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Valley photo 
contest now 

under way
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Heritage Corridor 
organizes landmark 

photo challenge

Ice pops 
essential 
for summer
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These tasty treats 
never go out of 
fashion

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – William M. Davies, 
Jr. Career and Technical High School 
Class President Ibiolatiwa Akomolafe 
remembers all the bragging that the 
Class of 2020 participated in four years 
ago, when they were just freshmen, 
blustering about what a special time 
their graduating year was going to be 
and how 2020 was their lucky number.

“Boy, were we wrong,” Akomolafe 
joshed during Davies Tech’s virtual 
graduation ceremony, which recent-
ly aired both online and on television. 
“But, for today, let’s focus on the pos-
itives. First off, we’re graduating, so 
that’s definitely a plus. All jokes aside, 
this class has been through a lot of trial 
and error together, and we still pulled 
through.”

The perseverance of Davies Tech’s 
Class of 2020 was celebrated during 
the recent virtual commencement 

See DAVIES, page A2

HIGH TECH GRADS

Photos by Fallon Photographic Art, LLC
Davies Technical High School Class of 2020 Salutatorian Stephen Rogers receives his diploma from Davies Director Adam  
Flynn-Tabloff. The school’s “virtual commencement” took place earlier this month.

Davies Class of 2020 asked 
to ‘find hope, find freedom’

Valedictorian Gloria Medeiros told her classmates, “Do not let this virus determine 
your future.”

NASCAR ‘noose’ was 
garage door handle

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

The “noose” found hang-
ing in Bubba Wallace’s garage 
stall at Talladega Superspeed-
way had been there since at 
least last October, federal 
authorities said Tuesday in 
announcing there will be no 
charges filed in an incident 
that rocked NASCAR and its 
only fulltime black driver. 

U.S. Attorney Jay Town 
and FBI Special Agent in 
Charge Johnnie Sharp Jr. said 
an investigation determined 
“although the noose is now 
known to have been in garage 
number 4 in 2019, nobody 
could have known Mr. Wal-
lace would be assigned to ga-
rage number 4 last week.”

A crew member for Rich-
ard Petty Motorsports discov-
ered the rope handle Sunday 
at the Alabama race track. 
NASCAR was alerted and 
contacted the FBI, which 
sent 15 agents to the track to 
investigate. They determined 
no federal crime was commit-
ted.

The statement said the 
garage stall was assigned 
to Wallace last week in ad-
vance of the race scheduled 
for Sunday but held Monday 
because of rain. Through vid-
eo confirmed by NASCAR it 
was discovered the pull down 
handle “was in that garage as 
early as October 2019.” 

The agencies said the evi-
dence did not support federal 
charges.  

Grebien bids 
for 6th term 
as mayor

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Septem-
ber’s Democratic primary for 
mayor will be a rematch of 
the 2018 general election, as 
incumbent five-term Mayor 
Donald R. Grebien will once 
again square off against chal-
lenger David F. Norton on the 
ballot, as both declared their 
candidacy on Monday.

In the 2018 election, Gre-
bien easily defeated Norton 
– who then ran under the ban-
ner of “Hospitals Before Sta-
diums” – 11,721 votes or 70.7 
percent to 4,737 votes or 28.6 
percent. This year, however, 
Norton has filed has a Demo-
crat, according to information 
from Pawtucket’s Board of 
Canvassers office.

Due to publication dead-
lines, The Times does not 
have access to filing infor-
mation that might have been 
processed by the Board of 
Canvassers during a full busi-
ness day on Tuesday. But 
The Times will catch up with 
news on candidates for the 
full three-day declaration pe-
riod as quickly as print dead-
lines permit.

Grebien, in a press release 
announcing his run for a sixth 

term in office, said the city is 
in a “prime position” to con-
tinue moving forward with 
“real progress, real results, 
and proven leadership.”

