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Do you think the Boston Celtics 
will win the NBA Championship?
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Valley Bikeway to 
get $4 million for 
new extension

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – On May 
17, U.S. Secretary of Com-
merce and former Rhode 
Island Governor Gina Rai-
mondo announced the de-
partment’s Economic De-
velopment Administration 
(EDA) had awarded a $4.8 
million grant to the city for 
more construction to the 
Blackstone River Bikeway.

The grant will be fund-
ed by the American Rescue 
Plan, and the project will 
expand tourism and outdoor 
recreational facilities by con-
necting parts of Pawtucket 
with the Slater Mill Historic 
Park. Also, the EDA invest-
ment will be matched in state 
and local funds, and it’s ex-
pected to create 538 jobs and 
generate $284 million in pri-
vate investment, according to 
grantee estimates.

“We are very excited to see 
the continuation of the bike-
way in such a transit – and 

recreation-focused manner,” 
said Emily Rizzo, spokesper-
son for Mayor Donald Grebi-
en. “In addition to the EDA 
investment, matching funds 
for this project include ap-
proximately $500,000 from 
the city and about $900,000 
in grant funds from the state; 
those had previously been 
awarded to the city to sup-
port and design construc-
tion of the Blackstone River 
Bikeway.

“This project will support 
hundreds of new construc-
tion jobs and support connec-
tions to other job-creating, 
economic development proj-
ects along the Pawtucket riv-
erfront,” she added. “It will 
extend the bikeway further 
north towards Central Falls 
and other segments of the 
bikeway which are also un-
der design and construction.

“It will connect the areas 
around Central Falls and 
downtown/transit areas to 

See BIKEWAY, page A2

MOGADISHU, Somalia 
(AP) — It now costs Ayan 
Hassan Abdirahman twice 
as much as it did just a few 
months ago to buy the wheat 
flour she uses to make break-
fast each day for her 11 chil-
dren in Somalia’s capital.

Nearly all the wheat sold in 
Somalia comes from Ukraine 
and Russia, which have halted 
exports through the Black Sea 
since the Russia-Ukraine war 
began on Feb. 24. The timing 
could not be worse: The U.N. 
has warned that an estimated 
13 million people were facing 
severe hunger in the Horn of 
Africa region as a result of a 

persistent drought.
Abdirahman has been try-

ing to make do by substitut-
ing sorghum, another more 
readily available grain, in her 
flatbread. Inflation, though, 
means the price of the cook-
ing oil she still needs to pre-
pare it has skyrocketed too — 
a jar that once cost $16 is now 
selling for $45 in the markets 
of Mogadishu.

“The cost of living is high 
nowadays, making it difficult 
for families even to afford 
flour and oil,” she says.

Haji Abdi Dhiblawe, a 

See HUNGER, page A2

Inflation, war lead to price 
hikes, hunger in Africa

Ralph Soutre, of Central Falls: “Yes, they are going to win it. 
They’re my team. Been following them all season.”

Ray Leroux, of Pawtucket: “I don’t think they’ll win against 
Golden State; don’t get me wrong, I’m rooting for the Celtics, 
but I don’t think they’ll be able to overcome the Warriors.”

Alan Walsh, of Woonsocket: “Yes definitely, they’ve got what 
it takes to go all the way. Go Celtics!”

Mike Lavoie, of Pawtucket: “Yeah, they got a shot, but I don’t 
think they’ll be the favored team. I’m rooting for them none-
theless.”

Tremblay, Olivo named Davies Tech’s top scholars
By JON BAKER

jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – North Smithfield 
resident Noelle Tremblay has known for 
the longest time that she was in line to 
become the valedictorian of the William 
M. Davies, Jr. Career & Technical High 
School’s Class of 2022, but when it be-
came official, she still “freaked out.

