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Crowds head 
back to park

NATION, A2

Crowds flock to Yellowstone 
as park reopens after floods
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Biden calls 
to suspend 
gas tax

NATION, A2

President aims to 
shore up Dems  
election prospects

By STEVE LeBLANC 
Associated Press

BOSTON — The highest 
court in Massachusetts ruled 
Wednesday that the word-
ing of a summary of a ballot 
question for a proposed “mil-
lionaire tax” constitutional 
amendment is legal and the 
measure can go before voters 
in November.

The amendment, if passed, 
would impose a 4% surtax on 
the portion of an individual’s 
annual income that exceeds 
$1 million. The question was 

challenged by a business 
group, some lawmakers, and 
other voters who said the 
attorney general-approved 
summary of the question is 
“completely misleading” be-
cause it said revenues raised 
by the surtax would be spent 
on education and transporta-
tion.

The Supreme Judicial 
Court in its decision said 
the question summary and 
one-sentence statement — 
both of which appear on the 

See BALLOTS, page A3

High court OKs wording 
of ‘millionaire tax’ ballot 
referendum in Mass.

Former cheerleading 
coach charged with 
child molestation

EAST PROVIDENCE 
(AP) — A former coach at a 
competitive cheerleading or-
ganization has been charged 
with sexually assaulting a stu-
dent over a two-year period 
when the girl was from 12 to 
14 years old, police said.

Alyshia Tkacs, 33, of 
Cranston, faces five counts of 
first-degree child molestation 
and two counts of second-de-
gree child molestation, East 
Providence police said in a 
statement Tuesday. She is be-
ing held pending a bail review 
scheduled for June 30, accord-
ing to court records.

An email seeking com-
ment was left with Tkacs’ at-
torney.

The alleged victim came 
forward recently and told in-
vestigators that the assaults 
started in 2012 and “contin-
ued almost daily” for about 
two years, police said.

Tkacs was indicted by a 
grand jury last week.

The investigation is ongo-
ing.

Tkacs, a nurse at Women 
and Infants Hospital, has been 
suspended, according to the 
hospital’s parent company.

“Care New England con-
ducted background checks 
prior to employment and those 
were clean. She has been sus-
pended indefinitely without 
pay and denied access to our 
campus,” the hospital said.

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

EAST PROVIDENCE – Chap-
man White isn’t quite sure exactly 
when he discovered he had been 
selected the William M. Davies Jr. 
Career & Technical High School’s 
first-ever National Merit Scholar, 
that as the Lincoln institution cele-
brates its 50th anniversary.

“It was only about a month 
ago,” White said while relaxing in-
side his family’s Rumford home on 

Saturday afternoon, after the Patri-
ots’ Class of 2022 commencement 
exercises had been held inside the 
Stadium Theatre in Woonsocket. 
“My reaction? I was thrilled.

“My mom was really excited, 
too. We both knew I had been se-
lected as a National Merit Scholar 
semifinalist, then a finalist, but now 
she can say I am one. I know she’s 
proud of me.”

The icing on the celebratory cake 
came a little later on. That’s when 
the 18-year-old White learned, be-

cause of his status as a National 
Merit Scholar, the University of 
Alabama had offered him a full-
ride scholarship to study computer 
engineering.

“My dad and I went to Tuscalo-
osa to visit back in early-to-mid-
May, and I knew immediately I 
liked the campus,” he said. “We 
were blown away by the engineer-
ing facilities; we weren’t expecting 
it to be so 

See SCHOLAR, page A3

EP’s White named National Merit Scholar
Chapman White, 
a 2022 Davies 
Tech graduate, 
has been named 
a National Merit 
Scholar.

Photo by  
Ernest A. Brown

McKee signs far-reaching 
gun control bills into law

By STELLA LORENCE
slorence@woonsocketcall.com

PROVIDENCE – Gov. Dan McKee 
signed three pieces of gun control legis-
lation into law on Tuesday.

Taken together, the laws ban stan-
dard-capacity magazines, prohibit the 
open carry of loaded rifles and shotguns 
and strip all adults under age 21 of the 
right to own a firearm.

“Today is about taking action and 
saving lives,” McKee said at a signing 
ceremony on Tuesday. “This crisis has 
taken too many lives and torn apart too 
many families.”

McKee called for the legislation the 

day after an 18-year-old shooter killed 
nineteen students and two teachers at an 
elementary school in Uvalde, Texas in 
late May.

“Too many lives have been tragical-
ly cut short by senseless gun violence 
across our nation – we cannot allow this 
to continue,” McKee said in a statement 
at the time. “We need action now, here 
in Rhode Island and in our nation’s cap-
ital.”

