
Vo
l. 

C
XX

X
N

o.
 2

02

CONTACT US:
Delivery or subscription:
401-767-8522
Place an advertisement:
401-767-8505
Report a news event:
401-767-8550

INDEX:
Amusements ..........................A5
Calendar .................................A6
Comics ....................................B5
Lotteries ..................................A2
Obituaries ...............................A2
Opinion ...................................A4
Sports .......................................B1

The Times
www.pawtuckettimes.com Newsstand: 75 centsThe Valley’s Daily Newspaper Since 1892

Saturday, August 22, 2020

BEST       BUSINESS
2020 BLACKSTONE VALLEY READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

IN

Automotive

Home and Garden

Professional Services

Food & Dining

Health & Beauty

Sports & Fitness

Family Entertainment

Shopping / Retail

Pets

Outdoor Home Improvement

T

HE CALL | THE T
IM

ES

Readers’Readers’
ChoiceChoice

Look for your ballot at
 WoonsocketCall.com  and   PawtucketTimes.com

and in the paper starting Thursday, July 30

Now More Than Ever:
SHOP LOCAL, SUPPORT LOCAL...

WEEKEND EDITION

Open
Saturday

& Sunday by 
Appointment 
or by Phone

Licensed Lender/Broker RI, MA-MC2107, RI 2002119LB & 20031576LL CT 11404 & 11405

267 Newport Ave., Pawtucket
401-475-1516

ATTN: FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS:ATTN: FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS:
Receive a LIFE OF LOANLIFE OF LOAN income tax credit.

Please call TODAY for eligibility.

13years
CELEBRATING

NORTH KINGSTOWN 
(AP) — U.S. Navy Secre-
tary Kenneth Braithwaite and 
members of Congress visited 
submarine construction op-
erations in Rhode Island and 
Connecticut on Friday.

Braithwaite, who was ap-
pointed by President Donald 
Trump earlier this year, visit-
ed General Dynamics Electric 
Boat’s facilities at Quonset 
Point in North Kingstown, 
Rhode Island, as well as in 
nearby Groton, Connecticut.

U.S. Sen. Jack Reed, a 
Rhode Island Democrat, said 
the tour, which was closed to 
the media, was an opportuni-
ty for the Navy head to get a 
firsthand look at the sophisti-
cated facilities that’ll be mak-
ing the Navy’s next genera-
tion of submarines.

Last year, the Navy signed 
a more than $22 billion con-
tract to build up to 10 Virgin-
ia-class submarines at Groton 
and Quonset Point, according 
to Reed’s office. 

The Navy and General 
Dynamics also reached agree-

ment this summer for the 
construction of the first Co-
lumbia-class nuclear ballistic 
submarines, which will be 
built in Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, and Virginia, the office 
said.

Reed, who is the rank-
ing Democrat on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, 
said preparations are already 
underway at Quonset for the 
official start of work on the 
submarines in October.

The Navy is replacing its 
aging fleet of 14 Ohio-class 
nuclear ballistic submarines 
with 12 Columbia-class subs. 
The project is expected to cost 
about $110 billion, or roughly 
$9 billion per boat.

The first of the new Co-
lumbia-class subs is expected 
to be in the water by 2027, and 
Rhode Island hopes to pro-
duce a new one each year for 
decades to come, Reed said.

Electric Boat, one of the 
state’s biggest employers, has 
spent roughly $800 million to 
upgrade and expand its Quon-
set Point facility.

Navy boss visits 
sub building sites

Police arrest 2 for trying 
to deface Columbus statue

WESTERLY (AP) — Po-
lice said Friday that they 
caught two people red-hand-
ed trying to vandalize a statue 
of Christopher Columbus in 
Rhode Island. 

Westerly Police Chief 
Shawn Lacey said the two had 
been among a group that tried 
to spray paint on the Colum-
bus statue across from town 
hall at around 3:30 a.m. on 
Thursday.