Since taking office in 
2011, Grebien said his ad-
ministration has moved the 
city forward from the brink 
of bankruptcy to having an-
other no-tax-increase budget 
with the City Council this 
year, while the city continues 
to experience “an exciting 
period of growth welcoming 
new businesses, transforming 
its mills into live-work space, 
and supporting its world-re-
nowned arts community.”

“We continue to stay fo-
cused on and are advancing 
the largest economic devel-
opment project in our city’s 
history – a beautiful, mixed-
use riverfront development 
that will change the landscape 
of our downtown and restore 
Pawtucket to the active cen-
ter of northern Rhode Island 
we once were,” said Grebien. 
“We are also welcoming a 
new Commuter Rail Station 
set to open in early 2022.”

The mayor also touted 
his efforts over the past nine 
years in teaming with the 
School Committee, School 

See MAYOR, page A2

David Norton files declaration 
papers to run as challenger

Segway maker finally hits the brakes
By MATT OTT and CATHY 

BUSSEWITZ
AP Business Writers

Segway, which boldly claimed 
its two-wheeled personal transporter 
would revolutionize the way people 
get around, is ending production of its 
namesake vehicle.

The Segway PT, popular with tour-
ists and police officers but perhaps bet-
ter known for its high-profile crashes, 
will be retired on July 15, the company 
said in a statement. 

“Within its first decade, the Segway 
PT became a staple in security and law 
enforcement, viewed as an effective 
and efficient personal vehicle,” said 
Judy Cai, Segway president, in a state-
ment, noting that in the past decade it 
gained popularity with vacationers in 

See SEGWAY, page A2

Photo by Linda Davidson / The Washington Post
Segway says it will end production of its namesake two-wheeled balancing personal 
transporter, popular with tourists and police officers but perhaps best known for its 
high-profile crashes. 
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Mayor
Continued from page A1

Department, and Superin-
tendents to provide the city’s 
students with “the very best.”

“We have opened the doors 
to fully renovated Nathanael 
Greene and Potter Burns El-
ementary Schools,” Grebi-
en said. “Over the next two 
years, we will continue with 
a complete ground-up rebuild 
of Henry Winters Elementary 
as well as generational health 
and safety improvements 
throughout our school district 
facilities to provide our chil-
dren with a safe and condu-
cive learning environment.”

“Quality of life issues will 
always be a priority. Amongst 

other initiatives, we have con-
tinued reinvesting in our parks 
and recreational facilities, in-
cluding the newly-renovated 
Payne Park, the Looff Carousel 
in Slater Park, John Street and 
San Bento basketball courts for 
our community to enjoy,” the 
mayor added. He also high-
lighted increases in zoning and 
code enforcement across the 
city, soon-to-begin automated 
trash collection, and the tran-
sition of streetlights to LED 
as part of the administration’s 
green initiatives.

An Army veteran, former 
English teacher, and small 
business owner, Norton, who 
spent much of his adult life 
living abroad in Germany, 
Denmark, Chile, and Japan, 
said his “life experience and 
worldview tell me that a 99 

percent white fire department 
in a city that is only 50 percent 
white is indicative of more 
than just systemic racism: it 
is indicative of a serious lack 
of leadership over the past 10 
years of the current adminis-
tration.”

“I feel because of my di-
verse experiences and view 
of the world that I have a very 
unique vision, and that I am 
uniquely qualified, for the job 
of being mayor of Pawtuck-
et,” Norton said in a press 
release announcing his can-
didacy. “I envision a city that 
treats residents equally both in 
terms of city hiring and com-
munication.”

Norton said this is happen-
ing across all city departments, 
which are “94 percent white,” 
which is why he envisions 

working with an NAACP-ori-
ented review board to address 
and implement “solutions 
to our discriminatory hiring 
practices.”

Economically, he said, he 
would like to see a city that re-
jects the use of taxpayer mon-
ey for “pie-in-the-sky projects 
for wealthy out-of-state inves-
tors,” instead focusing on a 
“bottom-up economic devel-
opment strategy that supports 
local small and family busi-
nesses with a focus on spe-
cialty goods and services that 
utilizes our many unique and 
diverse cultural traditions and 
activities.”

