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OUTDOOR TRACK

STAFF REPORTS
PROVIDENCE – Cum-

berland senior Alyssa Yankee 
and the Clippers’ 4x800 relay 
featuring long-distance ace 
Grace Carr were the top local 
performances at Saturday’s 
girls-only Mount Pleasant In-
vitational.

Yankee’s top throw of 121 
feet, 4 inches proved to be the 
best one in the discus event 
and just under three feet in 
the clear of the runner-up fin-
isher.

One week after helping 
Cumberland’s 4x400 relay set 

a PR at the Class A meet, Carr 
on Saturday served as the 
opening leg of a unit that end-
ed up being the only team in 
the field to post a sub-10-min-
ute time. Junior Emma Pe-
terson, sophomore Summer 
Sartini, and Ally Jakubiak 
combined with Carr to finish 
in 9:52.40.

Lincoln junior Jillian Le-
ahy made a strong showing 
in the hammer throw (sec-
ond, 150-7) while Mount St. 
Charles sophomore Emmy 
Belvin placed fourth in the 
1,500 (5:03.02).

Yankee, Clippers 
win at Mt. Pleasant
Clipper senior, 4x800 relay team 
warm up for state meet with wins

File photo
The Valley’s top track and field athletes warmed up for Saturday’s state 
meet by competing at the Mount Pleasant and Hendricken Invitationals.

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

WARWICK – A year ago, Alex DeStefano fin-
ished second in the pole vault at the RIIL outdoor 
track & field state championships.

When the Cumberland senior heads to the 2022 
state meet that’s on tap Saturday at Brown Uni-
versity, he’ll seek to complete the mission that’s 
served as his driving force over the past 12 months. 

The state’s top contender in the pole vault this 
spring, DeStefano added another gold medal to his 
personal collection after clearing 13 feet, 1½ inch-
es at Saturday’s Bishop Hendricken Invitational. 
It was his third victory in said field event in three 
weeks after collecting top honors at the Northern 
Division Championship and Class A meet. In both 
meets, he ended up soaring 12 feet, 6 inches.

“It would be a lot of fun. I fell short last year so 
I really want to grab it,” said DeStefano. 

See DeSTEFANO, page B3

By JEROME PUGMIRE 
Associated Press

MONACO — Sergio Perez re-
bounded from Red Bull team orders 
that denied him a chance to race for 
the win one week ago to pick up his 
first Formula One win of the season 
in the rain-marred Monaco Grand 
Prix.

Perez earned his third career F1 
victory on the slick city streets of 
Monaco after a questionable strat-
egy call by Ferrari cost pole-sitter 
Charles Leclerc a win on his home 
circuit.

Although Leclerc finished the race 
for the first time in four tries, he fin-
ished fourth and allowed reigning 
world champion Max Verstappen to 
extend his lead in the points stand-
ings. Carlos Sainz Jr. finished second 
for Ferrari and Verstappen was third 
for Red Bull.

Verstappen now leads Leclerc by 
nine points in the standings; Leclerc 
has two wins this season, Verstappen 
and Perez have combined for five 
victories as Red Bull and Ferrari have 
claimed all seven races.

But the win went to Verstappen’s 
teammate just one week after Perez 
was ordered to cede the lead to Ver-
stappen during the Spanish Grand 
Prix. Leclerc had dropped out of the 
race with an engine failure and Red 
Bull chose to capitalize by manipu-
lating the finish to get Verstappen the 
win in Spain.

The team promised Perez he’d be 
allowed to race for wins and held its 
word Sunday.

“You dream of winning this, and 
after your home race, there is no place 
more special to win,” Perez said after 
waving the Mexican flag. He is third 
in the standings and only six points 
behind Leclerc.

Red Bull team principal Christian 
Horner was all smiles as he walked 
alongside the triumphant Perez and 
patted him on the back.

Horner joined Perez on the podi-
um for the driver’s third career win. 

See PEREZ, page B3

FOXBORO — Mikael Uhre 
scored the tying goal for the Phila-
delphia Union in a 1-1 draw with the 
New England Revolution on Satur-
day.

Uhre scored the equalizer in the 
77th minute for Philadelphia (6-1-7).

Gustavo Bou scored on a penalty 
kick to give the Revolution (4-5-4) a 
1-0 lead in the 75th minute.

