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MLB

Morton, Rays overcome Price, Red Sox
By MARK DIDTLER

Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.  — A marquee 
pitching matchup between Charlie Morton and 
David Price was overshadowed by the MLB 
rulebook.

Morton struck out 11 over seven innings 
and the Tampa Bay Rays avoided a three-game 
sweep by beating Price and Boston 3-2 in a 
game that the Red Sox protested on Wednesday.

Confusion reigned in the top of the eighth 
when a series of defensive changes involving 
reliever Adam Kolarek prompted Boston man-
ager Alex Cora to protest the game due to the 
placement of subs into the Rays lineup after the 
designated hitter was removed.

Umpire crew chief Angel Hernandez, through 
a pool reporter, said Rays manager Kevin Cash 
did not specify where Kolarek and the others 
would be placed in the lineup and that by rule it 
became his decision.

“In case the manager fails or refuses to make 
the decision, the plate umpire is authorized to 
decide the necessary batting order,” Hernandez 
said. “The umpire’s decision is final.”

Kolarek replaced Morton and retired 
pinch-hitter Sam Travis on a pop fly. The left-
hander then shifted to first base when Cash 
brought in reliever Chaz Roe, who got a fly ball 
from Mookie Betts.

See PROTEST, page B2

Showdown 
overshadowed 
by bizarre 
eighth inning

Solid dress rehearsal

NFL

File photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com
For the first since 2009, fans headed to Foxboro Thursday to 
watch the Patriots open up training camp won’t get to see tight 
end Rob Gronkowski, who retired after winning the Super Bowl.

Sans Gronkowski, 
Pats begin camp
Defending champs head to Foxboro 
with plenty of questions to answer

By JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

FOXBORO — The Su-
per Bowl champion New 
England Patriots are back at 
work, and things are already 
a lot quieter.

Rob Gronkowski has re-
tired, and the locker room is 
a more serious place without 
the fun-loving tight end who 
once declared himself the 
life of the party — in garbled 
Spanish, no less.

“There’s only one Gronk,” 
running back James White 
said on Wednesday, when the 
Patriots reported for training 

camp. “You can’t replace 
that personality. He’s a great 
football player, but you’ve 
got to play with who’s out 
here.”

A four-time All-Pro who 
was too fast for linebackers 
to cover and too big for de-
fensive backs to bring down, 
the 6-foot-6, 265-pound 
Gronkowski caught 521 
passes for 7,861 yards and 
79 touchdowns in an inju-
ry-plagued nine-year career. 
He helped the Patriots reach 
the Super Bowl five times, 
winning three rings.

See CAMP, page B2 Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Myles Powell, above, Providence College’s A.J. Reeves, below, and the United States Pan-Am Games squad warmed up for their 
trip to Peru by hammering an East Coast all-star team, 102-64, Wednesday night at Alumni Hall. 

PC’s Watson 
shows he’s ready 
to shoulder load in 
paint for squad

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE – With 13 points and 
five rebounds in 18 minutes, Nate Wat-
son sent a loud-and-clear message inside 
Alumni Hall on Wednesday night.

The Big East-centric Team USA en-
try that will compete at the Pan Amer-
ican Games might be guard-dependent, 
yet let’s not shortchange the bigs. There 
figure to be times in Lima, Peru when 
the 3-point shot isn’t falling. When that 
happens, it’s important to have a fall 
back plan that’s ready to pounce and 
strike.

Enter Watson, the Providence Fri-
ar junior-to-be who certainly made his 
presence felt throughout Team USA’s 
102-64 thumping of a group of colle-
gians hailed as USA East Coast. He was 
his team’s second leading scorer, with 
Seton Hall star Myles Powell setting the 
pace with 18 points. 

See USA, page B3

Reilly tabbed to 
run Davies squad
NS resident starting program that 
will compete in Division III

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

NORTH SMITHFIELD  
—  On a late winter day, 
Candy Reilly drove home 
from her job as Spanish 
teacher/department chair 
at Davies Tech, but on this 
occasion did so a bit more 
anxiously.

She had just discovered 
her school will offer girls 
volleyball for the first time 
come September, and that 
athletic director Bob Morris 
was in search of a new head 
coach.

Candy desperately wanted 
to tell her daughter, Shanelle, 
about the job offer, as she has 
oodles of experience playing 

and coaching.
“As soon as my mom told 

me, my first thought was, ‘I 
have to seize the moment, 
seize the opportunity,’” the 
younger Reilly stated Tuesday 
night. “I’ve been playing since 
middle school (at Cumber-
land’s Mercymount Country 
Day), I played all four years 
at La Salle and intramural and 
club volleyball at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute.

