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Submitted photo
From left to right, Dan Motta Sr., Keene Ferrer, Bill Massey and Jim Tanner celebrated Monday’s 
Jim Tanner Caddy Classic at Pawtucket Country Club. The event raised over $10,000.

Tanner Caddy Classic raises over $10,000 BASEBALL 

Webb reaches pinnacle
Pawtucket native pitching in prestigious Cape Cod League

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

There was Mike Webb, 
practicing with the Ware-
ham Gatemen, a team affili-
ated with the invitation-on-
ly, wooden-bat Cape Cod 
League.

Webb had to bide his time. 
The righthanded pitcher from 
Pawtucket needed a break in 
the form of either an expiring 
contract or a player deciding to 
leave the Gatemen. 

After two-plus weeks of 
holding tight, Webb on June 24 
was offered a full contract to 
remain in Wareham’s fold for 
the summer’s duration.

“I’m super excited and en-
joying the whole experience,” 
said Webb by phone one day 
earlier this week. 

The unique aspect of Webb’s 
story stems from his college 
background. 

See WEBB, page B2

Photo courtesy of RIC
Pawtucket native Mike Webb is spending his summer play-
ing for the Wareham Gateman in the Cope Cod League.

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE – Standing on the bas-
ketball courts at Corliss Park one day ear-
lier this week, David Duke hooped it up 
for some Q&A that delved into new PC 
Friar teammates and what it personally 
means to give back to the youth in his 
hometown.

Question: You’ve had the chance to 
practice with (grad transfer) Luwane Pip-
kins, known as a ball-dominant player. 
Have you thought about how Pipkins’ skill 
set figures to benefit you and the other PC 
guards?

David Duke: Having another guard on 
the floor, I think it kind of opens up me and 
the other guards to play off the ball a little 
bit and have more of a scorers’ mentali-
ty. He’s very good at making plays but he 
can score, too. I think we’ll complement 
each other very well. Playing pickup, it’s 
looked really good.

Q: Playing as the combo guard, is that a 
role that better suits you? 

DD: I love playing downhill and being 
able to make plays in transition. We prob-
ably play our best basketball when we’re 
in transition. To have an extra point guard 
can help us push the ball and will allow 
me to run the wing and to get to the basket 
or find myself running to the corners for 
shots.  

See DUKE, page B2

District titles up for grabs

BASKETBALL

File photo
Providence College guard David Duke is 
ready to play with transfer Luwane Pipkins. 
The Providence native is also excited to go to 
Peru for  the Pan-Am Games later this month.

Duke opens 
up about PC, 
giving back
Friar guard excited to 
travel for Pan-Am Games

File photos by Ernest A. Brown
Ethan Pereira, above, and the Pineview Major Division all-star team can earn its first District 2 title with a victory over Barrington at Founders Field 
Saturday at 5:45 p.m. Burrillville, below, can win its first District 4 title since 2012 Saturday at 4 p.m. at Hien Field against Cumberland American.

Burrillville looking 
for first District 4 
title since 2012

Pineview can make 
history with win 
over Barrington

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET — For the 
third straight summer, Logan Geli-
nas, Jack Dichiaro and the Burrill-
ville Little League all-star team are 
playing for a District 4 title. This 
time, though, Burrillville is in the 
driver’s seat when it makes the trip 
to Randy Hien Field Saturday at 4 
p.m. to play Cumberland Ameri-
can for a spot in next week’s state 
tournament. 

“It’s time for us to seal the deal. 
The boys are ready for it,” said 
Burrillville coach Bobby Gelinas 

See FINAL, page B3

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET  –  On Friday 
morning, Pineview Little League 
All-Stars coached Jason Trem-
blay pondered the position in 
which his squad now finds itself 
and decided to research previous 
teams’ success rate.

On the eve of Pineview’s  Dis-
trict 2 Major Division title game 
against Barrington at Founders 
Memorial Field, Tremblay re-
vealed what his study had found.

