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Group still seeks 
ban on ‘nips’
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Activist group wants to prohibit 
small alcohol bottles
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Murphy retires 
after 30 years at 
Davies Tech

Man who helped 
torch police cruiser 
gets 3 years in jail

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – For someone 
who admits she “sort of fell 
into education,” Karen Mur-
phy loves her job 
as the William M. 
Davies, Jr. Career 
& Technical High 
School’s certified 
Global Career De-
velopment Facilita-
tor, always has.

She nevertheless 
has chosen to retire 
from her position 
after nearly 30 years finding 
jobs and internships for stu-
dents and fostering indus-
try relationships to keep the 
CTE-based school’s reputa-
tion moving forward.

Her final day will be Fri-
day, July 29, and she promis-
es it will be a sad one. A huge 
reason is that Murphy’s de-
parture will mark, come the 
start of the next school year 

in September, the end of an 
era at the Jenckes Hill Road 
institution.

Her husband, Bill, not only 
attended Davies, graduating 
in 1973, but spent 38 years 

there as an Auto-
motive Department 
instructor, boys’ 
basketball coach 
with best friend and 
legendary Patriots’ 
mentor Vern Gas-
kins and, later, ath-
letic director. Com-
bined with Karen’s 
tenure, the couple 

worked at and supported 
Davies for a mind-boggling 
67.5 years.

No wonder why Karen, 
at the start of this interview 
inside her cozy Saylesville 
home on this rainy Monday 
afternoon, shook her head 
and sighed, “This is so tough 
for me.

See MURPHY, page A3

By MARK PRATT
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — A 
Rhode Island man who 
poured a flammable liquid 
into a police cruiser during a 
riot in Providence in the sum-
mer of 2020, turning a small 
fire into an inferno that turned 
the vehicle into a charred 
wreck, was sentenced Thurs-
day to three years in prison.

Nicholas Scaglione, 32, ex-
pressed remorse at his hearing 
in the U.S. District Court in 
Providence, at which he was 
also sentenced to two years of 
probation and ordered to pay 
the Providence Police Depart-
ment the $52,000 cost of the 
cruiser.

Scaglione committed the 
act in the early morning hours 
of June 2, 2020, in what for-
mer Gov. Gina Raimondo 
called an “organized attack 
on the community” outside 
the Providence Place mall.

Scaglione was part of a  ri-
oting “mob” bent on destruc-
tion, authorities said.

“This defendant chose to 
quite literally fan the flames 
of a riot,” U.S. Attorney Zach-
ary Cunha said Thursday. 
“Incinerating a police car, he 
needlessly endangered the 
lives of law enforcement and 
the public, and dishonored the 
proud legacy of Americans 
who have worked for change 
through peaceful means.”

Before intensifying the 
fire, the Cranston man stood 
on top of the unoccupied 
cruiser, threw something at it 
and joined others in trying to 
flip it onto its side, prosecu-
tors said.

In the aftermath of the de-
struction, the FBI released 
surveillance images and vid-
eo from the scene which led 
to tips from people who know 
Scaglione. Police reviewed 

See TORCH, page A2

A worker at Butterfly Farm in 
Lincoln tills the soil on a hot 

summer’s day, as crops begin 
to produce locally. Right: 

Summer crops are beginning 
to fill in nicely despite the dry 

conditions at Butterfly Farm in 
Lincoln Tuesday.

Photo by Ernest A. Brown

GREEN 
ACRES

Overnight standoff with 
armed man ends peacefully

Ivana Trump, first wife of 
former president, dies

NORTH PROVIDENCE (AP) — An armed man who 
barricaded himself inside a Rhode Island home overnight 
surrendered peacefully on Thursday morning, authorities 
said.

The 56-year-old male resident of the North Providence 
home surrendered at about 8 a.m., said Mayor Charles Lom-
bardi, about 17 hours after police responded to the home 
and issued a shelter-in-place order for neighbors.

The man’s 54-year-old wife also exited the home on 
Thursday morning.

No one was injured, authorities said, but the man was 
taken to the hospital for a mental health evaluation. No 
charges were announced.

Officers responded to the home at about 3 p.m. Wednes-
day for a report of a gunshot and arrived to find the male 
resident heading inside with what was described as an AR-
15-style rifle, police Chief Alfredo Ruggiero Jr. said.

