-
ple assault and battery and do-
mestic disorderly conduct.

MONDAY, MAY 24
At 12:49 a.m., officers took 

into custody Tyshon Ashe, 
25, of 121 Garfield St. (Apt. 
2B), Central Falls, for reck-
less driving and other offenses 

against law enforcement/pub-
lic officers and obstruction of 
an officer in the execution of 
duty on Main Street.

At 4:18 a.m., Devon Mar-
tinez, 31, of 15 Carmen St., 
Dorchester, for domestic sim-
ple assault and battery and do-
mestic disorderly conduct on 
Branch Street.

At 9:03 a.m., Willy Medi-
na, 38, of 69 Trenton St. (Apt. 
1), Pawtucket, was charged 
with domestic simple assault 
and battery and domestic dis-
orderly conduct on Glenwood 
Avenue.

A Prayer To The
Blessed Virgin
(never known to fail)

	 Oh	most	beautiful	 flower	of	Mt.	
Carmel,	 Fruitful	 Vine,	 Splendour	
of	Heaven,	Blessed	Mother	of	the	
Son	 of	 God,	 Immaculate	 Virgin,	
assist	me	in	this,	my	necessity.	Oh	
Star	of	the	Sea,	help	me	and	show	
me	 here	 you	 are	 my	 mother.	 O	
Holy	Mary,	Mother	of	God,	Queen	
of	 Heaven	 and	 Earth,	 I	 humbly	
beseech	 you	 from	 the	 bottom	
of	 my	 heart	 to	 secure	me	 in	my	
necessity	 (make	 request).	 There	
are	none	that	can	withstand	your	
power.	O	Mary	conceived	without	
sin,	pray	for	us	who	have	recourse	
to	thee	(3	times).	Holy	Mary,	I	place	
this	cause	in	your	hands	(3	times).	
Say	 this	prayer	 for	3	consecutive	
days	 and	 then	 you	must	 publish	
it	 and	 it	 will	 be	 granted	 to	 you.	
Thank	you	Holy	Mother.

K.M.

COUNCIL DISTRICT #5
SPECIAL DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

JUNE 8, 2021
SPECIAL ELECTION JULY 6, 2021

POLLING LOCATION
WOODLAWN COMMUNITY CENTER

210 WEST AVE.

POLLS OPEN 7:00 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M.

NOTE- THIS IS THE ONLY POLLING 
LOCATION THAT WILL BE OPENED FOR 

THESE TWO ELECTIONS.

EARLY VOTING STARTS AT PAWTUCKET 
CITY HALL ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2021 

FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.

DISTRITO DEL CONSEJO # 5
PRIMARIA DEMOCRATICA ESPECIAL 8 DE

JUNIO DE 2021
ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL 6 DE JULIO DE 2021

LUGAR DE VOTACIÓN
CENTRO COMUNITARIO DE 

WOODLAWN  210 WEST AVE.

ENCUESTAS ABIERTAS 7:00 A.M. HASTA 
8:00 P.M.

NOTA: ESTE ES EL ÚNICO LUGAR DE
VOTACIÓN QUE ESTARÁ ABIERTO PARA ESTAS 

DOS ELECCIONES.
LA VOTACIÓN TEMPRANA COMIENZA EN 
LA MUNICIPALIDAD DE PAWTUCKET EL 

MIÉRCOLES 19 DE MAYO DE 2021
DESDE 8:30 A.M. HASTA LAS 4:30 P.M.

Father’s Day Remembrance

SYLVIO D. 
SMITH

January 4, 1948 - March 20, 2005
Forget you, Dad, we never will

We loved you then and always will.
till memory fades and life departs
You’ll live forever in our hearts.

Love Always,
Your Loving Children,
Peter, Sandy & Sarah

PH
OT

O

A Father’s Day Remembrance 
For Our Dads That Are Gone 

But Not Forgotten

Please call or e-mail us to 
place your

Father’s Day Remembrance.
Contact Christina at

401-767-8503
or

obits@woonsocketcall.com

Publish your Fathers 
Day remembrance 
on Saturday, June 
19 in The Times or 
Sunday, June 20 in 

The Call
Deadline: Wed., June 16

Your 1x3 ad with a 
photo and thoughts 

for just $3000

REGION IN BRIEF

Massachusetts man gets 40 years 
on child porn convictions

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) — A Mas-
sachusetts man who made and traded child 
pornography online has been sentenced to 40 
years in a federal prison.