“I was super-surprised; I mean, I was 
told toward the end of 10 th grade that I 
was ranked No. 1 in the class, but I never 
thought it would stay that way,” she said. 
“I knew so many other people who were 
working so hard in their classes. I was 

kind of shocked.”
In her four years at the Jenckes Hill 

Road institution, she manufactured a 
4.25 weighted GPA in her Graphics & 
Interactive Media program, and as a re-
sult landed memberships to the Nation-
al, Rhode Island and National Technical 
honor societies.

One of her best friends in that major, 
Pawtucket’s own Leyla Olivo, will serve 
as Davies’ salutatorian after earning a 
weighted GPA of 4.18. She too became 
a member of the National and National 
Technical honor societies.

Ask both if they can believe their 
tenure as Patriots is quickly coming to a 

close – graduation is slated for Wednes-
day, June 15, at 6 p.m. at the Stadium 
Theatre in Woonsocket – and they offer 
similar sentiments.

“I can believe I’m graduating, but it’s 
kind of nerve-wracking because every-
thing is coming to an end; our schedules 
are so busy with so many events,” Oli-
vo said. “My fondest memory is prob-
ably the Senior Pep Rally my freshman 
year. I was watching all of them running 
around; they were all dressed up and 
throwing Silly String and blowing horns. 
There was so much excitement, 

See DAVIES, page A2 Noelle Tremblay Leyla Olivo

Jubilee: Balcony moment tells UK 
monarchy’s story over years

By SYLVIA HUI
Associated Press

LONDON — As a 9-year-old girl, 
Princess Elizabeth appeared with her 
family on Buckingham Palace’s balco-
ny to mark her grandfather George V’s 
Silver Jubilee, an excited grin on her 
face as she gazed at the crowds below.

The better part of a century later, the 
former princess — now 96-year-old 
Queen Elizabeth II — is expected to 
take to the same balcony this week to 
smile and wave at millions celebrating 
her 70 years on the throne.

The balcony appearance is the cen-

terpiece of almost all royal celebrations 
in Britain, a chance for the public to 
catch a glimpse of the family assembled 
for a grand photo to mark weddings, 
coronations and jubilees. Every June, 
the extended royal family put on their 
finest uniforms, hats and frocks and 
gather to mark the queen’s birthday, cel-
ebrated with an extravagant military pa-
rade known as Trooping the Color and 
concluding with the balcony moment 
after the Royal Air Force flies past.

Balcony images through the decades 
chronicle the changing faces of the 
monarchy, and offer snapshots of many 
milestones in Elizabeth’s life. As a 

young woman, the princess donned her 
military uniform and stood alongside 
Winston Churchill to celebrate the end 
of World War II in 1945.

Eight years later, she wore the Impe-
rial State Crown and regal robes to greet 
a sea of ecstatic subjects after her own 
coronation.

This Thursday, the family’s Plati-
num Jubilee balcony appearance will 
be notable for those who will be ab-
sent. Palace officials announced earlier 
this month that “after careful consider-
ation,” the queen decided that only 

See JUBILEE, page A2

Blackstone ValleySPORTS
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SOFTBALL – D-I TOURNAMENTState tournament tees off

File photo by Ernest A. Brown
Cumberland standout Johnny Walsh, above, and the Clippers will join North Smithfield Tuesday morn-
ing at Cranston Country Club to compete in the RIIL State Tournament. Walsh tees off at 9:06 a.m., 
while the Northmen join Middletown and Portsmouth as the first teams off the tee. 

Lanzi, Grenier lead 
Clippers to walk-off win
Righty strikes out 17; Grenier scores on errant throw

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

CUMBERLAND — After a rough end 
to the regular season, Cumberland pitcher 
CC Lanzi drew a line in the sand – literal-
ly – prior to Monday afternoon’s Division 
I preliminary-round playoff game against 
No. 9 East Providence at Bentley Field.

Lanzi’s mother noticed that her daugh-
ter’s stride leg was not coming down direct-
ly in front of her, so she told CC to draw a 
line in front of the pitching rubber prior to 
each inning as a guide for her left leg.

