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NFL

By JIMMY GOLEN 
Associated Press

FOXBORO — Oft-suspended wide re-
ceiver Josh Gordon returned to the New 
England Patriots’ practice field on Monday 
without pads and without saying when he 
might be able to play again.

Gordon was seen stretching on the field 
during the portion of the team’s workout that 
was open to the media. In the locker room 
before practice, he declined a request for an 
interview.

“I don’t have time today,” he said. “I’ll be 
around, though.”

The Patriots placed Gordon on the 
non-football injury list on Sunday, two days 
after the NFL reinstated him from an indefi-

nite suspension that cost him the final three 
games of the 2018 regular season and the 
team’s Super Bowl run. Commissioner Rog-
er Goodell said Gordon could participate in 
team meetings, conditioning and individual 
workouts while working himself back into 
shape.

A 2012 second-round draft pick by the 
Cleveland Browns, Gordon was suspended 
for the first two games of the 2013 season 
for violating the league’s substance abuse 

See GORDON, page B7

Neophytes, Novans begin journey

File photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com
Patriots wide receiver Josh Gordon was reinstated by Commissioner Roger Goodell over the week-
end. Gordon appeared at practice Monday, but he didn’t wear pads.

Gordon returns to practice
Wide receiver didn’t wear pads, comment on future

“I don’t have time today. I’ll 
be around, though.”

— Josh Gordon

RIIL lays down expectations for fans
By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

WARWICK — Citing serious 
concerns about fan behavior at R.I. 
Interscholastic League sporting 
events, the Principals’ Committee on 
Athletics is setting the tone to make 
sure incidents like the one that un-
folded at last spring’s boys lacrosse 

state title game never happen again.
At Monday’s meeting, the PCOA 

heard the league’s presentation on its 
sportsmanship campaign and voted 
unanimously (11-0) that ensures all 
member schools have sportsman-
ship standards that are articulated 

and enforced at all levels of play. 
The Interscholastic League ex-

pressed its concerns to the Principals’ 
Committee about the on-field or on-
court behavior of student-athletes and 
coaches. In terms of unsportsmanlike 
behavior from spectators, the sight 

of the parent of a La Salle lacrosse 
player coming out of the stands at 
Cranston Stadium and assaulting a 
Moses Brown assistant coach provid-
ed the necessary ammunition to spell 
out guidelines that all take aim at the 
same “knock it off” premise.

Otherwise, if compliance is not 
met, a team might be taking the 
field or court down the services of 
a teammate or coach, or without the 
presence of fans. 

See FANS, page B2

After incident at lacrosse state final, league delivers guidelines
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Davies Tech football coach Henry Cabral, above, takes his squad through its first practice ever on a rainy Monday afternoon at the school’s 
Lincoln campus. Below, the defending Division II Super Bowl champion Woonsocket football team was forced to delay the start of its practice 
at Barry Field a few minutes because of a violent storm that blew through the Blackstone Valley at 4:15 p.m. 

Davies Tech holds 
first football practice

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN  —  This was a moment Andre Ran-
court had looked forward to since he first stepped 
foot on the Davies Tech campus three-plus years 
ago, and he couldn’t believe it was finally here.

At about 4:30 p.m., Monday, the husky, conge-
nial senior and 25 others with dreams of gridiron 
greatness hustled out onto the makeshift practice 
site (also known as the softball diamond) behind the 
school for the new varsity football team’s first ses-
sion.

Yes, it was finally here, so there was no way 
coach Henry Cabral and his assistants would allow 
a little rain to interfere with something so historic.

During a break, Rancourt, who has never played 
a competitive down in his life, admitted the scene 
before him – teammates running drills and respond-
ing to Cabral’s urgings – blew his mind.

“It’s amazing to look at and take in,” he mar-
veled, new helmet in hand. “I know we don’t have 
much experience, but I think we can make it to the 
(Division IV) playoffs, maybe even win … I’ve nev-
er played football before, but I was on the varsity 
baseball team as a left fielder.

See FIRST, page B3

“I know we don’t have much expe-
rience, but I think we can make it 
to the (D-IV) playoffs, maybe even 
win … I’ve never played football 
before, but I was on the varsity 
baseball team as a left fielder.”

— Davies senior Andre Rancourt
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Pic of the Day

Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way
If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are welcome to receive FREE photo 
reproductions of the Pic of the Day. Call Diane Ames at 401-767- 8505 to request your Pic of the 
Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” and two 5”x7” photos as a free gift from Navigant 
Credit Union.

Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.
Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of

$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”
11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00

Please leave your order quantities and contact information when you call. You will be called 
when your order will be ready for pick up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

August 7, 2019 - Upper Deck’s Drew Szafranski heads to home plate 
to score in the top of the first inning against Stamford in game 1 of the 

American Legion Northeast Regionals at Fitton Field at the College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester Wednesday.

Ernest A. Brown photo/RIMG.
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For the first time in the history of the school, Davies Tech held a football practice Monday afternoon on the softball field. Coach Henry Cabral said he was pleased that nearly 30 kids participated in 
the opening session, which featured rain. Davies will participate in its first scrimmage next week against Juanita Sanchez/PCD/Wheeler co-op.

First
Continued from page B1

“I decided to come out for the new foot-
ball program because my brother and father 
played football at St. Ray’s,” he added. “This 
is something I always wanted to try, but we 
never had a team; now we do, and I’m hop-
ing I can be our starting center.

“During preseason workouts, coaches 
gave me the ball and asked me to snap some 
balls to the quarterback. I did, and coach 
(Miguel) Olivo seemed pretty happy with 
it. When it comes to coach Henry, I couldn’t 
tell.”

Offered Isaias Lang, another senior with 
his heart set on being the new squad’s top 
running back: “I’ve never played football; 
in fact, I’ve never been on a team, but I just 
had to do this. It’s something I’ve never done 
before. When I heard about us starting up a 
new football program, I wanted to be a part 
of it because I’m a senior, and this is my last 
chance.

“This is something we’ll all remember 
as being really special,” he continued. “I’m 
so excited right now, but I’m also nervous. 
I don’t know what the future holds for us. 
I will say I’m really interested to see what 
happens.”

Cabral’s staff includes assistants Jus-
tin Medeiros, Bill Meekins, Olivo and Sam 
Hollins, though he has a bevy of volunteer 
coaches, among them Caden Cabral, Matt 
DeFelice and longtime co-worker Dave 
Champagne.

“This is a huge, huge deal; it has been for 
years,” stated Champagne while dodging 
raindrops. “I’ve been here for 28 years now, 
and it seems like every year there’d be kids 
passing petitions around to start up a varsity 
football program. A lot of kids really wanted 
to play. Everyone was interested in seeing us 
have one like most of the other schools.

“But then, last year, our new director, 
Adam Flynn-Tabloff, came in, as did our ath-
letic director, Bob Morris, and they started 
talking,” he added. “They crunched the num-
bers and began having meetings with a lot of 
us (teachers and administrators). Henry, Bill 
and Bob (et al.) brought the proposal to the 
administration, put together a good plan here 
we are.

“I have to say they’re all football guys, 
and once word got out, the kids were so ex-
cited. Now we’re hoping that new kids (in-
coming freshman or transfers) will decide 
come here to our outstanding school not only 
for the academics but also because now we 
offer not only football but wrestling and vol-
leyball, too.

“We hope they’ll say, ‘Hey, Davies has the 
subjects I want to study, and football! So I 
want to go there.”

**

Before this practice, Cabral conducted 
a preliminary meeting inside the Gaskin 
Alumni Hall gymnasium, and 26 arrived for 
it. In it he described how each practice would 
work, who would be responsible for bringing 
out tackling dummies, equipment, medical 
supplies, water, etc.; the team’s schedule for 
the next week or so; team goals; and expecta-
tions for each and every individual.

“I expect you to come to school every day, 
come to practice every day, ready to work,” 
he stated. “You need to be here for practice 
every day; if you’re not, you’re letting down 
not only you but your teammates. Coming 
only part of the time will not be to your ben-

efit, or ours.”
He spoke of expectations for a fundrais-

ing session, not to mention Tuesday’s joint 
practice with Juanita Sanchez/PCD/Wheeler 
co-op.

“I’m just not blowing smoke when I say 
every coach standing up here is here to help 
you out, help you improve, get faster and 
quicker,” he said. “The thing is, though, you 
guys have to help yourselves out, too, and 
you can do that by working hard and having 
a good attitude. If you do that, you’ll be suc-
cessful.”

Cabral admitted during a water break that 
he’s done a significant amount of preparation 
for his new gig as the Patriots’ mentor.