Gun control advocates and Dem-
ocratic leaders said they have been 
working on the bills throughout the leg-
islative session, building on work and 
momentum from previous years.

“This is just one wonderful day in 

the long struggle to fight gun violence,” 
said Linda Finn, former executive di-
rector of the Rhode Island Coalition 
Against Gun Violence.

Rep. Leonela “Leo” Felix (D-Paw-
tucket), who sponsored the House bill 
banning the open carry of loaded rifles 
and shotguns, said she next would like 
to look at what else is needed to help 
law enforcement agents enforce these 
and other gun control laws. Nicknamed 
“Rookie of the Year” by Senate Major-
ity Leader Michael McCaffrey (D-War-
wick) for her work on the gun control 
package, Felix also said she will 

See GUNS, page A3

Davies student will head to University of Alabama

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Governor Dan McKee, wearing a Moms Demand Action Shirt signs three gun legislation bills into law during a ceremony at the 
statehouse Tuesday. Joining him are Lt. Governor Sabina Matos, State Rep. Chris Blazejewski, Moms Demand Action Founder 
Shannon Watts, Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea, State Senator Cindy Coyne, State Senator Maryellen Goodwin, and others 
during bill signing ceremony at the statehouse Tuesday.
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RED LODGE, Montana (AP) — 
Just three months ago, the Yellowstone 
region like most of the West was drag-
ging through an extended drought with 
little snow in the mountains and wild-
fire scars in Red Lodge from a year ago 
when the area was hit by 105-degree 
Fahrenheit (40.5 Celsius) heat and fire.

Rivers and creeks this week raged 
with water much higher and faster 
than even the rare benchmark 500 year 
flood. Weather-whiplashed residents 
and government officials raced to save 
homes, roads and businesses.

Mostly natural fleeting forces with 
some connections to long-term climate 

change combined to trigger the switch 
from drought to deluge, scientists said.

It was a textbook case of “weather 
weirding,” said Red Lodge resident 
and National Snow and Ice Data Cen-
ter deputy lead scientist Twila Moon. 
Her cropped hair was up in a sweat 
band and she was covered head to toe 
in mud from helping residents clear out 
flooded areas.

But these were conditions unique 
to the northern interior West, scientists 
say. Most of the West doesn’t have 
much snow and will keep struggling 
with drought.

In the Yellowstone area, after a win-

ter with light snow, it finally accumu-
lated a couple of months ago, wet and 
cold, likely thanks to the natural weath-
er event La Nina, building the snow-
pack in the mountains to above normal 
levels. Snow fell so hard on Memorial 
Day weekend people had to abandon 
camping gear and get out of the park 
while they could, said Tom Osborne, a 
hydrologist who has spent decades in 
the area.

Things looked good. The drought 
wasn’t quite busted — in fact Thurs-
day’s national drought monitor still 

See FLOODS, page A2

From dry to deluge: heavy snow, rain flooded Yellowstone
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DEM lifts contact 
advisory for river

Officials identify 
teen who drowned 
at Lincoln Woods

By STELLA LORENCE
slorence@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET – De-
partment of Environmental 
Management inspectors re-
moved the no-contact adviso-
ry for a stretch of the Black-
stone River after a June 5 leak 
from the nearby Woonsocket 
Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility.

The investigation of the 
leak remains ongoing, but Jay 
Wegimont, a spokesperson 
for DEM, said the levels on 
water-quality readings from 

the Blackstone have returned 
to safe levels.

DEM inspectors have been 
at the site daily since June 6, 
investigating “process and 
equipment failures that may 
have resulted in the loss of 
full treatment,” according to a 
DEM release.

The city, which owns, the 
plant, and the contractors 
that service it, have installed 
additional “solids-removal 
equipment” and made other 
improvements to the plant, 

See RIVER, page A3

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – A GoFundMe 
page has been set up for the 
family of the Providence boy 
who died after being pulled 
from the water at Lincoln 
Woods State Park on Sunday 
evening just after 6 o’clock.

Department of Environ-
mental Management officials 
identified the boy on Thurs-
day afternoon as Melecio De-
Leon Regil, a 15-year-old stu-
dent at The Met School. The 
Division of Law Enforcement 
continues to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding 
the drowning.

“The DEM expresses its 
sincerest condolences to the 
victim’s family and friends 
at this unimaginably difficult 
time,” said Michael Healey, 
DEM’s Chief Public Affairs 

Officer.
Kristen Beatty set up the 

GoFundMe fundraiser for Re-
gil’s family, and on that page, 
he was described as “a bright 
light in The Met School com-
munity,” it said. “His kind-
ness and genuine care for 
others was an inspiration to 
all who knew him. Over ev-
erything else, his immense 
love and care for his family 
was his guide.