“I just had to apply for it.”
Naturally, like she did 

as a student at those fine 
schools, she aced the inter-
view and was announced 
last Friday as the Patriots’ 
new head coach.

See REILLY, page B3
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Pic of the Day

Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way
If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are welcome to receive FREE photo 
reproductions of the Pic of the Day. Call Diane Ames at 401-767- 8505 to request your Pic of the 
Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” and two 5”x7” photos as a free gift from Navigant 
Credit Union.

Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.
Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of

$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”
11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00

Please leave your order quantities and contact information when you call. You will be called 
when your order will be ready for pick up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

July 6, 2019 - Woonsocket’s Julian Perez connects for an rbi single to tie 
the score with Burrillville in the top of the 4th inning at Nap Lajoie Field in 

Woonsocket on Saturday. 
Ernest A. Brown photo/RIMG.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

Reilly
Continued from page B1

“The interview date was Friday, July 
12, and I met with Holly Walker of Human 
Resources and Mr. Morris for 30 minutes,” 
offered Reilly, 23, a North Smithfield resi-
dent. “I was pretty nervous, but I was elated 
when Holly called me last Friday. I’m in grad 
school at Brown (University), and I was at 
the biomedical center when she called to tell 
me I got it.

“I was so thrilled; I called my mom im-
mediately,” she continued. “I’m actually 
more excited about this being a brand new 
program and not an established one because 
I’m going to have the opportunity to develop 
players who are new, who have never been 
exposed to the sport; that means I’ll be doing 
a lot of teaching and working with the high 
school kids.

“I haven’t met with them yet, but I will on 
Aug. 19, the first day of tryouts. Mr. Morris 
told me about 50-60 girls had signed up for 
the program, and we’ll have both a varsity 
and JV team, so the final amount we’ll keep 
will be 20 or 21 girls.

“When I heard that number, it blew my 
mind because it doesn’t include incoming 
freshmen who may want to play.”

Thee team will play in Division III, along 
with Block Island and Times2 Academy, both 
of which experienced their inaugural seasons 
last fall.

“We hired Shanelle for several reasons 
– first, she’s played and coached the sport 
before, so she has a very solid understand-
ing of the game and how to teach it,” Morris 
said. “Second, she has all the characteristics 
of a good coach. She knows that every play-
er is different, has different goals and abili-
ties, not to mention mindsets.

“On top of her coaching philosophies, she 
is also very good at motivating, assembling 
strategies and is very easy to talk to,” he add-
ed. “Shanelle is a great fit here, and I think 
she’ll be terrific at starting up our new pro-
gram.”

After middle school, she represented the 
La Salle JV team for two years before making 
varsity as a junior and senior. She also served 
as a Rams’ co-captain in her final campaign 

with Cumberland resident Allie Elliott.
All the while, she played club volleyball 

with the Blast program for a couple of years 
and gained more valuable experience.

Upon graduating from La Salle in 2014, 
she moved on to WPI and played both club 
and intramural volleyball for four years. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree in biology/bio-
technology just last year before choosing to 
attend graduate school at Brown.

Coaching at Davies should be extremely 
satisfying, as well as a welcome recreational 
respite between her study sessions.

“I’ve always had a great love for volleyball 
– being part of a team, being with my team-
mates and learning, getting away from the 
stresses of academia and other things in high 
school,” she said. “It’s all about just going out 
there with your friends and competing, but 
also having fun.

“We’re going to start with a lot of con-
ditioning, and I want them to learn the fun-
damentals of the sport,” she added. “It all 
starts with conditioning. That’s the back-
bone of any program. Of course, we want 
to win, but we’re going to worry about win-
ning later.

“I expect the players to have very little 
experience at the beginning of the season, so 
there will be a lot of learning for the players – 
and for myself as (it) goes on. I look forward 
to watching the team develop, with a strong 
sense of sportsmanship and camaraderie.”

Watson
Continued from page B1

That fact should tell you just much Wat-
son is valued within the USA structure that’s 
under the leadership of PC head coach Ed 
Cooley. 

“We have some of the best shooters in the 
country, but during practice, we’ve been fo-
cusing on getting the ball inside,” said Wat-
son. “Coach says you need to play inside-out-
side in order to be successful, but I’ve also 
been yelling to the guards to let them know 
if I have a huge mismatch. But I also know 
to kick it out because we have so many good 
three-point shooters.”  

Watson’s best stretch of offensive produc-
tion came during the final three minutes of the 
first half. After his USA teammates failed to 
take advantage of Watson being guarded by 
six-foot-three Tai Bibbs (via Columbia), the 
6-foot-10 Watson converted a three-point 
play, then drew a foul while attempting a hook 
shot. He went on to make both free throws. 

