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Biden: Another 
$1B for Ukraine

NATION, A2

Admin will send another billion 
to Ukraine for more weapons
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Congratulations class of 2022!
You will be back on the road in no time!

Your one-stop shop for
all auto maintenance

Serving Cumberland and Surrounding Area for over 21 years!
420 Mendon Road, Cumberland, RI | 401.333.5855 | CumberlandCollision.com | Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

2022

FULL COLLISION AND REPAIR SERVICES
• We do all insurance work for you
• FREE personal and insurance appraisals*
• FREE pick-up and delivery service
• FREE loaner cars available*
• FREE Reconditioning with all body repairs**
• Rental car arrangements
• Offering paintless dent removal
*Unless covered by insurance. **Applies to collision repairs only - minimum amount required

New YMCA director 
wants you to know 
the Y is for everyone
By STELLA LORENCE

slorence@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET – When 
she was three or four years 
old, Kristen Carlson learned 
to swim and do gymnastics at 
the YMCA in Cranston. Years 
later, she returned to the Cran-
ston Y as a fitness director, 
and she now heads the Woon-
socket YMCA as its new ex-
ecutive director.

“I love it here. I feel like it’s 
home already,” Carlson said.

Carlson was born and 
raised in Rhode Island, with 
a brief hiatus at Indiana 
State University for graduate 
school. It was there, studying 
exercise science, that she first 
got the chance to work at a 
health club through an “assis-
tantship” on campus.

When it came time for 
the post-graduate school 
job search, Carlson said she 
started looking at the YMCA 
vacancy bulletins posted on 
campus. She researched the 
differences between the lo-
cations, and was attracted by 

the emphasis on employee 
growth. She applied to Ys all 
over the country.

“It was really chance that 
I found out about the position 
in Cranston,” she said, add-
ing that she had been about 
to accept a position in Nash-
ua, New Hampshire when she 
found out she had been of-
fered the role in Cranston.

Since taking that job in 
Cranston, where she eventual-
ly worked her way up to senior 
program director, Carlson has 
worked at two other YMCA 
locations besides Woonsock-
et, Kent County and Wester-
ly-Pawtucket.

“We are pleased to wel-
come Kristen to our growing 
team at the Woonsocket Y,” 
said Charlie Clifford, CEO of 
the YMCA of Pawtucket, in a 
statement. “She has an exten-
sive knowledge of program 
development, operations and 
staff management and I am 
confident that she will be a 
tremendous asset to the 

See CARLSON, page A2

Mass. House bill aims to 
expand mental health access

BOSTON (AP) — The 
Massachusetts House debat-
ed a bill Thursday designed 
to expand access to mental 
health services.

Democratic House leaders 
said the proposal addresses 
a variety of pressing needs 
including acute psychiatric 
care, the behavioral health 
of young people, strengthen-
ing community-based mental 
health services and investing 
in the behavioral health work-
force.

Another key goal is ex-
panding and enforcing exist-
ing mental health parity laws, 
which are intended to ensure 

that insurance coverage for 
mental health care is equal to 
insurance coverage for other 
medical conditions.

“Our communities across 
the commonwealth are fac-
ing a behavioral health crisis. 
These are issues that affect 
our families, our loved ones, 
our neighbors, our friends 
and disproportionately our 
youth,” said Rep. Adrian 
Madaro, House chairperson 
of the Joint Committee on 
Mental Health, Substance 
Use and Recovery.

“The situation is 

See HEALTH, page A2

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Woonsocket YMCA Executive Director Kristen Carlson is busy at 
her desk Thursday.

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

WOONSOCKET – Sydni Wallace 
and Kyla Medeiros stood in a narrow, 
back entryway to the Stadium Theatre 
Wednesday, trying to figure out how 
they got to this point.

There they stood, in black caps and 
gowns, taking selfies and sharing stories 
less than an hour before their graduation 
from the William M. Davies Jr. Career 
& Technical High School in Lincoln. 
Approximately 172 other soon-to-be 
grads joined them in similar activities.

“I really can’t believe this; I’m so ex-
cited!” said Wallace, a Providence resi-
dent who majored in hospitality at Da-
vies but now is preparing to study law 
at the University of Hartford come fall. 
“I know I’m going to miss my friends 
most; I developed a lot of amazing rela-
tionships at Davies, and I’ll never forget 
them.

“But I am looking forward to becom-
ing a criminal lawyer; I know I’ll do it,” 
she added. “I feel like I can help people. 
I know there are people in prison who 
don’t belong there, and I think the sys-
tem is broken. Somebody needs to step 
in and help fix it.”

Added Medeiros: “Yes, I know I’m 
graduating, but I still feel like when 
all this is over I’m going to have to go 
home and get ready for school tomor-
row. We’ve been doing this for so long. 
Now I have to realize it’s time to take 
the next step.”

This Lincolnite will attend the Com-
munity College of Rhode Island in Sep-
tember to major in business; she some-
day hopes to open her own salon, as she 

studied cosmetology at Davies.
Chapman White, a pre-engineering 

technology major and Rumford resi-
dent, stood by himself seemingly pon-
dering his past – and future.

“I can barely believe it’s time; I’m a 
little dazed,” he said. “These four years 
went by faster than I could have ever 
imagined, despite COVID. Still, I think 
I got through it better than most people. 

William M. Davies Jr. High School 
gives diplomas to 172 graduates

TECH BOOM
Photo by Ernest A. Brown

Davies Career and Technical High School Salutatorian Leyla Olivo flashes a smile and two thumbs up before joining fellow gradu-
ates in the school’s commencement ceremony at the Stadium Theatre in Woonsocket Wednesday evening.

Davies graduate David Lecaros proudly shows his mortarboard, a combination of the 
U.S. and Chilean flags before taking part in Davies Career and Technical High School’s 
graduation ceremony at the Stadium Theatre in Woonsocket Wednesday evening.
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Red Sox fail to finish sweep of Athletics
By KEN POWTAK 

Associated Press

BOSTON — Paul Blackburn continued his 
road success by pitching sharply into the sixth 
inning, Christian Bethancourt hit a two-run 
single and the Oakland Athletics held off the 
Boston Red Sox 4-3 Thursday for just their 

second win in 15 games.
Chad Pinder added an RBI single for Oak-

land, which closed its nine-game road trip at 
2-7 and avoided being swept in a three-game 
series by Boston for the second time this 
month.

“Earlier in the day I got a question about 
this team’s fight,” A’s manager Mark Kotsay 
said. “If they didn’t show up and fight today, 
I don’t know what they did. Long road trip, 
obviously, not a successful one.”

J.D. Martinez had three singles and drove 

in a run for Boston. The Red Sox, who had 
won 11 of 13, left eight runners on in the first 
four innings and 13 overall.

Boston star Rafael Devers went 0 for 2 
with a pair of walks and was hit by a pitch, 
ending his streak of four straight games with 
a home run.

