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Now More Than Ever:
SHOP LOCAL, SUPPORT LOCAL...

Looking 
to find 
laughter?

ARTS, A3

Hilarious romance 
novels can take your 
mind off bad news

BOSTON (AP) — The U.S.S. 
Constitution, and the U.S.S. Con-
stitution Museum in Boston plan to 
reopen to the public later this week 
after being closed for several months 
because of the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Both attractions are scheduled 
to reopen on Friday, according to a 
statement.

Guests on board the ship known 

as “Old Ironsides” as well as in the 
museum will be required to wear a 
face coverings. Guest capacity will 
be limited and the museum will re-
quire timed tickets.

Both the ship and the museum will 
undergo more frequent cleanings.

The U.S.S Constitution is the 
world’s oldest commissioned war-
ship afloat, and played a crucial role 
in the Barbary Wars and the War of 

1812, actively defending sea lanes 
from 1797 until 1855. The ship was 
undefeated in battle and destroyed or 
captured 33 enemy vessels.

It earned the nickname “Old 
Ironsides” during the War of 1812 
when British cannonballs were seen 
bouncing off its wooden hull.

The museum collects, preserves, 
and interprets the stories of the ship 
and its crew.

WEATHER:
TODAY
High:

86
Low:
70

RIIL still 
won’t reveal 

fall plans

SPORTS, B1

Officials say “no 
decision” yet on 

status of fall sports

By JOSEPH 
FITZGERALD

jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

PROVIDENCE – In a new 
edict designed to clamp down 
on out-of-state visitors, Gov. 
Gina M. Raimondo Wednes-
day said anyone coming to 
Rhode Island from any of the 
33 states around the country 
that now have a COVID-19 
percent positive rate of great-
er than 5 percent – including 
Florida, California, Alabama 
and Arizona –  must sign 
a certificate of compliance 
verifying that they have had 
a negative coronavirus test 
result or that they intend to 
quarantine for 14 days before 
they can check into a Rhode 
Island hotel, bed and break-
fast or rental property.

“If they do not do that 
they will not be able to stay 
in Rhode Island,” Raimon-
do said at her weekly press 
briefing yesterday at Veter-
ans Memorial auditorium. “If 
you try to check into a hotel 
or a beach rental property and 
you’re from one of these 33 
states and don’t have proof 
of a negative test within 72 

hours, these hotels will turn 
you away.”

The new travel restriction, 
which goes into effect Sun-
day, is one of two new actions 
the governor is taking to head 
off any more spikes of the vi-
rus. On July 27, Rhode Island  
saw 139 new cases, its largest 
single-day total since the end 
of May.

Because of the recent 
spikes here, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York and 
New Jersey have all added 
Rhode Island to their quaran-
tine travel advisory lists. 

The state’s COVID-19 data 
for Tuesday was better, how-
ever, showing only 84 new 
cases for a total of 19,481 cas-
es since the pandemic started. 
There was also one new coro-
navirus-related death. The 
state’s virus-related death toll 
now stands at 1,012.

Raimondo said even 
though the state’s percent 
positive rate is still below 3 
percent, Rhode Island is at a 
turning point.

“We want to get children 
back to school and we want to 

See FOLLOW, page A3

Raimondo says 
follow the rules, 
or she’ll shut 
down business

Amazon program 
to benefit Davies

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – Thanks to an 
assist from tech giant Ama-
zon, students at William M. 
Davies, Jr. Career and Tech-
nical High School will have 
new classes, new scholar-
ships, and new internship op-
portunities when they return 
to school this fall.

Davies Tech computer 
and software engineering 
instructor Joe Mazzone ex-
plained that the school will 
be able to offer new courses 
this fall, funded by Amazon 
Future Engineer, a program, 
described by Amazon, aimed 
at “inspiring and educating 
hundreds of thousands of stu-
dents from underrepresented 
and underserved communi-
ties each year to try computer 
science and coding.”

This program’s goal, in 
addition to getting a rigor-
ous new computer science 
curriculum into the hands of 

diverse students from a lower 
economic background, is to 
have a more diverse work-
force enter into Amazon’s 
engineering careers, Mazzone 
explained.