The move paid immediate dividends be-
cause Lanzi delivered one of the best per-
formances of her career. The sophomore 
allowed just five hits and an earned run to 
go along with a career-high 17 strikeouts to 
keep her team in the game.

Thanks to a Jenna Rivers two-run sin-
gle in the fourth, the Clippers forced extra 

innings and they eventually secured a 3-2 
walk-off victory in eight innings when Lac-
ie Grenier reached on an error, stole second 
base and scored when throw went into cen-
ter field. 

“I was planning on sliding and then I 
saw the ball go over the shortstop’s head 
and I didn’t know where the center field-
er was and I just kept running and [coach 
Marty Crowley] waved me in and everyone 
was just yelling,” said Grenier, who scored 
twice and had two of her team’s four hits. 
“The last few games weren’t good and 
we came out here and we had something 
to prove. We knew we needed to bounce 
back.”

“The last couple of games I didn’t do 
very good, so I just came in with a new 
mindset and I just cleared my head and pitch 
like I know I can,” Lanzi said. 

See CLIPPERS, page B3

Kopack delivers for Rams

NBA PLAYOFFS

File photo
In his second tour of duty with the Celt-
ics, center Al Horford (42) proved to be a 
steadying force to help Boston reach the 
NBA Finals after Sunday’s win.

Horford’s 
wait is over
Boston center finally 
playing for title

By TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

MIAMI — The game was over. So, 
finally, was Al Horford’s journey. He 
grabbed what would be the final re-
bound of the Eastern Conference finals, 
threw the ball skyward, sprinted to join 
his teammates in celebration and then 
dropped to his knees to slap the floor.

His time has come.
The oldest player — by six years — on 

the Boston Celtics’ roster will savor this 
trip to the NBA Finals in ways that his 
teammates simply cannot. He will finally 
play in the title series, with the Celtics set 
to open the matchup against the Golden 
State Warriors on Thursday night, one 
day before Horford’s 36th birthday.

See HORORD, page B6

Celts take 
on Warriors

By TIM REYNOLDS 
Associated Press

MIAMI — Somewhere, Gregg Popo-
vich must be pleased.

Ime Udoka and Steve Kerr played for 
Popovich with of the San Antonio Spurs, 
both served as assistant coaches under 
him, and neither makes any effort to hide 
the affinity they have for the NBA’s ca-
reer victory leader.

And now, Udoka and Kerr are about 
to go head-to-head — in the NBA Finals.

See WARRIORS, page B6

Photo courtesy of URI Athletics
Former Cumberland High All-State infielder Addison Kopack just put the finishing touches on one of the best offensive seasons in URI history. The 
Rams first baseman hit 17 home runs, drove in 60 runners and had an OPS of 1.174 to lead the Rams to the Atlantic 10 Tournament.

Cumberland High graduate dominated Atlantic 10 pitchers
A little of this, a little of that …
 
• How does a college baseball 

player raise his batting average from 
.220 on April 5 to .379 on May 14?

For the answer to that, we turn to 
Addison Kopack, the Cumberland 
native who came on like gangbusters 
this spring for the University of 
Rhode Island program. 

Slumps happen in baseball. Ko-
pack’s response to a 1-for-20 funk 
that erased 68 points from his average 
didn’t involve panicking. He didn’t 
set out to reinvent the wheel.

“It was about sticking with what 
made me successful in the first place 
… try not to think too much and trust 

the work I’ve put in,” said Kopack. 
“The results kind of followed.”

With improved statistics came 
recognition as one of the top offen-
sive threats in the Atlantic 10. When 
the conference announced postseason 
honors last week, Kopack saw his 
name along with his gaudy numbers 
appear on the first team. At the con-
clusion of the regular season, Kopack 
stood atop the A-10 mountain with 
conference-only bests in batting 
average (.430), slugging percentage 
(.925), and OPS (1.450). 

