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CELEBRATING

Top: Gov. Dan McKee stops by a vaccina-
tion clinic for students, faculty and staff at 
William M. Davies Jr. Career and Technical 
High School in Lincoln Thursday morning, 
the first stop on his day-long statewide 
tour to celebrate his first 100 days in office 
as governor.  Left: McKee and Matos greet 
Melissa Curran, a pediatric nurse adminis-
tering COVID-19 vaccinations to students 
during the clinic. Above left: McKee chats 
with Davies Career and Tech students Tessa 
Comfort, left, and Faith Cadoret before the 
two get their second Covid-19 vaccinations. 
Above right: Davies sophomore Rama Diop 
gets her second Covid-19 vaccination at the 
school Thursday. Below: William M. Davies, 
Jr. Career and Technical High School stu-
dents wait to be vaccinated in the school’s 
gymnasium Thursday morning. 

Photos by Ernest A. Brown

MCKEE MILESTONE Pandemic state of 
emergency will be 
extended to July 9

PROVIDENCE (AP) 
— Gov. Daniel McKee has 
signed an executive order that 
extends Rhode Island’s state 
of emergency for the coro-
navirus pandemic until next 
month.

The order signed Thurs-
day, when the previous order 
was set to expire, extends the 
state of emergency until July 
9, WJAR-TV reported.

It first went into effect 
March 2020 at the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
was signed by former Gov. 
Gina Raimondo.

As more state residents 
have been vaccinated against 

COVID-19, the number of 
new confirmed cases, hospi-
talizations and deaths have 
continued to decrease.

Neighboring Massachu-
setts’ state of emergency is 
scheduled to end Tuesday.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
DATA

The Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Health on Friday 
reported 26 new confirmed 
coronavirus cases, a daily 
positivity rate of 0.3%, and 
for the fifth consecutive day, 

See STATE, page A2

Governor marks his first 100 days 
in office with visit to Davies Tech

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – When Faith Cador-
ette strolled through the front doors of 
the William M. Davies Jr. Career & 
Technical High School early Thursday 
morning, she had anticipated just an-
other ordinary school day, with the lone 
highlight perhaps her reception of her 
second Phizer vaccine at Davies’ own 
COVID Clinic.

When the junior from North Provi-
dence entered the Gaskin Alumni Hall 
gymnasium just before 10 a.m., howev-
er, she and sophomore Tessa Comfort 
found themselves answering questions 
from Gov. Dan McKee. That opportu-
nity, naturally, left them flabbergasted.

“It was such an honor; I never thought 
I’d meet the Governor of Rhode Island, 
that I was going to come to school, get 
my shot and go, but this is quite the add-
ed surprise,” said Cadorette, who’s part 
of the school’s Cosmetology Program. 
“I didn’t even know he was coming.

“Gov. McKee asked me where I 
was from and what I was studying; he 
seemed genuinely interested in me,” she 
added.

Said Comfort, a Smithfield resident 
in the Culinary/Hospitality Program: “I 
didn’t know the governor would be here 
when I came to school (Thursday), so 
it’s crazy, but I’m honored.”

This happened to be Gov. McKee’s 

first pit stop on a special day – his 100th 
in office – and he chose Davies Tech 
because he wanted to see firsthand how 
the school’s Health Careers Program 
helps conduct its COVID Clinic, some-
thing it’s been doing for several months.

It included not only testing but also 
vaccinations, though trained medi-
cal personnel from the Department of 
Health do the administering of the in-
oculations.

Principal David Champagne indi-
cated that about 50 students would re-

ceive their second Phizer shots at on this 
day. He also said he didn’t know until 
Wednesday that Gov. McKee and Lt. 
Gov. Sabina Matos would make a stop 
at his school’s clinic.

“Our Health Careers personnel and 
staff have been here to assist in both the 
testing and vaccination realms, and the 
monitoring of the students after they 
receive their shots from the medical 
staff,” Champagne said. “They’re able 

See MILESTONE, page A3

Mass. lawmakers, 
state leaders fight over 
drawing precinct lines

By STEVE LeBLANC
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — A bill 
approved by the Massachu-
setts House would upend the 
process of drawing local pre-
cinct lines, setting off a polit-
ical squabble that pits Demo-
cratic lawmakers against the 
Democratic secretary of state 
and local city and town lead-
ers.

Due to the pandemic, the 
U.S. Census Bureau is re-
leasing redistricting data six 
months later than usual, giv-
ing cities and towns less time 
than in previous years to up-
date their precincts.

Under current state law, 

after every once-in-a-de-
cade U.S. census, cities and 
towns update their precinct 
lines first. State lawmakers 
then use those newly drawn 
municipal precincts as the 
building blocks for the state’s 
process of drawing new state 
House, state Senate and con-
gressional districts.

The bill approved Thurs-
day by House lawmakers on 
a 131-29 vote, would reverse 
the process to let state law-
makers redraw district lines 
first. Local officials would 
then have to draw precincts to 
fit those districts.