Leading 4-1 in the eighth, Oakland third 
baseman Jonah Bride made a two-out throw-
ing error that let a run score. Martinez followed 
with an RBI single that second baseman Tony 
Kemp stopped with a dive in shallow center, 

keeping the tying run from scoring.
Blackburn (6-2) gave up a run and eight 

hits, with four strikeouts and two walks in 5 
1/3 innings, slightly increasing his road ERA 
from 0.91 to 1.00. He entered with the majors’ 
lowest ERA away from home.

“I am,” he said, smiling, when asked if he 
was aware of his road ERA. “There’s just some-
thing about coming into a place and quieting a 
crowd. It’s just what I’ve always enjoyed.”

See DEFEAT, page B6

Eighth-inning comeback 
falls short in matinee loss

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Upper Deck Post 86/14 shortstop Connor Allard helped 
lead the Cumberland and Lincoln squad to a sweep of 
Cranston’s Gershkoff Wednesday night.

Upper Deck turns 
double play
Clapprood, Sukatos deliver on 
mound in sweep of Gershkoff

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

CRANSTON – Behind the pitching of Michael Clap-
prood and George Sukatos, the Upper Deck Post 14 Se-
nior Division club emerged with two one-run victories 
in a season-opening doubleheader sweep of Gershkoff/
Auburn Post 20 at Cranston Stadium Wednesday night.

Behind five shutout innings from Clapprood in Game 
1, Upper Deck grabbed a 1-0 win. The second game fea-
tured a rally with Post 14 storming back from a 5-0 defi-
cit to grab a 6-5 triumph.

A 2021 Cumberland High graduate who’s playing 
college ball at Endicott College, Clapprood racked up 
10 strikeouts in Wednesday’s opener while allowing 
two hits and one walk. His toughest inning was the first 
inning after a double and an error resulted in Gershkoff 
having runners on first and third with one down. Back-
to-back strikeouts by Clapprood kept the game scoreless.

“I was a little surprised at how sharp he was. He didn’t 
pitch a ton in the spring,” said Upper Deck manager Matt 
Allard about Clapprood. “He got ahead of the guys and 
his slider was really good.”

See SWEEP, page B6

By BRIAN MAHONEY 
Associated Press

BOSTON — He hit a championship-winning shot 
with Michael Jordan. He calls the shots for Stephen 
Curry.

From clutch to coach, Steve Kerr has done it all for 
some of basketball’s biggest winners. Any team that can 
claim to be a dynasty across the last 30 years of the 
NBA has some link to Golden State’s coach.

Now back in Boston, the winning Warrior is a victo-
ry away from a ninth NBA championship. It used to be 
that to win that much, you had to be a Celtic.

Kerr just has to beat them.
If the Warriors win Game 6 on Thursday night, for-

get about another banner being hung in Boston. Instead, 
Kerr will be celebrating underneath them.

If so, he will credit Curry and Klay Thompson, just 
as he did as a player with Jordan and Scottie Pippen, or 
Tim Duncan and David Robinson, when trying to ex-
plain his success.

“Just hanging around the right people,” he said with 
a smile. “You hang around superstars long enough, 
you’re going to get some residual success falling your 
way.”

There’s more to it than that, of course. Talent may 
take a team to the top, but staying there — and then get-
ting back again after being knocked down — demands 
more than that. It requires understanding the personnel 
on the court and the personalities in the locker room.

See KERR, page B3

On court or bench, 
Kerr just wins
Coach has been part of 2 dynasties

U.S. OPEN

McIlroy delivers on course

Photo by Brendan McGair
Rory McIlroy, who has been outspoken critic of the new LIV Tour, produced a super 3-under 67 in the first round of the U.S. Open Thurs-
day at The Country Club in Brookline. McIlroy is one shot off the lead held by Canadian Adam Hadwin. 

After taking shots at LIV Tour during week, 
McIlroy delivers shots in superb opening round

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Rory McIl-
roy made another bold statement at the 
U.S. Open. This time it was with his 
golf.

McIlroy has become a leading voice 
on the PGA Tour over the last few years, 
particularly with his rebuke of the Sau-
di-funded series that is disrupting golf. 
The opening round Thursday at The 
Country Club was a reminder he’s pretty 

good at his day job, too.
And a few fiery moments showed how 

badly he wants to end eight years without 
a major.

McIlroy made two straight birdies late 
in his round to become the first player to 
reach 4 under among early starters, only 
to miss the ninth green and make his only 
bogey for a 3-under 67 and a share of the 
lead with qualifiers Joel Dahmen, David 
Lingmerth and Callum Tarren.

At the moment, McIlroy isn’t con-
cerned with his strong stance against LIV 

Golf.
“It’s been eight years since I won a 

major,” he said. “And I just want to get 
my hands on one again.”

Even with a good start, and coming off 
a victory last week in the Canadian Open, 
it doesn’t figure to be easy. The Country 
Club might be as accommodating as it 
gets all week, with moderate wind and 
cloud cover keeping the sun from making 
greens crispy and firm.

See McILROY, page B3

CVS favorite Bradley off to strong start
New England native was at The Country Club for famous 1999 Ryder Cup

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

BROOKLINE, Mass. – Around the 
Rhode Island golf scene, Keegan Bradley 
is known as the player who enjoyed mo-
nopoly status related to the CVS Charity 
Classic.

Before the popular charity tournament 
was disbanded, Bradley was part of the 
team that captured three straight CVS 

crowns – specifically the final three in-
stallments that took place at Rhode Island 
Country Club from 2017 to 2019.

This week, Bradley finds himself try-
ing to tame another New England-based 
course. After Day 1 of the 2022 U.S. Open 
Championship at The Country Club, the 
36-year-old was the definition of Steady 
Eddy after carting an even-par 70. Other 
than birding the par-four, 315-yard No. 5, 
and bogeying the par-four, 381-yard No. 

17, Bradley turned in a pretty clean card.
“I played good. I didn’t drive it my best 

but I putted really well. I’m pretty happy 
with that round. It’s a lot of buildup, so 
even par in a U.S. Open is really good,” 
said Bradley, who was born in Vermont 
and claimed mailing addresses in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts before at-
tending college at St. John’s University.

See BRADLEY, page B3
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Red Sox fail to finish sweep of Athletics
By KEN POWTAK 

Associated Press

BOSTON — Paul Blackburn continued his 
road success by pitching sharply into the sixth 
inning, Christian Bethancourt hit a two-run 
single and the Oakland Athletics held off the 
Boston Red Sox 4-3 Thursday for just their 

second win in 15 games.
Chad Pinder added an RBI single for Oak-

land, which closed its nine-game road trip at 
2-7 and avoided being swept in a three-game 
series by Boston for the second time this 
month.

“Earlier in the day I got a question about 
this team’s fight,” A’s manager Mark Kotsay 
said. “If they didn’t show up and fight today, 
I don’t know what they did. Long road trip, 
obviously, not a successful one.”

