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LOCAL SPORTS

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

Peter Thomson might have been up 
to his old tricks. He once described the 
Americans as the “greatest collection of 
golfers in the world” right before he cap-
tained an International team that annihi-
lated the U.S. in the 1998 Presidents Cup.

So what to make of his prediction at 
Carnoustie nine years later? Tiger Woods 
was going for a third straight British Open 
title, a feat accomplished only six times in 
major championship history, most recent-
ly by Thomson in 1956.

“He has a chance to win eight in a 
row,” Thomson replied.

It wasn’t clear if Thomson was joking 
or trying to create even more attention for 
Woods. By the end of the week, it was a 
moot point as Woods tied for 12th. Woods 
won majors at a faster clip than anyone. 
He remains the only player to win multiple 
majors in consecutive years. But he never 
won the same major three straight times.

Neither did Jack Nicklaus. The one 
chance he had, Nicklaus missed the cut 
going for a third straight Masters. Tom 
Watson shared the 54-hole lead at St. An-
drews in 1984 in his bid for a third straight 
British Open. He closed with 73 and fin-
ished two shots behind Seve Ballesteros.

See THOMAS, page B3

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

The looming decision on what high 
school sports might look like this fall in 
Rhode Island is on the minds of many. 

To borrow a football analogy, the Inter-
scholastic League is approaching the goal 
line and is targeting a by-the-end-of-the-cur-
rent-week unveiling of a plan that shouldn’t 
be interpreted as the be-all and end-all. 

Navigating the murky waters of the 
coronavirus isn’t easy. In terms of high 
school sports, you need to account for a lot 

but also understand that what could work 
right now may not prove to be the case the 
next day. Just because the RIIL states that 
Sport X can officially begin practicing on 
a particular day with game competition 
green lighted to take place a few weeks 
later doesn’t mean it’s automatically full-
speed ahead. 

Last Friday, the governing body of high 
school sports in Connecticut showed its 
cards and set a course of what the re-start 
would entail for interscholastic competi-
tion, which for the moment includes foot-
ball. The key takeaway from the 11-page 

document was the use of “fluid.” The afore-
mentioned word appeared on the cover page 
and was highlighted on the second page. 

According to the plan, “The CIAC [Con-
necticut Interscholastic Athletic Confer-
ence] emphasizes that this plan is fluid and 
in a perpetual state of evaluation. COVID 
health metrics and data in Connecticut will 
continue to be closely monitored and the 
appropriateness of holding youth sports 
and/or interscholastic athletic contests can 
change at any time. 

See RIIL, page B3

MLB

RIIL decision coming soon

File photo
The Lincoln boys soccer team will find out of it has a chance of defending its Division II title last this week when the R.I. Interscholastic League 
unveils its tentative plan for the upcoming school year.

After CIAC makes decision, RIIL likely to 
decide on calendar, directives later this week

COLLEGE SPORTS

GOLF

File photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com
Red Sox reliever Josh Taylor should be with the team in Tampa Bay, but be-
cause he contracted the coronavirus, the lefty is rehabbing in Pawtucket.

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – In an 
ideal world, Josh Taylor 
would be in St. Petersburg, 
Fla. with the Red Sox, who 
open a two-game series with 
the Tampa Bay Rays on 
Tuesday night.

Alas, the 27-year-old 
lefthander who emerged 
as a bright spot out of last 
year’s Boston bullpen has 
been forced to play catch-
up. Taylor tested positive 
for COVID-19 during the 
club’s intake process pri-
or to the start of Summer 
Camp at Fenway Park. 

He didn’t experience any 
symptoms.

“It definitely came as 
a surprise to me. I was as-
ymptomatic and had no 
idea what was going on. 
The fact I tested positive 
threw me off,” said Tay-
lor on Monday while on a 
Zoom call at McCoy Sta-
dium. “I came [to Boston] 
ready to go. Once the news 
came out, there’s no Day 
Zero. You have to start the 
process over and do the 
full 14 days of quarantine 
just to be safe and keep my 
teammates safe.”

See TAYLOR, page B6

File photo by Ernest A. Brown
Providence College senior wing Alpha Dial-
lo was one of nine Friars who were named 
to the Big East All-Academic team Monday 
afternoon.

Friars named 
to Big East 
All-Academic 
19-20 team

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE – From first-year Fri-
ars such as Greg Gantt to seasoned vet-
erans like Alpha Diallo and Emmitt Holt, 
the Providence College men’s basketball 
team was well-represented on the Big 
East’s 2019-20 All-Academic team.

A total of nine players from Ed Cool-
ey’s team earned all-academic status, the 
conference announced Monday. Besides 
Holt, Diallo, and Gantt, the list includes 
Tommy Dempsey, David Duke, Andrew 
Fonts, Luwane Pipkins. A.J. Reeves, and 
Kalif Young. As a team, the Friars post-
ed a 3.24 grade-point-average during the 
2020 spring term.

To be eligible for the Big East All-Ac-
ademic team, student-athletes must have 
obtained a minimum GPA of 3.00 for the 
preceding academic year and completed 
a minimum of two consecutive semesters 
with a total of 18 credits. There are 2,766 
total honorees for the 2019-20 academic 
year.

Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @
BWMcGair03

Showdown 
looming at 
Harding Park
Thomas rolling into battle 
with defending champion  

Taylor playing catch 
up after positive test
Lefty reliever working at McCoy 
with goal of being recalled by Sox

SPORTS B1

Fate of fall 
sports to be 
known soon

SPORTS, B1

RI sports officials to 
decide soon on fall 

scheduling

WEATHER:
TODAY
High:

85
Low:
70

Wilfred 
Brimley 
dies at 85

OBITS, A3

Character actor 
starred in ‘Cocoon,’ 
‘The Thing’

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

Isaias may not rock you like a 
hurricane, but when the tropical 
storm sweeps up the East coast, it’ll 
still pack plenty of a punch on south-
ern New England overnight tonight, 
bringing to Rhode Island wind gusts 
up to 50 miles per hour, brief heavy 

downpours, and even the possibility 
of an isolated small tornado.