Amazon Future Engineer 
provides more than 2,000 
schools across the country 
that serve students from un-
derrepresented and under-
served communities with 
Intro to Computer Science 
and AP Computer Science 
classes, and Amazon Future 
Engineer is a part of Ama-
zon’s $50 million investment 
in computer science over the 
next five years.

The courses run in a three-
part sequence: Introduction 
to Computer Science and AP 
Computer Science Principles 
– Davies offers comparable 
courses to both – and a new 
offering at Davies for the 
upcoming school year – AP 
Computer Science A. The trio 
of courses were developed 

See DAVIES, page A3

U.S. Navy Photo
Seaman Emma Hoernlein gives a Facebook Live tour of the USS Constitution, the oldest commissioned warship afloat. 

USS Constitution to reopen Friday

Power back on after scary 
night at nursing home

By JOSEPH FITZGERALD
jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

PAWTUCKET – The power was 
back on at The Little Sisters of the 
Poor Jeanne Jugan Residence on Main 
Street, which lost power due to strong 
winds from Tropical Storm Isaias and 
then remained in the dark for several 
hours after the nursing home’s gener-
ator failed.

“Everything is fine now and we’re 
all a happy home again,” Sister Mary 
Agnes, administrator at the 964 Main 
St. facility, said yesterday.

The Little Sisters of the Poor are an 
international congregation of Roman 
Catholic women religious founded 
in 1839 by Saint Jeanne Jugan. They 
serve the elderly poor in over 30 coun-
tries around the world. 

During the brunt of the storm on 
Tuesday night, the facility’s generator 
failed, which meant that 10 of its most 
vulnerable residents had to be relocat-
ed by ambulance to hospitals or oth-
er nursing homes until a replacement 
generator was brought in.

The new generator was installed 
early Wednesday morning and by day-

break power to the nursing home was 
restored.

“It was quite a scene. There were 
so many fire trucks and all of the fire-
fighters were here,” Sister Mary Agnes 
said. “We are very grateful for their 
help.”

Pawtucket Battalion Fire Chief 
Dave Cairrao said fire crews had vis-
ited the nursing home three times that 
day because of generator issues and it 
was on the third visit that the generator 
actually failed. It was then that a call 

See STORM, page A3

Some residents evacuated during storm

Pawtucket council to 
consider police liaison

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Feeling 
that the City Council shouldn’t 
“bury” Pawtucket Police Chief 
Tina Goncalves with routine 
email requests and communi-
cations, District 1 Councilor 
and Council President David 
P. Moran recently asked Gon-
calves to look into the feasibil-
ity of having a police liaison 
who would respond to the 
councilors’ requests and report 
back to the police chief.

“Being on the council all 
these years, we all have issues 
certainly in our district or city-
wide, and we reach out to the 

chief a lot of times to help us 
out whether it’s for speeding 
or patrolling or whatever is-
sues it may be,” Moran said 
during Wednesday’s virtual 
council meeting. “And I know 
we also may have some con-
tacts at the Police Department 
that we call up and maybe talk 
to a desk sergeant.”

“I’m just trying to see if we 
can streamline communica-
tions with the Police Depart-
ment for the council in terms 
of should we have somebody 
assigned to a certain district 
like a sergeant that I know 
that I can reach out to,” Moran 
said.

See COUNCIL, page A3

EAST PROVIDENCE – East Providence Mayor 
Bob DaSilva has appointed William C. Maaia to serve 
as the city’s associate municipal court judge. 

As associate municipal court judge, Maaia will 
oversee cases involving minimum 
housing violations, violations of 
city ordinances and traffic code in-
fractions. Maaia will step in to over-
see cases when Municipal Court 
Judge Lizette Gomes is not avail-
able to preside. 

“We are pleased to welcome 
Judge Maaia, who has decades of 
legal expertise and knowledge of 
our community to our team,” DaSil-

va said. “Judge Maaia has been an integral part of this 
community both as bail commissioner for the City of 
East Providence and chairman of the East Providence 
School Committee.”