Norton further said his ad-
ministration would prioritize 
the “well-being of residents 
over the interests of wealthy 
developers. I envision a city 

where tax money is used for 
fire departments, emergen-
cy preparedness, affordable 
housing, and schools, not for 
building entertainment venues 
for wealthy folks.”

No stranger to the political 
arena, Norton has previously 
run for office for the District 
8 State Senate seat in 2018 
and District 60 State Repre-
sentative in 2016. He lost both 
Democratic primaries.

The winner of Septem-
ber’s Democratic primary will 
move on to the general elec-
tion in November, where they 
will be awaiting a challenge 
from independent candidate 
and Prospect Street resident 
Kenneth A. Hazard.

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Davies
Continued from page A2
exercises, during which Akomolafe 
described the graduates as “special. 
Definitely not in a ‘global pandem-
ic’ type of way, but that will have 
to do. Now go live your life and do 
big things. Just make sure you wash 
your hands after.”

“I know it’s discouraging to grad-
uate like this. However, our senior 
year might have been stripped away 
from us, but no one can strip away 
our unity. No one can strip away all 
the hard work that you did to get to 
where you are today…” Akomolafe 
said. “You see that diploma? It has 
your name on it. You did it.  And I 
guess I could say I’m proud of you. 
This class is full of cosmetologists, 
nursing assistants, electricians, en-
gineers, graphic designers, and so 
much more. Overall brilliant peo-
ple. We even had people in this class 
working on the front lines combating 
the virus as healthcare workers.”

Davies Tech Director Adam Fly-
nn-Tabloff described the Class of 
2020 as an “unforgettable and un-

defeatable” group of students who 
overcame “the most difficult year 
ever faced in public education.”

“What can I possibly say that 
would be proportional to and re-
spectful of everything that you en-
dured this year? How can I give 
advice to young people that are 
about to enter adulthood in times 
like this?” Flynn-Tabloff wondered. 
“We are constantly reminded that 
these are uncertain, unprecedented, 
challenging, and difficult times. And 
the concept of a ‘new normal’ looms 
over all of us as we prepare to ad-
just to post-pandemic conditions and 
to the social strife that currently is 
plaguing our country and the world.”

“I’m simply going to ask you to 
join me in reflection,” the school’s 
director continued. “I want you to 
join me in reflecting upon ways that 
we can contribute not to a new nor-
mal, but rather to a better normal. I 
have to question what it really even 
means to be ‘normal.’ … From your 
earliest years, adults have likely told 
you to act normal, to be normal, 
and at times reminded you that your 
behavior was not normal. Perhaps 
there’s no better time than now to 

challenge what it means to be nor-
mal. I’m certainly not saying that 
everything that is considered to be 
normal is wrong.”

Salutatorian Stephen Rogers said 
the Class of 2020 should be “proud 
of where we are and what we ac-
complished.”

“I know that these last few 
months have been a struggle and 
there have been many changes to 
our senior year. However, we should 
not be looked upon as the class that 
graduated during the pandemic. We 
have accomplished far more signif-
icant things during our high school 
years. We should not be remembered 
as the class that had no prom or the 
class who missed out on a proper 
graduation, that is an insult to every 
single graduate, parent, teacher, and 
staff who have worked so hard to get 
to this point. We are so much more 
than this,” Rogers said.

“We can say we were the first 
class to accomplish virtual learning 
through our resilience and determi-
nation. We have gained the power 
to change this world for the better,” 
Rogers continued. “Therefore, I 
want to make a deal with all of you 

right now. When we graduate from 
here, I want all of you to write your 
name in the pages of history. I want 
everyone to find how they can im-
prove the world in their own way. 
I want everyone to be remembered 
for their actions and not by this pan-
demic, so get out there and make 
yourself worth being remembered, 
because history has its eyes on you.”