Alan Dunham, a meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service’s 
Boston and Norton office, said on 
Monday that the entirety of Rhode 
Island was under a tropical storm 
warning, meaning that conditions 
were favorable for tropical storm-
force winds within the next 36 hours.

The forecast calls for showers 

from Isaias’ outer bands moving into 
the region this morning, with winds 
increasing throughout the day. By 
the evening hours, winds will be-
gin gusting into the upper 20s with 
showery rains. But as conditions de-
teriorate during the storm’s arrival to 
our doorstep late tonight and into the 
overnight hours Wednesday, winds 
will pick up to 30 to 40 miles per 
hour, with gusts reaching 50 mph or 

higher, brief heavy downpours, and 
the possibility of an isolated small 
tornado.

“People have to use some com-
mon sense. If the winds are really 
strong, they may want to wait un-
til Wednesday morning to go out,” 
Dunham said of travelers who may 
have plans later tonight.

While the so-called “cone of un-
certainty” still had the potential for 

the storm tracking further to our east 
or west as of Monday – when Isaias 
was still sitting to the east of Georgia 
– Dunham said “we’ll have to keep 
watching.”

“Things can change. If it moves 
further east, our wind speeds will be 
a little stronger,” he said. And any 
time wind speeds reach that level 

See STORM, page A3

Tropical storm Isaias slated to hit RI

By RUSS OLIVO
rolivo@woonsocketcall.com

NORTH SMITHFIELD – 
Coronavirus might be making 
the rest of us sick, but for the 
Rustic Drive-In it’s been like 
a parade for a vintage Olds-
mobile.

With social distancing nat-
urally built into a business 
model from yesteryear, the 
Route 146 landmark has come 
out of the garage as a refuge 
for entertainment-seekers 
cut off from indoor cinemas 
during the pandemic. And 
it’s been pressed into service 
as an alternate stage for high 

school commencement cere-
monies and piped-in concerts 
from country stars who nor-
mally fill arenas.

Now it’s about to host the 
grand opening of the Flick-
ers Rhode Island Interna-
tional Film Festival – a first 
for one of the region’s most 
prestigious showcases for 
film-making talent from all 
around the world, now in its 
24th year.

“We always wanted to 
work with the Rustic,” said 
Shawn Quirk, program direc-
tor for RIIFF. “We see this 

See FESTIVAL, page A2

BOSTON (AP) — Labora-
tory testing has confirmed the 
first human case of an eastern 
equine encephalitis virus in-
fection in Massachusetts this 
year.

The infection occurred in a 
male under the age of 18 who 
was exposed to EEE in Plym-
outh County, the Department 
of Public Health announced 
Monday.

As a result, the level of 

risk to the virus in Carver and 
Middleborough in Plymouth 
County has been raised to 
critical, according to public 
health officials.

Middleborough Town 
Manager Robert Nunes said 
no outdoor activities are per-
mitted on town-owned prop-
erty from dusk to dawn until 
further notice. 

See EEE, page A3

First human case 
of EEE confirmed

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
The Flickers Film Festival opening ceremony will be held here at 
the popular Rustic Drive-In on Route 146 in North Smithfield on 
August 4, 2020.

Rustic to host 
RI Film Festival

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – William M. Davies, Jr. 
Career and Technical High School is 
planning to have students be educated 
virtually on Mondays, then in person 
from Tuesday through Friday, in the 
upcoming school year, a combination 
of distance learning and traditional 
in-class education amid the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, according to Di-
rector Adam Flynn-Tabloff.

“That is our current goal, to go back 
under that scenario,” Flynn-Tabloff 

said on Friday.
One of the primary metrics, he said, 

was a survey to Davies Tech families 
and faculty, the majority of whom re-
sponded saying they’d desire some 
type of hybrid approach to the coming 
school year. Flynn-Tabloff said “we 
gave a lot of weight to that, what would 
that approach look like,” but recogniz-
ing that Davies Tech is in a unique po-
sition as a career and technical school, 
in-person learning is “wildly import-
ant.”

“We wanted to limit distance learn-
ing,” he said. “That’s why we wanted to 

limit it to just one day.”
The response since the plan has been 

unveiled has been “very positive,” Fly-
nn-Tabloff said, estimating that about 
90 percent of parents rated the plan as a 
four or five out of five on a recent sur-
vey.

“We haven’t really received any 
pushback on the plan … Overwhelm-
ingly, we feel our families are support-
ive of our plan to reopen while follow-
ing DOH guidelines,” he said.

But one of the biggest unknowns 

See DAVIES, page A2

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School is planning to have students be in their classrooms four days a week 
when they return this fall.

Davies Tech plans mostly 
full return to classrooms
School officials emphasize in-person learning

Local COVID-19 
testing site to move

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – With 
Rhode Island College pre-
paring for the coming school 
year, the COVID-19 rapid test-
ing site at the RIC workforce 
development hub on Dexter 
Street in Central Falls will be 
transitioned back to the col-
lege, meaning the rapid testing 
site has been relocated to a City 
of Pawtucket-owned lot less 
than a mile away.

Since May, the testing fa-
cility at 934 Dexter St. in Cen-
tral Falls has been open to the 
public and providing rapid 

COVID-19 testing for Central 
Falls and Pawtucket residents. 
But with the school year ap-
proaching, the site is now be-
ing transitioned back to RIC, 
according to city spokesman 
Wil Arboleda.

“Rhode Island College 
stepped up and allowed the 
Beat COVID-19 initiative to 
use the site and we thank them 
for their partnership,” Arboleda 
said.