J.D. Martinez had three singles and drove 

in a run for Boston. The Red Sox, who had 
won 11 of 13, left eight runners on in the first 
four innings and 13 overall.

Boston star Rafael Devers went 0 for 2 
with a pair of walks and was hit by a pitch, 
ending his streak of four straight games with 
a home run.

Leading 4-1 in the eighth, Oakland third 
baseman Jonah Bride made a two-out throw-
ing error that let a run score. Martinez followed 
with an RBI single that second baseman Tony 
Kemp stopped with a dive in shallow center, 

keeping the tying run from scoring.
Blackburn (6-2) gave up a run and eight 

hits, with four strikeouts and two walks in 5 
1/3 innings, slightly increasing his road ERA 
from 0.91 to 1.00. He entered with the majors’ 
lowest ERA away from home.

“I am,” he said, smiling, when asked if he 
was aware of his road ERA. “There’s just some-
thing about coming into a place and quieting a 
crowd. It’s just what I’ve always enjoyed.”

See DEFEAT, page B6

Eighth-inning comeback 
falls short in matinee loss

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Upper Deck Post 86/14 shortstop Connor Allard helped 
lead the Cumberland and Lincoln squad to a sweep of 
Cranston’s Gershkoff Wednesday night.

Upper Deck turns 
double play
Clapprood, Sukatos deliver on 
mound in sweep of Gershkoff

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

CRANSTON – Behind the pitching of Michael Clap-
prood and George Sukatos, the Upper Deck Post 14 Se-
nior Division club emerged with two one-run victories 
in a season-opening doubleheader sweep of Gershkoff/
Auburn Post 20 at Cranston Stadium Wednesday night.

Behind five shutout innings from Clapprood in Game 
1, Upper Deck grabbed a 1-0 win. The second game fea-
tured a rally with Post 14 storming back from a 5-0 defi-
cit to grab a 6-5 triumph.

A 2021 Cumberland High graduate who’s playing 
college ball at Endicott College, Clapprood racked up 
10 strikeouts in Wednesday’s opener while allowing 
two hits and one walk. His toughest inning was the first 
inning after a double and an error resulted in Gershkoff 
having runners on first and third with one down. Back-
to-back strikeouts by Clapprood kept the game scoreless.

“I was a little surprised at how sharp he was. He didn’t 
pitch a ton in the spring,” said Upper Deck manager Matt 
Allard about Clapprood. “He got ahead of the guys and 
his slider was really good.”

See SWEEP, page B6

By BRIAN MAHONEY 
Associated Press

BOSTON — He hit a championship-winning shot 
with Michael Jordan. He calls the shots for Stephen 
Curry.

From clutch to coach, Steve Kerr has done it all for 
some of basketball’s biggest winners. Any team that can 
claim to be a dynasty across the last 30 years of the 
NBA has some link to Golden State’s coach.

Now back in Boston, the winning Warrior is a victo-
ry away from a ninth NBA championship. It used to be 
that to win that much, you had to be a Celtic.

Kerr just has to beat them.
If the Warriors win Game 6 on Thursday night, for-

get about another banner being hung in Boston. Instead, 
Kerr will be celebrating underneath them.

If so, he will credit Curry and Klay Thompson, just 
as he did as a player with Jordan and Scottie Pippen, or 
Tim Duncan and David Robinson, when trying to ex-
plain his success.

“Just hanging around the right people,” he said with 
a smile. “You hang around superstars long enough, 
you’re going to get some residual success falling your 
way.”

There’s more to it than that, of course. Talent may 
take a team to the top, but staying there — and then get-
ting back again after being knocked down — demands 
more than that. It requires understanding the personnel 
on the court and the personalities in the locker room.

See KERR, page B3
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Kerr just wins
Coach has been part of 2 dynasties

U.S. OPEN

McIlroy delivers on course

Photo by Brendan McGair
Rory McIlroy, who has been outspoken critic of the new LIV Tour, produced a super 3-under 67 in the first round of the U.S. Open Thurs-
day at The Country Club in Brookline. McIlroy is one shot off the lead held by Canadian Adam Hadwin. 

After taking shots at LIV Tour during week, 
McIlroy delivers shots in superb opening round

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Rory McIl-
roy made another bold statement at the 
U.S. Open. This time it was with his 
golf.

McIlroy has become a leading voice 
on the PGA Tour over the last few years, 
particularly with his rebuke of the Sau-
di-funded series that is disrupting golf. 
The opening round Thursday at The 
Country Club was a reminder he’s pretty 

good at his day job, too.
And a few fiery moments showed how 

badly he wants to end eight years without 
a major.

McIlroy made two straight birdies late 
in his round to become the first player to 
reach 4 under among early starters, only 
to miss the ninth green and make his only 
bogey for a 3-under 67 and a share of the 
lead with qualifiers Joel Dahmen, David 
Lingmerth and Callum Tarren.

At the moment, McIlroy isn’t con-
cerned with his strong stance against LIV 

Golf.
“It’s been eight years since I won a 

major,” he said. “And I just want to get 
my hands on one again.”

Even with a good start, and coming off 
a victory last week in the Canadian Open, 
it doesn’t figure to be easy. The Country 
Club might be as accommodating as it 
gets all week, with moderate wind and 
cloud cover keeping the sun from making 
greens crispy and firm.

See McILROY, page B3

CVS favorite Bradley off to strong start
New England native was at The Country Club for famous 1999 Ryder Cup

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

BROOKLINE, Mass. – Around the 
Rhode Island golf scene, Keegan Bradley 
is known as the player who enjoyed mo-
nopoly status related to the CVS Charity 
Classic.

Before the popular charity tournament 
was disbanded, Bradley was part of the 
team that captured three straight CVS 

crowns – specifically the final three in-
stallments that took place at Rhode Island 
Country Club from 2017 to 2019.

This week, Bradley finds himself try-
ing to tame another New England-based 
course. After Day 1 of the 2022 U.S. Open 
Championship at The Country Club, the 
36-year-old was the definition of Steady 
Eddy after carting an even-par 70. Other 
than birding the par-four, 315-yard No. 5, 
and bogeying the par-four, 381-yard No. 

17, Bradley turned in a pretty clean card.
“I played good. I didn’t drive it my best 

but I putted really well. I’m pretty happy 
with that round. It’s a lot of buildup, so 
even par in a U.S. Open is really good,” 
said Bradley, who was born in Vermont 
and claimed mailing addresses in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts before at-
tending college at St. John’s University.

See BRADLEY, page B3
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NOTICE OF HEARING
CITY COUNCIL

WOONSOCKET, RHODE ISLAND

 Woonsocket City Council will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, June 20, 2022 at 7:00 PM in Harris Hall, 169 Main 
Street on:

	 The	ratification	of	a	tentative	agreement	for	the	period	of	
July 1, 2017– June 30, 2020 between RI Council 94 AFSCME, 
AFL-CIO	 	Local	 3851	 and	 the	City	 of	Woonsocket	 for	 the	
three-year	contract	period	of	July	1,	2017–	June	30,	2020.