Officers, however, inter-
vened before any damage 
could be done, he said. The 
two suspects were found carry-
ing spray paint, stenciling ma-
terial and other items. Lacey 
said the group also had a jug of 
red paint they intended to pour 
on the statue.

Lacey said Jasmina De 
Leon Gill, 28, of Providence, 
and Toni Jonas Silver, 25, of 
Boston, were each arrested on 
misdemeanor charges of injury 
to a public monument and tres-

passing.
They pleaded not guilty 

during their arraignment 
Thursday in Wakefield district 
court and are due back in late 
September, according to court 
records. Their lawyer declined 
to comment Friday. 

The privately run Wester-
ly Library and Wilcox Park, 
where the Columbus statue 
is located, called the incident 
“troubling and disappointing” 
in a statement posted on Face-
book on Friday. 

“Questions about an his-
toric community asset like 
the Columbus statue should 
be addressed with thoughtful, 
respectful dialogue - not with 
vandalism on private property 
by out-of-towners in the mid-
dle of the night,” the statement 
read, in part. “We look forward 
to arriving at a conclusion to 
this issue through a respectful 
process and thank the commu-
nity for their support.”

Birth of panda cub 
provides ‘moment 
of pure joy’

By CAROLE FELDMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Delivering a “much-need-
ed moment of pure joy,” the National Zoo’s giant 
panda Mei Xiang gave birth to a wiggling cub Fri-
day at a time of global pandemic and social unrest.

An experienced mom, “Mei Xiang picked the 
cub up immediately and began cradling and car-
ing for it,” the zoo said in a statement. “The panda 
team heard the cub vocalize.”

Panda lovers around the world were able to 
see the birth on the zoo’s Panda Cam. Zookeep-
ers also were using the camera to keep an eye on 
mom and baby.

“Giant pandas are an international symbol of 
endangered wildlife and hope, and with the birth 
of this precious cub we are thrilled to offer the 
world a much-needed moment of pure joy,” said 
Steve Monfort, John and Adrienne Mars Director 
of the Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conserva-
tion Biology Institute.

Monfort said Mei Xiang’s age — 22 — made 
her chances of giving birth to a cub slim. “Howev-
er, we wanted to give her one more opportunity to 

See PANDA, page A2

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
The scene at the Mutual Mart, located at 168 Lonsdale Ave., Pawtucket Friday, shortly after a man was injured in a shooting that 
took place around 11:20 a.m. between the victim and a suspect after the two had an interaction, according to police. The victim 
suffered only a minor injury.

Davies faculty members take up social justice

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE – A Cen-
tral Falls man will serve 19 
years at the Adult Correction-
al Institutions after pleading 
no contest on Tuesday to mo-
lesting an 11-year-old girl at 
his home between 2017 and 
2018, the Attorney General’s 
Office announced.

Amos Robinson, 58, was 
sentenced by Providence 
County Superior Court Jus-
tice Luis M. Matos to 40 
years at the ACI, with 19 
years to serve and the bal-
ance suspended with proba-
tion, according to a press re-
lease announcing Robinson’s 

sentencing on one count of 
first-degree child molestation. 
Robinson was additionally 
ordered by the court to reg-
ister as a sex offender, com-
plete sex offender counseling, 
and is subject to community 
supervision. The court also 
issued a no-contact order be-
tween Robinson and the vic-
tim, the AG’s office said.

Had the case proceeded to 
trial, the state was prepared 
to prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that between 2017 and 
2018, Robinson molested an 
11-year-old girl, who was 
known to him, at his home in 
Central Falls, the AG’s office 
said.

See SENTENCE, page A2

C.F. man gets 19 
years for molesting 
pre-teen girl
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SHOOTING SCENE

By STEVE LeBLANC and MARK 
PRATT

Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — The Massachu-
setts unemployment rate that soared 
during the coronavius pandemic fell to 
16.1% in July, yet remains the highest 
in the nation, according to numbers re-
leased Friday by state and federal labor 
officials.

The July rate is down 1.6 percentage 
points from the adjusted June rate of 
17.7%, according to the state Executive 
Office of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment.