Pawtucket Mayor Donald R. 
Grebien, Central Falls Mayor 
James A. Diossa, CVS Health, 
the Beat COVID-19 initiative, 
the Rhode Island Department 

See SITE, page A2

Trump fires TVA chair, 
cites hiring of foreign 
replacement workers

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald 
Trump said Monday that he had fired the chair of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, criticizing the fed-
erally owned corporation for hiring foreign work-
ers.

Trump told reporters at the White House that he 
was formally removing chair Skip Thompson and 
another member of the board, and he threatened to 
remove other board members if they continued to 
lay off Americans and replace them with foreign 
workers. Thompson was appointed to the post by 
Trump.

The TVA was created in 1933 to provide flood 
control, electricity generation, fertilizer manufac-
turing and economic development to the Tennes-
see Valley, a region that was hard hit by the Great 
Depression. The region covers most of Tennessee 
and parts of Alabama, Mississippi and Kentucky as 
well as small sections of Georgia, North Carolina 
and Virginia.

Trump also removed board member Richard 
Howorth, another presidential appointee.
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Virus
Continued from page A1
Achievement First Acade-
my was closed for two days, 
pending the results of the 
staff member’s tests, DOH 
said. According to Health 
Department officials, she too 
was on the Italian field trip 
with Saint Raphael Acade-
my.

WFXT-TV in Boston on 
Monday afternoon reported 
that a 27-year-old Cohasset, 
Mass. woman was placed 
under home quarantine be-
cause of potential exposure 
to coronavirus. According to 
WFXT-TV, she was a chap-
erone on the European trip 
that was linked to the Rhode 
Island cases.

In total, 38 people went on 
the field trip and DOH said 
that they will be self-mon-
itoring for symptoms at 
home for 14 days with public 
health supervision. They’ve 
been instructed to not go to 
school or work and to remain 
at home for the next two 
weeks, Health Department 

officials said.
“All three people went on 

the same trip to Italy,” Alex-
ander-Scott said in a press 
release late Sunday night. 
“This is precisely why we are 
being so aggressive in iden-
tifying contacts, ensuring 
monitoring, and testing peo-
ple who are symptomatic.”

Outreach to the people 
who were in direct contact 
with these three is on going, 
DOH said. Direct contacts 
will also be self-monitoring 
for symptoms at home for 
14 days, with public health 
supervision. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion is managing contact trac-
ing for people on their return 
flight to the United States.

Saint Raphael reacts
According to Saint Ra-

phael Academy, once the 
symptoms were discovered, 
they immediately contacted 
DOH and have “followed 
their guidance since then.”

“Our school was notified 
(about the possible illness) 
on Feb. 26 we immediately 
contacted the RIDOH and 

have followed their guidance 
since then,” Saint Rays offi-
cials said. “We have taken 
immediate and appropriate 
action at all times throughout 
this process, based on close 
coordination with authorities 
including the RI Department 
of Health.”

However, Saints officials 
said the affected man has not 
been on the campus since 
showing symptoms. 

“At the time of the trip, 
which took place on Feb. 14 
to 22, there were no cases of 
community-spread coronavi-
rus in Italy and no CDC trav-
el warning in effect,” school 
officials said. “In fact, the 
CDC Level 3 travel warning 
to avoid nonessential travel 
was issued on February 28.”

“At the time of the news 
report that came out on Satur-
day, there were no facts avail-
able indicating that this was a 
case of coronavirus,” school 
officials said in response to 
questions about information 
the school publicized on Sat-
urday saying the news was 
misleading. “RIDOH noti-
fied the SRA administration 
on Sunday, March 1 that 
the person had a ‘presump-
tive positive’ test result for 
coronavirus. As soon as the 
RIDOH announced that the 
affected individual tested 
positive for coronavirus, we 
immediately notified parents, 
students, teachers and staff. 
In addition, the school pro-
actively shared information 
with parents and students on 
Friday, Feb. 27, regarding 
coronavirus in general and 
tips for staying healthy.”

Trip participants from 
Saint Rays are in self-quaran-
tine until March 7, with DOH 
monitoring. The school has 
additionally hired an outside 

company to disinfect all sur-
faces on campus with bleach.

In light of the coronavi-
rus situation stemming from 
the European trip last month, 
Saint Rays officials say that 
they are “discussing” the 
potential cancellation of 
a planned trip to Spain in 
April. According to the As-
sociated Press, as of Monday 
there have been 71 cases of 
coronavirus in Spain.

“Right now, we are focus-
ing on the present situation,” 
school officials said. “The 
health and safety of our stu-
dents is very important to us, 
and the administration will 
be discussing the April trip 
soon.”

When reached for addi-
tional comment on Monday, 
Saint Raphael Academy 
Communication Director 
Nancy Cifune referred a re-
porter to the school’s corona-
virus FAQ page on its web-
site, saying: “Respectfully, 
we have nothing further to 
add at this time regarding the 
Coronavirus and are refer-
ring all media inquiries to the 
Rhode Island Department of 
Health.”

Health officials speak
During a conference call 

with members of the me-
dia on Monday morning, 
Alexander-Scott said DOH 
is continuing to investigate 
how long the teenager had 
returned to campus “so we 
can fully understand that 
story and the best way to re-
spond from our public health 
program.”

The European vacation 
took place from Feb. 14 to 
22 and upon their return to 
Rhode Island, DOH has been 
communicating with those 
who were on the trip.

“Thankfully, the symp-
toms of the person who is 
now identified by the State 
Health Laboratories as the 
second case have been mild, 
there’s been no need for ex-
tensive hospitalization,” Al-
exander-Scott said.