	 All	persons	interested	and	wishing	to	be	heard	are	invited	
to	attend.

   Christina Harmon, Clerk
   By order of the City Council

Town of Cumberland 
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the Rhode Island Comprehensive Planning and 
Land Use Act, notice is hereby given that the Planning Board of the 
Town of Cumberland will hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday,  
June 29, 2022 at 6:30pm at the Cumberland Town Hall, 2nd Floor 
Council Chambers, 45 Broad Street, Cumberland, Rhode Island,  
to consider an Amendment to the Town of Cumberland  
Comprehensive Plan entitled:

Amend the Future Land Use Map 2035 of the Town of Cumberland 
Comprehensive Plan to designate Assessor’s Plat 007, Lot 0237  
(490 High Street), as Commercial.

The public may remotely access the meeting on the Zoom platform 
using the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81487550507?pwd=S1ptWTVzY0I2Wk
Fub04zZ1ljM1dXdz09

Or, go to the Zoom website at https://zoom.us/  
Click “Join a Meeting” and enter Meeting ID: 814 8755 0507 and 
Passcode: 238283

For participation using video and audio a computer with webcam 
and microphone is required. Those without computer access may 
participate by telephone using the following number:1-646-876-9923

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING INTERPRETER SERVICES 
FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED MUST NOTIFY THE TOWN 
CLERK AT 728-2400, EXT. 138, 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF 

HEARING DATE.

Per Order of the Cumberland Planning Board 
Jonathan Stevens, Administrative Officer

Abigail P. Abbruzzese ● Ω
Benison C. Aguocha *

Achenyo M. Ali
Starlynn L. Allen ●

Aiden C. Alves
Bethany L. Alves

Savennah A. Andrade ●
Liliana Avelar ●*

Holland E. Babbidge ●
Jaylen N. Bailey

Valeria Ballesteros ●
Joseph M. Barcelos Jr.
Kelssy D. Barrios ●▲
Mitchael D. Bears *

Jake R. Bowen
Jasai H. Boykin ●

Joe Brooks, IV
Krystal Byron
Faith Cadorette

Sarah Capuano ● Ω† Ʃ
Matthew A. Carney

Javiera S. Carreno Godoy
Cacilda Carvalho ●
Aeden Cassidy ●
Gianna C. Casto

Anthony J. Castro-Paulino
Herbert D. Catalan Veliz ● ▲

Aila S. Chin ●* Ω
Brady J. Cofsky

Axcell R. Collins-Mena ● Ω▲
Ryan A. Cote

Crystal-Lee C. DaSilva ●
Emily G. DaSilva

Jerelyn De La Cruz ●
Jase Deanseris ●
Paula DeJesus

Caleb V. DeSousa-Lemos *

Naomi H. Diop ●
Dylan M. Dumais

Ashley M. Escalante▲
Juan Escobar

Jared E. Ethier
Rosana T. Flores-Gonzalez

Faith J. Galvan
Giselle Garcia ●*▲

Sandra O. Gbemisola ● Ω
Benjamin P. Genereux ●

Emmanuel Giron
Dejane Gomes

Elise M. Goncalves ●
Kaishawn L. Goncalves

Angel F. Gonzalez
Jessica M. Gonzalez ●

Kairy E. Gonzalez
Malia Grant

Emily R. Greene
Austin M. Grullon
Devin E. Guertin
Chloe A. Harding
Zakary B. Heine ●

Kaylee M. Higgins ●
Aydan V. Hill

Kaheim X. Horacius
Brandon L. Iglesias

Hope R. Jessop
Alberlyn Jimenez
Anyah D. Johnson
Mark A. Johnson
Jake J. Kelly ●*†

Toren A. Kieon ●*†
Matthew B. Kravitz ● Ω

Jason P. Kuras
Cassandra Lanuza ●

David J. Laquale

Evin J. Laramee
Gabriel E. Laredo

Eric I. Larios
David E. Lecaros ▲

Kalley D. Lima
Jaidyn T. Long
Devin A. Lopez

Kaylee M. Lopez ● †Ʃ
Victor M. Lopez *

Gianni Loredo
Ismael A. Luben

Destiny R. Maciel
Alfredo D. Magana
Samuel A. Mangeni

Luis A. Martinez, Jr. ●*
Victor M. Martinez
Marco Marvel, III

Nicholas R. Maston
Alan V. Mateo

Emma G. McElaney
Jayden D. Medeiros

Kyla I. Medeiros
Karina Y. Mejia ●* Ω▲

Panida C. Melia ● Ω
Naijei T. Mendez-Cruz ● Ʃ

Tatiana Y. Mira ●
Bridgett S. Monroy
Melanie S. Monroy

Nayely S. Morales ● Ω
Jayden F. Moreno

Darieska Muñoz ▲
Hunter J. Muthersbaugh

Alezay Nava
Ruth A. Oliva Sanchez ●*

Leyla M. Olivo S ●* Ω
Sophia O. Oprishan ●

Josalyn T. Parker

Matthew Patenaude
Kolby A. Peckham
David A. Pereira

Joshua M. Pereira ●*
Hernan Perez *

Genesis H. Phillips ●* Ω† Ʃ
Rebecca L. Poisson

Jean Marie L. Preira ● Ω
Daniel E. Quiroa ●

Mario Quiroa
Meilin Quiroa Reyes ● Ω†▲Ʃ

Mildred G. Ramírez ▲
Robert C. Rawcliffe

Haleigh E. Rawson ●
Meghan N. Rawson ● Ω†

Camran A. Reall ●*
Ashton K. Renaud

Annabel M. Restrepo
Michael Reyes
Juan E. Rios

Alexander J. Rodrigues ●*
Alyn V. Rodriguez ▲
Gizelle O. Rodriguez
Julian E. Rodriguez

Onil Rodriguez
Sindy F. Rodriguez
Julianna A. Rosado

Mareme Samate ● Ω
Lilian G. Santos Gomez ▲

Jared Scribner ●
Christian B. Semedo ● Ω

Aidan X. Senecal
Alina S. Shea ●
Anthony Silva
Gracia A. Sosa

Robert Spardello
Katelyn M. Statkiewicz ● Ʃ

Margaret S. Steadman
Rylee J. Stone ●

Dorothy S. Tavares ●
Leah Q. Tavares
Joseph Taylor

Arianna M. Teixeira
Jasmin M. Torres ●
Kelvin H. Tran ●*

Noelle O. TremblayV ● Ω†
Oyinlola D. Umarudeen

Noah L. Vargas ●*
Jonathan D. Velasquez
Adaivy Velazquez ▲
Mariah E. Veveiros ●

Olivia F. Walker ●
Sydni S. Wallace

Laci R. Ward
Alexandria R. Webster ●
Chapman C. White ●*

Gabriella R. Wiggins ●Ω
Diana R. Williams

Devin L. Woloszyn-Rivera ●*
William M. Wolstenholme
Jack C. Wreczycki ●* Ω

Anthony Yoc
Ashley Zamudio

V Valedictorian
S Salutatorian

●Rhode Island Honor Society
*Commissioner’s Proficiency Seal
Ω National Technical Honor Soc.