Jonathan Monson, 39, of Granby, was sen-
tenced in federal court in Springfield on Fri-
day, according to a statement Monday from 
the U.S. attorney’s office in Boston.

He was convicted by a jury in October of 
four counts of sexual exploitation of a minor, 
eight counts of distribution of child pornogra-
phy, two counts of receipt of child pornogra-
phy and possession of child pornography.

Monson produced sexually explicit imag-
es and videos of a child on four occasions in 
2017 and 2018, prosecutors said. The images 
and videos were found on his cellphone.

He also traded child pornography videos 
on social media in the early morning hours 
just hours before federal agents executed a 
search warrant at his home, authorities said.

He was also sentenced to a lifetime on pro-
bation upon release.

18-year-old man charged in 
connection with double homicide
FALL RIVER, Mass. (AP) — A lawyer 

for an 18-year-old man facing charges in con-
nection with a double homicide in Fall River, 
including the death of a 14-year-old boy, said 
Monday that authorities have the wrong man.

Jeremy Holmes was held without bail af-
ter pleading not guilty to weapons charges in 
district court, pending a hearing to determine 

whether he is a danger to society.
Holmes has not been charged with killing 

Miguel Sanjurjo, 14 , and Jovaughn Antonio 
Mills, 29, who were shot last Tuesday after-
noon near a small park in the city. A third man 
was also shot but is expected to survive.

Police found a gun at the scene of the 
shooting and tied Holmes to the area through 
surveillance video, prosecutor Michael Ca-
hillane said in court. 

Holmes was arrested Friday.
Holmes’ attorney, Frank Camara, said 

there’s no evidence against his client, who has 
no criminal record, even as a juvenile.

“He presents with absolutely no criminal 
record, and the extent of the investigation so 
far does not identify him as not only not pos-
sessing any firearm, but certainly not being 
any shooter,” Camara said outside of court.

The dangerousness hearing was scheduled 
for Thursday.

Power grid operator project 
adequate electricity this summer
HOLYOKE, Mass. (AP) — The operator 

of the New England power grid says there 
should be enough electricity for people to run 
their air conditioners this summer.

ISO New England on Monday projected 
adequate supply for electricity consumers 
across the region under average and above-av-
erage conditions. 

But officials warned that there’s always the 
potential for unexpected events like wildfires 
in California or the extreme cold last winter 
in Texas.

“Events in other parts of the country have 

shown how quickly the unexpected can be-
come reality,” said Vamsi Chadalavada, ISO 
New England’s executive vice president and 
chief operating officer.

ISO New England will be working over the 
next months on a plan for dealing with such 
challenges, he said.

Under normal summer conditions, elec-
tricity demand is forecasted to peak at 24,810 
megawatts this summer, while there is more 
than 31,000 megawatts available to meet con-
sumer demand.

The record for peak demand was set on 
Aug. 2, 2006, when demand reached 28,130 
megawatts after a prolonged heat wave.

Massachusetts expands 
homebound vaccination program
BOSTON (AP) — Massachusetts on Mon-

day started bringing more coronavirus vac-
cines to people in their homes, rather than 
making them travel to a vaccination site.

The expansion of the state’s homebound 
vaccination drive that started in late March 
was announced Friday.

“This expansion will support continued 
vaccination of hard-to-reach populations and 
supports the administration’s goal to make 
COVID-19 vaccines readily available,” the 
state said in a statement.

Appointments can be made over the phone 
with translation services available in more 
than 100 languages. It may take up to five 
days to receive a callback, so anyone who can 
make it to a vaccination site was encouraged 
to do so.

The program is primarily using the one-

shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine, with the 
two-shot Pfizer vaccine available to people 
ages 12 to 17, according to the state.

More than 3.4 million Massachusetts resi-
dents had been fully vaccinated as of Sunday, 
according to the state Department of Public 
Health.

Fans allowed back in Boston Garden
BOSTON (AP) — Fans are being allowed 

to return to the TD Garden in greater num-
bers this weekend just in time for Bruins and 
Celtics playoff runs, arena management an-
nounced Monday.

Even though the arena will open to “near 
full capacity” Saturday, fans will still be re-
quired to wear face coverings and follow oth-
er COVID-19 safety protocols, management 
said in a statement.

“The Boston Bruins and Boston Celtics 
have confirmed with their respective leagues 
that TD Garden is permitted to align with city 
and state guidelines and return to near full 
capacity beginning May 29, 2021,” the state-
ment said.