“When the trip returned, 
we found out later in the 
week about the information. 
We have been communicat-
ing with them. The CDC in-
structions have been that as 
long as someone is not hav-
ing symptoms upon return 
from an area with prevalent 
cases, they’re instructed to 
self-monitor closely, but 
they can return to school 
or work settings,” Alexan-
der-Scott said.

When asked how long 
these individuals had been 
at school before they began 
showing symptoms, Alexan-
der-Scott said “we’re con-
tinuing to investigate those 
details, because it’s an im-
portant element.”

Of the 38 attendees on 
the trip, the majority were 
students, although there 
were a “number of chaper-
ones” with them, who are 
“doing well.” However, Al-
exander-Scott on Monday 
declined to publicize where 
those chaperones are from, 
saying that is “information 
we won’t share.”

Alexander-Scott said all 
testing is conducted at the 
State Health Laboratories in 
Providence, with samples 
then going to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion to be evaluated. Once a 
sample is received, it is ex-
pected to take up to 48 hours 
before results are available, 
she added.

“Since this has occurred, 
we’ve had four (tests ad-
ministered) … We’re work-
ing very closely with the 
CDC because they are the 
ones who helped guide us in 
what the qualifications are 
in getting a test,” she said. 
“That information evolves, 
based on science. We want 
to make sure we’re capturing 
all while being thoughtful 
knowing we have enough 
tests over the long term.”

Calling this an “evolving 
situation,” Alexander-Scott 
advised that people travel-

ing to areas where there is 
a “community widespread 
illness” to monitor existing 
travel advisories.

The Rhode Island House 
Committee on Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare is sched-
uled to meet Thursday to 
hear a briefing on Rhode Is-
land’s preparedness for the 
coronavirus. The committee 
is scheduled to meet Thurs-
day at 3 p.m. in Room 101 
at the Statehouse to hear 
the briefing from Alexan-
der-Scott.

Impacts felt globally
The United States had 

its first coronavirus-relat-
ed deaths, as six people 
died in Washington. There 
have been close to 90 con-
firmed cases in the country. 
According to the Associat-
ed Press, more than 89,000 
people have been infect-
ed around the world, with 
more than 3,000 deaths from 
COVID-19, with “clusters 
of infections” expanding in 
South Korea, Italy, and Iran.

Most infections result in 
mild symptoms, including 
coughing and fever, though 
some can become more se-
rious and lead to pneumo-
nia. Older people, especially 
those with chronic illnesses 
such as heart or lung disease, 
are especially vulnerable. 
Health officials said human 
coronaviruses most com-
monly spread through respi-
ratory droplets.

If you’ve recently trav-
eled from an area with wide-
spread or ongoing communi-
ty spread of COVID-19 and 
you have symptoms of the 
disease, such as fever, cough, 
or shortness of breath, DOH 
advises that you reach out 
to your healthcare provider 
and call ahead before going 
to a healthcare facility. The 
healthcare provider or facil-
ity will work closely with 
RIDOH, officials said.

More information about 
COVID-19 is available on-
line in multiple languages 
at health.ri.gov/covid. Peo-
ple with questions about 
COVID-19 can also call 
401-222-8022.

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Kitchen
Continued from page A1
because of our people. Our 
people have underlying 
health conditions which puts 
them at risk more than the 
average person, plus they’re 
homeless,” Marchetti said on 
Monday.

“We don’t know who was 
here, we don’t take names, 
they show up and you feed 
them and they go about their 
business,” Marchetti con-
tinued. “These are people 
with health risks, you’ve got 
people with diabetes, cancer 
survivors, other health is-
sues. How are they going to 
self-quarantine in a tent or a 
shelter? You think about the 
ramifications, it’s frighten-
ing.”

Thirty-eight people are 
home from work and school 
for the next 14 days as they 
continue to self-monitor for 
symptoms of coronavirus, 
after two people who partic-
ipated in the week-long field 

trip to Italy last month were 
identified as Rhode Island’s 
first two “presumptive pos-
itive cases” of the illness, 
which has sickened near-
ly 90,000 people and killed 
around 3,000 internationally.

The Rhode Island De-
partment of Health’s State 
Health Laboratories over the 
weekend identified two pre-
sumptive positive cases of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) – 
a teenage girl and a man in 
his 40s – after the pair had 
returned from a school-orga-
nized field trip in mid-Feb-
ruary with Saint Raphael 
Academy. This prompted 
Saint Raphael Academy’s 
closure for the remainder of 
the week.

The teenage girl was at 
home with mild symptoms 
and was “recovering well,” 
Health Department officials 
said on Monday. The man in 
his 40s was being cared for at 
a “Rhode Island health facil-
ity” and was in stable condi-
tion.

Marchetti said she’s since 

taken precautions at the Soup 
Kitchen – specifically, sani-
tizing just about everything 
a person could touch, from 
light switches and paper tow-
el dispensers to tables and 
toilets.

“They got back on the 
22nd and were in the com-
munity for a whole week 
before we realized we better 
self-quarantine. How many 
people do they contact? It’s 
just frightening, you pray 
for the best,” Marchetti said. 
“You have to wait. I don’t 
want to panic, you could cre-
ate pandemonium, but we’re 
doing all the things they 
suggested, the constant hand 
washing, sanitizing, keeping 
everyone safe.”

Marchetti said that from 
now on, she’s instituting a 
policy where even if a serv-
er has “the sniffles,” they’re 
being sent home, despite the 
clear need for servers at the 
Soup Kitchen.

“If any of our servers are 
sick, we’re sending them 
home. I will not allow anyone 

not feeling well to be here 
and serve,” she said. “I don’t 
know what more we can do.”

But Marchetti said the stu-
dents were checked for coro-
navirus symptoms in both 
Munich and Boston on their 
return flights and said they 
“seemed to feel confident that 
these kids were okay.”