†National Honor Society
▲Seal of Biliteracy

Ʃ CCRI Running Start

Davies
Continued from page A1
like being alone, playing vid-
eo games and stuff.

“And, generally speaking, 
we didn’t have as much home-
work during distance learn-
ing, and the fact everything 
was digital made it easy. As 
for school, I’ll miss my elec-
tronics class and my teacher, 
Steve Cardoso, most. It was a 
really challenging and inter-
esting class, and Mr. Cardoso 
is very knowledgeable about 
the subject.

“He’s part of the reason I 
chose computer engineering 
over computer science as a 
major.”

White plans on earning that 
Bachelor’s, courtesy of a full 
scholarship, at the University 
of Alabama.

Shortly thereafter, those se-
niors and others marched into 
the jam-packed theatre to the 
usual strains of “Pomp & Cir-
cumstance” as the crowd ap-
plauded, whistled and cheered 
their affections for this Class 
of 2022. And, because of the 
location of this special event, 
the air smelled of popcorn.

School Director Mary Wat-
kins greeted the throngs, then 
introduced Chloe Harding, 
who delivered a stirring rendi-
tion of the National Anthem.

Watkins explained to the 
crowd this ceremony marked 
the CTE school’s 50 th Com-
mencement, and thanked the 
administrators and faculty 
members for their hard work, 
dedication and ability to 
switch gears during the pan-
demic. She also credited par-
ents, grandparents, guardians, 
families and friends for doing 
the same for their loved ones.

Paul Ouellette, the school’s 

Board of Trustees Chair, then 
took to the podium.

“High school is hard, but 
more so at Davies; you not 
only have to worry about ac-
ademics but also CTE,” an 
acronym for career and tech-
nical education, he said. “We 
want to commend you for 
getting through all that. With 
COVID, some parents had to 
adapt their work schedules or 
even had to drive you when 
the buses weren’t running.

“Whether you plan on go-
ing to challenge or go right 
into the workforce, you have 
the security of knowing you’re 
coming from a good place,” 
he continued. “Also, don’t 
forget to give back to Davies – 
maybe it will be organizing a 
reunion, or even coming back 
to become an instructor. Don’t 
forget where you come from.”

Senior Class President Ol-
ivia Walker then offered a few 
words before Valedictorian 
Noelle Tremblay stepped up 
and gave a superb speech on 
how she learned how to em-
brace her own mental health 
during her time as a Patriot. It 
all stemmed from discovering 
she was at the top of her class 
as a junior, but felt no joy be-
cause of it, despite the con-
stant positive feedback from 
her parents, teachers, school-
mates, friends, etc.

“I realized I felt no pride 
because in order to maintain 
my grades and keep this title, 
I had to sacrifice my mental 
health,” she said. “In particu-
lar, my junior year was very 
difficult for me. I lost nearly 
all of my friends after a spe-
cific incident, and I lost two 
family members within half a 
year. Despite this, my grades 
were some of the best I have 
on my record.

“I was told it was impres-

sive to keep my grades up 
while struggling outside of 
school. However, maintaining 
my academics at the expense 
of my mental health left me 
unable to feel accomplished. 
While I am grateful to have 
this opportunity to give a 
speech, if I could have a ‘do-
over,’ I would take care of 
myself, whatever impact that 
may have had on my grades.”

She pleaded with her fel-
low graduates to “make an ex-
ample of me and understand 
how vital it is to take care of 
your mental health,” she add-
ed. “Learn how to recognize 
your emotions. Start develop-
ing coping skills which will 
help you take care of your 
emotional well-being. And 
if caring for yourself doesn’t 
work, please reach out to a 
professional.”

Salutatorian Leyla Olivo 
took a similar tack, saying 
she often worried if she got 
involved in extracurricular 
activities or got a job it might 
affect her grades.

“I learned to not allow 
fear and ‘what if’s’ to have 

such a strong hold on me and 
the decisions I make,” Oli-
vo said. “Fear shouldn’t be 
holding you back and ‘what 
ifs’ shouldn’t keep you from 
becoming the best version of 
yourself.

“As we turn the page and 
begin a new chapter in our 
lives, remember that you 
should focus on what makes 
you happy, not ‘What if I 
don’t succeed?’ Be driven by 
what the future holds and how 
it will fulfill you. Don’t even 
think about selling yourself 
short. I hope, with that, you 
are able to find happiness on 
whatever path you choose af-
ter today.”

Watkins’ message included 
some words of advice from 
her 18 – to 24-year-old self, 
lessons she learned while at-
tending college or just after.

“The first lesson: Get out of 
your comfort zone,” she said, 
describing the tine she worked 
as a server at a Boston eatery 
but was forced one night to 
take over as bartender, which 
she knew nothing about. Her 
boss told her she needed to 

be more social, smile and talk 
more, which wasn’t her style. 
When the boss threatened to 
fire her, she forced herself out 
of that comfort zone.

“It made me more com-
fortable on my feet, and I’m 
that way to this day,” she said. 
“The second lesson: Prioritize 
generosity and kindness. I was 
working at a bakery in Boston 
and while my boss paid us a 
fair wage, his generosity and 
kindness was amazing. If we 
needed help getting an apart-
ment, he’d help you find one. 
If you needed a quick loan, 
he’d give you one.”

She said he’d go out of his 
way to make your life better; 

she asked her graduates to do 
the same.

The third lesson: Choose to 
have a great day.

One summer, Watkins 
found herself working as a 
camp counselor, and the per-
son in charge would always 
greet them and the campers 
with “What kind of day is it? 
It’s a great day!

“We wouldn’t be in the 
mood to say that, but he would 
implore us, and we did,” she 
said. “Even now, I find myself 
saying, ‘Have a great day!’ 
and I’ve taught my children to 
do the same. I ask you to do 
the same, set your expecta-
tions high every morning.”

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies graduates Mareme Samate, Kakeim Horacius and Sandra Gbemisola, from left, get ready 
to take part in the school’s graduation ceremony at the Stadium Theatre in Woonsocket Wednes-
day evening.

Haleigh Rowson, left, and Ashton Renaud join fellow Davies Career and Technical High School 
Class of 2022 members for their graduation ceremony at the Stadium Theatre in Woonsocket 
Wednesday evening.
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Red Sox fail to finish sweep of Athletics
By KEN POWTAK 

Associated Press

BOSTON — Paul Blackburn continued his 
road success by pitching sharply into the sixth 
inning, Christian Bethancourt hit a two-run 
single and the Oakland Athletics held off the 
Boston Red Sox 4-3 Thursday for just their 

second win in 15 games.
Chad Pinder added an RBI single for Oak-

land, which closed its nine-game road trip at 
2-7 and avoided being swept in a three-game 
series by Boston for the second time this 
month.