The Revolution outshot the Union 
17-3 but had only a 3-2 edge in shots 
on goal.

Matt Turner had one save the Rev-
olution. Andre Blake saved two for 
the Union.

Revs settle 
for 1-1 draw

Pit strategy 
wins Perez 
Monaco GP

GIRLS LACROSSE – DIVISION III QUARTERFINALS

No. 1 Northmen prove point

Photos by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com
North Smithfield sophomore attack Kate Zonin (5) scored five goals to lead the No. 1 Northmen to a 14-6 Division III quarterfinal victory over junior Morgan 
Marcos (2) and No. 9 Mount St. Charles Saturday night at Veterans Memorial Stadium.

Zonin, Northmen show Mount 
how much they’ve improved
By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

NORTH SMITHFIELD 
— Rarely does the No. 1 seed 
have anything to prove to its 
opponent in the quarterfinals, 
but that was the position the 
undefeated North Smithfield 
girls lacrosse team found it-
self in Saturday night against 
No. 9 Mount St. Charles at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium.

The Northmen and the No. 
9 Mounties met in the open-
ing game in early April and 
the Northmen only secured a 
one-goal victory.

Saturday, the Northmen 
showed just how much they’ve 
improved in the last two 
months. Sophomore attack 

Kate Zonin scored five goals, 
while senior middie Jamie Wil-
kes added a hat trick along with 
an assist to lead the Northmen 
to their first semifinal appear-
ance in program history with a 
14-6 victory over Mount.

“I don’t know why we’ve 
been so good this year, but I 
think a lot of it has to do with 
our chemistry,” Wilkes said. 
“We just play really well to-
gether and our midfield has 
done a great job of reading the 
game on offense and defense. 
We 100 percent wanted to 
prove to Mount how much bet-
ter we were than the last time 
because that’s not who we are. 
We showed them today.”

See NORTHMEN, page B3

DeStefano 
vaults to title

No. 1 
Northmen 

prove point
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Northmen show 
Mount how much 
they’ve improved

Ukraine 
volunteers 
tell stories

WORLD, A2

Volunteers fighting 
in Ukraine say media 
misses reality

WEATHER:
TODAY
High:

89
Low:
67

Senators want more federal 
money for elections

Mass. town considers 
paid post for social media

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) 
— Senators in New England 
are getting behind a push 
to provide more federal re-
sources to administer local 
and state elections.

Sen. Angus King, Maine’s 
independent senator, said the 
Sustaining Our Democracy 
Act would provide $20 bil-
lion in federal money over 
the next 10 years to help 
states with election neces-

sities, such as training poll 
workers and upgrading vot-
ing equipment and registra-
tion systems.

King said the proposal is 
a reflection of the fact that 
elections take “significant 
investments of time, mon-
ey, and personnel.” He said 
that’s “why the federal gov-
ernment must ensure that 

See ELECTIONS, page A3

By TOM REILLY
The Sun Chronicle

NORTH ATTLEBORO – 
A new part-time worker in 
town hall could help the town 
keep up with its social media 
platforms.

Town Manager Michael 
Borg is asking the town coun-
cil to approve a one-year con-
tract for a person to work 20 
hours per week. Among other 
things, the new post would be 
responsible for monitoring the 
town’s website, Facebook and 
Twitter.

“It would not create a new 
employee, there would be no 
benefits,” Borg said.

Instead, the post of res-
idential service representa-
tive would be paid for with 

$35,000 from the town’s so-
called free cash account, made 
up from savings from previ-
ous years.

Borg withdrew an earlier 
proposal to create a new per-
manent position in the manag-
er’s office.

“If it’s wildly successful, 
we may reexamine it a later 
date,” Borg told members of 
the town council at their regu-
lar meeting last Monday.

The new representative 
would monitor the town’s ac-
counts for people with com-
plaints and issues they want 
dealt with, Borg said. “We 
want this individual to reach 
out to those people, be proac-
tive in our communications.”

Councilors referred the 
proposal to a subcommittee.

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – Davies Tech educator 
Christina Cipolla was named District 
Teacher of the Year during a surprise 
ceremony held last week at the school. 