“This particular young 
woman, I don’t think had 
any symptoms when she 
was here … With kids vol-
unteering, we’re going to be 
vigilant,” Marchetti said. “If 
they have sniffles, they can’t 
help because we can’t take 
any risk. These kids have bet-
ter immune systems, we just 
want to make sure our people 
are safe. I worry about our 
people. I just pray for them 
that everything’s going to be 
okay.”

“They should’ve let us 
know, but they didn’t know 
themselves,” Marchetti said 
of Saint Raphael Academy’s 
response. “The whole school 
body was at the church on 
Wednesday for Ash Wednes-

day, we’re not sure if kids 
were coughing. They say 
don’t congregate in large 
groups, but there must have 
been 300 kids in that one 
church.”

While Saint Raphael Acad-
emy isn’t a public school in 
the city’s School Department, 
Mayor Donald R. Grebien 
is as focused on his city’s 
preparation for coronavirus 
all the same.

The Rhode Island De-
partment of Health has been 
in “regular contact” with 
the city, Grebien said in an 
emailed statement on Mon-
day. “My Administration, the 
City Council, Pawtucket De-
partment of Public Safety and 
the city’s Emergency Man-
agement Agency, the School 
Department, School Com-
mittee, and the City’s Health 
Liaison, Dr. (Michael) Fine, 
have been working with the 
RIDOH to bring awareness to 
the residents on how to min-
imize any risk of illness of 
the disease and other flu-like 
viruses from spreading in our 

community.”
“The RIDOH has in-

formed us that the risk to 
most people is still very low,” 
Grebien said on Monday. 
“They continue to monitor 
the situation and provide the 
city regular updates. Please 
be aware that our hardwork-
ing Public Safety personnel 
are prepared and taking the 
necessary precautions at this 
time. The City continues to 
work with RIDOH on pre-
ventative awareness.”

Everyone has a role, says 
Grebien, and he encouraged 
all residents to take the “nec-
essary steps” to prevent in-
fection from coronavirus and 
other respiratory viruses, such 
as washing hands frequently; 
avoiding touching your eyes, 
nose, and mouth with un-
washed hands; getting at least 
eight hours of sleep; staying 
hydrated; avoiding and re-
ducing stress; eating healthy 
foods; and exercising daily.

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Response
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responsible for these issues,” 
Reed told reporters. “They’re 
trying to play catch up, un-
fortunately, rather than being 
ahead of the game.” 

Reed was accompanied 
by U.S. Sen. Sheldon White-
house and U.S. Rep. David 
Cicilline, who had gathered 
at City Hall to help local of-
ficials celebrate an unrelated 
USDA grant. All Democrats, 
the three elected officials 
shared similar concerns 
about the federal response to 
coronavirus amid fast-evolv-
ing developments surround-
ing the first two reported cas-
es of coronavirus in Rhode 
Island.

State health officials dis-
closed Sunday that a 40-year-
old man described as a mem-
ber of Pawtucket-based St. 
Raphael Academy’s “school 
community” was being treat-
ed at an undisclosed hospital 

after contracting the disease, 
also known as Covid-19. A 
teenage girl from St. Ray’s is 
also self-quarantined at home 
with mild symptoms. Both are 
believed to have been infect-
ed during a school trip to Italy 
from which all returned home 
on Feb. 22.

The state Department of 
Health says 38 students from 
multiple schools went on the 
field trip. How many were 
from St. Ray’s in unclear, but 
about four days passed before 
the RIDOH learned that any 
participants were displaying 
symptoms of Covid-19 and up 
to that point they’d apparently 
circulated in the community 
normally. At least one may 
may have worked as a volun-
teer server at the Pawtucket 
Soup Kitchen, where the op-
erators are still trying to figure 
out if the server was the girl 
who tested positive for the in-
fection, according to Director 
Adrienne Marchetti.

“We have to be very careful 
about this, the virus will prob-

ably spread,” Reed told report-
ers Monday. “We’ve already 
had several incidents in Rhode 
Island and there is the possibil-
ity of more. But we have to be 
cool and calm about it and I do 
think the state has taken very, 
very strong steps.” 

The ranking official on the 
Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, Reed said the challenge 
nationally will be to provide 
the resources the states will 
need to respond to the crisis, 
including funding for testing 
kits and face masks for med-
ical personnel. Reed said the 
bill might even help pay for 
Covid-19 tests that some peo-
ple covered by inferior insur-
ance plans have faced. “These 
skinny medical plans,” Reed 
said, were promoted by the 
Trump administration as an 
alternative to products avail-
able through the Affordable 
Care Act, but some covered by 
them paid as much as $1,500 
in out-of-pocket expenses for 
the test.

The state’s first infections 

roughly dovetailed with the 
nation’s first two Covid-19 fa-
talities on the West Coast – in 
Washington State – and also 
with the first two cases of re-
ported infection in Florida. 
Globally, the number of infec-
tions has surpassed 80,000 and 
the number of fatalities, more 
than 3,000. Health officials 
say the elderly and individuals 
with otherwise compromised 
immune systems are most at 
risk.

The West Coast deaths add 
urgency to the congressio-
nal response, Reed said, “and 
what else adds urgency to this 
is the projection by many pub-
lic health officials is that there 
will be a larger pool of people 
who are affected. Hopefully 
we’ll be able to treat them ef-
fectively.”

Similarly, Congressman Ci-
cilline said he would be back 
in Washington, D.C., today to 
help craft the House version of 
the funding bill to address the 
epidemic.

“We will put forth a pack-

age in the House this week for 
a comprehensive response to 
this epidemic that will include 
resources for local and state 
public health organizations, 
additional resources for the 
CDC to accelerate the devel-
opment of a vaccine and assis-
tance for small businesses that 
have been adversely impacted 
by this epidemic.”