“Baseball is a sport where if things 
aren’t going well, you’re going to 
want to chase something and get that 
instant success,” said Kopack. “I had 

faith that I was going to have success. 
You just don’t know when that suc-
cess will ultimately come but it was 
definitely amazing.” 

Before the Atlantic 10 Tourna-
ment, Kopack had recorded 70 hits, 
including 17 home runs, 13 doubles, 
two triples, and 52 runs scored. His 
17 homers represent the second most 
in a single season in Rhode Island 
history, while his 32 extra-base hits 
tie for the fourth-best single-season 
total.

Even when Kopack appeared lost 
at the plate, the Rams expressed their 
confidence by continuing to bat him 

See McGAIR, page B3

Kopack 
delivers  
for Rams
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Cumberland High 
graduate dominated 
Atlantic 10 pitchers

Learn to 
bend, don’t 

break

HEALTH, A3

Yoga stimulates the 
parasympathetic 
nervous system
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Davies
Continued from page A1
and it looked like they all were having 
so much fun.

“I started thinking about doing the 
same thing my senior year, and it was 
exciting. Now it’s here, and it’s cra-
zy!”

Added Tremblay: “It’s amazing; 
every year here seems to have gone 
by pretty fast, so I kind of prepared 
myself for that this year. Before, I 
was always so focused on my aca-
demics, so I had to remind myself to 
have fun along the way.

“As for my favorite moment here? 
It was the prom. I’ve usually always 
been involved with a tight circle of 
friends, but at the prom, I loosened 
up and talked to a lot more people. 
I think Davies helped me break out 
of my shell. When I came to school 
here, there was only one other from 
North Smithfield, and we knew no-

body.
“As time went on, though, we met 

friends, and then friends of friends, 
so that circle increased.”

The two talented young women 
have been close since both began 
taking Graphics & Interactive Media 
courses as sophomores, but they are 
different in one category: Choice of 
college. Tremblay plans on attending 
the University of Denver, while Oli-
vo will remain close to home at the 
Community College of Rhode Island.

“I’m a little nervous about going 
so far away, but I’m also excited,” 
Tremblay said while sitting beside 
her pal in the Davies’ Conference 
Room on Thursday afternoon. “The 
good news is I already met my room-
mate on-line. Her name is Sydney 
Merlov, and she lives in Arlington, 
Tex. We talked about what interests 
us – we both like dogs and we both 
like to go exploring.

“As for my major, I’m going in 
undeclared, but I know I want to do 

something in the engineering or sci-
ence fields,” she added. “I like to cre-
ate things and learn how things work. 
I guess I’m naturally curious. I like 
to understand things and what’s go-
ing on, why things happen. I also like 
psychology.

“I took my first psychology class 
this year, and I found it really inter-
esting how people can react so differ-
ently to the same situation or prob-
lem.”

Olivo, on the other hand, says 
there’s “no way” she would go to 
school outside the Ocean State, and 
provided an outstanding answer why.

“I have a really good support 
system here; I love my family, and 
I’m very involved with the Lega-
cy Church in North Kingstown, so I 
want to stick around,” she said. “I did 
some photography for the church for 
a while, and I also have done some 
kids’ ministry with first – through 
fourth-graders. That’s been really 
fun.”

She plans on earning underclass 
credits at first, and hopes someday 
to become a physical therapist. Upon 
graduating from CCRI, she’d like to 
continue her education, perhaps at 
Rhode Island College.

“I want to do something that would 
pay well, have good hours and work 
hands-on with people,” she said. “I 
want to build a clientele.”

Tremblay explained she loves art, 
so when a fellow North Smithfielder 
asked her to paint classic rock album 
covers on her garden stones to bright-
en it up, she obliged.

“I painted about 20 stones with 
covers of the Rolling Stones, Jour-
ney, Led Zeppelin and others,” she 
said. “I was able to count those to-
ward my work-based learning hours, 
which you have to do at Davies. You 
have to do 80 hours, and I spent 60 
doing that and the other 20 on an art 
class at the Rhode Island School of 
Design.”

