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Time OutTime Out
PLAN YOUR WEEK WITH

FANCY FOOTWORK
By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN — A two-sport 
star at William M. Davies, Jr. 
Career and Technical High 
School, Paola Hernandez is 
more comfortable wearing 
soccer cleats or basketball 
sneakers than high-heels. But 
when she’s not on the fields 
or courts at her high school, 
the Woonsocket resident is at 
home, practicing her gait in 
preparation for next month’s 
Miss Rhode Island Teen USA 
competition.

“It was hard for me be-
cause I’m an athlete, but pag-
eant walking, you have to be 
straight, you have to have 
your shoulders back, have to 
look elegant,” she said as she 
mimicked the walk. “But I got 
used to it. At home, I walk 
around in heels now just to 
make sure I have it.”

Hernandez, 17, has always 
had an interest in modeling, 
but found herself too busy 
with school and extra-curric-
ular activities to dive into the 
field. It wasn’t until earlier 
this summer when she saw an 
advertisement for the upcom-
ing pageant that she decided 
to “go for it.”

“I saw the pageant has 
prizes, including scholarships 
for winners, and I thought it 
was a great opportunity to 
get a scholarship...” Hernan-
dez said. “It never hurts to try 
something new.”

Hernandez applied, then 
had her in-person interview 
to explain what it was about 
the competition and being 
possibly crowned the next 
Miss Rhode Island Teen that 
sparked her interest.

“Going in, I was really 
nervous. I didn’t know what 
to expect,” she said. “At pag-
eants, you can think of girls 
that can be mean, but they 
were really nice and welcom-
ing … I got relaxed with how 
they were acting toward me, it 
was a conversation.”

Hernandez landed one of 
the 30 spots in the upcoming 
Miss Rhode Island Teen USA 
competition and is currently 
working her way through the 
orientation sessions and re-
hearsals. Most recently, she 
said, was dress shopping, and 
she believes she’s found the 
dress that may pair perfectly 
with a tiara.

At the first orientation, she 
and her fellow aspiring teens 
met winners from previous 
years to learn about “how it 
felt, the experiences. Walking 
in heels, at first I was nervous 
and tense, but you see every-
one is really friendly. Now 
I’ve got the hang of it.”

Attending the rehearsals, 
and interacting with 

See TEEN, page A2

Above photo by Jonathan Bissonnette; Below photo by Ernest A. Brown
Paola Hernandez, 17, is a Davies Tech student who is preparing to compete in the Rhode Island 
Miss Teen USA pageant. Hernandez is one of 30 contestants in this year’s event. It’s the first 
time the teen has competed in a pageant — she’s usually competing on her school’s soccer 
or basketball teams. Pictured below, at right, Hernandez throws a pass during a recent game. 
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By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Pawtuck-
et prides itself as the unoffi-
cial craft brewery capital of 
Rhode Island, according to 
senior planner Anthony He-
bert. With four breweries and 
two distilleries dotted across 
the city’s nine square miles, 
there’s bound to be something 
for even the most particular of 
craft beer aficionados.

Next week, as part of the 
joint Pawtucket/Central Falls 
Restaurant Week, the city will 
highlight its four craft brew-
eries and two craft distilleries, 
as visitors to the city will be 
invited to taste the city’s suds 
and spirits at the inaugural 
Pawtucket Craft Crawl.

The brainchild of White 
Dog Distilling co-owner Ale-
cia Catucci and The Guild re-
tail sales supervisor Lindsey 
O’Hara, the Pawtucket Craft 
Crawl was created as a means 

to promote the six businesses 
while incorporating the annual 
Restaurant Week. Even though 
the breweries and distilleries 
are fighting for the same cus-
tomer base, the Craft Crawl 
is viewed as a friendly way to 
share in the success of the bur-
geoning beverage scene.

“What makes Pawtucket 
so unique is the breweries in 
the city,” Hebert said. “We 
have four breweries and two 
distilleries, we think those are 
great for tourism in the city. 
We wanted to find a way to 
capitalize on it.”

Participating in the 2019 
Craft Crawl are Smug Brew-
ing Co. on Carver Street, 
The Guild on Main Street, 
Foolproof Brewing Company 
on Grotto Avenue, Crooked 
Current Brewery on Mineral 
Spring Avenue, Rhode Island 
Spirits on Blackstone Avenue, 
and White Dog Distilling on 
Mineral Spring Avenue.

See CRAWL, page A3

File photo by Ernest A. Brown
Retail sales supervisor Lindsey O’Hara pours brews at the tap-
room in the Isle Brewers Guild Brewhouse. O’Hara is one of the 
organizers of the 2019 Pawtucket Craft Crawl, slated to take 
place next week.