“Earlier in the day I got a question about 
this team’s fight,” A’s manager Mark Kotsay 
said. “If they didn’t show up and fight today, 
I don’t know what they did. Long road trip, 
obviously, not a successful one.”

J.D. Martinez had three singles and drove 

in a run for Boston. The Red Sox, who had 
won 11 of 13, left eight runners on in the first 
four innings and 13 overall.

Boston star Rafael Devers went 0 for 2 
with a pair of walks and was hit by a pitch, 
ending his streak of four straight games with 
a home run.

Leading 4-1 in the eighth, Oakland third 
baseman Jonah Bride made a two-out throw-
ing error that let a run score. Martinez followed 
with an RBI single that second baseman Tony 
Kemp stopped with a dive in shallow center, 

keeping the tying run from scoring.
Blackburn (6-2) gave up a run and eight 

hits, with four strikeouts and two walks in 5 
1/3 innings, slightly increasing his road ERA 
from 0.91 to 1.00. He entered with the majors’ 
lowest ERA away from home.

“I am,” he said, smiling, when asked if he 
was aware of his road ERA. “There’s just some-
thing about coming into a place and quieting a 
crowd. It’s just what I’ve always enjoyed.”

See DEFEAT, page B6

Eighth-inning comeback 
falls short in matinee loss

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Upper Deck Post 86/14 shortstop Connor Allard helped 
lead the Cumberland and Lincoln squad to a sweep of 
Cranston’s Gershkoff Wednesday night.

Upper Deck turns 
double play
Clapprood, Sukatos deliver on 
mound in sweep of Gershkoff

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

CRANSTON – Behind the pitching of Michael Clap-
prood and George Sukatos, the Upper Deck Post 14 Se-
nior Division club emerged with two one-run victories 
in a season-opening doubleheader sweep of Gershkoff/
Auburn Post 20 at Cranston Stadium Wednesday night.

Behind five shutout innings from Clapprood in Game 
1, Upper Deck grabbed a 1-0 win. The second game fea-
tured a rally with Post 14 storming back from a 5-0 defi-
cit to grab a 6-5 triumph.

A 2021 Cumberland High graduate who’s playing 
college ball at Endicott College, Clapprood racked up 
10 strikeouts in Wednesday’s opener while allowing 
two hits and one walk. His toughest inning was the first 
inning after a double and an error resulted in Gershkoff 
having runners on first and third with one down. Back-
to-back strikeouts by Clapprood kept the game scoreless.

“I was a little surprised at how sharp he was. He didn’t 
pitch a ton in the spring,” said Upper Deck manager Matt 
Allard about Clapprood. “He got ahead of the guys and 
his slider was really good.”

See SWEEP, page B6

By BRIAN MAHONEY 
Associated Press

BOSTON — He hit a championship-winning shot 
with Michael Jordan. He calls the shots for Stephen 
Curry.

From clutch to coach, Steve Kerr has done it all for 
some of basketball’s biggest winners. Any team that can 
claim to be a dynasty across the last 30 years of the 
NBA has some link to Golden State’s coach.

Now back in Boston, the winning Warrior is a victo-
ry away from a ninth NBA championship. It used to be 
that to win that much, you had to be a Celtic.

Kerr just has to beat them.
If the Warriors win Game 6 on Thursday night, for-

get about another banner being hung in Boston. Instead, 
Kerr will be celebrating underneath them.

If so, he will credit Curry and Klay Thompson, just 
as he did as a player with Jordan and Scottie Pippen, or 
Tim Duncan and David Robinson, when trying to ex-
plain his success.

“Just hanging around the right people,” he said with 
a smile. “You hang around superstars long enough, 
you’re going to get some residual success falling your 
way.”

There’s more to it than that, of course. Talent may 
take a team to the top, but staying there — and then get-
ting back again after being knocked down — demands 
more than that. It requires understanding the personnel 
on the court and the personalities in the locker room.

See KERR, page B3

On court or bench, 
Kerr just wins
Coach has been part of 2 dynasties

U.S. OPEN

McIlroy delivers on course

Photo by Brendan McGair
Rory McIlroy, who has been outspoken critic of the new LIV Tour, produced a super 3-under 67 in the first round of the U.S. Open Thurs-
day at The Country Club in Brookline. McIlroy is one shot off the lead held by Canadian Adam Hadwin. 

After taking shots at LIV Tour during week, 
McIlroy delivers shots in superb opening round

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Rory McIl-
roy made another bold statement at the 
U.S. Open. This time it was with his 
golf.

McIlroy has become a leading voice 
on the PGA Tour over the last few years, 
particularly with his rebuke of the Sau-
di-funded series that is disrupting golf. 
The opening round Thursday at The 
Country Club was a reminder he’s pretty 

good at his day job, too.
And a few fiery moments showed how 

badly he wants to end eight years without 
a major.

McIlroy made two straight birdies late 
in his round to become the first player to 
reach 4 under among early starters, only 
to miss the ninth green and make his only 
bogey for a 3-under 67 and a share of the 
lead with qualifiers Joel Dahmen, David 
Lingmerth and Callum Tarren.

At the moment, McIlroy isn’t con-
cerned with his strong stance against LIV 

Golf.
“It’s been eight years since I won a 

major,” he said. “And I just want to get 
my hands on one again.”

Even with a good start, and coming off 
a victory last week in the Canadian Open, 
it doesn’t figure to be easy. The Country 
Club might be as accommodating as it 
gets all week, with moderate wind and 
cloud cover keeping the sun from making 
greens crispy and firm.

See McILROY, page B3

CVS favorite Bradley off to strong start
New England native was at The Country Club for famous 1999 Ryder Cup

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

BROOKLINE, Mass. – Around the 
Rhode Island golf scene, Keegan Bradley 
is known as the player who enjoyed mo-
nopoly status related to the CVS Charity 
Classic.

Before the popular charity tournament 
was disbanded, Bradley was part of the 
team that captured three straight CVS 

crowns – specifically the final three in-
stallments that took place at Rhode Island 
Country Club from 2017 to 2019.

This week, Bradley finds himself try-
ing to tame another New England-based 
course. After Day 1 of the 2022 U.S. Open 
Championship at The Country Club, the 
36-year-old was the definition of Steady 
Eddy after carting an even-par 70. Other 
than birding the par-four, 315-yard No. 5, 
and bogeying the par-four, 381-yard No. 

17, Bradley turned in a pretty clean card.
“I played good. I didn’t drive it my best 

but I putted really well. I’m pretty happy 
with that round. It’s a lot of buildup, so 
even par in a U.S. Open is really good,” 
said Bradley, who was born in Vermont 
and claimed mailing addresses in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts before at-
tending college at St. John’s University.