“There are no words to tru-
ly honor who this young man 
was. Melecio was involved 
in a tragic drowning accident 
this past weekend, and – de-
spite the best efforts of those 
around – he passed away a 
few days later. Please help us 
support his family during this 
incredibly difficult time.”

As of Friday, organizers 
had received 201 donations 
totaling $10,365. 

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – At-Large City 
Councilor Michael Araujo called Fri-
day an exciting day for the Woodlawn 
section of the city, and it was easy to 
tell by the number of residents sitting 
on their stoops watching the ground-
breaking ceremony announcing the 
interior and exterior renovations to 
the West Avenue fire station.

According to other city officials, 
among them Mayor Donald Grebien, 
District 5 Councilor Clovis Gregor 
and acting Fire Chief Joe Murray, 
such remodeling to the historic site is 
long overdue. The city will pay D.F. 
Pray General Contractors of Seekonk 
approximately $5 million to complete 
the project, which will include a new, 
third bay to house a ladder truck.

It’s slated to take about two years.
“It’s exciting to be here; this sta-

tion has been closed since 2017,” said 
Araujo, who also serves as the Prop-
erty Committee Chair. “It’s been va-
cant, but it’s a beautiful piece of prop-
erty. There’s something special about 
having a neighborhood fire station. 
I remember years ago, living right 
down the street in the early 1990s. We 
had a water problem, and they had to 
bring water into the community from 
the National Guard tanks.

“Everybody in the neighborhood 
walked over and got their water so 
they’d be able to eat and drink and 
cook,” he added. “It was great be-

cause it was right in the neighbor-
hood. It’s been missing for five years, 
and it’ about time we get it back. I 
can’t wait for it to be done.

“It’s going to take about two years 
to overhaul, but it’s going to provide 
a safe and clean environment for our 
hard-working men and women at this 
station, and that’s what they deserve. 
We’re bringing this fire station back 

to life, and it will enhance public 
safety right here in the heart of Wood-
lawn.”

The city shut down the West Ave-
nue site in March 2017 because of se-
rious electrical and structural issues, 
not to mention asbestos found inside 
the building. The mayor told 

See STATION, page A3

City breaks ground on 
Station 1 improvements

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Pawtucket Mayor Donald Grebien, far right, is joined by Pawtucket City Councilors Clovis Gregor, Elena Vasquez, Michael Araujo, 
and Mark Wildenhain as well as Acting Fire Chief Joseph Murray and fire officials during a renovation groundbreaking for histor-
ic Fire Station 1, built in 1912 and closed since 2017, located at 394 West Ave., in Pawtucket Friday. The station will be completely 
renovated with an addition for a ladder truck and will house Engine 1, Rescue 1 and Ladder 1 when completed.

A renovation groundbreaking ceremony is held at historic fire station 1, located at 
394 West Ave., in Pawtucket Friday. The station, built in 1912, was the first fire sta-
tion in the city that once housed horse-drawn fire wagons, has been closed since 
2017. It will be a welcome addition to the neighborhood when completed.

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Families enjoy the shoreline at Stephen Olney Pond at the state 
beach in Lincoln Woods State Park in Lincoln recently. A 15-year-
old boy, who was pulled from the pond on Sunday after chasing 
a ball into deep water and submerged, has died, according to 
the state Department of Environmental Management spokesman 
Mike Healey.
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Pawtucket State Rep. Leonela Felix, left joind State Reps. Teresa Tanzi, Justine Caldwell and State 
Senator Cynthia Armour Coyne, from left, applaud during gun legislation signing ceremony at the 
statehouse Tuesday. All four co-sponsored gun legislation bills signed into law Tuesday by Gover-
nor Dan McKee.

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
A large crowd including members from Moms Demand Action applaud during gun legislation sign-
ing ceremony at the statehouse Tuesday.

Guns
Continued from page A1
continue focusing on crimi-
nal justice reform legislation, 
which she said is related to 
the gun control issue.

All three bills signed Tues-
day garnered at least seven 
opposition votes from Dem-
ocrats across both chambers, 
though the standard capacity 
magazine ban had the widest 
margin.

Rep. Justine Caldwell 
(D-East Greenwich) spon-
sored the House bill, which 
bans owning magazines or 
weapons that hold more than 

10 rounds of ammunition ex-
cept law enforcement, mil-
itary and National Guard 
members. But the Senate 
companion bill, sponsored 
by Sen. Cynthia Coyne 
(D-Barrington), died in the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, which Coyne chairs, be-
cause of a tied vote.