“Oh, my God! This is overwhelm-
ing!” Cipolla said, eyes darting at 
well-wishers. She then walked around 
the small room, hugged her husband, 
Chris, and two daughters, Rebecca, 21, 
and Julia, 18, all Cumberland residents.

“She’s put her blood, sweat and 
tears into this school,” Rebecca said, 
nodding.

Watkins and Ventura assembled the 
gathering to inform Cipolla, a special 
education teacher and the school’s Pos-
itive Behaviors, Interventions & Sup-
ports (PBIS) Coordinator, that she had 
been selected the District Teacher of 
the Year.

To keep that little piece of informa-
tion secret and coax Cipolla into the of-
fice conference room, she told her she 
needed help folding fitted tablecloths 
and putting them away for the Patriots’ 

next social event.
“I’m sorry I lied, Christina!” Ven-

tura said as Cipolla tried to catch her 
breath.

Cipolla, 50, has taught either special 
education or reading at Davies for the 

See CIPOLLA, page A3

By LINDSEY BAHR
AP Film Writer

Forget breaking the sound barrier: 
Tom Cruise just flew past a major ca-
reer milestone.

The 59-year-old superstar just got 
his first $100 million opening weekend 
with “Top Gun: Maverick.” In its first 
three days in North American theaters, 
the long-in-the-works sequel earned an 
estimated $124 million in ticket sales, 
Paramount Pictures said Sunday. In-
cluding international showings, its 
worldwide total is $248 million.

It’s a supersonic start for a film that 
still has the wide-open skies of Me-
morial Day itself to rake in even more 
cash. According to projections and es-
timates, by Monday’s close, “Top Gun: 

See MOVIES, page A2

‘Top Gun: Maverick’ wins Tom 
Cruise 1st $100 million opening

General Assembly 
considers bills on 
housing ‘crisis’
By JOSEPH B. NADEAU

jnadeau@woonsocketcall.com

PROVIDENCE – State 
officials are moving on leg-
islation targeting the state’s 
worsening housing crisis in 
the hopes of seeing some of 
the bills signed at the end of 
the current legislative session.

The House of Representa-
tives on Thursday approved 
three legislative measures to 
address the crisis, including 
House Speaker K. Joseph 
Shekarchi’s plan to elevate the 
position of Deputy Secretary 
of Commerce for Housing to 
a cabinet post in the executive 
branch and Cumberland Rep-
resentative Mia Ackerman’s, 
D-Dist. 45, Cumberland and 
Lincoln, bill easing require-
ments for accessory dwell-
ing units (ADUs), according 
to Daniel Trafford, a House 
spokesman.

A third bill by Rep. June 
Speakman, D-Dist. 68, War-

ren and Bristol providing 
more transparency and di-
verse representation on the 
state Housing Appeals Board 
also passed and all three mea-
sures have been sent on to the 
R.I. Senate for action.

The legislative action 
comes after the cost of buying 
a home has soared over the 
past two years and rental costs 
for apartments have become 
increasingly out of reach for 
many Rhode Islanders.

Ackerman’s bill, H-7924A, 
seeks to ease the rules on con-
structing accessory dwelling 
units on existing homes.

The bill approved by the 
House amends the existing 
definition of a ADU to a more 
consistent statewide format 
that can be used for the ap-
proval and permitting of such 
units by local communities.

Ackerman’s bill would also 
allow communities such as 

See HOUSING, page A3

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Christina Cipolla, a special education teacher at Davies Career and Technical High School in Lincoln, right, is surprised by 
School Director Mary Watkins, left, as she is presented as District Teacher of the Year at the school Friday.

Paramount Pictures
Tom Cruise plays Capt. Pete “Maverick” Mitchell in “Top Gun: Maverick.” 

Family and colleagues of Christina Cipolla applaud as she is surprised during a cer-
emony at Davies Career and Technical High School Friday.

TECH SAVVY
Christina Cipolla wins Davies Tech’s District 
Teacher of Year laurel in surprise ceremony
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CONVENIENCE STORES
“There’s One In  Your Neighborhood”

SALE EFFECTIVE
05/30/2022 - 06/05/2022

MRS. PETIT’S
BAKED
BEANS

2/$6gallon

$499 $34999¢
lb lb

lb

$999 $599

$999

lb lb

lb

NONE BETTER!