See BRADLEY, page B3
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Red Sox fail to finish sweep of Athletics
By KEN POWTAK 

Associated Press

BOSTON — Paul Blackburn continued his 
road success by pitching sharply into the sixth 
inning, Christian Bethancourt hit a two-run 
single and the Oakland Athletics held off the 
Boston Red Sox 4-3 Thursday for just their 

second win in 15 games.
Chad Pinder added an RBI single for Oak-

land, which closed its nine-game road trip at 
2-7 and avoided being swept in a three-game 
series by Boston for the second time this 
month.

“Earlier in the day I got a question about 
this team’s fight,” A’s manager Mark Kotsay 
said. “If they didn’t show up and fight today, 
I don’t know what they did. Long road trip, 
obviously, not a successful one.”

J.D. Martinez had three singles and drove 

in a run for Boston. The Red Sox, who had 
won 11 of 13, left eight runners on in the first 
four innings and 13 overall.

Boston star Rafael Devers went 0 for 2 
with a pair of walks and was hit by a pitch, 
ending his streak of four straight games with 
a home run.

Leading 4-1 in the eighth, Oakland third 
baseman Jonah Bride made a two-out throw-
ing error that let a run score. Martinez followed 
with an RBI single that second baseman Tony 
Kemp stopped with a dive in shallow center, 

keeping the tying run from scoring.
Blackburn (6-2) gave up a run and eight 

hits, with four strikeouts and two walks in 5 
1/3 innings, slightly increasing his road ERA 
from 0.91 to 1.00. He entered with the majors’ 
lowest ERA away from home.

“I am,” he said, smiling, when asked if he 
was aware of his road ERA. “There’s just some-
thing about coming into a place and quieting a 
crowd. It’s just what I’ve always enjoyed.”

See DEFEAT, page B6

Eighth-inning comeback 
falls short in matinee loss

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Upper Deck Post 86/14 shortstop Connor Allard helped 
lead the Cumberland and Lincoln squad to a sweep of 
Cranston’s Gershkoff Wednesday night.

Upper Deck turns 
double play
Clapprood, Sukatos deliver on 
mound in sweep of Gershkoff

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

CRANSTON – Behind the pitching of Michael Clap-
prood and George Sukatos, the Upper Deck Post 14 Se-
nior Division club emerged with two one-run victories 
in a season-opening doubleheader sweep of Gershkoff/
Auburn Post 20 at Cranston Stadium Wednesday night.

Behind five shutout innings from Clapprood in Game 
1, Upper Deck grabbed a 1-0 win. The second game fea-
tured a rally with Post 14 storming back from a 5-0 defi-
cit to grab a 6-5 triumph.

A 2021 Cumberland High graduate who’s playing 
college ball at Endicott College, Clapprood racked up 
10 strikeouts in Wednesday’s opener while allowing 
two hits and one walk. His toughest inning was the first 
inning after a double and an error resulted in Gershkoff 
having runners on first and third with one down. Back-
to-back strikeouts by Clapprood kept the game scoreless.

“I was a little surprised at how sharp he was. He didn’t 
pitch a ton in the spring,” said Upper Deck manager Matt 
Allard about Clapprood. “He got ahead of the guys and 
his slider was really good.”

See SWEEP, page B6

By BRIAN MAHONEY 
Associated Press

BOSTON — He hit a championship-winning shot 
with Michael Jordan. He calls the shots for Stephen 
Curry.

From clutch to coach, Steve Kerr has done it all for 
some of basketball’s biggest winners. Any team that can 
claim to be a dynasty across the last 30 years of the 
NBA has some link to Golden State’s coach.

Now back in Boston, the winning Warrior is a victo-
ry away from a ninth NBA championship. It used to be 
that to win that much, you had to be a Celtic.

Kerr just has to beat them.
If the Warriors win Game 6 on Thursday night, for-

get about another banner being hung in Boston. Instead, 
Kerr will be celebrating underneath them.

If so, he will credit Curry and Klay Thompson, just 
as he did as a player with Jordan and Scottie Pippen, or 
Tim Duncan and David Robinson, when trying to ex-
plain his success.

“Just hanging around the right people,” he said with 
a smile. “You hang around superstars long enough, 
you’re going to get some residual success falling your 
way.”

There’s more to it than that, of course. Talent may 
take a team to the top, but staying there — and then get-
ting back again after being knocked down — demands 
more than that. It requires understanding the personnel 
on the court and the personalities in the locker room.

See KERR, page B3

On court or bench, 
Kerr just wins
Coach has been part of 2 dynasties

U.S. OPEN

McIlroy delivers on course

Photo by Brendan McGair
Rory McIlroy, who has been outspoken critic of the new LIV Tour, produced a super 3-under 67 in the first round of the U.S. Open Thurs-
day at The Country Club in Brookline. McIlroy is one shot off the lead held by Canadian Adam Hadwin. 

After taking shots at LIV Tour during week, 
McIlroy delivers shots in superb opening round

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Rory McIl-
roy made another bold statement at the 
U.S. Open. This time it was with his 
golf.

McIlroy has become a leading voice 
on the PGA Tour over the last few years, 
particularly with his rebuke of the Sau-
di-funded series that is disrupting golf. 
The opening round Thursday at The 
Country Club was a reminder he’s pretty 

good at his day job, too.
And a few fiery moments showed how 

badly he wants to end eight years without 
a major.

McIlroy made two straight birdies late 
in his round to become the first player to 
reach 4 under among early starters, only 
to miss the ninth green and make his only 
bogey for a 3-under 67 and a share of the 
lead with qualifiers Joel Dahmen, David 
Lingmerth and Callum Tarren.

At the moment, McIlroy isn’t con-
cerned with his strong stance against LIV 

Golf.
“It’s been eight years since I won a 

major,” he said. “And I just want to get 
my hands on one again.”

Even with a good start, and coming off 
a victory last week in the Canadian Open, 
it doesn’t figure to be easy. The Country 
Club might be as accommodating as it 
gets all week, with moderate wind and 
cloud cover keeping the sun from making 
greens crispy and firm.

See McILROY, page B3

CVS favorite Bradley off to strong start
New England native was at The Country Club for famous 1999 Ryder Cup

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

BROOKLINE, Mass. – Around the 
Rhode Island golf scene, Keegan Bradley 
is known as the player who enjoyed mo-
nopoly status related to the CVS Charity 
Classic.

Before the popular charity tournament 
was disbanded, Bradley was part of the 
team that captured three straight CVS 

crowns – specifically the final three in-
stallments that took place at Rhode Island 
Country Club from 2017 to 2019.

This week, Bradley finds himself try-
ing to tame another New England-based 
course. After Day 1 of the 2022 U.S. Open 
Championship at The Country Club, the 
36-year-old was the definition of Steady 
Eddy after carting an even-par 70. Other 
than birding the par-four, 315-yard No. 5, 
and bogeying the par-four, 381-yard No. 

