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We are growing
and we are looking for full time addition 

to our Accounting Office

The successful candidate 
will be required to have basic 

bookkeeping skills, and general 
proficiency with computers. The 

perfect fit will have excellent 
communication skills, as well as 
the ability to work independently. 

Transportation is a must.

Please contact Regional 
Controller, Kathy Needham 

kneedham@pawtuckettimes.com

Thundermist serves over 
50 veterans at annual 
Operation Stand Down
By STELLA LORENCE

slorence@woonsocketcall.com

JOHNSTON – Fifty-eight 
veterans received free den-
tal care through Thundermist 
Health Center at the 31st an-
nual Operation Stand Down 
event in Johnston two weeks 
ago.

Operation Stand Down 
helps homeless veterans 
secure social, medical, le-
gal and housing assistance. 
Thundermist partnered with 
Delta Dental to provide free 
dental services to 58 veterans, 
including 40 cleanings.

“Delta Dental is proud to 
support Thundermist Health 
Center and Operation Stand 
Down to ensure vulnerable 
populations like our state’s 
homeless veterans have ac-
cess to the critical dental care 
they need,” said Joseph Per-

roni, president and DEO of 
Delta Dental.

All veterans who were 
served were offered follow-up 
care at one of the three Thun-
dermist locations in either 
Woonsocket, West Warwick 
or Wakefield. Over the past 
15 years, Thundermist has 
provided free dental care to 
over 1,000 veterans, accord-
ing to Thundermist.

“We are grateful to be 
able to provide our veterans 
with free dental care,” said 
Jeanne LeChance, president 
and CEO of Thundermist, in 
a statement. “The work we do 
at Operation Stand Down is 
directly in line with our mis-
sion to improve the health of 
our patients and community 
by removing barriers to that 
care.”

See VETS, page A2

Submitted photo
Thundermist Health Center provided free dental services to 58 
veterans at this year’s Operation Stand Down.

Hurricane Ian landfall brings 150 mph winds in Florida
 Scott Dance, Jason 

Samenow, Andrew Jeong, 
Ellen Francis

The Washington Post

The National Hurricane 
Center reported that Category 
4 Hurricane Ian made land-
fall along Florida’s southwest 
coast near Cayo Costa at 3:05 
p.m., packing winds of 150 
mph.

This makes Ian tied as the 
fifth-strongest hurricane on re-
cord to strike the United States 
based on maximum sustained 
wind speeds, trailing only the 
1935 Labor Day hurricane in 
the Florida Keys, Camille in 
Mississippi in 1969, Andrew 
in southeast Florida in 1992 
and Michael in 2018. Ian is 
tied with Hurricane Charley 
as the fourth strongest on re-
cord to hit Florida.

Cayo Costa, which is about 

20 miles west of Fort Myers, 
is the same location where 
Charley came ashore in 2004.

Ian is the sixth Category 4 
or 5 hurricane to make land-
fall in the United States since 
2017, which is the most on 
record for any six-year period.

As the storm came ashore, 
it unleashed sustained winds 
of 94 mph at Redfish Pass, 

Fla. – which is just north of 
Sanibel Island – with gusts up 
to 126 mph. At Tarpon Point 
in Cape Coral, a gust of 118 
mph was recorded.

Forecasts that warned of 12 
to 18 feet of storm surge ap-
peared to come to pass around 
Fort Myers Beach, a barrier 

See IAN, page A3

Photo for The Washington Post by Octavio Jones
Water in Hillsborough Bay in Tampa receded drastically as Hurricane Ian headed for the Florida 
Gulf Coast on Wednesday. 
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By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
Associated Press

FOXBORO — If Mac Jones can’t play 
Sunday for the Patriots visit to Green Bay, 
veteran backup quarterback Brian Hoyer 
will start in his place.

But Bill Belichick is still leaving open 
the possibility that his second-year quar-
terback will be ready to go.