“I wanted to get an idea of 
how Pineview had fared in it, and 

See HISTORY, page B3

Little 
Leaguers 

vie for title
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Local squads face 
off for division 

championships

Davies HS student 
medals in national 
skills competition

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – When Bis-
mark Aguocha first entered 
the statewide SkillsUSA com-
petition, he initially joined for 
fun, “to see if I could beat my 
classmates.” During his junior 
year at William M. Davies, Jr. 
Career and Technical High 
School in 2018, Aguocha 
entered his first SkillsUSA 
contest and finished fourth in 
all of Rhode Island, saying “I 
was really close. I wanted to 
come in first place.”

He’d only have to wait a 
year.

An 18-year-old North 
Providence resident, and a 

recently-graduated senior 
at Davies Tech, not only did 
Aguocha finish first in all of 
Rhode Island in the category 
of Industrial Motor Control, 
but he brought home the sil-
ver medal at the SkillsUSA 
national conference last week 
in Louisville, Ky.

More than 6,500 students 
competed at the national 
showcase of career and tech-
nical education. The SkillsU-
SA Championship is the larg-
est skill competition in the 
world, covering 1.4 million 
square feet, equivalent to 20 
football fields or 25 acres of 
land.

Students were invited 

See MEDALS, page A2

Anxiety grips New Orleans as residents brace for Barry
Tim Craig, Jaqueline 
Kantor, Frances Stead 

Sellers
The Washington Post 

NEW ORLEANS — As 
New Orleans prepared for 
expected landfall Saturday of 
a complex storm system – re-
sulting in a rare and danger-
ous combination of drenching 
rains, near-hurricane-force 
winds and high water levels 
in the Mississippi River – 
some residents and tourists 
made last-minute decisions to 
escape the city while others 
heeded officials’ calls to shel-
ter in place Friday.

Local officials expressed 
confidence in the $14 billion 

flood-mitigation system built 
to protect the city after Hur-
ricane Katrina, which killed 
more than 1,800 people in 
2005. The system of water 
pumps had quickly removed 
floodwaters after a deluge of 
rain hit the city Wednesday, 
said Louisiana Gov. John Bel 
Edwards during a news con-
ference on Friday afternoon.

But Tropical Storm Bar-
ry – which is expected to 
make landfall on the central 
or western coast of the state 
Saturday morning, bring-
ing “life-threatening storm 
surge” and as much as two 
feet of rain in some places, 
beginning overnight Friday – 
is presenting a unique test to 

the system. The Mississippi 
River has been in flood stage 
for an unprecedented 260 
days.

For the first time in the his-
tory of the new flood 

See BARRY, page A2

U.S. Army National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Garrett L. Dipuma
Louisiana National Guardsmen conduct hurricane response 
training on Thursday. New Orleans prepared for expected land-
fall Saturday of a complex storm system.
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CELEBRATING

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Cortney Nicolato 
was a regular at the Pawtucket Fami-
ly YMCA when she was growing up 
in the city. But in the years that have 
passed, she’s discovered ever more 
the importance that the branch of the 
YMCA offers to city residents.

Now the president and chief execu-
tive officer of the United Way of Rhode 
Island, Nicolato on Thursday afternoon 
returned to the site where she would 
play as a child and, perhaps most im-
portantly, learn, as she was on hand to 
announce a nearly $460,000 invest-
ment in locations such as the down-
town Pawtucket YMCA to help stem 
summer learning loss.

“Today we’re talking about summer 
learning and how incredibly important 
it is not just to these little ones but also 
to the moms and dads who are working 
so hard to make sure they have a beau-
tiful life,” Nicolato said.

According to Nicolato, children over 
the summertime months will lose gains 
in math and reading and the summer 
learning loss can also disproportion-
ately affect low-income children who 

have fewer opportunities, as in some 
instances, low-income children who do 
not participate in summer learning can 
be up to three grade levels behind their 
peers by the time they reach fifth grade.

