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Vendors wanted for French 
Heritage Festival

WOONSOCKET — The North-
ern Rhode Island Council of the Arts 
is seeking vendors for its 37th annual 
French Heritage Festival & Soiree.

The festival will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 7, at River Island Arts Park in 
Woonsocket from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

There will be local vendors, arts and 
crafts, trivia, traditional French meat 
pies, dynamites, as well as other spe-
cialties. Live music will be provided by 
Les Joyeux Copains and Le Vent des 
Cantons from Canada. Special guest 
appearances and activities for chil-
dren will also be at the festival. The 
Soiree will be held from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at Holy Trinity parish hall (former 
OLQM) after the festival. Admission to 
the soiree is $10 which will include dy-

namites and a beverage.
For more information on reserving 

a vendor spot please call Tammy Ir-
win at 401-257-5797 or email tammy-
faye1969@cox.net. Vendor fees are 
$25 per 12x12 space and Informational 
or Non profit booths have no fee.

For more information, visit NRICA.
org.

St. Matthew Trinity Church
PAWTUCKET — St. Matthew 

Trinity Church, 690 Newport Ave., 
Pawtucket invites the Darlington area 
to its Sunday service, which starts at 
9:30 a.m.

The church is fully handicapped ac-
cessible. Parking is plentiful on First 
and Liberty streets. For more informa-
tion, contact the church at (401) 723-
5632.      

Brain injury support group
NORTH SMITHFIELD — The 

Brain Injury Association of Rhode Is-
land continues to hold support groups 
for survivors on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month.

Meetings are held in the basement 
cafeteria of the Rehabilitation Hospital 
of RI, 116 Eddie Dowling Highway, 
North Smithfield, from 2:30 to 4 p.m.

Barbara Jackson is facilitator.
For more information, call 401-766-

0800, ext. 5312. 

Four Corners Community Chapel
CUMBERLAND — Four Cor-

ners Community Chapel service hours 
through Sept. 1:

Sundays, 9 a.m. Service of Worship. 
Communion will be served on the first 
Sunday of the month.

Valley Briefs

WOONSOCKET — The Museum of Work & Culture will 
launch its slate of summer SensAbilities programs on Monday, 
July 22.

Made-to-Order Mondays will provide free admission for 
families, day programs, and aides who wish to experience the 
MoWC in a low sensory, less crowded environment. Sensory 
elements such as lighting and sound are adjusted, and trained 
staff and volunteers are on hand to provide supplementary 
tools and offer tours to visitors who have children with special 
needs.

In addition, the program will provide families free access to 
therapist-led art and music activities designed to help children 
and teens with sensory sensitivities engage creatively with the 
MoWC’s themes.

The first of these programs will be held on Monday, July 22, 
at noon, with board-certified music therapists from Hands in 
Harmony, Inc.. Participants will have the opportunity to play 
with percussion and string instruments, engage with rhythm, 
repetition, and composing.

On Monday, Aug. 5, at 9 a.m., art therapists will lead “Pow-
er Animal,” a fiber arts session in which visitors will create 
a stuffed felt “power animal.” Participants will be invited to 
consider qualities they want to strengthen within themselves, 
or positive energies they would like to bring into their life, and 
an animal that represents such. Goals for the activity include 
self-reflection/awareness and materials exploration through a 
strengths-based approach. Participants will learn how to sew, 
stuff, and decorate their power animals.

Each session is open to up to 10 participants, and registra-
tion is required. Families can register by emailing mowc@rihs.
org or calling 401-769-9675.

These events are free and made possible with the generous 
support of CVS Health Charity Classic.

Made-to-Order Mondays is a part of the MoWC’s Sens-
Abilities program. Additional offerings include SensAbilities 
Saturdays, when the MoWC opens an hour early on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month for families seeking a less crowd-
ed environment in which to enjoy features and exhibits. The 
MoWC also offers tools to help parents and caretakers prepare 
for their visit. A social story has been created as a step-by-step 
illustrated guide to help those on the autism spectrum navi-
gate exhibits. Additionally, the MoWC provides checklists and 
“first-then” boards to better control time and sequence. These 
materials are available in the MoWC and on the Rhode Island 
Historical Society’s website.

Museum of Work & 
Culture launches summer 
SensAbilities programs 
Free, therapist-led activities Mondays

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Career and technical students rep-
resenting the Blackstone Valley won one of the nation’s high-
est awards at the 2019 SkillsUSA Championships, held in 
Louisville, Ky., on June 26 to 27. More than 6,500 students 
competed at the national showcase of career and technical 
education.

The SkillsUSA Championships is the largest skill competi-
tion in the world and covers 1.4 million square feet, equivalent 
to 20 football fields or 25 acres.

Students were invited to the event to demonstrate their tech-
nical skills, workplace skills and personal skills in 103 hands-
on competitions including robotics, automotive technology, 
drafting, criminal justice, aviation maintenance and public 
speaking.

Industry leaders from 600 businesses, corporations, trade 
associations and unions planned and evaluated the contestants 
against their standards for entry-level workers.

Industry support of the SkillsUSA Championships is valued 
at over $36 million in donated time, equipment, cash and mate-
rial. More than 1,100 industry judges and technical committee 
members participated this year.

The following students were honored:
Christian Godinez, from Central Falls and a student at W.M. 

Davies Junior Career Tech High School, was awarded a Skill 
Point Certificate in First Aid-CPR.

Ibiolatiwa Akomolafe, from Pawtucket and a student at 
W.M. Davies Junior Career Tech High School, was awarded 
a Skill Point Certificate in Health Occupations Professional 
Portfolio.

Kayla Perez, from Pawtucket and a student at W.M. Davies 
Junior Career Tech High School, was awarded a Skill Point 
Certificate in Nail Care.

EAST PROVIDENCE — 
At the close of each academic 
year, Providence Country Day 
School students in both mid-
dle and upper school are rec-
ognized for high achievement 
in all areas of school life – ac-
ademic excellence, service to 
the community and inventive-
ness in the arts, among other 
areas. Congratulations to the 
following PCD students, who 
were honored at the annual 
awards assembly:

CUMBERLAND
Bennett Hicks, 2020, The 

Alex Poulos Memorial Athlet-
ic Award

FRANKLIN
Cameron Yee, 2019, 

Coaches Citation

LINCOLN
Livia Greenberg, 2023, 

The Middle School Award 
For Outstanding Effort And 
Achievement In Visual Art

 Nathan Katzman, 2019, 
The Award For Excellence 
In Biology; The Gerald B. 
Woodruff Progress Award

Local students honored by PCD

SkillsUSA Workforce Development 
event recognizes Valley students