TD Garden has been permitted to host fans 
at 25% capacity since May 10.

The Celtics have home playoff games 
against the Brooklyn Nets scheduled for Fri-
day and Sunday.

The Bruins finished off their first-round 
Stanley Cup playoff series against the Wash-
ington Capitals 3-1 on Sunday and their sec-
ond-round opponent will be either the Pitts-
burgh Penguins or New York Islanders.

Davies
Continued from page A1
to look for. That fact I al-
ready have them saves me 
future troubles to try and ac-
quire them.”

When asked his most in-
fluential person at Davies 
Tech, he didn’t hesitate: 
That accolade belongs to 
Amy Meyers, his graphic 
design teacher.

“I had her for three years, 
and in those three years she 
helped me with every ques-
tion I asked, school-related 
or not,” he said. “Not only 
that, but she was one of the 
only teachers who helped 
me in deciding my future. I 
never knew what I wanted 
to be growing up, and still 
don’t, but she helped me in 
accepting that it’s OK to be 

uncertain.”
Out of school, Fonseca 

spent his free time working 
in the COZ program; in it, 
he spent afternoons Mon-
day-Thursday during the 
school year working at his 
old elementary school, Fal-
lon Memorial in Pawtucket, 
not far from his home.

“I helped kids with their 
homework, cleaned up the 
cafeteria after we gave them 
snacks and ran after-school 
programs like art and gym/
fitness,” he said. “During 
the summer, I worked there 
every day. I did that because 
I just adore children and 
helping them.”

When asked how he re-
acted to the sudden shift 
from in-school to virtual 
learning after the pandemic 
hit, he was brutally honest.

“Initially, I thought, 

‘Sweet! I don’t have to 
wake up at 3 a.m. to catch 
the bus!’” he laughed. “As 
time went on, it became 
really hard to focus. When 
you’re in school, you just 
can’t take out your phone 
and start looking at it, and 
you can’t chit-chat with 
friends sitting next to you.

During his free time, he 
loves playing video games 
with his friends – or pre-
paring to attend Johnson & 
Wales University. He’ll en-
roll in the graphic design 
program.

He’ll have a good head 
start, as he’s already earned 
30 college credits after tak-
ing part in the Community 
College of Rhode Island’s 
“Running Start” program.

Furtado is the son of Car-
los and Esther Furtado.

Then there’s Afonseca, 

another Pawtucketer who 
earned National Honor 
Society status and served 
as treasurer. She held the 
same position in the Student 
Council, and took part in the 
school’s “Women in Tech-
nology” program.

She also did layout and 
editing for the Davies’ year-
book her sophomore year 
with a focus mainly on the 
sports pages, and – just re-
cently – snared a gold medal 
in the computer engineering 
category at the SkillsUSA/
Rhode Island State Champi-
onships.

In addition, she mentored 
freshmen as a sophomore, 
junior and senior years, the 
final 18 months in spike of 
the pandemic.

Ask her about winning 
“salutatorian status,” she 
laughed, “Honestly? It’s 

crazy! It’s weird to even 
think I got salutatorian, con-
sidering I can’t even spell 
the word! I am very grate-
ful for all the support I was 
given from my parents and 
teachers that got me to this 
point. I’m also proud of my-
self!”

Afonseca said she 
couldn’t have finished as 
high as she did scholasti-
cally in the Pre-Engineer-
ing Technology program 
without the extraordinary 
help of two teachers, Joseph 
Mazzone and Kristin San 
Bento.

“Mr. Mazzone is my 
program teacher who was 
always there for me mental-
ly and scholarly,” she said. 
“Mrs. San Bento was our 
class counselor who helped 
us raise money and she was 
also always there for me. 

Davies prepared me for life 
after graduation by setting 
me up with the tools and 
knowledge to get into work 
right after graduation.”

“She has always been a 
very dedicated student and 
has contributed to class 
100 percent, whether we 
were in school or on-line,” 
said Mazzone. “One of the 
things most special about 
her is that while students 
have struggled more after 
the onset of the pandemic, 
she has found a way to re-
main atop the class despite 
having to deal with COVID.

“That shows you the kind 
of student and young wom-
an she is.”

Afonseca, the daughter of 
Durval Afonseca and Dulce 
Xavier, will attend Worces-
ter Polytechnic Institute and 
study computer science.
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