Supporters of the bill, 

See LINES, page A3

Prison break: 29 inmates 
escape federal lockups 
in 18 months

By MICHAEL 
BALSAMO and 

MICHAEL R. SISAK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Over 
the past 18 months, 29 pris-
oners have escaped from fed-
eral lockups across the U.S. 
— and nearly half still have 
not been caught. At some of 
the institutions, doors are left 
unlocked, security cameras 
are broken and officials some-
times don’t notice an inmate 
is missing for hours.

At one Texas lockup, se-

curity is so lax that local law 
enforcement officials private-
ly joke about its seemingly 
“open-door policy.”

Prisoners have broken out 
at lockups in nearly every re-
gion of the country. Twelve 
of the inmates who escaped 
in 2020 — from prisons in 
Florida, California, Louisi-
ana, Texas and Colorado — 
remain at large. Two others 
who escaped since January 
this year have also not yet 
been caught. Their crimes 

See ESCAPE, page A2
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including its sponsor, Democratic 
state Rep. Michael Moran, argue the 
change is needed because delays in 
receiving final census data from the 
federal government from the 2020 
census won’t leave enough time for 
the process to play out as it has in 
the past. Moran is also House chair-
man on the special committee lead-
ing the redistricting effort.

The Census Bureau plans to re-
lease redistricting data by Sept. 30 
rather than March 31. Some infor-
mation could be released in August. 

Democratic Secretary of the 
Commonwealth William Galvin, 
who oversees the census in Massa-
chusetts, described the move as a 
power grab by lawmakers.

“The bill is about completing un-
doing the process that has worked 
for many decades and taking away 
the authority of cities and towns to 
draw their own precincts and giving 
it to the Legislature,” Galvin said 
Friday. 

Galvin also pushed back against 
the argument that the change is 
needed because of a compressed 
time frame. 

“There is plenty of time. My of-
fice has already been in touch with 

cities and towns. We have been 
having webinars. They are fully pre-
pared when the numbers come out, 
most likely in August,” he said.

A statewide group representing 
cities and towns sides with Galvin 
and also opposes the bill.

Local communities are in the 
best position to take into account 
neighborhoods and racial and ethnic 
communities of interest when they 
draw precincts lines, according to 
Geoff Beckwith, executive director 
of the Massachusetts Municipal As-
sociation. 

Beckwith said municipalities 
also must hold at least one local 
public hearing as part of the process, 

ensuring local public input.
“If the state draws districts first, it 

could unknowingly split neighbor-
hoods and communities of interest 
who wish to be connected and rep-
resented in their local government 
and municipal elections,” Beckwith 
said in a written statement.

A coalition of progressive advo-
cacy groups has backed the propos-
al, arguing that time is running out 
to redraw political lines.

“The current timeline gives mu-
nicipalities an unrealistically short 
time period in which to redraw pre-
cinct lines,” Geoff Foster, executive 
director of Common Cause Massa-
chusetts said in a written statement. 

He described the bill as “a modest, 
common sense change that will 
make both redistricting and repre-
cincting better for voters and local 
officials.”

The bill would also give the Leg-
islature’s Joint Committee on Re-
districting the flexibility to increase 
political power in communities of 
color and immigrant communities, 
Foster said, adding it would “em-
power voters to know their electoral 
districts as soon as possible and em-
power municipalities by providing 
adequate time to draw precincts.” 

The bill now heads to the Massa-
chusetts Senate.

Wrentham woman and 
her dogs to compete in 
Westminster dog show

By STEPHEN 
PETERSON

The Sun Chronicle

WRENTHAM — A town 
resident and her two dogs are 
taking part in the prestigious 
Westminster Kennel Club 
Dog Show this weekend.

Diane Marshall, 72, will 
be competing with her two 
Australian shepherds in the 
show Friday and Saturday in 
New York.

Marshall for several years 
has been competing in the 
popular dog sport agility with 
her dogs, Onee, 11, and Sage, 
7.

In agility, handlers guide 
their dogs through an as-
signed course of obstacles 
such as jumps, weave poles, 
ramps and tunnels in a race 
against the clock.

The Westminster Ken-
nel Club says the activity is 
designed to “demonstrate a 
dog’s willingness to work 
with its handler in a variety 
of situations. It is an athletic 
event that requires condition-
ing, concentration, training, 
and teamwork.”

This weekend, Marshall 
and her dogs are joining 350 
canines at the show.

“It is a huge honor to be 
alongside the top dogs in the 
country at Westminster,” she 
said.

Formerly a competitive 
equestrian, Marshall started 
training in agility when Onee 
was 2 years old after her horse 
had a career-ending injury.

The duo qualified for the 
2020 National Agility Cham-
pionships, which was to be 
held in Georgia but was post-
poned due to COVID-19.

Considered to be a senior 
dog, Marshall worried that 
Onee may not get to compete 
in a major competition before 
retirement.

“This has been on my 
bucket list for years, and to be 
able to have both of my dogs 
step up to the starting line and 
compete is very exciting,” 
Marshall said.