Valedictorian Gloria Medeiros 
noted that quarantines cannot last 
forever, and students will again soon 
find themselves experiencing the 
outside world with no limits.

“The Class of 2020 is in a very 
unique situation. Even taking classes 
online, postponing or canceling big 
senior events, and overall, our expe-
rience has been completely different 
from any other year,” Medeiros not-
ed. “This current pandemic will not 
last forever. There will be an end to 
it all. We will find hope, we will find 
freedom. Do not let this virus deter-
mine your future. The Class of 2020 
will succeed.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

Photo by Fallon Photographic Art, LLC
Nicholas Croce was named the Davies 
High student of the year.

Segway
Continued from page A1
major cities in North America, 
Europe, Asia, South America, 
and the Middle East.

But the Segway, which car-
ries a standing passenger on a 
wide platform, accounted for 
less than 1.5% of the com-
pany’s revenue last year. The 
company said 21 employees 
will be laid off, another 12 
employees will stay on for 
two months to a year and five 
will remain at the Bedford, 

New Hampshire facility.
“This decision was not 

made lightly, and while the 
current global pandemic did 
impact sales and production, 
it was not a deciding factor in 
our decision,” Cai said.

The transportation rev-
olution that inventor Dean 
Kamen envisioned when he 
founded the company in 1999 
never took off. The Segway’s 
original price tag of around 
$5,000 was a hurdle for many 
customers. It also was chal-
lenging to ride because the 
rider had to be balanced at a 

specific angle for the vehicle 
to move forward. If the rid-
er’s weight shifted too much 
in any direction, it could eas-
ily spin out of control and 
throw the rider off. They were 
banned in some cities because 
users could easily lose con-
trol if they were not balanced 
properly.

“What did they think the 
market was when they built 
this, when they designed it?” 
asked Maryann Keller, princi-
pal at Maryann Keller & As-
sociates. “My impression was 
they were talking about this as 
personal mobility. How could 
you think that something this 
large and expensive would be 
personal mobility?”

Ten months after buying 
the company in 2009, British 
self-made millionaire Jim He-
selden died after the Segway 
he was riding careened off a 
30-foot cliff not far from his 
country estate north of Lon-
don. He was 62 years old. 

In 2003, President George 
W. Bush avoided injury af-

ter tumbling off a Segway at 
his parents’ summer home in 
Kennebunkport, Maine.

A cameraman riding a 
Segway ran over Usain Bolt in 
2015 as the Jamaican sprinter 
did a victory lap after winning 
a 200-meter race in Beijing. 
Bolt wasn’t injured and later 
joked about the incident.

In 2017, Segway got into 
the scooter business, just as 
the light, inexpensive and 
easy-to-ride two-wheelers 
took over urban streets. Rid-
ers took 38.5 million trips 
on shared electric scooters in 
2018, according to the Nation-
al Association of City Trans-
portation Officials. 

Segway’s foray into light-
weight scooters may have 
been a sign that its original 
PT’s days were numbered. 

“It was probably over-
hyped before it was launched, 
and when it was launched, 
it was like, this is not going 
to work on city sidewalks,” 
Keller said.

Powerful earthquake shakes southern Mexico
By MARÍA VERZA 

and CHRISTOPHER 
SHERMAN
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — A 
powerful earthquake cen-
tered near the southern Mex-
ico resort of Huatulco killed 
at least five people, swayed 
buildings in Mexico City and 
sent thousands fleeing into 
the streets. 

Mexico President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador said 
one person was killed and 
another injured in a building 
collapse in Huatulco, Oaxa-
ca. Otherwise he said reports 
were of minor damage from 
the magnitude 7.4 quake, 
including broken windows 

and collapsed walls. Oaxaca 
Gov. Alejandro Murat said a 
second person was killed in 
an apparent house collapse 
in the tiny mountain village 
of San Juan Ozolotepec, and 
said a third died in circum-
stances he did not explain.