Nicolato further said that nine out 
of 10 teachers will have to spend up-
wards of three weeks at the beginning 
of each school year to help students re-

gain what they lost in the summer – in 
some instances, that can be as dramatic 
as two months of math skills and three 
months of reading skills. Fifty-one per-
cent of families who are not participat-
ing in summer learning programs say 
they would “absolutely if there were 

See LEARNING, page A2

Ernest A. Brown photo
Youngsters in the  Pawtucket YMCA Summer Learning Program react after learning that Hasbro has donated money to expand 
summer programs for Pawtucket youth during an announcement Thursday by officials of United Way, Hasbro, and the Pawtuck-
et YMCA.

Summer learning programs 
get a boost at Pawtucket Y

Ernest A. Brown photo
Gabe Barbosa-Garcia, 10, of Pawtucket, watches the action on the basketball courts 
Thursday during a tour of the Pawtucket YMCA, with other second-graders who will 
be taking part in the expanded Summer Learning Program.

Submitted photo
Davies High student Bismark Aguocha was a silver medalist 
at the recent nationwide SkillsUSA Championship, which tests 
competitors’ abilities in technical tasks such as robotics and elec-
trical engineering.

Bismark Aguocha one of nation’s top 
students in electrical engineering

FTC approves roughly 
$5B fine for Facebook
By BARBARA ORTUTAY

AP Technology Writer

The FTC has voted to ap-
prove a fine of about $5 bil-
lion for Facebook over priva-
cy violations, the Wall Street 
Journal reported Friday. The 
report cited an unnamed per-
son familiar with the matter.

Facebook and the FTC de-
clined to comment. The Jour-

nal said the 3-2 vote broke 
along party lines, with Repub-
licans in support and Demo-
crats in opposition to the set-
tlement.

In most cases the Justice 
Department’s civil division 
will review settlements by the 
FTC, and it is unclear how 
long the process would take. 

See FINE, page A2

YMCA helps local 
educators combat 
the ‘summer slide’



A2 THE TIMES Valley/Nation Saturday, July 13, 2019

23 Exchange Street, Pawtucket, RI 02860
Newsroom fax: (401) 765-2834

e-mail: notices@pawtuckettimes.com.com
sports@pawtuckettimes.com.com

SubScriber ServiceS
CIRCULATION: Per copy - $.75 daily. 

Delivery by 7:30 a.m. weekdays, 8:30 a.m. on weekends, holidays.

Call by 9:00 a.m. to receive guaranteed redelivery in most areas.
Home delivery or billing questions: 767-8522

For missed deliveries or damaged papers on weekends,
call by 9:00 a.m.

AdvertiSing
Classified: 767-8503

Display: 767-8505
Advertising FAX: 767-8509

buSineSS Office
Classified Billing: 767-8505

Display Billing: 767-8505

The Times, copyright 2017, is published daily. No articles, photographs or any editorial content may 
be reproduced or reprinted in whole or in part without the express permission of the publisher.

The Times

Published daily except Sunday by
Rhode Island Suburban Newspapers

The Times

LOTTERY NUMBERS

Barry
Continued from page A1
protection system, every 

floodgate has been closed. 
Edwards warned residents 
to be prepared for long-term 
power outages.

State and New Orleans of-

ficials’ decided not to order 
evacuations until late Friday, 
when voluntary evacuations 
were issued for a few commu-
nities outside of the levee sys-
tem. Some residents, shaken 
by Wednesday’s downpour 
and memories of Hurricane 
Katrina, had mixed responses 
to officials’ optimism.

“All I want to know is 
should we leave,” wrote Ty-
mara Cosey in an online re-
sponse to Edwards’s news 
conference on Friday.