Bikeway
Continued from page A1
more residential and growing 
locales.”

When told of the grant, 
Blackstone Valley Tourism 

Council President Bob Bil-
lington responded, “Nice, 
nice! Let’s go with that. We 
were fortunate enough to get 
a small section of bike path 
constructed from the Slat-
er Mill Historic Park behind 
City Hall, the fire station and 
the Veterans Memorial Park 
amphitheatre, but it hasn’t 
been connected.

“The plan is that one sec-
tion will come out from the 
amphitheater across and up 
Exchange Street and then 
turn left in front of Tolman 
and towards Collette Vaca-
tions,” Billington said.

Both he and Rizzo ex-
plained this has been years in 
the making.

“The city has been work-
ing on the Blackstone River 
Bikeway project for more 
than a decade, and the seg-
ments to be funded under this 
grant are the culmination of 
many years of planning and 
hard work. Under the may-

or’s leadership, and with sup-
port from many community 
stakeholders, the city began 
working on the application 
process for the EDA bikeway 
grant this past fall.

“We submitted the grant 
application to EDA for re-
view in January of this year,” 
she continued. “The project 
will create a separated bike 
path through downtown Paw-
tucket. Once all permitting 
and bidding is completed, 
construction will begin in 
2023 to help build upon the 
work and investments already 
being made in the downtown 
and along the riverfront; 
it’s all designed to improve 
transportation and recreation 
assets.”

Rizzo also mentioned the 
Narragansett Bay Commis-
sion will play a significant 
role, as it will be completing 
major construction work as 
part of its Combined Sewer 
Overflow (CSO) Tunneling 

Project along the bikeway 
route. That’s expected to be 
fully completed by 2026.

“This grant will fund con-
struction of two segments of 
the bikeway in Pawtucket,” 
she said. “The first is a small 
piece of the bikeway that will 
connect the completed seg-
ment behind City Hall at 137 
Roosevelt Ave. to Exchange 
Street. This segment will run 
through Veterans Memorial 
Park and Amphitheatre and 
will connect the bikeway to 
the Transit Emphasis Corri-
dor to the Pawtucket-Central 
Falls Train Center opening 
later this year.

“The other larger segment 
will run from the Slater Mill 
Historic Park to site along 
Roosevelt Avenue to the 
boat launch at Town Landing 
along Taft Street. That adds 
up to 2,600 linear feet of new 
bikeway to be constructed in 
all in Pawtucket.”

Billington said the thought 
process behind such an un-
dertaking dates back at least 
50 years.

“This is very big because 
we’re in our fifth decade of 
planning; this has been on 
paper and been engineered 
for decades now, and it’s tak-
en so, so long,” Billington 
said. “Every million dollars 
of bikeway that comes in is 
so important because it costs 
so much money.

“Our landscape has a 

lot of pollution mitigation 
that has to take place, and 
we’re punching it sometimes 
through private property that 
has to be obtained,” he added. 
“So these last sections of the 
bikeway – and that includes 
Pawtucket, Central Falls and 
Woonsocket – are very ex-
pensive because of those two 
reasons.

“This near $5 million isn’t 
going to take us very far, but 
it really is important money. 
For the Commerce Secretary 
to announce that and dedicate 
it specifically to Pawtucket 
for its bike path sections is 
wonderful, really good news. 
We want people to be able to 
go to the new soccer stadium 
at Tidewater Landing by car, 
by boat, by train and by bike.

“Yes, I said boat. It’s a six-
mile run to downtown Prov-
idence down the river, and 
we’ve done it before. We had 
a project that we ran back in 
the ‘90s, a ferry boat project, 
but the state pulled that fund-
ing back. That was our ferry 
boat transportation. We won’t 
do it again, but somebody 
needs to be running ferry 
boats so people can come to 
the stadium.

“Once everything is built 
out, and we get the dredging 
of the river, that can happen. 
That’s all part of what we’re 
focused on. This bikeway is 
another alternative piece of 
transportation that can help.”