Maaia currently serves as the founder of the Law 

See JUDGE, page A3

E.P. appoints new 
municipal court judge

William C. Maaia
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By TIMES STAFF

PAWTUCKET – Below are 
reported arrests and incidents 
from the week in Pawtucket, 
according to the Pawtucket 
Police Department’s arrest and 
dispatch logs.

SATURDAY, AUG. 1
• At 12:27 a.m., police re-

sponded to Broad Street for 
a reported larceny of a cell-
phone.

• At 1:46 a.m., police re-
sponded to First Street for a re-
port of an unwanted party who 
returned to the house multiple 
times, trying to get in.

• At 6:26 a.m., police re-
sponded to Francis Avenue for 
a report of a man punched by 
his wife.

• At 6:36 a.m., police re-
sponded to Dora Street for a 
reported vandalism to a vehi-
cle.

• At 9:22 a.m., police re-
sponded to Stop and Shop on 
Cottage Street for a reported 
shoplifting.

• At 11:33 a.m., police re-
sponded to CVS Pharmacy 
on Smithfield Avenue for a re-
ported shoplifting.

• At 12:11 p.m., police re-
sponded to Highland Street 

for a report of a stolen Toyota 
Sienna.

• At 6:40 p.m., police re-
sponded to Pawtucket Avenue 
for a report of threats via text 
message.

• At 11:32 p.m., police re-
sponded to Cedar Street for a 
report of a man who’d been 
shot.

SUNDAY, AUG. 2
• At 2:25 a.m., Desiree Re-

nee Barboza of 517 Power 
Road, Apt. 2 in Pawtucket was 
charged with domestic disor-
derly conduct.

• At 7:28 p.m., Samantha 
M. Carfora of 25 Buck Road 
in Middletown was charged 
with possession of schedule 
I-V and cruelty to or neglect 
of child.

• At 4:07 a.m., police re-
sponded to Warren Avenue for 
a reported rollover accident.

• At 2:08 p.m., police re-
sponded to Lonsdale Avenue 
for a report that a woman was 
assaulted by a man.

• At 8:46 p.m., police re-
sponded to Pawtucket Avenue 
for a reported overdose.

POLICE BLOTTERFollow
Continued from page A1
get people back to work, but we’re teetering 
right now and we’re at a very fragile place,” 
she said. “We have a choice right now be-
cause we’re at a turning point. We need to 
clamp down and get more serious.”

Beginning Sunday, Raimondo said hotels 
and rental companies will be required to ex-
plain the new requirement that requires rent-
ers to sign a certificate of compliance before 
they show up or when they call to make a 
reservation. She said hotels and rental com-
panies will be required to enforce the new 
measure or face penalties.

“This approach is very similar to what 
they’re doing in Maine. It’s working very 
well there,” she said. “They’re strict about it 
and it’s showing in their results.”

Raimondo also announced yesterday 
that beginning Friday, bars in Rhode Island 
will not be allowed to operate after 11 p.m. 
Restaurants that have a bar can stay open, but 
the bar area must be closed, she said.

“As we continue to go through the data 
we continue to see that bars are a problem,” 
Raimondo said. “Many of our test positives 
are related to someone coming from another 
state and the same is true for bars. People are 
congregating at bars and you can see it daily 
in the data.”

She said inspectors this past weekend 
found that 20 percent of bars were still not 
separating the bartender from the customer.

“That’s totally unacceptable. We have a 
problem and we need to get it under control,” 
Raimondo said. “We are going to be out in 
force to enforce this. We are going to ramp up 
our inspections this weekend and next week.”

She said she won’t hesitate to close bars 

completely if no improvement in compliance 
is seen by next week. “I have been trying 
week after week to avoid this and strike a bal-
ance so folks can stay in business, but there’s 
just too great of a percent of restaurants and 
bars that are trying to skirt around the limits,” 
she said.

Raimondo also announced that the state 
has contracted with two new labs – Accu Ref-
erence and Dominion Diagnostics – which 
will expand testing capacity and guarantee 
everyone in Rhode Island who is tested will 
get results within 48 hours.