That question hung over 
the city Friday, as residents 
weighed the disruption and 
costs of leaving against the 
risk of staying in a city that 
seemed to many like a bath-
tub sunk into a swamp.

Some fled toward family 
in Houston, hotels in Jackson, 
Mississippi, and friends in 
Atlanta, many citing Wednes-
day’s unexpectedly high 
floods as a reason to go.

Bolanle Soyombo, who 
moved to New Orleans about 
a year ago from Houston, 
booked a ticket Thursday af-
ternoon, and was on a flight 
to Indianapolis two hours lat-
er to stay with a friend. She 
was in Houston during Har-
vey, that experience drove 
her decision to leave imme-
diately.

“Harvey was a Category 1, 
but the amount of rain in such 
a short time was what was 
devastating. We physically 
couldn’t open the door to our 
house. . . . I’m not going to 
risk it,” she said.

Wanda Davis, 58, who 
was in town for a convention 
of the Delta Sigma Theta so-
rority, waited in the South-
west Airlines line to change 
her flight.

“We’re not used to this,” 
she said. “We were told to fill 
up our bathtubs with water, 
and it’s like, no. We’re going 
home.”

New Orleans resident Matt 
Gibson has lived in the city 
for seven years and has never 
evacuated for a storm, until 
now. Like many others, he 
didn’t want to risk flooding 
his car after it narrowly es-

caped a dousing on Wednes-
day.

“Honestly, this was a pure-
ly financial decision,” he said. 
“To me, it’s just not worth the 
risk.”

At a midday news confer-
ence, New Orleans Mayor 
LaToya Cantrell said, based 
on current weather forecasts, 
Tropical Storm Barry prob-
ably did not require a man-
datory evacuation order. But 
even if it had, the city would 
not have had enough time to 
undertake a mandatory evac-
uation, she said.

Under a joint plan among 
city, state and federal agen-
cies after Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005, it takes about 60 
hours to evacuate New Or-
leans. The plan requires the 
marshaling of military and 
civilian aircraft, 750 charter 
buses, Amtrak and the contra-
flow of major highways.

With the current storm 
system, Cantrell said the city 
“was behind hour 60 when 
we got wind of this track.”

Most government offices 
and major businesses were 
closed Friday. The Super-
dome’s Twitter account an-
nounced that a Rolling Stones 
concert Sunday had been 
postponed. Galleries shut 
their doors. Workers who did 
show up were stashing sand-
bags around doorways, elec-
trical vents and street-front 
windows.

In St. Roch, a neighbor-
hood northeast of the French 
Quarter, locals worked late 
into the night to fill sandbags 
to protect their homes.

Julie Whiteman, the presi-
dent of the Faubourg St. Roch 
Improvement Association, 
said residents have lost faith 
in the city government.

“I think there is just a loss 
of trust in the city to take care 
of us,” said Whiteman, 35. “It 
just causes everyone to be on 
edge because it’s our lives, 
and not just some random 
thing – it’s water, and that 
means everybody’s lives can 
be in danger.”

Whiteman said local frus-
trations have been building 

since a thunderstorm over-
whelmed the city’s pumping 
system in 2017, and the New 
Orleans Sewerage and Water 
Board admitted that nearly 
one-tenth of the pumps had 
not been working properly.

Since then, city officials 
have stepped up efforts to 
modify the system. But 
Whiteman and scores of other 
city residents have decided to 
evacuate.

“I’m not scared of the 
storm. I am scared of the riv-
er,” said Whiteman, who was 
planning to leave for Jackson.

President Donald Trump 
has declared a federal emer-
gency for Louisiana. At his 
Friday news conference, Ed-
wards urged caution, empha-
sizing the importance of pre-
planning and that the threat is 
statewide.

“Be where you want to 
be, and have what you need 
to have,” Edwards said. The 
rain “remains a very signifi-
cant threat.”