The Senate overcame the 
bill’s defeat by taking up the 
House bill instead, which 
passed 25-11 after six failed 
amendments.

“When it tied, for me per-
sonally, I sat there in a little 
bit of shock,” said Syndey 
Montstream-Quas, chair of 
RICAGV. “But clearly there 

was a plan B. The full Senate 
did exactly as expected.”

The ban on standard ca-
pacity magazines will force 
Rhode Island’s legal gun 
owners  to destroy or give 
up their existing magazines 
or face up to five years in 
prison.

The signing ceremony 
drew several protesters who 
demonstrated in the lobby of 
the Statehouse throughout 
the event.

Tuesday’s legislative 
package builds on existing 
gun control laws in Rhode 
Island, including a ban on 
“ghost guns” that don’t have 
serial numbers passed in 

2020 and a prohibition on 
buying guns for anyone con-
victed of domestic violence, 
passed in 2017.

Montstream-Quas said 
next, RICAGV would like to 
see a ban on “assault weap-
ons,” which they have been 
pushing for since 2013, and 
passage of a safe storage 
bill, which would make it 
a felony for a gun owner to 
store their firearm unlocked.

Gun control has also 
been moving at the nation-

al level. The U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a 
wide-ranging package two 
weeks ago that would raise 
the minimum age of owning 
a gun to 21, create a regu-
latory framework for ghost 
guns and ban standard ca-
pacity magazines, among 
other things. Both Rhode Is-
land representatives voted in 
favor of the bill, dubbed the 
“Protecting Our Kids Act,” 
but it is not expected to pass 
the Senate.

The Senate, meanwhile, 
announced a bipartisan deal 
much narrower than the 
House bill last week. While 
it does not ban the sale of 
guns to buyers under 21, it 
expands background checks 
for underage buyers. It also 
includes funds for states to 
enact “red flag laws” which 
would allow the government 
to seize guns from people  
deemed unfit, but who have 
not been charged with any 
crime.
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Scholar
Continued from page A1

well-equipped. It seemed to 
have a lot of the things I want-
ed to work on or with, and that 
really appealed to me.”

The natural question came 
soon after: “Aren’t you ner-
vous about going to school 
well over 1,000 miles from 
home?

“I actually was pretty ex-
cited about living so far away; 
I think it’ll be a new and fun 
experience, and I’m looking 
forward to it,” he said.

He couldn’t say the 
same thing about his mom’s 
thoughts on the subject.

“The past year has been 
pretty rough on our fami-
ly, so I think she tries not to 
think about me and my twin 
sister going off to school,” he 

said, adding Eliza just grad-
uated from St. Mary-Bay 
View Academy in Riverside 
and now is preparing for her 
freshman year at Wellesley 
College.

As for his high school 
graduation last Wednesday 
evening, he admitted it’s still 
hard to believe his career at 
Davies is over.

“The four years didn’t 
seem all that long; there were 
definitely some challenges, 
especially during COVID-19 
and the pandemic,” he said. 
“I just had to make some ad-
justments, but I did, and I got 
through it.”

White is unsure of what his 
final class rank and GPA were 
at the end of his final quarter, 
but did say he was 11 th in his 
class with a 3.99 GPA at the 
close of the second quarter. 
He accomplished that while 

“majoring” in the Pre-Engi-
neering/Technology program.

“I was pondering going into 
computer science, but I was 
won over by my experiences 
and success in my electronics 
engineering courses,” he said. 
“Part of it was because of Mr. 
(Steve) Cardoso, my teacher; 
he runs the classes very well, 
he’s friendly with the students 
and extremely knowledgeable 
at the things he’s teaching.

“He’s very good at com-
bining teaching theory and 
following that with interest-
ing experiments in our labs. 
At Alabama, I would like to 
work on embedded systems – 
that is, like, computers in cars 
or appliances. But I wouldn’t 
mind working on computer 
systems for weapons or mili-
tary equipment.”

While explaining his high 
school experience, especially 

given the pandemic, was no 
cakewalk, going through the 
process of becoming a Na-
tional Merit Scholar both dif-
ficult and drawn out.

“I had to apply for it, and 
that started a long time ago,” 
he said. “Both my mom and 
my guidance counselor, Mrs. 
(Jessica) Plumer, helped me 
through the application pro-
cess. It took a long while to 
get any feedback from the Na-
tional Merit Scholar organi-
zation. I had to provide them 

information about myself, like 
grades, extracurricular activi-
ties, community involvement, 
etc.