Ruggiero in a news conference after the man’s surren-
der said the chain of events started when an acquaintance 
allegedly assaulted the woman. Her husband contacted the 
alleged assailant and when he came to the house, shot at 
him, he said. No one was struck.

Police communicated with the man in the home on and 
off overnight and at one point he said he would surrender if 

See STANDOFF, page A2

By JILL COLVIN and 
JENNIFER PELTZ

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ivana 
Trump, a skier-turned-busi-
nesswoman who formed 
half of a publicity power 
couple in the 1980s as the 
first wife of former Pres-
ident Donald Trump and 
mother of his oldest chil-
dren, has died in New York 
City, her family announced 
Thursday. She was 73.

The former president 
posted on his social me-
dia app that she died at her 
Manhattan home.

“She was a wonderful, 
beautiful, and amazing 
woman, who led a great and 
inspirational life,” he wrote 
on Truth Social. The couple 
shared three children, Don-
ald Jr., Ivanka and Eric.

“She was so proud of 

them, as we were all so 
proud of her,” he wrote. 
“Rest In Peace, Ivana!”

Two people familiar with 
the matter told The Asso-
ciated Press that police are 
investigating whether Ivana 
Trump fell down the stairs 
and believe her death was 
accidental.

She was found uncon-
scious near a staircase in the 
home, the people said. The 
people could not discuss the 
matter publicly and spoke to 
the AP on condition of ano-
nymity. The medical exam-
iner’s office will determine 
an official cause of death.

“It’s been a very sad day, 
a very sad day,” Eric Trump 
said as he left his mother’s 
apartment building near 
Central Park.

In a statement, he and his 

See IVANA, page A2
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GOLF – RIGA STATE AMATEUR

BASEBALL – DISTRICT 4 LITTLE LEAGUE

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

BARRINGTON — There are so many chal-
lenges in trying to defending a Little League 
state title, as the Pawtucket Little League 
11-year-old all-star team found out in District 2 
play this summer.

Pawtucket was bounced into the losers’ 
bracket after a winners’ bracket semifinal defeat 
to Bristol/Warren, but they bounced back with 
wins over East Providence (5-2) and Bristol/
Warren (7-2) to reach Wednesday night’s final 
against Barrington at Sherwood Field.

The reigning state champs simply ran out 
of pitching against an undefeated Barrington 
squad. Manny Basilio hit a lead-off double 
and scored a run in the fifth inning to cut Bar-
rington’s lead to just three, but the hosts piled on 
six runs in the top of the sixth inning to secure 
the district title with a 13-3 victory.

See PAWTUCKET, page B3

Hamilton reaches final
Lincoln native comes back to beat Jackson in quarters

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

MIDDLETOWN — It was another edition 
of “Michael Hamilton: The Shot Heard ‘Round 
the Rhode Island Amateur.”

For a refreshing change of pace, Hamil-
ton’s penchant to shape an improbable shot 
with plenty of the line did not come in tough-
to-swallow, tournament-exiting fashion. There 
wouldn’t have been a Thursday afternoon round 
to look forward to, or a Friday appearance in 
the 36-hole final, had Hamilton not been able 
to build what transpired on the 15th green at 
Wanumetonomy during Thursday morning’s 
quarterfinal-round match.

Setting the stage, Hamilton went from a 
30-foot putt to a 50-yard chip. It was a major 
mishit that prompted the normally even-keeled 

Lincoln native/Kirkbrae Country Club product 
to let out a rare outburst of frustration after he 
watched his putt slide off the green.

“I never get negative about anything, but 
that was the first time I had lost it. I was really 
angry,” said Hamilton, who after a long day on 
the links apologized for yelling at his brother 
Joe, who was his caddie.

“That’s what started the spark,” was Joe’s 
reply.

Rising from the depths of despair following 
a tournament-saving bogey, Hamilton rallied to 
oust Pawtucket Country Club’s Max Jackson 
in a quarterfinal-round match that required all 
18 holes. The momentum continued in the af-
ternoon as some birdie magic on the back nine 
resulted in Hamilton posting a 2&1 win over 

See HAMILTON, page B3

Photo by Dalton Balthaser / RIGA
Lincoln’ Michael Hamilton, left, won three of the final five holes in Thursday morning’s RIGA 
State Am quarterfinal to beat Cumberland’s Max Jackson 1-up. Hamilton won his semifinal 
2-and-1 to advance to Friday’s final against Button Hole’s  Kevin Blaser.