The national unemployment rate in 
July was 10.2%. The Massachusetts 
unemployment rate in July 2019 was 
2.9%.

Massachusetts added more than 
72,000 jobs last month after adding 

nearly 95,000 in June as the state con-
tinues to recover from the economic 
shutdown prompted by the pandemic, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics’ preliminary job estimates.

Nearly half of those job gains were 
in the leisure and hospitality section, hit 
particularly hard during the pandemic. 
The trade, transportation, and utilities; 

See JOBS, page A2

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – Akash Shah and 
Kristin Cassarino aren’t afraid to talk 
about race among their colleagues at 
William M. Davies, Jr. Career and 
Technical High School. In fact, they 
welcome it.

Shah and Cassarino, Davies 
Tech’s two most recent District 
Teacher of the Year award recipi-
ents, recently created a professional 
development reading and discussion 
series for their fellow Davies faculty 
members in their mission of promot-
ing social justice agendas.

After selecting the first book in 
the series – “Dear Martin,” a 2017 

bestseller by Nic Stone about an Af-
rican-American teen educated at a 
private school who begins to ques-
tion how his education could impact 
his identity – Shah and Cassarino 
were pleased to see that registration 
for the series, which they call “Com-
munity Conversations: Reflecting on 
the Role of Social Justice in Educa-
tion,” had reached maximum capaci-

ty in less than a day.
The group of 26 faculty members, 

one administrator, and two facilita-
tors will spend two Zoom teleconfer-
ence sessions to analyze “Dear Mar-
tin” to identify prevailing themes 
and relevant topics related to social 
justice, then discuss their reflections 
and connections to personal and pro-
fessional experiences.

Shah, a Davies Tech science 
teacher, said he and Cassarino have 
discussed how biases could affect 
the school’s learning environment, 
saying “one of the goals of our mis-
sion is to increase the cultural com-
petency of our faculty.”

“We use this book as a starting 

See DAVIES, page A3

Mass. unemployment rate down to 16.1%
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Davies
Continued from page A1
point to increase the cultural 
competency,” Shah said. “We 
want to provide an equitable 
environment for our students 
to succeed. The way we chose 
this book … we felt we could 
use this book to start a con-
versation, because the main 
character is someone that re-
flects many of our students. 
This main character hangs 
out with members of his peer 
group who have biases, which 
produces self-doubts and feel-
ings of hopelessness. We can 
definitely, as educators, make 
that connection. We have stu-
dents who, for one reason or 
another, may experience that 
self-doubt.”

Shah said teachers “jumped 
on board for this book study,” 
adding “we feel as a faculty 
that it’s a top priority.”

From here on, the conver-
sations will hopefully even-
tually begin to shift toward a 
student perspective, gleaning 
insight from their worldview, 
Shah said.

“We need to have these 
conversations with the stu-
dents and really get educated 
from their perspective…” he 
said. “We’d like to hear per-
spectives from our students 

and really move the needle 
forward.”

And what does moving the 
needle forward look like for 
Shah?

“For educators at Davies to 
step back a bit and really as-
sess some of the unconscious 
biases that we hold and how 
they could impact the learn-
ing that’s going on in the 
classroom and how we could 
change our approach, so that 
these students can succeed,” 
Shah responded. “These un-
conscious biases, they’re in-
grained and we don’t even 
know we have them. Hope-
fully having these tough con-
versations will hopefully shed 
some light on those.”

“This is a tough initiative 
and to have staff during the 
summer going on Zoom and 
having these discussions is 
comforting to know we’re 
going to the right place collec-
tively,” he added.

The series will allow those 
who participate the ability to 
formulate actionable strate-
gies to enhance skills related 
to cultural competence, privi-
lege, and social justice in the 
classroom. Shah and Cassari-
no hope to expand this series 
to include more book studies, 
guest speakers, alumni, and 
action projects to support 
change inside and outside of 

the classroom.
Cassarino, Davies Tech’s 

social studies department co-
ordinator, said she found the 
topic to be “incredibly time-
ly and incredibly important.” 
But while the goal of a teacher 
is to fix a problem – wheth-
er it’s a student struggling in 
class or at home – issues of 
race and bias are much more 
complex, she noted.