Anyone who’s listened to 
the experts and scientists on the 
likely trajectory of Covid-19 
knew that its arrival in Rhode 
Island was all but inevitable, 
Cicilline said, but that doesn’t 
make it any less jarring.

“Your heart sinks,” the con-
gressman said. “These are our 
neighbors, our friends, Rhode 
Islanders. When it’s your own 
constituency it’s particularly 
alarming.” 

Echoing Reed, Cicilline said 
the president put forth a budget 
that calls for “significantly less 
than we think is necessary so 
the House is going to take up 
our own package.”

Whitehouse was cautious-

ly optimistic that the national 
response to the epidemic has 
acquired some focus after an 
ambiguous start.

“It’s improving,” said 
Whitehouse,” saying the 
Trump administration “got off 
to a terrible start” due to the 
loss of key advisors in the pres-
ident’s national security circle.  

Whitehouse said he is 
heartened by Vice President 
Mike Pence’s appointment of 
Ambassador Debbie Birx as 
the White House’s coronavi-
rus response coordinator last 
week. Birx had been heading 
up the military response to 
HIV/AIDS since 2014 and was 
originally appointed to the po-
sition by President Obama.

Whitehouse said Presi-
dent Trump’s team seems to 
be doing better now after re-
grouping. He said that if “we 
can keep it in the hands of the 
professionals I think we’ll do 
pretty well.”

Follow Russ Olivo on Twit-
ter @russolivo
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as a long-term partnership re-
gardless of what happens with 
the pandemic.”

A platform for hundreds 
of feature-length films, 
shorts and animated features, 
RIIFF’s playlist is normal-
ly spread out across 50 or so 
indoor cinemas and auditori-
ums around the state. Due to 
the pandemic, however, the 
Rustic is one of only two live 
venues where entries will be 
shown this year. The infor-
mal pre-opening was held at 
the Misquamicut Drive-In in 
Westerly on Monday and the 
grand opening is slated to take 
place at the Rustic.

The rest of the material will 
be available online through 
Aug. 9, which means that 
RIIFF, like so many events in-
volving large gatherings these 
days, will be a mostly virtual 

affair.
“Most of it is free,” said 

Quirk. “Some of it is behind 
a paywall. But those will be 
very accessible fees, $2 per 
screening.”

The drive-in venues will be 
$15 per carload.

RIIFF will use all three 
screens at the Rustic to show 
21 films in all, including three 
features and a number of 
shorts. Much of the material 
was created abroad, but one 
made-in-the-USA feature is 
a biopic about a Providence 
poet and social activist who 
was killed tragically as he was 
doing a long-distance walk to 
draw attention to the environ-
ment. Mark Baumer was quite 
familiar with Northern Rhode 
Island, however, since he par-
ticipated in protests against 
the development of the Inve-
nergy cogeneration plant in 
Burrillville.

Baumer’s life ended sud-
denly in 2017 at the age of 
33 after he was struck by an 
SUV in Florida. He had just 
reached Day 100 of his sec-
ond long-distance protest 
walk at the time.

Director Julie Sokolow 
tells his story in “Barefoot: 
The Mark Baumer Story.”

In addition to causing the 
deaths of over 1,000 people 
and sickening many times that 
number, COVID-19 – and 
the government’s efforts to 
contain it – has sent the econ-
omy into a tailspin, causing 
widespread joblessness that’s 
been particularly hard on the 
hospitality industries. But 
Quirk says it’s also provided 
an opportunity to rediscover 
all kinds of entertainment ac-

tivities that have been eclipsed 
in recent years amid an on-
slaught of new technology.

“It’s exciting to see,” he 
says. “If anything this gives us 
some time to reflect on things 
we overlooked.”

Director of the Rhode Is-
land Office of Film Steve 
Feinberg and RIIFF Executive 
Director George T. Marshall 
will both make introductory 
remarks before the start of the 
festival, but they’ll only ap-
pear on screen at the Rustic. 
That’s mainly because the mi-
crophones aren’t designed to 
reach all three screens simul-
taneously.

This year’s festival will be 
dedicated to the memory of 
more than 660,000 individu-
als worldwide, including more 
than 150,000 in the United 
States, whose lives have been 
claimed by COVID-19, ac-
cording to Marshall.

“In this period of great per-
sonal stress and professional 
uncertainty, our board felt it 
important to pay tribute to 
those who are no longer with 
us due to COVID-19,” he 
said. “Every life is precious 
and for those we have lost in 
such a tragic way – whose 
lives were cut short so unex-
pectedly – our programming 
is dedicated in their memory.”

For Feinberg, a tireless 
promoter of the film industry 
in the state, the Flickers film 
society’s annual festival is a 
major event.

“My favorite week of the 
year has finally arrived,” Fein-
berg said. “Remarkably it was 
only 12 months ago, on open-
ing night at the glorious Vet-
erans Memorial Auditorium 

when RIIFF illuminated our 
minds to a spectacular line-
up of movies from across the 
globe.”

Five of them ended up get-
ting nominated for Academy 
awards, Feinberg noted.

This may not be New-
port-based Flickers last trip 
to the Rustic this year. Quirk 
says the Vortex science fic-
tion and horror festival may 
also end up there in October, 
depending on how the pan-
demic shakes out. Right now 
indoor gatherings are limited 
to a maximum of 125 people 
and there are additional re-
strictions in place depending 
on the size and type of ven-
ue.

Like myriad businesses, 
the Rustic was, for a time, ad-
versely affected by COVID-19 
this season, opening in mid-
May, about a month later 
than usual. As a condition 
of welcoming patrons again, 
the operators were required 
to submit a plan to the state 
Department of Business Reg-
ulation indicating how the 
venue could be safely opened. 
At first it was only showing 
pictures on weekends, but 
the Rustic has slowly ramped 
up its schedule through the 
course of the summer.