Hunger
Continued from page A1
businessman who imports wheat 
flour into Somalia, fears the situa-
tion will only worsen: There is also 
a looming shortage of shipping con-
tainers to bring food supplies in from 
elsewhere at the moment.

“Somalis have no place to grow 
wheat, and we are not even familiar 
with how to grow it,” he says. “Our 
main concern now is what will the 
future hold for us when we currently 
run out of supplies.”

Another 18 million people are fac-
ing severe hunger in the Sahel, the 
part of Africa just below the Sahara 
Desert where farmers are enduring 
their worst agricultural production in 
more than a decade. The U.N. World 
Food Program says food shortages 
could worsen when the lean season 
arrives in late summer.

“Acute hunger is soaring to un-
precedented levels and the glob-
al situation just keeps on getting 
worse. Conflict, the climate crisis, 
COVID-19 and surging food and fuel 
costs have created a perfect storm — 
and now we’ve got the war in Ukraine 
piling catastrophe on top of catastro-
phe,” WFP Executive Director David 
Beasley warned earlier this month.

Even the cost of therapeutic food 
for malnourished children could 
rise 16% over the next six months 
because of the war in Ukraine and 
disruptions related to the pandemic, 
UNICEF says.

African countries imported 44% of 
their wheat from Russia and Ukraine 
between 2018 and 2020, according 
to U.N. figures. The African Devel-
opment Bank is already reporting a 
45% increase in wheat prices on the 
continent, making everything from 
couscous in Mauritania to the fried 
donuts sold in Congo more expensive 
for customers.

“Africa has no control over pro-
duction or logistics chains and is to-
tally at the mercy of the situation,” 
said Senegalese President Macky 
Sall, the African Union chairperson, 
who has said he will travel to Russia 
and Ukraine to discuss the price woes.

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin pressed the West last week to lift 
sanctions against Moscow over the 

war in Ukraine, seeking to shift the 
blame from Russia to the West for 
a growing world food crisis that has 
been worsened by Ukraine’s inability 
to ship millions of tons of grain and 
other agricultural products while un-
der attack.

Putin told Italian Prime Minister 
Mario Draghi that Moscow “is ready 
to make a significant contribution to 
overcoming the food crisis through 
the export of grain and fertilizer on 
the condition that politically motivat-
ed restrictions imposed by the West 
are lifted,” according to the Kremlin.

Western officials have dismissed 
the Russian claims. U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken has noted that 
food, fertilizer and seeds are exempt 
from the sanctions imposed by the 
U.S. and many others on Russia.

Meanwhile, Ukraine has accused 
Russia of looting both grain and farm 
equipment from territories held by its 
forces. A Russia-installed official in 
southern Ukraine has confirmed that 
grain from last year’s harvest there 
is being sent to buyers in Russia, ac-
cording to a report Monday by Rus-
sia’s Tass state news agency.

That grain, however, isn’t make its 
way to Africa. In Cameroon, baker 
Sylvester Ako says he’s seen his dai-
ly clientele drop from 300 customers 
a day to only 100 since bread prices 
jumped 40% because of the lack of 
wheat imports.

He’s already let three of his sev-
en employees go, and worries that 
he will have to shutter his Yaounde 
business entirely unless something 
changes.

“The price of a 50-kilogram 
(110-pound) bag of wheat now sells 
at $60 — up from about $30 — and 
the supply is not regular,” Ako said.

Along with the shortfall in wheat 
imports, the African Development 
Bank is also warning of a potential 
20% decline in food production on 
the continent because farmers are 
having to pay 300% more for their 
imported fertilizer.

The organization says it plans to 
address the issues through a $1.5 bil-
lion plan that will provide farmers in 
Africa with certified seeds, fertilizer 
and other help. Reducing dependence 
on foreign imports is part of the strat-
egy, but those economic transitions 
are likely to take years, not months.