Officials dispelled the no-
tion that opening the giant 
spillways – the Morganza 
300 miles upstream and the 
Bonnet Carre just outside the 
city – might have lowered 
river levels in time to avert 
the threats. They said those 
are prolonged operations that 
would have minimal benefits 
and might cause new prob-
lems.

Kevin McAleenan, acting 
secretary for the Department 
of Homeland Security, was 
involved in coordinating the 
Katrina response, and he said 
the threat “weighs heavily on 
me.”

“We see this storm as a 
threat,” he said.

DHS issued a statement 
saying that during the storm 
“there will be no immigration 
enforcement initiatives as-
sociated with evacuations or 
sheltering related to the storm, 
except in the event of a seri-
ous public safety threat.”

The National Hurricane 
Center issued hurricane 
warnings for the Louisiana 
coast from Intracoastal City 
to Grand Isle. A storm-surge 
warning went into effect for 
areas outside of the levee sys-
tem in Orleans Parish, where 
a surge between three to six 
feet is possible.

Decisions to order evacu-
ations are complex, experts 
say, based not only on techni-
cal information about the im-
pact of an impending storm, 
but also on the need to coordi-
nate with other communities 
that might be at risk.

Individuals also have to 

weigh their personal circum-
stances, such as whether they 
have elderly relatives or can’t 
manage in the event of a pow-
er outage, said Tricia Wach-
tendorf, director of the Di-
saster Research Center at the 
University of Delaware. It is 
important for officials to coor-
dinate their messaging across 
many platforms, she said.

In the Lower Ninth Ward 
neighborhood, Glenda Stone, 
61, said she is “tired of run-
ning” from possible hurri-
canes.

Stone said she keeps hear-
ing conflicting information 
about the possible intensity 
of the rain and wind, and she 
is skeptical that city leaders 
and weather forecasters have 
enough information to make 
life-or-death decisions about 
evacuating.

So Stone, who was dis-
lodged from her house for 
three years after Katrina, said 
she has decided to just stay 
and communicate with some-
one she does trust.

“I’m going to pray,” said 
Stone, pointing to the sky. “I 
just hope that man up there 
understands I’m sick of run-
ning, and I’m just tired.”

Though she remains opti-
mistic that residents are not 
in serious danger, Cantrell 
said this storm shows that 
the amount of time it takes to 
evacuate residents remains a 
major flaw in the city’s pre-
paredness. She cited Hurri-
cane Michael, which quickly 
grew into a Category 5 Hurri-
cane in October before slam-
ming into the Florida Panhan-
dle, as a sobering reminder of 
the danger residents here face 
from rapidly intensifying hur-
ricanes.

“What we are seeing is 
the storms are coming fast-
er, they are more intense, 
and more severe, and that’s a 
fact. And it’s not something 
that the city of New Orleans 
is only dealing with, it’s the 
United States of America,” 
Cantrell said.

Some changes are un-
derway. According to 
long-standing guidelines, 
New Orleans usually will not 
issue a mandatory evacua-
tion for a hurricane expected 
to be less than a Category 3. 
But Cantrell said the Nation-
al Weather Service has been 
urging city and state leaders 
to also pay greater attention 
to specific impacts that even 
can occur in storms of less 
intensity. That was the case 
in Houston in 2017, when the 
city flooded from the rem-
nants of Hurricane Harvey.

COLD CASE CARD OF THE WEEK
Courtesy Pawtucket Police Department

Medals
Continued from page A1
to the event to demonstrate their 
technical, workplace, and personal 
skills in more than 100 hands-on 
competitions including robotics, au-
tomotive technology, drafting, crim-
inal justice, aviation maintenance, 
and public speaking. Industry lead-
ers from 600 businesses, corpora-
tions, trade associations, and unions 
planned and evaluated the contests 
against their standards for entry-lev-
el workers. More than 1,100 indus-
try judges and technical committee 
members participated this year.