Built in 1951, the Rustic 
is a sturdy survivor of an in-
dustry that, in many ways, 
time and new technology 
have passed by. The hulks of 
a few others in the vicinity 
still remain, like the Quaker 
Drive-In just over the North 
Smithfield line in Uxbridge – 
rusty but visible reminders of 
a slice of American life that’s 
largely gone the way of tube 
television, soda fountains and 
sharkfin fenders.

Drive-in theaters blos-
somed, hand-in-glove, with 
the proliferation of the au-
tomobile and the develop-
ment of the highway system. 
According to the web site 
DriveInTheater.com, there 
were more than 4,000 drive-
ins in the United States during 
their heyday in the 1950s, a 
figure that has dwindled amid 
a daunting explosion of slick, 

new media.
When the Rustic first 

opened, the web site says, 
it only had one screen. Two 
others were added in 1988 af-
ter the site was acquired by a 
new owner and its name was 
changed to today’s official 
moniker, the Rustic Tri-View 
Drive-In. It was also then that 
the Rustic introduced radio 
broadcasting for the movie’s 
audio.

Since 2008, the Rustic has 
been owned by the Boston Cu-
linary Group of Cambridge, 
Mass., a private food service 
management company that 
supports the recreation and 
entertainment industry. The 
company, which used to be 
known as the Boston Conces-
sion Group, operates a num-
ber of drive-ins and cinemas.

Today there are only about 
320 drive-in theaters left in 
the country, according to an-
other website that tracks data 
for an assortment of indus-
tries, statista.com. The losses 
tend to happen in spurts, the 
web site says. For example, 
between 2015 and 2018, there 
were almost 350 venues in the 
United States, then 28 disap-
peared in a single year. With 
the pandemic, they appear to 
be enjoying another period of 
stability.

Like the Rustic, drive-ins 
around the country were re-
porting an uptick in business 
around the time the nation fell 
into the grip of the pandemic. 
Many Culture forecasters pre-
dict COVID-19 will change a 
variety of social norms per-
manently, but whether enough 
people make a habit of going 
to the drive-in to salvage a 
vanishing slice of American 
life is an open question.

Quirk, for one, thinks all 
kinds of entertainment busi-
nesses might see a boost on 
the horizon.

“People are going to want 
to go out,” he says, “especially 
when the pandemic is over.”

Whenever that is.

Follow Russ Olivo on Twit-
ter @russolivo

Parents, educators react as some schools reopen
DALLAS, Ga. (AP) — Putting 

your child on the bus for the first day 
of school is always a leap of faith for 
a parent. Now, on top of the usual 
worries about youngsters adjusting 
to new teachers and classmates, 
there’s COVID-19.

Rachel Adamus was feeling those 
emotions Monday morning as she 
got 7-year-old Paul ready for his 
first day of second grade and pre-
pared 5-year-old Neva for the start 
of kindergarten. 

With a new school year begin-
ning this week in some states, Ada-
mus struggled to balance her fears 
with her belief that her children need 
the socialization and instruction that 
school provides.

As the bus pulled away from the 
curb in Adamus’ Dallas, Georgia, 
neighborhood, the tears finally be-
gan to fall.

“We have kept them protected for 
so long,” said Adamus, who said her 

aunt died from COVID-19 in Ala-
bama and her husband’s great-uncle 
succumbed to the virus in a New 
Jersey nursing home. “They hav-
en’t been to restaurants. We only go 
to parks if no one else is there. We 
don’t take them to the grocery store. 
And now they’re going to be in the 
classroom with however many kids 
for an entire day with a teacher.”

The Adamus children are among 
tens of thousands of students across 
the nation who resumed in-person 
school Monday for the first time 
since March. Parents in Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Tennessee will also 
be among those navigating the new 
academic year this week.

Many schools that are recom-
mencing in-person instruction are 
also giving parents a stay-at-home 
virtual option; Adamus, like many 
other parents, decided against that. 
Other schools are planning a hybrid 
approach, with youngsters alternat-

ing between in-person classes and 
online learning.

President Donald Trump and 
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos 
have urged schools to reopen. Most 
health experts agree.

In Indiana, where schools re-
opened last week, a student at 
Greenfield-Central Junior High test-
ed positive on the first day back to 
class and was isolated in the school 
clinic.

“This really does not change our 
plans,” School Superintendent Har-
old Olin said. “We knew that we 
would have a positive case at some 
point in the fall. We simply did not 
think it would happen on Day One.”

Elsewhere in Indiana, Elwood Ju-
nior Senior High suspended in-per-
son classes two days into the school 
year after at least one staffer tested 
positive.

In Newton County, Mississippi, 
fourth grader Avery Mangum re-

turned to school for the first time in 
months to find many things changed: 
She had to wear a mask, sit in an as-
signed seat and eat in her classroom 
instead of in the cafeteria. When 
kids in her class moved around the 
school, they followed their teacher 
in a straight line with one arm stick-
ing out in front of them to make sure 
they stayed at least an arm’s length 
away from other kids.

The playground at Avery’s school 
was split in two: Some kids could 
play on half of the equipment, and 
others on the other half, with only a 
certain number allowed in total. 

“It was really hard to socially dis-
tance while we were at recess,” she 
said. “Everyone wants to play with 
their friends and do all these things 
but we can’t.”

Emily Thompson’s son started 
the sixth grade at Newton Coun-
ty Middle/High School in Decatur. 
Thompson, a pharmacist, said she 

felt relief watching him get in line 
to have his temperature taken before 
entering the building. 

She and her husband, who also 
works in health care, found it was 
a “nightmare” trying to keep the 
boy and their two other elementary 
school-age children on track with 
their studies. She said she is not 
overly worried about her children 
getting sick at school.

“It would be more detrimental 
not to send them, in my opinion, 
than for them to hang out and do the 
virtual learning,” she said. “I think 
they’re going to get more interaction 
at school. They are going to learn 
more at school. They just need to be 
in that setting.”