Craft crawl event 
to showcase city’s 
spirit-, beer-makers

New chairman to be 
appointed to Wyatt 
Detention board

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

CENTRAL FALLS – 
Mayor James A. Diossa is set 
to appoint the current chair-
man of the North Smithfield 
School Committee as the new 
chairman of the Central Falls 
Detention Facility Corpora-
tion, the board that oversees 
the Donald W. Wyatt Deten-
tion Facility.

Diossa will appoint James 
J. Lombardi III, a North 

Smithfield resident and chair 
of the North Smithfield 
School Committee, to head 
the board for a five-year term 
that would expire in March 
2024. His appointment re-
quires approval from the Cen-
tral Falls City Council, which 
is scheduled to consider the 
matter on Monday evening.

In addition to serving on 
the School Committee in 
North Smithfield, Lombardi 
has additionally served as 

See WYATT, page A3

By ROB GILLIES
Associated Press

TORONTO — Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau’s campaign moved to con-
tain a growing furor Thursday after 
a yearbook photo surfaced of him in 
blackface at a 2001 “Arabian Nights” 
costume party and two other similar in-
cidents came to light.

With his bid for re-election just a 

month away, the 47-year-old Liber-
al Party leader said he “should have 
known better,” adding: “It was a dumb 
thing to do.”

Time magazine published the pho-
to on Wednesday, saying it was taken 
from the yearbook from the West Point 
Grey Academy, a private school in Brit-
ish Columbia where Trudeau worked as 
a teacher before going into politics. It 
shows the then-29-year-old Trudeau in 

a turban and robe with dark makeup on 
his hands, face and neck.

Conservative leader Andrew Scheer, 
who is mounting a serious challenge to 
the prime minister in the Oct. 21 vote, 
reacted by declaring Trudeau is “not fit 
to govern this country.”

The morning after the story broke, 
Trudeau gave no sign at all that he 

See EXPOSED, page A2

Canada PM Trudeau’s racist blackface photos exposed

Davies student-athlete trades basketball shoes for pageant heels 
as she prepares for role in Miss Rhode Island Teen USA contest
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NORFOLK, VA – An East Provi-
dence native and East Providence High 
School graduate was promoted to the 
rank of Navy chief petty officer. 

Navy Chief Jared Cole is a hull tech-
nician assigned to the Mid-Atlantic Re-

gional Maintenance Center (MARMC) 
in Norfolk, Virginia. He is responsible 
for planning, supervising, and perform-
ing tasks necessary for fabrication, in-
stallation, maintenance and repair of 
shipboard structures, plumbing, sewage, 

and piping systems.
Chief Cole joins 16 other MARMC 

Sailors who earned their chief anchors, 
a milestone in a Sailor’s career and a 
prestigious tradition that goes back 126 
years.

Several individuals appointed to 
CCRI Alumni Association Board

WARWICK – The Community Col-
lege of Rhode Island today announced 
several new appointments to its Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, includ-
ing:

Kathleen Charbonneau, Vice Presi-
dent of Community Relations at Bank-
Newport, is a 1983 CCRI graduate and 
resident of East Providence.

Lisa Miranda, Director of Operations 
and Marketing at PJM Home Inspec-
tions, is a 2002 CCRI graduate and resi-
dent of Bristol.

Jennie Johnson, Executive Director 
of City Year Providence, is a 1997 CCRI 
graduate and resident of Warwick.

Ezenwayi Amaechi, Ph.D., Assistant 
Professor at Johnson & Wales Universi-
ty, is a 2003 CCRI graduate and resident 
of Providence.

Pieter Van Sciver, Director of Pro-
gram Quality and Delivery for Employ-
ment Placement at Year Up, is a 2000 
CCRI graduate and resident of Provi-
dence.

Sandra Cano, Associate Vice Pres-
ident for Community Development at 
Navigant Credit Union and a Rhode 
Island State Senator, is a 2004 graduate 
and resident of Pawtucket.

Jeffrey Wright, Jr., Scholar Support 
Specialist at Blackstone Valley Prep 
Mayoral Academy, is a 2008 graduate 
and resident of Riverside.

Kinzel Thomas, Case Manager for 
Family Service of Rhode Island, is a 
2010 graduate and resident of Provi-
dence.

Jason Doyle, Assistant Vice Pres-
ident and Portfolio Manager for U.S. 
Trust, is a 2010 graduate and resident of 
Westerly.

David Chy, Associate at Isaacson 
Miller, is a 2013 CCRI graduate and 
resident of Boston, MA.

Malida Khim, program coordina-
tor for Diversity and Inclusion at IGT, 
is a 2017 CCRI graduate and resident 
of Central Falls.Davila Jackley and 
Andrew Lee, both second-year CCRI 

students, were also appointed to the 
Alumni Association Board as student 
representatives. Jackley is a resident 
of Providence, and Lee is a resident of 
Coventry.