“It’s raining us, but it’s all good,” he not-
ed. We’ve got 30 kids here, though a couple 
of kids came late, and we’ve got another five 
to 10 kids more showing up over the next 
week of so. That means I’ll be up to about 
40, which I think is a great number.

“This is cool; it’s good, it’s all good. I’m 
excited because I’ve received a lot of sup-
port from so many people,” he continued. 
“Just last week, I sat down and talked with 
coach (T.J.) Del Santo down at Mount Hope 
(Cabral previously had coached the Huskies 
with him), and we had a great conversa-
tion. I’ve got a ton of support from my area 
friends.

“Another good thing is, we haven’t even 
started school yet, and we’re going to have 
more kids come out when that happens.”

He admitted he doesn’t have a clue if his 
team can be competitive, considering he has 
only one incoming player with high school 
experience and perhaps 15 who have played 
Pop Warner or other youth-level football.

He mentioned Matt Patenaude is one of 
two or three youngsters fighting for the quar-
terback job, and he started as the Tolman 
High JV signal caller last fall behind All-
State standout and Golden Dozen selection 
Justin Klemanchuck.

“Our goal – and I told the kids this in the 
gym – is to make the playoffs in Division 
IV,” he said. “Our goal is to get better every 
day at practice and every week, and also to 
get better numbers as we move along.

“What have I seen that I like most? I think 
it’s exciting because the numbers are up; I 
was kind of worried (weeks ago) what our 
numbers would be on the first day, but we’re 
OK,” he stated. “It’s only going to grow once 
school starts. They’ll be here. The toughest 
part is getting the kids here. For the first week 
or so, that will be our challenge because we 
have seniors who are working and kids with 
transportation issues. Getting here isn’t easy 
for them because they live in Pawtucket or 
Central Falls.

“The good news? I thought I’d have 20 
kids the first day, and I’ve got 10 more, so I’ll 
take it. There are also five kids who couldn’t 
be here due to work … And we also had a 
solid group of 15 who haven’t missed one 
thing since we announced the new program – 
weightlifting, running, meetings. They hav-
en’t missed one workout. They’ve been very 
dedicated to the program.

“My greatest worry? It has to be finishing 
the season with the numbers we start with. 
As for how we become more cohesive, that 
just comes with repetition and practice. We 
have a lot of kids who are green, but the ones 
who have been here and have played before, 
they got it. Still, others don’t, and that’s why 
we’re here.”

Another senior, Nashawn Dalomba, didn’t 
hide the fact he’s got plenty of experience 
and wants to help his teammates catch on 
quickly.

“I’ve played football almost my whole 
life because I came to Davies,” he said. “I 
played for the Central Falls Panthers for five 
years, and was a running back, quarterback 
and receiver on offense and linebacker/safety 
on defense.

“For this team, I’d love to be a running 

back or receiver or safety, but the coaches 
have to decide,” he continued. “I just have 
to say I’m so excited to play. This blows my 
mind – we’re actually out here. Davies final-
ly has football. I thought I was going to be 
stuck playing basketball for four years. Not 
anymore.

File photo
Unlike like last season when Chris Sale, center, threw the final pitch to clinch the World Series for the Red Sox, the lefty won’t 
throw any pitches in the playoffs because he was shut down for the season Monday with inflammation in his left elbow.
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packaging materials and drug 
paraphernalia. Rivera told law 
enforcement that he kept the 
loaded gun “for protection.”

“Selling fentanyl poisons 
our neighborhoods and puts 
drug users lives at risk,” said  
United States Attorney Aaron 
Weisman. “Having a gun ‘for 
protection’ puts everyone in 
the neighborhood at risk. The 
defendant’s six-year sentence 
should sound a warning to 
others that law enforcement 
and prosecutors will not toler-
ate drug dealers poisoning our 
neighborhoods, particularly 
armed drug dealers who put 
everyone’s life in danger.” 

Rivera pleaded guilty on 
April 9 to possession with 
intent to distribute fentanyl, 
possession of a firearm in fur-
therance of drug trafficking 
and two counts of being a fel-
on in possession of a firearm. 

At the time of his arrest, 
Rivera was awaiting trial in 
Rhode Island state courts on 
an unrelated firearm charge. 
Rivera was arrested by Cen-
tral Falls police in June 2017 
following an altercation with 
another person. As officers 
approached the two men, 
Rivera stashed a semi-auto-

matic pistol near the bumper 
of a nearby car, then quickly 
walked away. The firearm was 
retrieved by police and Rivera 
was found hiding in the bath-
room of a stranger’s apart-
ment nearby.