In Georgia’s Paulding Coun-
ty, both of Adamus’ children wore 
masks, though that is not mandatory 
for the 30,000 students in the coun-
ty, about 25 miles (40 kilometers) 
northwest of Atlanta.

Davies
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associated with the return to school 
for Davies students will be the high 
school’s work-based learning pro-
gram, during which seniors are re-
quired to gain at least 50 hours of 
on-the-job training. Rhode Island 
Department of Health guidelines this 
year state that field trips and site vis-
its are not allowed under the initial 
reopening plans and Davies officials 
are working with the Rhode Island 
Department of Education to deter-

mine what will be allowed related to 
the work-based learning.

“There’s still a lot of unknowns,” 
Flynn-Tabloff said. “We’re commit-
ted with our partners to get kids into 
those internships. We’re committed 
to finding a way to keep them in 
those placements to find out what 
will be allowable.”

What’s not unknown, however, is 
how different Davies Tech will look 
for returning and incoming students 
this fall. Every person on the campus 
will be required to wear a face cov-
ering unless they have a document-
ed medical issue or can consistently 

maintain six feet of distance. But 
since there are so few settings where 
six feet of distance can be main-
tained, the mantra at Davies this year 
will be “we all need to get used to 
wearing face masks for the vast ma-
jority of the day,” Flynn-Tabloff said.

In terms of instruction, the fo-
cus during the start of the school 
year will be dedicated to assessing 
learning loss that resulted from both 
summer learning loss and from re-
mote learning in the spring. While 
Flynn-Tabloff believes Davies’ edu-
cators did a “great job” with distance 
learning from March through June, 

he concedes it is “inferior to in-per-
son learning.”

The first few weeks at Davies will 
be about “assessing that loss and 
addressing that through targeted in-
struction,” he said.

Of Davies’ approximately 875 to 
900 students this year, the school has 
yet to receive a request from a fami-
ly about a student who cannot return, 
although some parents have reached 
out about general fears and anxiet-
ies about the upcoming school year. 
If a student cannot attend in-person 
learning, the school will be prepared 
to offer full-time distance learning 

for a small amount of students.
“It’s Aug. 1, we’re supposed to go 

back Aug. 31, there could be a great 
deal of change in what the scenar-
io looks like,” Flynn-Tabloff said. 
“We’re ready for in-person learning, 
ready to follow DOH, we need fam-
ilies to remain flexible in what the 
reopening scenario looks like. We’re 
confident that we’re prepared for 
in-person learning, we need families 
to remain flexible and understanding 
as we navigate this together.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette
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of Health, and the Health Eq-
uity Zone announced that the 
rapid testing site for Pawtuck-
et and Central Falls residents 
would be relocated not even a 
mile down the road to a mu-
nicipal lot at 91 Dexter St. in 

Pawtucket, and residents are 
asked to continue to call 855-
843-7620 to schedule appoint-
ments.

The site will remain an ex-
tension of the Beat COVID-19 
initiative, a grassroots sys-
tem that gives people in both 
Pawtucket and Central Falls 
– who otherwise might not 
feel comfortable getting test-
ed or have access to a primary 
care doctor – access to testing, 
information about how to be 
safe while sick and protect 
their family and community, 
and resources to overcome 
hardships associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The CVS Health rapid 
testing site has been integral 

to combatting the coronavirus 
pandemic in Pawtucket and 
Central Falls,” Grebien said 
in a press release. “On behalf 
of the Beat COVID-19 initia-
tive, we would like to thank 
Gov. (Gina) Raimondo, CVS 
Health, RIDOH, HEZ and all 
of our community partners 
who have helped us since the 
start of the initiative. Togeth-
er, we will continue to ensure 
that our residents have easy 
access to testing. I would also 
like to recognize Rhode Island 
College for allowing us to 
use their site for the past few 
months.”

Diossa added: “We have 
been so grateful to CVS 
Health and Rhode Island Col-

lege for allowing us to use the 
space at 934 Dexter St. and are 
thankful that a testing site will 
remain local at the new loca-
tion on Dexter Street in Paw-
tucket. The Beat COVID-19 
initiative, with all of its amaz-
ing partners, has allowed the 
residents of Central Falls and 
Pawtucket to access critical 
resources like testing and fam-
ily support services, and I am 
glad that it will continue the 
process in its new location.”

According to information 
from the Rhode Island De-
partment of Health, Pawtuck-
et and Central Falls remain 
two of the hardest-hit com-
munities in Rhode Island by 
the virus. Pawtucket is second 

among the state’s 39 cities 
and towns with 1,826 positive 
tests, while Central Falls is 
fourth with 1,022. But Central 
Falls tops in the state with a 21 
percent positivity rate, while 
Pawtucket tied for third with 
13 percent.

“Working with the Beat 
COVID-19 Initiative to sup-
port community-based testing 
in Pawtucket and Central Falls 
is an important part of our 
comprehensive COVID-19 
testing strategy,” said Dr. 
Garth Graham, vice president 
of community health and chief 
community health officer with 
CVS Health.  “We appreciate 
the leadership of Mayors Gre-
bien and Diossa in coordinat-

ing this effort which allows 
us to further expand testing in 
areas of greatest need.” 

“Together with the cities, 
the Health Equity Zone collab-
orative partnership is focused 
on addressing the dispropor-
tionate burden the virus has 
put on Pawtucket and Central 
Falls. Testing is a critical step 
in protecting our neighbors,” 
said Jeanne Cola, executive 
director of Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation. “We are 
incredibly grateful for the rap-
id testing that CVS is bringing 
us. It’s free, fast, and there are 
no questions asked.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette


	TIM-080420-A01
	TIM-080420-A02