Jubilee
Continued from page A1
working members of the royal fam-
ily and their children will gather on 
the balcony.

That means that Prince Harry 
and his wife Meghan, who stepped 
away from frontline royal duties and 
moved to California in 2020, and 
their young children will be exclud-
ed. So will Prince Andrew, who has 
been disgraced by a sex scandal and 
his links to the late convicted sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein.

“I think the decision to only have 
current working members of the 
royal family on the balcony was a 
very sensible one because it avoids 
any awkward situations,” said Emily 
Nash, royal editor at HELLO! mag-
azine.

“People are watching the family 
dynamic to see if there are tensions, 
and there would be a huge outcry, I 
think, if we see Prince Andrew on the 
balcony. So it resolves all those is-
sues in one fell swoop,” Nash added. 

“But the palace had made it clear 
throughout that Harry and Meghan 
remain very much loved members of 
the family and they will be here.”

Harry and Meghan, known as the 
Duke and Duchess of Sussex, have 
said they will fly to the U.K. with their 
two young children and that they look 
forward to joining the long weekend of 
festivities. The trip will be the family’s 
first visit to Harry’s home country, and 
any appearance they make at Jubilee 
events — including a service at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and a possible second 
balcony gathering on Sunday — will 
be closely watched.

Andrew, meanwhile, will be kept 
out of the public spotlight after he re-
cently reached a multimillion-pound 
settlement with a woman who filed 
a U.S. lawsuit accusing him of sexu-
al assault when she was 17 years old. 
The queen’s second son was stripped 
of his honorary military titles in Janu-
ary amid the scandal.

Some royal watchers say the limit-
ed balcony lineup this Thursday is also 
consistent with a longstanding desire 
by Prince Charles to slim down the 
monarchy.

The decision means the queen will be 
flanked Thursday on the balcony by her 
73-year-old heir, Charles, and his wife 

Camilla; Prince William, the second in 
line to the throne, with his wife Kate and 
their three children; and Charles’ sib-
lings, Princess Anne and Prince Edward, 
along with their spouses.

Several other less recognizable 
working royals will join the group, in-
cluding the queen’s cousin, the Duke 
of Gloucester and his wife, as well as 
the Duke of Kent and Princess Alex-
andra.

While some past balcony gather-
ings have included a large contingent 
of royals — including the queen’s 
distant cousins — the Diamond Jubi-
lee celebration in 2012 saw the queen 
accompanied by just five close family 
members: Charles, Camilla, William, 
Kate and Harry.

“It was making a point, it’s saying 
-- this is the future, folks,” said Robert 
Hardman, the monarch’s biographer 
and author of “Queen of Our Times: 
The Life of Elizabeth II.”

For this week, “it’s not a case of An-
drew or Harry or Meghan being barred 
from the balcony,” Hardman added. 
“They have withdrawn from royal 
duties, so they’re not part of the oper-
ational unit. That’s what it’s all about.”

The tradition of a balcony appear-
ance began with Queen Victoria, who 
transformed Buckingham Palace into 
the monarch’s official residence and a 
royal family home in the 19th century. 
Victoria made the first royal balcony 
appearance during celebrations mark-
ing the opening of the 1851 Great Ex-
hibition.

It’s a symbolic moment of the 
crown and people coming together, 
said Ed Owens, a royal historian and 
author of “The Family Firm: Monar-
chy, Mass Media and the British Pub-
lic 1932-1953.”

“It was popularized as this moment 
where the nation came to look up to 
the royals,” Owens said.

It’s a formal occasion, though mis-
chievous royal children often steal the 
scene. Harry, at 3 and still in his moth-
er Diana’s arms, made an impression 
when he stuck his tongue out at pho-
tographers.

Royal watchers are hopeful that 
the queen, who has trouble getting 
around now and recently missed 
out on several major public engage-
ments, will be present for Thursday’s 
balcony moment and at least one or 
two of the events planned for the 
four-day Platinum Jubilee weekend. 
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