That’s about as much as the Patriots 
coach was wiling to share about the status 
of the left leg injury that’s left Jones in dan-
ger of missing the first start of his career.

“Definitely getting better,” Belichick 
said of Jones. “Made a lot of progress 
here in the last 48 hours. So keep plug-
ging away and taking it day by day and 
see how it goes.”

Jones was not present during the portion 
of practice open to reporters on Wednesday. 
Belichick also declined to confirm whether 
Jones’ injury was a high ankle sprain,

“What do I look like, a doctor? An 
orthopedic surgeon? Like, I don’t know. 
Talk to the medical experts,” he said.

What have those experts conveyed?
“Day by day,” Belichick said “They’ll 

evaluate him. What difference does it 
make to me? You think I’m going to read 
the MRI? That’s not my job.”

If the job of running the Patriots of-
fense does fall to Hoyer, though, Beli-
chick said his confidence in the 36-year-
old’s ability to lead the offense is high.

Hoyer has made starts for seven NFL 
teams during his 14-year career, but has 
lost his past 11 and amassed a record of 
just 16-23. The 2020 start he made for 
New England in its loss at Kansas City 
was his lone start with the Patriots. He 
stepped in that day for Cam Newton, who 
was out with COVID-19.

See HOYER, page B6

BOYS SOCCER

Broncos continue strong play

Photo by Jerry Silberman / risportsphoto.com
Sam Murphy, above, Allie Trimble (3) and the Burrillville girls soc-
cer team secured a 1-0 victory over Coventry Tuesday afternoon to 
improve to 2-1  in D-II. The Broncos host Middletown Wednesday.

Burrillville acquitting itself well in Division II after topping Coventry
By NICK CANTOR
kcsports@ricentral.com

COVENTRY — A late start combined with an 
early sunset made for challenging circumstances 
on Tuesday when the Oakers hosted Burrillville 
in a Division II girls soccer matchup.

Playing on a field without the benefit of over-
head lights, the two teams found themselves 
locked in a 0-0 tie midway through the second 
half when the sun began to dip below the horizon.

The Broncos, determined not to leave town 
without a goal to their name, would deliver in 
the 67th minute of play.

Junior Maddie Keegan had her shot attempt 
blocked by Oaker goalie Lexi White, but se-
nior forward Addie Young was there to convert 
on the rebound, making it 1-0 with a little over 
a dozen minutes remaining.

See BRONCOS, page B3

Clippers battle Prout

Clippers rescue point vs. CF

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
After playing a lackluster first 40 minutes where they fell behind 2-0, the Cumberland boys soccer team scored twice in the second half to earn a 
2-2 Division I tie with Central Falls Wednesday at Tucker Field. The Clippers travel to Central Saturday, while the Warriors host Lincoln next week.

Tale of two halves, as Clippers battle back from 2-0 deficit
By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

CUMBERLAND — The Cumberland boys 
soccer team’s best quality is it’s resolve because 
the Clippers found ways to rescue points when it 
seemed like it wasn’t going to be their day.

The Clippers’ worst quality is they don’t 
start playing until the opponent finds the back 
of the net once – or, as was the case Wednes-

day afternoon against Blackstone Valley rival 
Central Falls – sometimes twice.

After an opening 40 minutes that looked a 
lot like the opening 40 against teams like Mt. 
Hope, South Kingstown and Hendricken, the 
Clippers played some of their best soccer of 
the season in the second half to earn another 
point. Nathan Medeiros cut the deficit in half 
in the 42nd minute and Lucas Carvalho lev-
eled the game with a 79th-minute free kick in 

a 2-2 tie at Tucker Field. 
“In the first half a lot of the time we come 

out flat-footed and we don’t wake up,” Car-
valho said. “In the second half we definitely 
show passion because we always want to walk 
out with three points. We still have a few more 
games left in the season, so we know we can 
fix it. Letting up a goal really wakes us up. 