Cumberland wins title

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Joe Terlato, bottom left, Matt Fontaine, bottom right, and the Cumberland Little League Junior Division All-Star team downed Smithfield in 
Game 3, 16-3, Wednesday night at Bentley Field to secure the District 4 title. Cumberland is also the host of next week’s state tournament.

NHL

Blue Jackets, Senators win free agency
By LARRY LAGE 

Associated Press

Judging success and failure in NHL free 
agency just hours after the market opened 
can be tricky, looking into the future to pre-
dict which moves will pan out — or not.

Looking back at the slew of signings on 
Wednesday, it seems relatively easy to iden-
tify at least one winner and a loser.

The Columbus Blue Jackets made the 

biggest splash, stunning the league by land-
ing Johnny Gaudreau with a seven-year con-
tract for $68.25 million.

“To get a player of his caliber is going to 
make us instantly better and make players 
better around him, which is really import-
ant in the culture of a hockey team,” general 
manager Jarmo Kekalainen said Thursday. 
“Exciting day for the Blue Jackets organi-
zation. That goes without saying, and I can’t 
emphasize that enough.”

Gaudreau, a first-team, all-NHL player last 
season, rendered Calgary a loser when he in-
formed the Flames on the eve of free agency that 
he was not signing their eight-year offer to stay.

“It was a tough decision,” Gaudreau said, 
citing leaving as the right move for him and his 
wife. “It was a really hard decision but something 
me and Meredith, we talked about for a long time 
there. It was difficult, but it was the best for us.”

See FREE AGENCY, page B6

By DOUG FERGUSON 
Associated Press

ST. ANDREWS, Scotland — The first time 
Cameron Young played the Old Course at St. An-
drews was one of his best moments in golf. The 
most recent one was even better.

In his British Open debut, Young plotted his 
way around the course in a gentle breeze and fin-
ished with a long two-putt birdie for an 8-under 64 
for a two-shot lead over Rory McIlroy among the 
earlier starters.

See YOUNG, page B6

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
The reigning state champion Pawtucket Little 
League 11-year-old all-star team suffered a 13-3 de-
feat to Barrington in Wednesday’s District 2 final.

Pawtucket’s 
title defense 
comes to close

Young sets 
early pace at 
St. Andrews
American 8-under; two shots 
better than McIlory

Hamilton 
reaches 
final
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son in quarters
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BASEBALL – DISTRICT 4 LITTLE LEAGUE

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

BARRINGTON — There are so many chal-
lenges in trying to defending a Little League 
state title, as the Pawtucket Little League 
11-year-old all-star team found out in District 2 
play this summer.

Pawtucket was bounced into the losers’ 
bracket after a winners’ bracket semifinal defeat 
to Bristol/Warren, but they bounced back with 
wins over East Providence (5-2) and Bristol/
Warren (7-2) to reach Wednesday night’s final 
against Barrington at Sherwood Field.

The reigning state champs simply ran out 
of pitching against an undefeated Barrington 
squad. Manny Basilio hit a lead-off double 
and scored a run in the fifth inning to cut Bar-
rington’s lead to just three, but the hosts piled on 
six runs in the top of the sixth inning to secure 
the district title with a 13-3 victory.

See PAWTUCKET, page B3

Hamilton reaches final
Lincoln native comes back to beat Jackson in quarters

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

MIDDLETOWN — It was another edition 
of “Michael Hamilton: The Shot Heard ‘Round 
the Rhode Island Amateur.”

For a refreshing change of pace, Hamil-
ton’s penchant to shape an improbable shot 
with plenty of the line did not come in tough-
to-swallow, tournament-exiting fashion. There 
wouldn’t have been a Thursday afternoon round 
to look forward to, or a Friday appearance in 
the 36-hole final, had Hamilton not been able 
to build what transpired on the 15th green at 
Wanumetonomy during Thursday morning’s 
quarterfinal-round match.