Aguocha immigrated to the Unit-
ed States from Nigeria five years 
ago. A graduate of the Class of 2019 
and an honor roll student at Davies 
Tech, Aguocha won gold at this 
year’s SkillsUSA Rhode Island In-
dustrial Motor Control competition 

and was recently interviewed by 
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. He was offered a job after 
graduation at Dynasty Electric in 
Rehoboth, Mass. and his company 
is going to work with him so that he 
can continue his education at New 
England Institute of Technology, 
where he’ll be studying electrical 
engineering.

The Industrial Motor Con-
trol competition at SkillsUSA is a 
branch of electrical engineering fo-
cused on industrial areas rather than 
residential spaces.

“I’ve always been interested in 
electrical since I was a kid, it was 
fun watching my dad talk about his 
work, he’s an electrician, and I got 
interested when I was a kid,” Aguo-
cha said. “That passion died down 
a little bit, but when I moved to the 
United States five years ago, Davies 
visited my middle school. A teach-
er talked to me about it, asked me 

about my passions … I was really 
interested.”

At Davies Tech, students focus 
on industrial and residential wiring, 
but Aguocha said residential wiring 
is “more repetitious,” whereas in-
dustrial wiring is “interesting for me 
because it’s different. The diagrams, 
the wiring, everything is different.”

“Sometimes you wire it thinking 
it might not work but it comes out 
right. It’s always different based on 
the person,” he explained. “It’s not 
boring, it’s always fun. I like work-
ing with my hands.”

Working in wiring at Davies 
Tech, which led him to SkillsUSA, 
helped Aguocha build skills such as 
taking the initiative and trusting his 
judgment.

“When you enter the workforce, 
you have to work by the code but 
it’s more flexible and adaptable to 
me,” he said. “I like that, it makes 
me think creative, how to solve a 

problem, and that’s fun for me.”
The SkillsUSA Championships 

event is held annually for students 
in middle school, high school, and 
college or post-secondary programs 
as part of the SkillsUSA National 
Leadership and Skills Conference.

“This year I tried again,” he re-
called of entering once more into 
the statewide competition. “When 
I came in first place, I was really 
excited. My goal was to win state 
and when they started talking to me 
about nationals I didn’t think I had a 
chance. I got state, that was enough 
for me.”

But after discussing the opportu-
nity with his teachers and a fellow 
student who’d previously advanced 
to nationals, Aguocha entered the 
competition. In Louisville, he said, 
the competitions were more in-depth 
than the state contest, with obstacles 
such as pipe-bending, troubleshoot-
ing work, diagramming, and tests of 

code knowledge.
“Electrical really deals with math 

a lot, you have to draw a lot of di-
agrams. A customer will tell you 
what’s wrong, tell you how it should 
be wired … All of that is graded to-
gether,” he said.

When his name was called as 
the silver medal winner last week, 
Aguocha said, “I was really sur-
prised. Honestly, I was amazed be-
cause when they called my name I 
was thinking I believed I did good 
but I didn’t do good enough, I was 
thinking I’d place maybe sixth or 
fifth. When they called my name, I 
looked around to see if everyone else 
heard the same thing. It was surpris-
ing for me, I was amazed. But I was 
also proud of myself because I knew 
my teachers would be proud of me. 
It was an experience I won’t forget.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

Fine
Continued from page A1

A Justice Department spokes-
woman declined to comment on the 
Facebook matter.

The fine would be the largest the 

FTC has levied on a tech company. 
But it won’t make much of a dent 
for Facebook, which had nearly $56 
billion in revenue last year. Face-
book has earmarked $3 billion for a 
potential fine and said in April it was 
anticipating having to pay up to $5 
billion.

The report did not say what else 
the settlement includes beyond the 
fine, though it is expected to include 
limits on how Facebook treats user 
privacy. Some have called on the 
FTC to hold Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg personally liable for the 
privacy violations in some way, but 

based on the party line vote break-
down experts said this is not likely.