The public can cheer for 
the Wrentham trio and watch 
the preliminaries streaming 
live from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday at westminsterken-

nelclub.org. The Masters 
Agility Championship Finals 
will be televised live from 5 
to 7 p.m. Saturday on FOX, 
FOX NOW App, and FOX 
Sports App.

The Westminster Kennel 
Club, established in 1877, is 
America’s oldest organiza-

tion dedicated to the sport of 
dogs. Its all-breed Westmin-
ster Kennel Club Dog Show 
is the second-longest, contin-
uously held sporting event in 
the U.S., and since 1948, the 
longest nationally televised 
live dog show.

Submitted photo
Diane Marshall of Wrentham and her dogs, Sage, left, and 
Onee, will compete in the agility portion of the Westminster 
Kennel Club Dog show.
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to watch the students for the 15 minutes they 
have to sit quietly after they receive it, and if 
someone doesn’t look well, they contact our 
nurse.

“Our Health Careers students play a role 
in all of this, which is invaluable,” he added. 
“It’s wonderful the governor wanted to see 
this in action. He has told me he is a friend 
of Davies and has been for a long time, and 
we’ve asked him to come back and visit us 
again. For him to choose Davies on his 100 
th day in office, we’re so proud that he’s able 
to do so.

“This is the first time I’ve ever met him, 
and he’s so personable. He called me per-
sonally (Thursday) morning to say, ‘I’m 10 
minutes out.’That’s the kind of guy he is, and 
I really do appreciate his frankness and open-
ness, the way he has a comfortable conversa-
tion with the students. He’s a hometown guy; 
I love it.”

He also said Matos has been asked and ac-
cepted to be the keynote speaker at the Patri-
ots’ Graduation Exercises next Tuesday night 
on the softball field, something Champagne 
said hadn’t been done in at least 20 years.

“Davies is a great example of the idea that 
there are multiple communities in the state of 
Rhode Island; you always hear me say that 
there are 39 cities and towns in the state of 
Rhode Island, and reaching every person 
who lives in those communities is vitally im-
portant,” McKee said.

“I just met five of the students from all 
through this community – Smithfield, Cen-
tral Falls, Pawtucket, North Providence – so 
this is a great place to be when you’re talking 
about vaccinations, and why it’s important 
for the entire state to get vaccinated. I think 
we’re just under 75 percent right now with 
getting the first shots in the arm.

“The reason we’re able to do do that, in 
addition to the Department of Health, are 
the people in the National Guard along with 
FEMA, but it’s the municipal leadership that 
really is the key,” he continued. “So to have 
the vaccinations at the senior center in Bar-

rington that I just visited, or whether it’s a 
regional pod in East Providence or right here 
in Lincoln at Davies, that’s what’s going to 
get us over 75 percent. That’s what’s going 
to get us over 80 percent, 85 percent, and you 
never know.

“We want to hit 90 percent; that’s our goal 
in Rhode Island.”

Champagne explained the DOH offered 
such a notion of clinics to schools months 
ago.

“When we were originally given the in-
formation, they said they were going to do 
it by community, so I contacted our superin-
tendent, Larry Fillipelli, because we had co-
ordinated a joint effort with the staff,” Cham-
pagne said. “We did staff vaccinations, but 
he had such a high number of students over 
there, I coordinated with the Lincoln EMA to 
have our own vaccination clinic here.

“We wanted to make sure out students got 
vaccinated,” he added. “If they’re 16 and old-
er, they can get inoculated with parental con-
sent because that’s what Rhode Island reg-
ulations state; they can get their own health 
care. Anybody under 16 has to get a parental 
consent. A lot of our students have been get-
ting vaccinated at other sites, but this gives 
them another opportunity.

“We’ve got a lot of positive feedback from 
the parents who are so glad they have that op-
portunity in our own building.”

Meilin Quiroa, a junior in Health Careers, 
happened to be one of those overseeing the 
clinic on Thursday, following the lead of RN 
and instructor Lynn Thibeault, herself a 2003 
Davies grad.

She said she didn’t foresee having an in-
depth discussion with Gov. McKee on Thurs-
day.

“Not many people have the chance to 
meet and speak with him, so it’s a great hon-
or; I was hoping to when I found out,” she 
said. “He asked me what I was studying and 
my plans after graduation, and if I planned to 
go to CCRI, but I told him I don’t have any 
set plans. I did say I want to go to college and 
major in biology. I believe that health careers 
are so important, especially now, and medi-
cal people and medicine needs to extend to 
everyone.”

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Governor Dan McKee stops by a vaccination clinic for students, faculty and staff at William M. 
Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School in Lincoln Thursday morning, the very first stop on 
his day-long statewide tour marking his first 100 days in office as governor, with the primary goal 
of achieving a 79 percent or higher vaccination rate in the state this Summer, and thereby bene-
fitting the entire state’s small businesses and economy overall. Joining him, from left, are Davies’ 
Health Careers students Sondra Gbemisola and Mellin Quoroa, Lt. Governor Sabina Matos and 
Davies’ Director David Champagne.
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