Setting the stage, Hamilton went from a 
30-foot putt to a 50-yard chip. It was a major 
mishit that prompted the normally even-keeled 

Lincoln native/Kirkbrae Country Club product 
to let out a rare outburst of frustration after he 
watched his putt slide off the green.

“I never get negative about anything, but 
that was the first time I had lost it. I was really 
angry,” said Hamilton, who after a long day on 
the links apologized for yelling at his brother 
Joe, who was his caddie.

“That’s what started the spark,” was Joe’s 
reply.

Rising from the depths of despair following 
a tournament-saving bogey, Hamilton rallied to 
oust Pawtucket Country Club’s Max Jackson 
in a quarterfinal-round match that required all 
18 holes. The momentum continued in the af-
ternoon as some birdie magic on the back nine 
resulted in Hamilton posting a 2&1 win over 

See HAMILTON, page B3

Photo by Dalton Balthaser / RIGA
Lincoln’ Michael Hamilton, left, won three of the final five holes in Thursday morning’s RIGA 
State Am quarterfinal to beat Cumberland’s Max Jackson 1-up. Hamilton won his semifinal 
2-and-1 to advance to Friday’s final against Button Hole’s  Kevin Blaser.

Cumberland wins title

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Joe Terlato, bottom left, Matt Fontaine, bottom right, and the Cumberland Little League Junior Division All-Star team downed Smithfield in 
Game 3, 16-3, Wednesday night at Bentley Field to secure the District 4 title. Cumberland is also the host of next week’s state tournament.

NHL

Blue Jackets, Senators win free agency
By LARRY LAGE 

Associated Press

Judging success and failure in NHL free 
agency just hours after the market opened 
can be tricky, looking into the future to pre-
dict which moves will pan out — or not.

Looking back at the slew of signings on 
Wednesday, it seems relatively easy to iden-
tify at least one winner and a loser.

The Columbus Blue Jackets made the 

biggest splash, stunning the league by land-
ing Johnny Gaudreau with a seven-year con-
tract for $68.25 million.

“To get a player of his caliber is going to 
make us instantly better and make players 
better around him, which is really import-
ant in the culture of a hockey team,” general 
manager Jarmo Kekalainen said Thursday. 
“Exciting day for the Blue Jackets organi-
zation. That goes without saying, and I can’t 
emphasize that enough.”

Gaudreau, a first-team, all-NHL player last 
season, rendered Calgary a loser when he in-
formed the Flames on the eve of free agency that 
he was not signing their eight-year offer to stay.

“It was a tough decision,” Gaudreau said, 
citing leaving as the right move for him and his 
wife. “It was a really hard decision but something 
me and Meredith, we talked about for a long time 
there. It was difficult, but it was the best for us.”

See FREE AGENCY, page B6

By DOUG FERGUSON 
Associated Press

ST. ANDREWS, Scotland — The first time 
Cameron Young played the Old Course at St. An-
drews was one of his best moments in golf. The 
most recent one was even better.

In his British Open debut, Young plotted his 
way around the course in a gentle breeze and fin-
ished with a long two-putt birdie for an 8-under 64 
for a two-shot lead over Rory McIlroy among the 
earlier starters.

See YOUNG, page B6

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
The reigning state champion Pawtucket Little 
League 11-year-old all-star team suffered a 13-3 de-
feat to Barrington in Wednesday’s District 2 final.
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Prepare 
for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 902-0254

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!

By JACK CASWELL
Staff Writer

There is litter, and then there are 
nips.  Those two-inch-by-two-inch 
clear plastic bottles that contain 50 
milliliters of alcohol are cash cows 
for liquor stores, but they are a 
hazard to marine life and a bane to 
environmentalists.

“Nips are all over the state, not 
in a specific area. They are on the 
sides of the roads, in wooded areas, 
and in liquor store, restaurant, and 
bar parking lots,” Bill McCusker, 
president of Friends of the 
Saugatucket, said. “They also get 
into the Saugatucket River and 
make their way onto South County 
beaches, the Point Judith Pond, 
Galilee and, eventually, Block 
Island Sound.”

Elise Torello, secretary for 
Friends of the Saugatucket, 
provided the impetus for McCusker 
(her husband), to coordinate a 
multi-community effort to address 
the nip litter problem, which 

resulted in the statewide collection 
of 20,000 nips in a 90-day span.  