OUR OWN
CHUCK 

HAMBURG

HAMBURG PATTIES
MADE FRESH AT EVERY STORE!

THE BEST AROUND!

POTATO
SALAD

CHICKEN LEG 
QUARTERS

SKINLESS 
HOT DOGS

CLASSIC 
ROAST BEEF

BONELESS

RIB EYE STEAK

$599
lb

POLISH 
VEAL LOAF

$599
lb

HONEY 
HAM

Father’s Day Remembrance

SYLVIO D. 
SMITH

January 4, 1948 - March 20, 2005
Forget you, Dad, we never will

We loved you then and always will.
till memory fades and life departs
You’ll live forever in our hearts.

Love Always,
Your Loving Children,
Peter, Sandy & Sarah

PH
OT

O

A Father’s Day Remembrance 
For Our Dads That Are Gone 

But Not Forgotten

Please call or e-mail us to 
place your

Father’s Day Remembrance.
Contact Christina at

401-767-8503
or

obits@woonsocketcall.com

Publish your Fathers 
Day remembrance 
on Saturday, June 
18 in The Times or 
Sunday, June 19 in 

The Call
Deadline: Wed., June 15

Your 1x3 ad with a 
photo and thoughts 

for just $3000

Sunday’s RI Daily
Mid-day: 7-0-3-4

Evening: n/a  

Sunday’s Mass. Daily
Mid-day: 4-1-0-3

Evening: n/a

Saturday’s Powerball
 2-39-50-61-66 PB 15

Saturday’s Mass Cash
2-3-15-22-23

LOTTERY NUMBERS

Housing
Continued from page A1
her hometown of Cumber-
land to count the newly ap-
proved ADUs toward the 
community’s low to moder-
ate income affordable hous-
ing requirements, if certain 
income and other criteria are 
met.

The bill also removes the 
current requirement for the 
additional unit to be occu-
pied by a family member 
under the commonly used 
“in-law apartment” label.

ADUs are independent 
units attached to an existing 
home or located on the same 
lot as a stand-alone house, 
according to Trafford.

The units typically have 
separate kitchens, bath-
rooms, and entrances and 
have increasingly been 
viewed as an option for in-
creasing the state’s tighten-
ing housing supply.

“This act aims to re-
move a lot of the barriers 
that people face in building 

these types of additions on 
their homes,” Ackerman ex-
plained.

“So many people are pay-
ing more than they can afford 
on housing, jeopardizing 
their financial future. “These 
accessory apartments would 
not only address the housing 
shortage, but help owners 
who may want to provide 
a home for care of a loved 
one, provide housing for 
relatives or friends, earn 
extra income from rent, or 
just feel safer knowing that 
someone they trust is living 
nearby,” Ackerman noted.

“This is an effective and 
relatively inexpensive way 
to deal with the housing cri-
sis right now,” Ackerman 
said.

A similar bill has been 
filed in the Senate by Sen. 
Meghan E. Kallman, D-Dist. 
15, Pawtucket and North 
Providence.

Speaker Shekarchi’s bill 
is part of an eleven-bill 
housing package he intro-
duced earlier this year. The 
legislation, H 7940 SUB A, 

would have the new Sec-
retary of Housing report 
directly to the Governor. 
The cabinet-level secretary 
would also be required to 
participate in the promulga-
tion of housing regulations.

“If we are making hous-
ing a top priority, we need to 
treat is as such,” Shekarchi 
said of the bill.

“That means empower-
ing the Secretary of Housing 
with the authority to make 
decisions and hold agencies 
accountable, but also mak-
ing the Secretary of Housing 
responsible for ensuring that 
we meet our goals,” Shekar-
chi added.

“The Housing Secretary 
will be charged with creat-
ing Rhode Island’s plan for 
greater housing develop-
ment. We need to streamline 
our state’s housing initia-
tives through one person, 
with a dedicated department 
to support those efforts,” 
Shekarchi said.

The legislation would 
give the Secretary of Hous-
ing oversight over the state’s 
Office of Housing and Com-
munity Development, ac-
cording to Emily Martineau, 
a spokesman for the Speak-
er’s office.

The Secretary of Housing 
would also be charged with 

developing a housing orga-
nizational plan to be provid-
ed to the General Assembly 
on or about Nov. 1.