The CCRI Alumni Association is 
dedicated to the development of alum-
ni programs designed to encourage and 
support new students, recent graduates, 
the alumni, faculty and staff of the Com-
munity College of Rhode Island. The 
Alumni Association provides economic 
support to current students along with 
lifetime networking opportunities and 
career guidance to all alumni. When ap-
propriate to do so, the Alumni Associa-
tion advocates on behalf of the College, 
its faculty and staff in all forums. The 
Alumni Association facilitates mutual 
growth to support and benefit the alum-
ni, the College, its students, and the 
community in a manner that enriches 
the lives of our members and the quality 
of the College

MacColl YMCA promotes new aquatic 
director, aquatic coordinator

LINCOLN — The MacColl YMCA 
recently bolstered its aquatic program 
with the promotion of two longtime 
employees who are dedicated to im-
proving water safety among youth. Al-
exandria McCormick will now serve 
as the Aquatic Director, and she will 
be supported by Daniel Cameron who 
was recently promoted to the role of 
aquatic coordinator.

“Together, Allie and Dan will pro-
mote swim safety, improve engage-
ment in the aquatic program, and help 
strengthen the YMCA’s overall mis-
sion. Their work in youth development 
and healthy living is an important re-
minder about the Y’s impact within 
the community,” said Charlie Clifford, 
Chief Executive Officer of the YMCA 
of Pawtucket.

In her new role, McCormick will be 
responsible for developing and over-
seeing aquatic programs at the MacCo-
ll YMCA, making sure the pools meet 
all health and safety standards, and 
providing leadership for staff training 
initiatives. Her other responsibilities 
include managing staff and volunteers, 
and ensuring that all aspects of the 
aquatic program are consistent with 
the Y’s safety standards.

“Swimming is an important life 
skill, and I am proud to be part of an 
organization that is actively work-
ing to address childhood drowning in 
Rhode Island,” McCormick said. “It is 
an honor and a privilege to work with 
professionals who recognize and un-
derstand the needs of the community.”

With a commitment to help build 
a stronger community, McCormick 
served in a variety of roles at Mac-

Coll over the course of 10 years. Her 
previous roles included being a swim 
instructor, lifeguard, swim lesson co-
ordinator, and an assistant aquatic di-
rector. McCormick, a resident of Cum-
berland, holds a certification to serve 
as a pool and spa operator (CPO), life-
guard, and swim lesson instructor.

Cameron, of Lincoln, Rhode Island, 
will work alongside McCormick on 
key day-to-day operations. Previous-
ly serving as a lifeguard, swim coach, 
and swim instructor at the MacColl 
YMCA, Cameron will use his skills 
to help Y members build their confi-
dence, stamina, and strength around 
water.

“More people are starting to recog-
nize that they are near bodies of water 
all the time. Knowing how to swim 
can help people avoid an accident and 
can help prepare individuals to save 
someone else’s life in an emergency,” 
Cameron said.

Both, McCormick and Cameron, 
spend their free time giving back to the 
community. When McCormick leaves 
work, she can be seen volunteer-
ing with the PTO of the Cumberland 
School District. Cameron supports the 
community by volunteering at the Cal-
vin Presbyterian Church, operating the 
soundboard and organizing other vol-
unteer schedules.

Wyatt
Continued from page A1
City Treasurer and Senior Advisor to the Providence City 
Council. He also currently serves as the vice chairman of the 
Board of Investment Commissioners and the chairman of 
the Medical Subcommittee for the Retirement Board.

“With his extensive background in law and accounting, 
combined with his experience in leading and serving on boards 
across the state of Rhode Island, I believe Mr. Lombardi would 
complement the board as chairman,” Diossa wrote in a letter 
urging approval of his appointment.

Prior to serving as City Treasurer and Senior Advisor to the 
City Council in Providence, Lombardi was the city’s Internal 
Auditor from 1999 to 2011. He’s also served as Town Solicitor 
for North Smithfield and practices law in the areas of federal 
taxation and bankruptcy, and provides experience in financial 
matters for both litigation and municipal affairs.

Prior to his municipal positions, Lombardi was a field agent 
for the Internal Revenue Service for 11 years. In 2003, he was 
appointed as the pro bono executive director of the Rhode Is-
land Tax Clinic, Inc., a non-profit organization that represented 
low-income taxpayers. Lombardi is additionally the founding 
treasurer and a present board member for the Rhode Island 
Oral Health Foundation, a non-profit organization that services 
low-income individuals in need of dental care.