Marc Rotenberg, president of the 
nonprofit online privacy advocacy 
group Electronic Privacy Information 
Center, said he was “confused” as to 
why the Democratic commissioners 
didn’t support the settlement and said 

he suspects, without having seen the 
actual settlement, that this was due to 
the Zuckerberg liability question.

“But I thought that was misguid-
ed,” he said, adding that EPIC in-
stead supports more wholesale lim-
its on how Facebook handles user 
privacy.

Learning
Continued from page A1
one available to them,” Nicolato said.

“This is why summer learning is 
so important,” she said. “We need 
to be talking about after-school and 
summer learning because our teach-
ers who are doing amazing things 
in the classroom can’t be doing the 
amazing things if our kids are behind 
and they’ve slid in the summer.”

The United Way of Rhode Is-
land and Pawtucket-based Hasbro 
teamed up on Thursday to announce 
the investment of $459,600 in 13 
programs serving more than 1,000 
children across Rhode Island this 
summer. The funding supports sum-

mer learning programs that reduce 
summer learning loss, and are part 
of a partnership model known as the 
Hasbro Summer Learning Initiative, 
or HSLI.

Divvying up the $459,600 this 
summer are the Pawtucket Fami-
ly YMCA and Blackstone Acade-
my Charter School in Pawtucket, 
the Central Falls School District, 
Connecting for Children and Fam-
ilies and NeighborWorks Black-
stone River Valley in Woonsocket, 
the Boys & Girls Club of Newport 
County, the North Kingstown 
School Department, Kids Klub Inc. 
of North Providence, Breakthrough 
Providence and DownCity Design 
of Providence, Rosie’s Girls of the 
YWCA Rhode Island, Tower Street 

Community Center in Westerly, and 
the West Warwick YMCA.

Since 2012, the United Way of 
Rhode Island and Hasbro have con-
tributed more than $3.8 million to 
HSLI programs.

Thursday afternoon’s event took 
place smack in the middle of Nation-
al Summer Learning Week, as offi-
cials said the program highlighted 
the realities of summer learning loss 
for teachers and children, as well as 
the toll on working parents and em-
ployers when children do not have 
access to summer learning programs.

Kevin Colman, Hasbro’s director 
of global philanthropy and social 
impact, said the partnership will pro-
vide safe and comfortable places for 
children to be during the summer, 

where they can increase their math 
and literacy skills.

“These next six weeks will be 
transformative. We’ve seen trans-
formation in the past. It’s so import-
ant to help with development so the 
summer slide doesn’t happen,” Col-
man said. “We’re so thrilled to be a 
sponsor of the program, to help chil-
dren learn and develop and be more 
successful.”

Reginald Jean, the executive 
director of the Pawtucket Family 
YMCA, expressed appreciation for 
the effort to provide resources and 
skills that will “change and impact 
the kids we serve forever.”

“The young people in our space 
are our future … We’re incredibly 
grateful for the confidence you have 

in the Y’s ability to roll out the pro-
gram and impact the lives of the kids 
we serve,” he said.

“The kids in this program as part 
of their learning this summer learned 
how to feel good about themselves, 
a love to learn, that school is import-
ant, they want to try harder,” he said.

At the Pawtucket Family YMCA 
in particular, the HSLI funding will 
be used to support educators and 
students in the free six-week sum-
mer learning program, which runs 
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. for children 
enrolled in the program who are as-
cending to second, third, and fourth 
grades.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

Friday’s RI Daily
Mid-day:      1 4 9 3 
Evening:      5 5 0 6 

Thursday’s Lucky 4 Life
     5 19 23 26 42  

Lucky Ball 13 

Friday’s Mass. Daily
Mid-day:      3 1 8 5 
Evening:      3 3 1 6 

Thursday’s Mass Cash
     7 10 19 30 31 

Thurday’s Wild Money
     1 6 7 25 33 Extra 26 
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