“Starting next week these two labs will 
each run 1,000 Rhode Island tests per day 
with a guaranteed turnaround time of 48 
hours,” she said. “By next month Dominion 
will increase their capacity to 7,000 tests a 
day. This is a big win. Testing within 48 hours 
is a key piece of the puzzle if we’re going to 
get kids back to school safely.”

Raimondo began her briefing yesterday by 
addressing Tuesday’s powerful tropical storm 
Isaias, which left more than 150,000 Rhode 
Islanders without power.

“I was a serious storm. It came and went 
quickly, but knocked out power to over 
150,000 Rhode Islanders,” she said. “To put 
that into perspective that’s more than Super 
Storm Sandy some years back.”

As of Wednesday afternoon, 70,000 Rhode 
Islanders were still without power, she said.

“I want you to know we are pushing Na-
tional Grid as hard as possible to get every-
body back up as quickly as possible,” said 
Raimondo, adding she expect two-thirds of 
Rhode Islanders will be back online by this 
afternoon if not before.

Follow Joseph Fitzgerald on Twitter @
jofitz7

Davies
Continued from page A1
by Amazon and Edhesive, a curricu-
lum provider for computer sciences, 
for free for Davies Tech.

“Because the courses we’ve 
been offering are comparable to the 
courses, it was a very good match 
to us, similar to what we’re doing,” 
Mazzone said. “Seniors are able to 
jump right into that course.”

“It’s a huge benefit. One of the 
things I’m most excited about is 
the opportunities that being part of 
this program offers to students. For 
coursework, it offers all of Ama-
zon’s cloud services. Students get to 
access Amazon’s services for free, 
that’s exciting for a curriculum, and 
students can apply for a scholarship 
from Amazon.”

All of Davies Tech’s approxi-
mately 100 pre-engineering stu-
dents can apply for the $30,000 

scholarships and guaranteed intern-
ships with Amazon, as well as other 
smaller scholarships and beneficial 
programs as part of the program, 
Mazzone explained.

“One of the benefits is Amazon 
does provide us with employees 
that essentially can mentor the stu-
dents, bring them on tours of the 
facility,” Mazzone said, although 
he noted those tours will likely only 
be conducted virtually this year due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandem-

ic. However, the tours will show-
case how Amazon’s warehouse 
and fulfillment center robots are 
programmed and repaired, which 
should catch the eye of the pre-en-
gineering students, especially those 
with an interest in robotics.

“They’re releasing a robotics 
challenge, students can compete 
with all the students around the U.S. 
with opportunities for scholarships,” 
he explained. “It’s a virtual ware-
house to program the warehouse to 

program deliveries for customers … 
It’s a very real-world problem in a 
fun way.”

“I’m really excited,” Mazzone 
said of Davies’ latest offering. “I hav-
en’t had a curriculum provided to me 
of such vast resources and pre-built 
lessons that it’s really going to allow 
me to more easily meet the needs of 
the students in the classroom.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

These hilarious romance novels can get you laughing again
Mia Sosa

Special To The Washington Post 

We hold these truths to be self-ev-
ident: One, 2020 is a trash fire. Two, 
romance novels have the power to 
dampen the resulting flames. Thank 
you for coming to my TED talk; I 
won’t be taking questions at this 
time.

Now let me tell you about the 
particular power of a romance that 
also makes you laugh. Such a story 
can clear your skin, absolve you of 
your sins and facilitate proficiency 
in several foreign languages. I kid, 
of course - but not completely. If 
there’s a consistent theme in read-
ers’ messages about my latest book, 
“The Worst Best Man,” it’s that the 
story is precisely what the reader 
needs in these tumultuous times. As 
those within the genre’s community 
often note, romance is the language 
of hope, and the guarantee of a hap-
pily-ever-after provides comfort in 
the midst of uncertainty. Add a sig-
nificant dose of humor to the mix, 
and you have yourself the makings 
of a joyful and much-needed respite 
from the current state of the world.

So what are the romances that 
have charmed me with their humor? 
Here’s a small sample. Two are rel-
atively old (in publishing years, that 
is), a couple are new (or forthcom-
ing), some can be borrowed, none 
of them will make you feel blue. 

All made me laugh out loud, and for 
that, I am truly grateful to these au-
thors - especially now.