Lombardi also served in the U.S. Army Reserves.
The Wyatt Detention Facility is operated by the Central 

Falls Detention Facility Corporation, a quasi-public corpora-
tion governed by the five members appointed by the mayor.

If his appointment is approved, Lombardi would become 
the fifth member of the five-member Central Falls Detention 
Facility Corporation, joining Wilder Arboleda, Gary Berdugo, 
Agostinho Silva, and Herman Yip.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Crawl
Continued from page A1

“It’s great to see collaboration between small businesses, 
especially breweries and distilleries,” Hebert later said. “You 
could argue it’s a competing market, but they’re working 
together. You’re encouraged to visit all six, try the unique 
beers and liquors at each establishment.”

The Craft Crawl follows a set of simple rules: each visi-
tor to a participating establishment will receive a “passport 
card,” and after a purchase is made at one of the breweries 
or distilleries, they will have their card stamped. Once your 
passport is stamped by all six local establishments, you’ll re-
ceive a prize – a 16 ounce glass with the logo of each brew-
ery and distillery.

“We think it’s something that’s really unique,” Hebert 
said. “We brought this idea to the (Restaurant Week) com-
mittee, thought it was a great idea, and wanted to run with 
it.”

“The idea is people who don’t normally come will come 
for the Craft Crawl, try the breweries, distilleries, and restau-
rants they’ve never tried before, then come year-round,” He-
bert continued. “I know Pawtucket has these things. It’s a 
way to introduce folks to Pawtucket and to the breweries and 
distilleries. We think it’s going to be a driver of tourism and 
driver of economic development.”

Craft brewing and craft distilling, Hebert noted, is one of 
Pawtucket’s top tourism drivers, saying that was precisely 
why officials wanted to promote the city-wide crawl.

“Pawtucket has new and special things to offer the re-
gion,” Hebert said.

Pawtucket/Central Falls Restaurant Week is held in the 
two cities from Sept. 22 through 28. Twenty-four restaurants 
in Pawtucket and 22 establishments in Central Falls are par-
ticipating in this year’s event, which will offer meal deals 
throughout the week.

“The city is pleased to bring Restaurant Week back for 
the third straight year,” said Pawtucket Mayor Donald R. 
Grebien. “I would like to thank the City Council for once 
again backing this significant initiative to promote our city 
and our restaurants.”

“Our city is proud of the diverse cuisines we have to offer, 
ranging from Guatemalan to Portuguese food,” said Central 
Falls Mayor James A. Diossa.

Pawtucket Foundation Executive Director Jan Brodie, 
meanwhile, said: “This year, Restaurant Week will be pair-
ing art and culture with cuisine. Pawtucket is a city of unique, 
diverse restaurants and of an emerging music scene.”

For more information on the joint Restaurant Week, visit: 
https://restaurantweekpcf.com/restaurant-week.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Teen
Continued from page A1
colleagues who share her interests in pomp and circum-
stance, has benefited her confidence, she says.

“I realized this is something I can do,” she said. “I see 
all the other girls, why can’t I be confident and proud of 
what I’m made of? One thing I have learned is to go for it, 
once you have an opportunity, take it. This whole process 
has taught me you can’t not take advantage of things.”

“I feel excited and nervous at the same time because you 
never know what can happen,” she continued. “I think the 
excitement is more than the nerves. I know the girls I’m go-
ing to be competing with are very nice and friendly, we’re 
all there to compete.”

The three-day pageant will be held at the Park Theatre 
in Cranston from Oct. 4 through 6. On those days, Hernan-
dez will interview with a panel of judges, perform a cho-
reographed dance, and try on active wear and ball gowns. 
Ultimately, the winner of the Rhode Island competition will 
advance to the national Miss Teen USA 2020 pageant to 
square off against delegates from the 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

In victory or defeat, Hernandez is proud that she’s putting 
her best foot forward – in a pair of high-heels – in a competi-
tion that’s entirely new to her. Doing so, she said, could have 
lost-lasting benefits.

“My mom has always taught me that I have to make 
sure I set my kids’ future. If I have a good future and get up 
there where I want to be, my kids will have a set future. Her 
coming from a family that was poor, she just wants the best 
for me,” she said. “Family and friends have been extremely 
supportive. Once I told them, everyone was extremely sup-
portive … They’re always supportive in something I want 
to do.”

Hernandez is currently seeking sponsors as she contin-
ues on her trek toward the tiara, as she has to pay for var-
ious expenses including hair and make-up. Anyone inter-
ested in sponsoring Hernandez can contact her via email at 
paolah819@hotmail.com.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter @J_Bissonnette

East Providence native promoted 
to Navy chief petty officer

From left to right: Daniel Cameron and Alexandria McCormick.
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