“There isn’t necessarily 
an answer, but we knew we 
needed to do something. On 
behalf of the teachers who are 
willing to jump into this very 
uncomfortable conversation 
on really difficult topics, the 
timing was right,” Cassarino 
said. “The timing has been 
right all along. We have di-
verse populations but because 
the timing was right, we knew 
it was going to be uncom-
fortable. To opt out of these 
conversations because you’re 
uncomfortable is the epitome 
of privilege.”

Cassarino said the partici-
pants became very “open and 
raw” about their experiences 
in life even before they started 
reading “Dear Martin,” saying 
they were providing “power-
ful responses” about times in 
their life when they felt hope-
less and how they overcame 
that.

“By the time we got to talk 

to everyone, they were ready to 
have these conversations … I 
don’t feel many of our teachers 
weren’t ready,” Cassarino said.

“This was for teachers to 
learn and ask questions,” she 
continued. “We are not teach-

ing the faculty. I cannot speak 
to many of these issues, but 
I’m here to listen, learn, and 
take action. By building a 
professional relationship it’s 
really timely and we have the 
attention of the full staff. Our 

book study sold out in one 
hour, there was definitely a 
demand there and the conver-
sations have been really rich.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Postmaster says election mail will go through 
By LISA MASCARO, 

ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE and 
CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — New Post-
master General Louis DeJoy said Fri-
day he has no plans to restore mail-
boxes and other agency cuts made 
since he took over in June, sparking 
fresh questions over how the Postal 
Service will ensure timely delivery 
of an expected surge of mail-in bal-
lots for the November election.

It was DeJoy’s first time publicly 
answering questions since summer 
mail delays brought a public outcry. 

Testifying before a Senate commit-
tee, he said it was his “sacred duty” 
that ballots arrive on time. 

DeJoy declared that the Postal 
Service “is fully capable and com-
mitted to delivering the nation’s 
election mail securely and on-time.” 
He distanced himself from Trump’s 
objections about widescale mail-in 
voting and said ensuring ballots ar-
rive was his “No. 1 priority between 
now and Election Day.”

The new postmaster general is 
facing a backlash over changes since 
his arrival. 

DeJoy promised this week to 
postpone any further changes until 

after the election, saying he wanted 
to avoid even the perception of in-
terference. 

But DeJoy stood by a new rule 
that limits late delivery trips, which 
several postal workers have said is a 
major cause of delivery delays. He 
vowed more changes are coming to 
postal operations after November.

Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, said 
the public’s concern is understand-
able.

“Do you have a more detailed 
plan?” asked Sen. Maggie Hassan 
of New Hampshire, asking for it by 
Sunday.

“I don’t think we’ll have a com-

plete plan by Sunday night,” DeJoy 
replied, acknowledging it was just 
being formed.

He is expected to testify before 
the House on Monday.

Republican Sen. Ron Johnson, 
chairman of the Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs Commit-
tee, defended the postmaster and 
dismissed the Democratic claims of 
election “sabotage.”

Johnson, of Wisconsin, said pub-
lic outcry over the mail smacked of 
“ginned up” effort to rally voters — 
a “political hit job.”

Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell is eyeing a $10 billion 

postal rescue as part of the next 
COVID-19 relief package. The 
White House has said it would be 
open to more postal funding as part 
of a broader bill.

The Postal Service has been 
struggling financially under a de-
cline in mail volume, COVID-re-
lated costs and a rare and critics say 
cumbersome congressional require-
ment to fund in advance its retiree 
health care benefits. 

For many, the Postal Service pro-
vides a lifeline, delivering not just 
cards and letters but also prescription 
drugs, financial statements and other 
items by mail during the pandemic.


	TIM-082220-A01
	TIM-082220-A03