“I also had to write an essay 
on a subject of my choosing, 
so I decided to write about my 
experiences as a Boy Scout 
leader during COVID,” he 
added. “I did that with Troop 
55 out of Riverside for a year. 
I found out back in February 
or March I was a semifinalist, 
and about a month ago, I got 
an e-mail informing me I was 

a National Merit Scholar, and 
that I would be receiving a 
scholarship to Alabama.

“It didn’t say the schol-
arship’s amount until I went 
on-line, and then I found out 
it was a full ride; it was great! 
The National Merit Scholar-
ship is offered by some uni-
versities, but not all. I found 
out that the University of 
Oklahoma and another one in 
Texas had offered me scholar-
ships as well, but none were as 
attractive as Alabama’s.”

National Park Service
This photo provided by National Park Service shows West Entrance gate traffic on Wednesday, 
June 22, 2022 at Yellowstone National Park in Montana. Visitors will return to a changed land-
scape in Yellowstone National Park on Wednesday as it partially reopens following record floods 
that reshaped the park’s rivers and canyons, wiped out numerous roads and left some areas fa-
mous for their wildlife viewing inaccessible, possibly for months to come.  

Ballots
Continued from page A1
ballot — describing the ef-
fects of a “yes” vote are in 
compliance with the state con-
stitution.

“The proposed amend-
ment does not address how 
the Legislature may spend 
monies other than those 
raised by the amendment,” 
the court ruled. “Consequent-
ly, the Attorney General’s 
summary need not opine on 
whether, as plaintiffs contend, 
monies that historically have 
been spent on education and 
transportation could, at some 
future point, be spent else-
where. The summary need 
only describe the amendment 
itself; we hold that it does so 
fairly, in compliance” with 
the state constitution.

Supporters have said the 
measure could take $1.9 bil-
lion from Massachusetts tax-
payers.

The group pushing the 
proposed amendment wel-
comed the ruling.

“This decision is a victo-
ry for everyone who wants 
Massachusetts to be a place 
where the very rich pay their 
fair share to make our schools 
great and our roads and transit 
safe and efficient,” Fair Share 
for Massachusetts campaign 
spokesperson Steve Craw-
ford said. “The ballot’s sim-
ple language accurately de-
scribes what the Fair Share 
Amendment will do.”

Critics of the proposed 
amendment said they fear 
voters won’t fully understand 
what they’re voting for.

“We’re disappointed in 
the court’s decision not to 
clarify the language that goes 
on the ballot to prevent vot-
ers from being misled into 
thinking that a vote for the 

amendment would result in 
increased spending on educa-
tion and transportation,” said 
Chris Anderson, of the Presi-
dent Mass. High Technology 
Council.

The state’s constitution 
currently requires all income 
be taxed at uniform rates. The 
$1 million threshold would 
be adjusted each year to re-
flect cost-of-living increases.

The proposed amendment 
reads in part: “To provide the 
resources for quality pub-
lic education and affordable 
public colleges and univer-
sities, and for the repair and 
maintenance of roads, bridg-
es and public transportation, 
all revenues received in ac-
cordance with this paragraph 
shall be expended, subject to 
appropriation, only for these 
purposes.”

Critics are focused on the 
phrase “subject to appropria-
tion.”

The Massachusetts High 
Technology Council said 
it fears the summary of the 
question and a one-sentence 
statement about the effect of 
a yes vote could lead voters 
to believe the money could 
only be spent on education 
and transportation.

Instead the money is “sub-
ject to appropriation” by law-
makers, meaning there’s no 
guarantee, critics said.

Those filing the lawsuit say 
the yes vote sentence should 

instead read:
“A YES VOTE would 

amend the state Constitution 
to impose an additional 4% 
tax on that portion of incomes 
over one million dollars to be 
used, subject to appropriation 
by the state Legislature, on 
education and transportation, 
though the Legislature could 
choose to reduce funding on 
education and transportation 
from other sources and re-
place it with the new surtax 
revenue because the proposed 
amendment does not require 
otherwise.”

In a court hearing earlier 
this year, an attorney rep-
resenting Attorney General 
Maura Healey’s office argued 
that language would be con-
fusing and potentially mis-
leading to voters. Healey, a 
Democrat, is running for gov-
ernor.

The proposed amendment 
is being pushed by a coalition 
of labor unions, community 
organizations and religious 
groups.

A similar effort to raise tax-
es was knocked off the 2018 
ballot after a legal challenge 
by several business-backed 
organizations.

The Supreme Judicial 
Court threw out that version 
of the millionaire tax, ruling it 
violated restrictions placed on 
citizen initiatives by combin-
ing taxes and multiple spend-
ing proposals in a single ballot 
question.
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