After kayaking in the 
Saugatucket River and picking 
nips out of the phragmites – the 
tall grass stalks that grow along the 
river’s banks –  Elise alerted her 
husband to the problem.  “A heavy 
rain or high tide pulls (the nips) out 
of the phragmites, and off they go,” 
McCusker said.

According to Elisabeth Hoy, 
a Friends of the Saugatucket 
member, when nips get into bodies 
of water, they break down and 
become hazardous to the marine 
ecosystems and – by extension – 
humans. “They get tossed around 
and smashed against the rocks,” 
she said. “Once they make it to the 
beaches, they are in pieces.  They 
also break down into microscopic 
nano-particles. We all have plastic 
in us.”

Doug Shepard, another Friends 
of the Saugatucket member and 
a retired chemist, added, “When 
plastic becomes tiny particles, 

those particles get eaten by small 
organisms in the ocean, and then 
the fish eat those organisms, and so 
the plastic gets into the ecosystem 
of the ocean.  Plastic is detected in 
everyone’s body.” 

The Friends of the Saugatucket, 
an environmental group composed 
of about 30 members with a 
mission, according to its web 
site, “to promote and enhance the 
natural and cultural features of the 
Saugatucket River and its watershed 
for the benefit of the river and its 
surrounding lands and community,” 
last November conducted one of 
two clean-ups of the river they do 
each year.

“We discovered that the single, 
most abundant item we found 
in the river were alcohol nips,” 
McCusker said. “They are so small, 
they can fit down a catch basin and 
head their way to the river.”

McCusker decided in December 
that he wanted to start saving the 
nips to  determine the magnitude of 
the problem, so he started a “Pick 
Up South Kingstown” Facebook 

page and networked with similar 
groups around the state – such as 
Warwick, Lincoln, Richmond, 
Cumberland, Charlestown, and 
Narragansett – to coordinate their 
efforts.

“Once the word got out to other 
communities, volunteers just kind 
of came out of the woodwork,” 
McCusker said. “All these people 
and environmental groups were 
bringing these nips to me.  We 
collaborated with the Nature 
Conservancy, Save the Bay, the 
Charlestown Land Trust, the South 
Pond Coalition, and other groups. 
Many of them donated gear, so 
anybody who filled a five-gallon 
bucket with nips would get a piece 
of merchandise, like a hat or a 
shirt.”  

McCusker said he picked a 90-
day window – from December 
27, 2021 to March 27, 2022 – to 
prove a point about how quickly 
the nips accumulate.  Friends of the 
Saugatucket volunteers collected 
9,500 nips.  They arrived at the 

number by calculating 190 nips 
per five-gallon bucket and 12, five-
gallon buckets to fill a tall, roller-
wheeled, recycle bin.  That came to 
2,280 nips per roller bin.

McCusker is going to take the 
20,000 nips to the Rhode Island 
Resource Recovery in Johnston. 
The Resource Recovery will take 
pre-sorted plastics, such as collected 
nips, that will not have to go through 
the Material Recycling Facility’s 
(MRF) recycling separator. 

“Anything less than two-by-two 
inches cannot go through MRF’s 
system,” McCusker explained. “It 
will clog it up.”

The issue prompted Warwick 
state Senator David Bennet to 
sponsor an unsuccessful bill in the 
Rhode Island General Assembly 
that would have banned their 
sale.  However, a setback in the 
General Assembly is no deterrent to 
McCusker and his ilk.  He indicated 
his intention to continue trying to 
persuade state legislators to ban the 
sale of nips.  

Activist group still pushing to ban ‘nip’ bottles

Murphy
Continued from page A1

“I’ve met so many fantastic 
teachers, administrators, students, 
coaches, everybody, but it’s time 
to pass the baton,” she said. “I’m 
proud of how many years Murph 
and I have put into helping kids in 
a variety of ways. I mean, 67 and a 
half years? How can you beat that? 
But it’s been a joy.

“What will I miss most? The 
pride, desire and respect the staff 
and students had and have for 
keeping Davies moving forward,” 
she added, noting that the “Pride, 
Desire, Respect” phraseology 
came from Gaskins, and is written 
on the walls of the black-and-gold 
clad Gaskins Alumni Hall gymna-
sium.