“The Duchess Deal,” by Tessa 
Dare

Ash, the Duke of Ashbury, a re-
cluse physically scarred by war, 
needs a wife. It’s convenient, then, 
that Emma Gladstone, a vicar’s 
daughter and seamstress, bursts into 
his library wearing the most hid-
eous wedding dress he’s ever seen. 
But Miss Gladstone isn’t interested 
in marriage. What she wants is to 
be paid for stitching the aforemen-
tioned monstrosity, a gown meant to 
be worn by the Duke’s former fian-
cée. Instead, Ash and Emma nego-
tiate a mutually satisfying bargain, 

a marriage of convenience for the 
overriding purpose of ensuring the 
Duke gets the heir he so desperately 
desires. Love isn’t permitted to enter 
into the equation, but as Ash soon 
learns, neither Emma nor his heart 
is apt to follow the rules. Aided by 
perfectly paced repartee, hilariously 
meddling house staff, and a cantan-
kerous cat with terrible timing, this 
book is a delight from beginning to 
end - and an excellent example of 
a breathtakingly beautiful romance 
that is also incredibly funny.

“Feud,” by Phyllis Bourne
Justice Lawson and Alexandra 

Bridges have each inherited homes 
from recently deceased relatives, 
and now they’re neighbors. Nice. 

The wills in question also contain 
a so-called feud clause, awarding 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
the person who manages to win the 
long-running private war between 
their families. Not so nice. What 
follows is a game of one-upman-
ship played out in some of the most 
unforgettable and hysterical scenes 
I’ve ever read in a romance. This 
neighbors-to-enemies-to-lovers 
romp is short, immensely satisfy-
ing and one of my favorite com-
fort-reads.

“Meet Cute Club,” by Jack 
Harbon

Jordan Collins is struggling to 
keep his romance book club afloat. 
He has no patience for people who 
scoff at the romance genre, and he 
certainly will not waste his time on 
people like Rex Bailey, the rude 
and judgmental bookstore employ-
ee who can’t help commenting on 
Jordan’s reading preferences. But 
when Rex joins Jordan’s Meet Cute 
Club, the two square off, grow to 
respect one another, then discover 
that happily-ever-afters exist in real 
life, too. Jordan’s grandmother is a 
hoot, the two men’s banter is witty 
and sexy, and the grand gesture is 
positively swoon-worthy. This is a 
love letter to the genre, and it is so 
appreciated.

“Spoiler Alert,” by Olivia 
Dade

By day, Marcus Caster-Rupp 

plays Aeneas, the lead character in 
one of the biggest shows on TV; by 
night, he’s Book!AeneasWould-
Never, writer of fanfiction about 
the very show he stars in - a fact 
that could destroy his career if the 
show’s creative directors discover 
his secret. When April Whittier, a 
superfan of the show, is teased on-
line for cosplaying another show 
character, Lavinia, Marcus invites 
April on a date and soon learns 
that the first woman to see beyond 
his carefully crafted public perso-
na is also Unapologetic Lavinia 
Stan, a fandom member he’s been 
corresponding with for more than 
two years as his online alter-ego. 
Unwilling to risk his livelihood, 
Marcus doesn’t reveal their con-
nection, which makes the reader 
wonder: Can a relationship found-
ed on deception truly succeed? It’s 
a romance; of course it can! The 
journey these two characters take 
to get there - both individually and 
separately - is where the magic 
happens: It’s a path of self-discov-
ery, healing and growth, punctuat-
ed by scorching chemistry, whip-
smart dialogue and sidesplitting 
humor.

Full disclosure: Olivia Dade 
is a friend of mine, so I was able 
to snag an early read. This gem 
doesn’t come out until October, 
but trust me, you should add it to 
your to-be-read list now.

Biden won’t leave home to accept Democratic nomination

REGION IN BRIEF Storm
Continued from page A1
went out for mutual aid to help with 
the relocation of residents.

Sister Mary Agnes said the resi-
dents were calm and everyone was 

in good spirits while they were be-
ing moved to the other facilities.