Federal civil defense au-
thorities reported two more 
deaths: a worker at the state-
run oil company, Pemex, fell 
to his death from a refinery 
structure, and a man died in 
the Oaxaca village of San 
Agustin Amatengo when a 
wall fell on him.

Pemex also said the quake 
caused a fire at its refinery in 
the Pacific coast city of Sali-
na Cruz, relatively near the 
epicenter. It said one worker 

was injured and the flames 
were quickly extinguished. 
Churches, bridges and high-
ways also suffered damage 
during the quake.

López Obrador said there 
had been more than 140 af-
tershocks, most of them 
small.

Seismic alarms sounded 
midmorning with enough 
warning for residents to 
exit buildings. Power was 
knocked out to some areas.

Helicopters flew over 
downtown Mexico City and 
police patrols sounded their 
sirens.

Groups of people still 
milled around in close prox-
imity on streets and side-
walks in some neighborhoods 

of the capital about an hour 
after the quake. Many were 
not wearing masks despite 
past appeals from municipal 
officials for them to do so as 
a way to curb the spread of 
the new coronavirus.

Inside a Mexico City mil-
itary barracks converted to 
COVID-19 hospital, medi-
cal staff suited in protective 
equipment tried to calm anx-
ious patients. Unable to evac-
uate isolation areas, patients 
huddled under a large beam 
in the women’s ward while a 
nurse tried to calm one hav-
ing a panic attack.

Teresa Juárez could only 
wish for it to pass quickly 
from her hospital bed where 
she lay connected to oxygen. 

Diabetic and with high blood 
pressure, Juárez said she 
thought about her five chil-
dren. “It’s horrible, you’re 
here and you don’t know 
what to do,” she said.

The U.S. Geologic Survey 
said the quake hit at 10:29 
a.m. (11:29 a.m. Eastern) 
along Mexico’s southern 
Pacific coast at a depth of 
16 miles (26 km). The epi-
center was 7 miles (12 km) 
south-southwest of Santa 
Maria Zapotitlan in Oaxaca 
state

It was felt in Guatemala 
and throughout south and 
central Mexico.

In Huatulco, a laid-back 
beach destination known 
for surfing and small pro-

tected coves, the earthquake 
knocked goods off shelves 
and some rubble from build-
ings.

Mari González of the Prin-
cess Mayev hotel in Huatul-
co said staff and guests were 
able to evacuate the building 
before the quake, but that 
45 minutes after the initial 
quake they were still outside 
as strong aftershocks contin-
ued. 

“It was strong, very 
strong,” she said.

González said there was 
some visible broken glass 
and mirrors, but no major 
damage. The staff was wait-
ing for the aftershocks to dis-
sipate before fully evaluating 
the property.

Police investigate 3rd shooting in Seattle ‘autonomous zone’
SEATTLE (AP) — Police on Tues-

day were investigating the third shoot-
ing incident near an “autonomous 
zone” in Seattle that has been occu-
pied by a group of armed anarchists 
for about a week.

Mayor Jenny Durkan said Monday 
the city would move to “wind down” 
the protest zone following the shoot-

ings that have distracted from changes 
sought by thousands of peaceful pro-
testers opposing racial inequity and 
police brutality. Before the shootings, 
Durkan had said she would let the 
zone continue for “a summer of love.”

The latest shooting occurred ear-
ly Tuesday and left a man in his 30s 
wounded in the Capitol Hill neighbor-

hood east of downtown. His injuries 
were not life-threatening.

Lorenzo Anderson, 19, was killed 
Saturday and the condition of a 
33-year-old man shot around the same 
time was upgraded Monday to satis-
factory. A 17-year-old boy was shot in 
the arm Sunday night near the area. He 
was treated at a hospital and released. 

Police said the latest victim refused 
to provide any information about the 
shooting or a suspect description. 
There were additional reports of shots 
fired around the same time but no re-
ports of additional victims.

Durkan has said police will soon 
return to the police station within the 
occupied zone. 
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