17, Bradley turned in a pretty clean card.
“I played good. I didn’t drive it my best 

but I putted really well. I’m pretty happy 
with that round. It’s a lot of buildup, so 
even par in a U.S. Open is really good,” 
said Bradley, who was born in Vermont 
and claimed mailing addresses in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts before at-
tending college at St. John’s University.

See BRADLEY, page B3
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course
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McIlroy delivers 
shots in superb 
opening round

By LOLITA C. BALDOR and MIKE CORDER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. announced it will send an 
additional $1 billion in military aid to Ukraine, as Ameri-
ca and its allies provide longer-range weapons they say can 
make a difference in a fight where Ukrainian forces are out-
numbered and outgunned by their Russian invaders.

President Joe Biden and his top national security leaders 
said Wednesday the U.S. is moving as fast as possible to 
spend public money on weapons to send to Ukraine.

The latest package, the U.S. said, includes anti-ship mis-
sile launchers, howitzers and more rounds for the High Mo-
bility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) that U.S. forces 
are training Ukrainian troops on now. All are key weapons 

See BILLION, page A2

Biden: I’ll send another 
billion dollars to Ukraine

Wall Street stocks freefall 
amid inflation, rising rates

By STAN CHOE
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks tumbled on Wall Street 
Thursday as worries roared back to the fore that the world’s 
fragile economy may buckle under higher interest rates.

The S&P 500 fell 3.3% in a widespread rout to more than 
reverse its blip of a 1.5% rally from a day before. Analysts 
had warned of more big swings given deep uncertainties 
about whether the Federal Reserve and other central banks 
can tiptoe the narrow path of hiking interest rates enough to 
get inflation under control but not so much that they cause 
a recession.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average lost 2.4% and was 
briefly down more than 900 points, while the Nasdaq 

See STOCKS, page A2

New YMCA director 
wants you to know 
the Y is for everyone
By STELLA LORENCE

slorence@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET – When 
she was three or four years 
old, Kristen Carlson learned 
to swim and do gymnastics at 
the YMCA in Cranston. Years 
later, she returned to the Cran-
ston Y as a fitness director, 
and she now heads the Woon-
socket YMCA as its new ex-
ecutive director.

“I love it here. I feel like it’s 
home already,” Carlson said.

Carlson was born and 
raised in Rhode Island, with 
a brief hiatus at Indiana 
State University for graduate 
school. It was there, studying 
exercise science, that she first 
got the chance to work at a 
health club through an “assis-
tantship” on campus.

When it came time for 
the post-graduate school 
job search, Carlson said she 
started looking at the YMCA 
vacancy bulletins posted on 
campus. She researched the 
differences between the lo-
cations, and was attracted by 

the emphasis on employee 
growth. She applied to Ys all 
over the country.

“It was really chance that 
I found out about the position 
in Cranston,” she said, add-
ing that she had been about 
to accept a position in Nash-
ua, New Hampshire when she 
found out she had been of-
fered the role in Cranston.

Since taking that job in 
Cranston, where she eventual-
ly worked her way up to senior 
program director, Carlson has 
worked at two other YMCA 
locations besides Woonsock-
et, Kent County and Wester-
ly-Pawtucket.

“We are pleased to wel-
come Kristen to our growing 
team at the Woonsocket Y,” 
said Charlie Clifford, CEO of 
the YMCA of Pawtucket, in a 
statement. “She has an exten-
sive knowledge of program 
development, operations and 
staff management and I am 
confident that she will be a 
tremendous asset to the 
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Mass. House bill aims to 
expand mental health access

BOSTON (AP) — The 
Massachusetts House debat-
ed a bill Thursday designed 
to expand access to mental 
health services.

Democratic House leaders 
said the proposal addresses 
a variety of pressing needs 
including acute psychiatric 
care, the behavioral health 
of young people, strengthen-
ing community-based mental 
health services and investing 
in the behavioral health work-
force.

Another key goal is ex-
panding and enforcing exist-
ing mental health parity laws, 
which are intended to ensure 
that insurance coverage for 

mental health care is equal to 
insurance coverage for other 
medical conditions.

“Our communities across 
the commonwealth are fac-
ing a behavioral health crisis. 
These are issues that affect 
our families, our loved ones, 
our neighbors, our friends 
and disproportionately our 
youth,” said Rep. Adrian 
Madaro, House chairperson 
of the Joint Committee on 
Mental Health, Substance 
Use and Recovery.

“The situation is com-
pounded by continued dispar-
ities in how behavioral health 
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By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

WOONSOCKET – Sydni Wallace 
and Kyla Medeiros stood in a narrow, 
back entryway to the Stadium Theatre 
Wednesday, trying to figure out how 
they got to this point.

There they stood, in black caps and 
gowns, taking selfies and sharing stories 
less than an hour before their graduation 
from the William M. Davies Jr. Career 
& Technical High School in Lincoln. 
Approximately 172 other soon-to-be 
grads joined them in similar activities.

“I really can’t believe this; I’m so ex-
cited!” said Wallace, a Providence resi-
dent who majored in hospitality at Da-
vies but now is preparing to study law 
at the University of Hartford come fall. 
“I know I’m going to miss my friends 
most; I developed a lot of amazing rela-
tionships at Davies, and I’ll never forget 
them.

“But I am looking forward to becom-
ing a criminal lawyer; I know I’ll do it,” 
she added. “I feel like I can help people. 
I know there are people in prison who 
don’t belong there, and I think the sys-
tem is broken. Somebody needs to step 
in and help fix it.”

Added Medeiros: “Yes, I know I’m 
graduating, but I still feel like when 
all this is over I’m going to have to go 
home and get ready for school tomor-
row. We’ve been doing this for so long. 
Now I have to realize it’s time to take 

the next step.”
This Lincolnite will attend the Com-

munity College of Rhode Island in Sep-
tember to major in business; she some-
day hopes to open her own salon, as she 
studied cosmetology at Davies.

Chapman White, a pre-engineering 
technology major and Rumford resi-
dent, stood by himself seemingly pon-

dering his past – and future.
“I can barely believe it’s time; I’m a 

little dazed,” he said. “These four years 
went by faster than I could have ever 
imagined, despite COVID. Still, I think 
I got through it better than most people. 
I handle isolation pretty well because I 
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William M. Davies Jr. High School 
gives diplomas to 172 graduates

TECH BOOM

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Woonsocket YMCA Executive Director Kristen Carlson is busy at 
her desk Thursday.

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Clockwise from left, Davies graduates Aila Chin, Ismael Luben, Axcell Collins, Alan Mateo, Gianni Loredo, Jasai Boykyw, Austin 
Grullon and Kelssy Barrios celebrate their four years at Davies before taking part graduation ceremony at the Stadium Theatre in 
Woonsocket Wednesday evening.

Sophia Oprishan, left, joins her friend, class valedictorian Noelle Tremblay as mem-
bers of Davies Career and Technical High School Class of 2022 celebrates their grad-
uation ceremony at the Stadium Theatre in Woonsocket Wednesday evening.
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