“The old adage is that it takes 
a village, and the students under-
stand that. They really appreciate 
all the things they learn at Davies. 
But I’m retiring now because I de-
cided I want more time to spend 
with my husband, my two sons and 
my grandchildren, including Lo-
gan, who’s 14, Billy, who’s nine, 

and Andrew is seven.”
She also hopes to do more trav-

eling and relaxing, maybe even 
pick racquetball up again.

Before Murphy graduated from 
Lincoln High in 1975, she had little 
interest in becoming an educator, 
as she wanted to pursue a career in 
court reporting. That appealed to 
her because it had a high employ-
ment rate, not to mention salary.

She spent her senior year of high 
school in “Early Enrollment” at 
Johnson & Wales University, and 
her first internship happened to be 
at Superior Court in Providence.

“Talk about pressure! I was so 
frightened,” she said with a note of 
humor. “I typed 285 words a min-
ute, but I couldn’t that day because 
I was shaking. Then I had to go 
back and transcribe my notes, and 
my teacher and the court stenog-
rapher would check my accuracy. 
I did OK, but I couldn’t continue 
that as a profession because I get 
eczema on my hands when I get 
nervous.”

She nevertheless earned her 
Associate’s of Arts in Business/
Court Reporting in 1976, long af-
ter she had met and started dating 

Bill, that occurring in 1971 when 
he was a Davies’ junior. After his 
commencement, he went into the 
U.S. Army and became a military 
police officer while Karen worked 
as a bookkeeper for a trucking 
company.

When he returned, he asked 
Karen to marry him, and they wed 
Oct. 21, 1978. At the time, Bill 
worked in the automotive collision 
industry at a Cumberland garage, 
but then figured he wanted to give 
teaching a try. He subbed at his 
alma mater for a couple of years 
because he only had practical ex-
perience, but administration finally 
hired him in 1980.

“I didn’t have a clue what that 
was, but Murph said, ‘Karen, you 
can do it! You’ve got the drive and 
initiative to make it work,’” said 
Murphy, who started in 1993. “The 
boys were 9 and 11, and I thought 
it was time for me to spread my 
wings. It took almost seven months 
to get that job; it was grant-funded, 
so it took a while for those dollars 
to come in.

“My job was to try to put the 
students out in the workplace on 
internships, those in Automotive, 

Culinary Arts, Graphics, Health 
Careers, etc.,” she continued. “It 
was funded by the Job Training 
Partnership Act. At first, I was 
scared, but I thought I was pretty 
good at selling things. I worked 
really, really hard to learn what all 
the Davies’ CTE programs were, 
and how I could help.

“I had to so I could pitch the 
students and what they were learn-
ing. Because of my predecessors 
and the relationships they fostered, 
many employers would call the 
school and ask for worthy employ-
ees because they knew we taught 
CTE.”

As the co-op coordinator, she’d 
talk to teachers and students about 
resume preparation, interview 
techniques, how to compose cover 
letters and how to impress possi-
ble employers, or pre-employabil-
ity skills. She also took numerous 
classes to meet the standards of 
being a global career development 
facilitator.

In 2017, then-Gov. Gina Rai-
mondo created the Governor’s 
Workforce Board of Rhode Island, 
which named work-based learning 
as an essential component of every 

student’s career pathway. Paired 
with core content and classroom 
knowledge, that work-based learn-
ing provided practical experiences 
and interaction with professionals 
that connected students to the real 
world.

According to Murphy, Davies 
already had been doing that for 
decades due to its predominant-
ly-CTE specialties, and that the 
GWB was based on what the staff 
and students had been achieving 
via internships, apprenticeships, 
etc. In fact, the following year, 
in 2018, the Providence Business 
News honored Davies with the 
Business Excellence Award for 
Workforce Development.

“I feel like over the past 29-plus 
years, we’ve gotten so much bet-
ter working with the teams to en-
hance our work-based learning,” 
she said. “Davies has always been 
recognized as a great CTE school. 
What I feel is we all, those past 
and present, played integral roles 
in what the state initiative was and 
is. I know state officials came in 
and asked us how we did it. That’s 
what that, and Prepare RI, has 
done.”
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