That plan would include 
a review, analysis, and as-
sessment of functions re-
lated to housing of all state 
departments, quasi-public 
agencies, boards, and com-
missions, Martineau noted.

The legislation also es-
tablishes the Department 
of Housing within the ex-
ecutive branch as of Janu-
ary 1, 2023. The Secretary 
of Commerce for Housing 
would include in the hous-
ing organizational plan 
comprehensive options and 

recommendations relating to 
the functions and structure 
of the new department.

Shekarchi’s housing leg-
islative package seeks to 
tackle Rhode Island’s hous-
ing crisis from multiple 
angles: streamlining devel-
opment, providing more 
complete and timely infor-
mation about housing, and 
helping municipalities to 
meet their affordable hous-
ing goals, according to Mar-
tineau .

In addition to the three 
bills passing on Thursday, 
four other bills in the pack-
age have already passed the 
House.

Cipolla
Continued from page A1
past 25 years, and has been the 
PBIS Coordinator for the last 
six. 
She also played a pivotal role 
in creating and running the 
school’s Food Pantry during 
the pandemic; that was de-
signed to help those students 
and their families in need.

“We met, we reviewed the 
application, and the choice 
was just so clear; we want 
to thank you for everything 
you’ve done, particularly 
during COVID, to hold this 
school together and keep peo-
ple coming back,” said school 
director Mary Watkins. “They 
celebrate all of the little wins, 
and it has been school-wide.

“You’ve supported staff, 
you’ve supported students; 
it all comes at all levels, so 
thank you.”

According to Watkins, six 
teachers from Davies applied 
for the District Teacher of 
the Year honor, but Cipolla 
reigned.

“You were a very easy 
choice, Christina,” she said.

Added Cipolla: “I decided 
to apply to see if I could repre-
sent Davies at that level, and I 
was based on that application. 
I looked on the RIDE Web site 

and I knew today was the day 
the District Teachers of the 
Year had to be announced, but 
I had no inkling whatsoever 
I’d win.

“In fact, I woke up this 
morning and thought, ‘Well, 
today’s the day!’ But I didn’t 
think it would be.”

“This is so exciting; this 
means I get to represent our 
school at the state level and 
make connections with others 
teachers who also won their 
districts’ awards at a statewide 
conference,” she said. “I’ll be 
able to get their insight and 
knowledge and bring it back 
to Davies. I really look for-
ward to doing that.

“This school means the 
world to me,” she continued. 
“I’ve dedicated my whole 
professional life to this school, 
and I love Davies tremendous-
ly. I’ve worked here 25 years, 
so my family knows how 
much I love it here. They’ve 
all supported me tremendous-
ly, and I couldn’t have done it 
without their support.

“I’m very happy I come 
here every day, teach and 
work with the kids; I’m very 
blessed to do what I do. Da-
vies has such a strong sense 
of community, and we all love 
the children so much. All of 
us, we’re so talented, and we 
really strive to help the kids 

academically and also in their 
technical areas, help them 
reach their goals.

“There are so many suc-
cess stories coming out of this 
school, so it’s all of us who are 
doing that.”

She didn’t have to search 
her memory to remember she 
spent her first eight years, then 
was needed in the reading de-
partment for the approximate 
next 15. She now is back in 
the special ed genre.

“Christina is one of the first 
here every day and one of the 
last to leave,” said Assistant 
Director David Champagne. 
“She’s meant so much to this 
school, and is so worthy of 
this honor.”

Added Watkins: “As a 
principal or director, I have 
never seen PBIS so well-im-
plemented in a school. PBIS 
is about creating an environ-
ment in school that rewards 
helping out, good behavior, 
being a friend, making posi-
tive contributions, volunteer-
ing, bringing joy to others.

“I’ve always questioned 
how that should be imple-
mented at a school; it’s obvi-
ously very difficult, but when 
I got to Davies, it blew my 
mind. It certainly changed my 
perspective, and it’s because 
of Christina.”

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
The family of Christina Cipolla, from left, husband Chris Cipolla, daughters Julia and Rebecca and 
family friend Michael Kenney, from left, applaud as Christina is surprised as District Teacher of the 
Year during a ceremony at Davies Career and Technical High School in Lincoln Friday. 
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