Additionally, Rivera had 
previously been convicted of 
drug trafficking in Massachu-
setts.

As a condition of his sen-
tence, imposed by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Chief Judge Wil-

liam E. Smith, Rivera must 
serve three years’ supervised 
release after his term of incar-
ceration is completed.

“We will continue to work 
with our local, state and feder-
al partners to ensure offenders 
that poison our communities, 
like Rivera, are removed from 
the streets,” Central Falls Po-
lice Chief Daniel J. Barzyko-
wski said.

Follow Russ Olivo on Twit-
ter @russolivo

Nation/Blackstone Valley

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 14
• At 1:30 a.m., Jesus Ciccia 

of 26 Capital St., Apt. 3 in Paw-
tucket was charged with disor-
derly conduct and two counts 
of felony assault.

• At 7 a.m., Stacie A. 
Marques of 71 Washington 
Ave. in East Providence was 
charged with domestic disor-
derly conduct.

• At 8:11 a.m., David L. Voc-
cola of 175 Newell Ave., Apt. 1 
in Pawtucket was charged with 
unlawful breaking and enter-
ing.

• At 9 a.m., Luis Adorno of 
45 Italy Apt. LEFT in Provi-
dence was charged with felony 
shoplifting.

• At 11:54 a.m., Brian Kalil 
of 1045 Furnace Brook Park-
way in Quincy, Mass. was 
charged with misdemeanor re-
ceiving stolen goods and driv-
ing after denial.

• At 11:15 a.m., Brandon 
Stewart Lemire of 90 Clyn 
St., Apt. 1 in Providence was 
charged with felony receiving 
stolen goods.

• At 3:55 p.m., Jerry M. 
Sepulveda of 326 Cowden St., 
Apt. 1FL in Central Falls was 
charged with felony assault.

• At 7:30 p.m., Sarah Clein-
man of 890 Cottage St. in Paw-
tucket was charged with do-
mestic cyberstalking.

• At 9:40 p.m., Suzanne 
Blackmar of 38 Williams 
St., Apt. 1 in Pawtucket was 
charged with larceny under 
$1,500.

• At 9:45 p.m., Suzanne 
Blackmar of 38 Williams 
St., Apt. 1 in Pawtucket was 
charged with disorderly con-
duct.

• At 10:15 p.m., Venis 

Almeida of 560 Prospect St., 
Apt. 24 in Pawtucket was 
charged with violation of 
no-contact order.

• At 11 p.m., Zachery Cho-
quette of 33 Russo St., Apt. 2 in 
Providence was charged with 
domestic cyberstalking.

• At 12:50 a.m., police re-
sponded to Mulberry Street 
after a caller said his vehicle’s 
window was broken and his 
wife’s phone was taken.

• At 9:23 a.m., police re-
sponded to Pine Street for a 
reported vandalism to property.

• At 9:52 a.m., police re-
sponded to Lonsdale Avenue 
for a reported vandalism to a 
vehicle.

• At 11:09 a.m., police re-
sponded to East Street and 
Clark Avenue for a report of a 
stolen jump bike.

• At 1:51 p.m., police re-
sponded to Newport Avenue 
for a reported mail fraud.

• At 1:59 p.m., police re-
sponded to Subway on Mineral 
Spring Avenue for a report of a 
counterfeit $100 bill.

• At 1:52 p.m., police re-
sponded to Suffolk Avenue for 
a reported larceny of an inspec-
tion sticker.

• At 3:36 p.m., police re-
sponded to Slater Street for a 
reported larceny of a cellphone.

• At 3:57 p.m., police re-
sponded to Prospect Street for 
a reported domestic assault af-
ter a woman said her grandson 
hit her.

• At 6:19 p.m., police re-
sponded to Tweed Street for a 
reported assault.

• At 11:07 p.m., police re-
sponded to Grand Avenue for a 
reported unwanted party after a 
boyfriend wouldn’t leave.