Coming out of a timeout with 25 seconds 
left before the half, Watson drained a short 
shot for his eighth and ninth points of the half. 
Up 49-27 at the break, Team USA ripped off 
nine straight points to start the third quarter 
and never had to look back.

“We all know each other, but the chemis-
try has gotten a lot better in a short amount of 
time,” noted Watson. 

One night after playing the USA East Coast 
squad in a closed-door scrimmage, Team USA 
took another step forward with actual folks 
rooting on the action. The crowd at Alumni 
Hall was estimated at 1,500.

“When I play in front of a crowd, I want to 
put on a show for everybody,” said Watson. “I 
get more intense the more hype there is.”  

The fourth-quarter highlight was seeing 

Watson out there with fellow Friars David 
Duke (six points, nine assists), A.J. Reeves 
(10 points), and Alpha Diallo (four points, six 
rebounds).

“It felt good. You get a glimpse of what the 
starting five may look like,” said Watson. “We 
just want to put on a show for everybody.”

***

Luwane Pipkins (knee) did not take the 
court for Team USA’s exhibition tune-up. Af-
ter the game, Cooley said that the PC guard 
will not be making the trip to Peru.

“We don’t want to sacrifice anyone’s ca-
reer,” said Cooley. “He’s just not healthy 
enough to travel with us.’

With Butler’s Sean McDermott sent back 
home due to an ankle injury, Team USA has 
one cut to make.

***

In his first taste of competitive basketball 
in nearly 17 months, Bryant junior Ikenna 
Ndugba started for USA East Coast and fin-
ished with five points and five rebounds in 17 
minutes. He hit one of the two 3-pointers he 
attempted. Ndugba sat out the entire 2018-19 
season for the Bulldogs due to a shoulder in-
jury.

“Obviously my mind is on the score, but 
it’s been a long time since I’ve been out there 
with officials,” said Ndugba. “Our practices at 
Bryant are very competitive, but it’s nothing 
like a game. Little stuff like seeing the floor.”

Asked for his impression of Team USA, 
Ndugba said, “They push the ball a lot and 
spring to their spots. If you double someone, 
they’re kicking it out. That movement of the 
ball … that’s the type of style that (Bryant 
head coach Jared Grasso) wants us to play.”

Ndugba’s Bryant’s teammate, Juan Carde-

nas, contributed five points and three rebounds 
for USA East Coast. 

***

RIM RATTLERS: Spotted in the crowd 
at Alumni: Syracuse head coach Jim Boe-
heim, former PC head coach Tim Welsh, 
former Friar big man and new St. Raphael 
boys basketball head coach Ruben Garces, 
and recently retired SRA boys hoop coach 
Tom “Saar” Sorrentine. … Also on hand were 
Grasso and Bryant assistant Chris Cole. … 
Cooley was pleased with Team USA’s ability 
to handle the in-game adjustments that were 
called. “(Brown head coach) Mike Martin 
does all our baseline out-of-bounds plays 
while (Seton Hall head coach Kevin) Willard 
handles our sideline out-of-bounds plays,” 
said Cooley. “We have three head coaches, 
but it’s a fun group to be around. We have a 
major challenge ahead of us in order to win a 
gold medal.”

Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @
BWMcGair03

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Providence College coach Ed Cooley, left, was pleased with the defensive effort of his Big East-cen-
tric Pan-Am Games squad in Wednesday’s scrimmage against an East Coast all-star team.  Provi-
dence’s Nate Watson (14, above) and David Duke (7, below) played well at Alumni Hall.

They won silver and bronze in the men’s 100 
backstroke two years ago but missed the podi-
um this time around. Ryan Murphy, the world 
record-holder in that event, finished in fourth 
place, going out too hard over the first 50 and 
not leaving enough in the tank for the final 
push. An “age group mistake,” he called it. “So 
disappointed in myself for putting myself in 
that position.”

“It’s a good mistake to make here and not 
next summer,” he said.

Murphy was a part of the U.S. 4x100 mixed 
medley relay team that defended its world title 
on Wednesday night. Dressel turned in a mon-
ster butterfly leg (49.33) and freestyle sprint-
er Simone Manuel had a chance to swim the 
Americans to gold on the final leg. But Austra-
lia’s Cate Campbell, the world record-holder in 
the individual event, chased her down with a 
51.10, more than a second faster than Manuel, 
leaving the U.S. with a silver medal.

“Of course we would have liked to have 
been first. That’s our goal and that should be 
our job here,” said Dressel, who now has two 
gold medals and a silver here. “We take a lot 
of pride in what we do, so a little disappoint-
ed.”

SHANELLE REILLY
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