“No one was scare and every-
one was back home by Wednesday 
afternoon,” she said. “Everything 
turned out fine thankfully. I guess it 
was a disaster that didn’t turn out to 
really be a disaster.”

Wil Arboleda, spokesman for 
Pawtucket Mayor Donald Grebien, 
said several large trees were report-
ed down in that area of the city at 
the time electricity was lost on Main 
Street. He said mutual aid to the 
nursing home was provided by fire 
departments in Central Falls, Cum-

berland, Lincoln, Providence, North 
Providence, Johnston and North 
Kingston.

“Amid what was a very powerful 
storm, we are very thankful to those 
cities and towns who responded the 
way they did,” he said.

On Late Wednesday morning, 

more than 82,000 National Grid 
customers were without electric-
ity in Rhode Island and more than 
100,000 were out in Massachusetts. 

Follow Joseph Fitzgerald on 
Twitter @jofitz7

Council
Continued from page A1

The benefits to having a single 
police liaison who reports from 
the council and to the police chief, 
Moran said, is that it would free up 
Goncalves from having to regularly 
respond to the councilors’ numerous 
requests for police detail in their dis-
tricts due to constituent complaints 
regarding speeding, noise viola-
tions, or other neighborhood prob-
lems.

“I’m looking for a better way to 
streamline communication between 
the council and police chief … just 
looking for the best way to stream-
line communication, to bring it to 
the right department,” the council 
president said.

Moran emphasized that there 
have been no delays in responses to 

councilor inquiries from Goncalves, 
saying she’s done an “exceptional 
job,” but he feels that by easing this 
burden, it would free her up to “do 
more than responding to an email.”

“It just seemed like at times I 
didn’t know where to go, I felt bad 
that I always went to the chief,” he 
said. “If there is someone under the 
chief … I felt it was time to stream-
line it, make it more effective, work 
on other issues, it could go to some-
body else.”

“I’m just trying to figure out what 
is the contact or contacts other than 
the chief because I’ve sent her quite 
a few emails and I don’t want to 
bury her with my email requests … 
it’s almost like I’d rather see a list of 
the people that we need to contact or 
whether we would have somebody 
assigned to an area,” Moran said. 
“I’m just trying to see if we could 
streamline it.”

District 2 Councilor Mark J. 
Wildenhain noted that in the past, 
the council has had a Pawtucket Po-
lice Major serve as a single point of 
contact for the council to the Police 
Department, saying that person now 
could act as “some type of liaison 
between the council and the Police 
Department so that they can refer 
our issues to the chief and we’re 
not bothering her with our everyday 
things.”

“That’s a great point…” Moran 
responded. “If there was a single 
point of contact, that would be fan-
tastic.”

Moran requested that a letter be 
sent to Goncalves, asking if a point 
of contact or liaison to the Police 
Department would be feasible, and 
was hoping to have a response by 
the council’s next meeting in Au-
gust.

Judge
Continued from page A1
Offices of William C. Maaia & 
Associates where he provides le-
gal services in business, family, 
health, labor, contract, probate, 
real estate and criminal law. In 
addition, Maaia also served as 
a bail commissioner where he 
established bail and released in-
dividuals charged with criminal 
matters by local police. 

Prior to starting his own firm, 
Maaia was appointed as special 
counsel to the Rhode Island Eth-
ics Commission. He served as le-
gal counsel to the Massachusetts 
Chauffers and Teamsters Health 
Fund Local. He also served as le-
gal counsel to the Municipal Wa-
ter Supply Board and Full Chan-
nel TV. 

Maaia served as special as-
sistant attorney general with the 
Rhode Island Attorney General’s 
Public Protection Division. He 
also served as consumer advocate 
and litigator under Rhode Island 
Attorney General Dennis J. Rob-
erts. 

A resident of East Providence, 
Maaia chaired the East Provi-
dence School Committee and 
served on the Rhode Island Board 
of Education. 

He earned his Juris Doctor-
ate from Suffolk University Law 
School and his Bachelor of Arts 
from Providence College. In ad-
dition, Maaia earned his special 
program on negotiations, negoti-
ations for senior executives cer-
tificate and collective bargaining 
certification from Rutgers Uni-
versity.
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