Pawtucket Police logTwitter, Facebook suspend accounts; accuse 
Chinese of coordinating against protesters
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PAWTUCKET — The 
genesis of the pension case 
began in 2012 when the state 
mandated cities and towns to 
institute a Financial Improve-
ment Plan (FIP). The Admin-
istration and City Council 
adopted this plan in 2013 after 
many public hearings and out-
reach to those individuals in 
the plan. The goals of the plan 
were to make sure the City 
of Pawtucket complied with 
state law but, more important-
ly, to ensure the protection of 
those in the pension system 
and the long-term stability of 
the pension plan. In January 
2015, the Pawtucket Public 
Safety Retirees Association 
filed a class action suit chal-
lenging the City’s plan.

On Thursday, Aug. 15, 
2019, Judge John J. McCon-
nell Jr., approved a class action 
settlement which protects the 
pensioners, the taxpayers of 
Pawtucket and the long-term 
stability of the plan.

“I am pleased with the out-
come of this case on behalf of 
all parties involved. These are 
difficult situations to deal with, 
on the one hand you want to 
protect the taxpayers and the 
stability of the pension plan 
and on the other hand, we need 
to be fair to the dedicated and 

hard-working retirees who cer-
tainly earned their benefits. I 
firmly believe that this Agree-
ment achieves those goals,” 
said Mayor Donald R. Grebi-
en.

This settlement memorial-
izes an agreement between the 
parties which allows for 50% 
of the lost COLA from July 
1, 2013 to July 1, 2019, and 
restores the retirees’ month-
ly pension to 65% of the lost 
COLA benefit from July 1, 
2019 forward.

“As a steward of the city’s 
finances, the Council and I 
have a responsibility to hon-
or our financial obligations in 
a fiscally responsible manner 
and certainly, an agreement 
of this magnitude will pro-
vide predictable stability for 
our residents of Pawtucket for 
years to come,” said Council 
President David Moran.

City officials said this set-
tlement was only possible be-
cause all sides worked togeth-
er for the common good and 
future financial security of the 
residents and the pension sys-
tem.

Pawtucket Police
recruiting candidates

The City of Pawtucket, 
through the Division of Per-

sonnel, has announced an 
open, competitive examina-
tion for police officer recruit-
ment. Applications will be ac-
cepted through Friday, Sept. 
13, and must be completed 
online at www.PoliceApp.
com/PawtucketPD.

“Over the years, pub-
lic safety has become more 
community related and the 
role of police officers impacts 
our community in a positive 
way,” said Mayor Donald R. 
Grebien. “This is why it is 
crucially important for mem-
bers of our community, and 
beyond, to join this reward-
ing career.”

Chief of Police Tina Gon-
calves said, “Being a police 
officer is unlike any other pro-
fession. Having the ability to 
protect your neighbors on a 
daily basis is just one of the 
ways the job can be fulfilling. 
Police officers help people by 
working closely with the com-
munity. Police work offers so 
many personally rewarding 
moments, and it really gives 
you an incredible sense of 
pride when you know that 
your work serves a greater 
good.”

In an effort to help prepare 
applicants for the selection 
process, the Pawtucket Police 

Department will hold an orien-
tation meeting to answer any 
questions about the different 
phases of the process on Sept. 
4, at 6:30 p.m. The orientation 
will be held in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 137 Roos-
evelt Ave., 3rd Floor, Pawtuck-
et.

Further information regard-
ing the selection process, sal-
ary and benefits and physical 
fitness standards can be found 
at www.pawtucketpolice.com 
or www.pawtucketri.com. The 
City of Pawtucket is an equal 
opportunities employer and 
complies with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. Minori-
ties and women are encour-
aged to apply.

Interested parties may also 
call 401-728-0500 extensions 
235 or email dagostini@paw-
tucketri.com to speak with a 
representative from the de-
partment about the recruitment 
process.

City, public safety retirees settle on pension case

LET THERE BE FOOTBALL
Davies Tech 

held its 
first-ever foot-

ball practice 
on Monday, 

despite period-
ic heavy rain. 

Here, coach 
Henry Cabral 

demonstrates 
some tech-

nique during 
a drill for the 
varsity hope-

fuls. For story, 
see SPORTS, 

PAGE B1

Photo courtesy of 
Jerry Silberman/ 

risportsphoto.com

THE     CALL & THE TIMES
Call Your Sales Representative TODAY at 401-767-8505

Publishing Every
Thursday inTime OutTime Out

Our New Weekly Arts & Entertainment Section

Blackstone Valley A3THE TIMES  Tuesday, August 20, 2019


	TIM-082019-B01
	TIM-082019-B03
	TIM-082019-A03