See COMEBACK, page B3

If Jones is 
out, Hoyer 
will start 
vs. Packers
Starting quarterback 
has high ankle sprain

The winless Cum-
berland girls tennis 
team was back in 
action Wednesday 
afternoon against 
Division I rival at 
Tucker Field. From 
left to right, No. 2 
singles player Phoe-
be Clark, No. 1 sin-
gles player Kelsey 
Lindsey and No. 3 
singles player Grace 
Losiewicz return 
shots. The Clippers 
are back in action  
Friday afternoon 
against Mt. Hope in 
Bristol. 

Photos by Ernest A. Brown

Novans 
earn home 
draw Weds.

WOONSOCKET — The 
Woonsocket field hockey 
team complete an impressive 
undefeated week with a 0-0 
draw against Cranston co-op 
Wednesday at Barry Field.

Woonsocket (1-2-1 Divi-
sion II-B) received impressive 
performances from defend-
ers Corrina Rollins, Dakota 
Owen and Ewilina Smusz.

The Novans, who also saw 
Brooke Duguay play well, re-
turn to Barry Field Tuesday to 
take on one-win Tiverton.

Clippers 
battle  
for tie

SPORTS, B1

Tale of two halves, 
as Clippers battle 
back from 2-0 deficit
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By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
Associated Press

FOXBORO — If Mac Jones can’t play 
Sunday for the Patriots visit to Green Bay, 
veteran backup quarterback Brian Hoyer 
will start in his place.

But Bill Belichick is still leaving open 
the possibility that his second-year quar-
terback will be ready to go.

That’s about as much as the Patriots 
coach was wiling to share about the status 
of the left leg injury that’s left Jones in dan-
ger of missing the first start of his career.

“Definitely getting better,” Belichick 
said of Jones. “Made a lot of progress 
here in the last 48 hours. So keep plug-
ging away and taking it day by day and 
see how it goes.”

Jones was not present during the portion 
of practice open to reporters on Wednesday. 
Belichick also declined to confirm whether 
Jones’ injury was a high ankle sprain,

“What do I look like, a doctor? An 
orthopedic surgeon? Like, I don’t know. 
Talk to the medical experts,” he said.

What have those experts conveyed?
“Day by day,” Belichick said “They’ll 

evaluate him. What difference does it 
make to me? You think I’m going to read 
the MRI? That’s not my job.”

If the job of running the Patriots of-
fense does fall to Hoyer, though, Beli-
chick said his confidence in the 36-year-
old’s ability to lead the offense is high.

Hoyer has made starts for seven NFL 
teams during his 14-year career, but has 
lost his past 11 and amassed a record of 
just 16-23. The 2020 start he made for 
New England in its loss at Kansas City 
was his lone start with the Patriots. He 
stepped in that day for Cam Newton, who 
was out with COVID-19.

See HOYER, page B6
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Broncos continue strong play
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Sam Murphy, above, Allie Trimble (3) and the Burrillville girls soc-
cer team secured a 1-0 victory over Coventry Tuesday afternoon to 
improve to 2-1  in D-II. The Broncos host Middletown Wednesday.

Burrillville acquitting itself well in Division II after topping Coventry
By NICK CANTOR
kcsports@ricentral.com

COVENTRY — A late start combined with an 
early sunset made for challenging circumstances 
on Tuesday when the Oakers hosted Burrillville 
in a Division II girls soccer matchup.

Playing on a field without the benefit of over-
head lights, the two teams found themselves 
locked in a 0-0 tie midway through the second 
half when the sun began to dip below the horizon.

The Broncos, determined not to leave town 
without a goal to their name, would deliver in 
the 67th minute of play.

Junior Maddie Keegan had her shot attempt 
blocked by Oaker goalie Lexi White, but se-
nior forward Addie Young was there to convert 
on the rebound, making it 1-0 with a little over 
a dozen minutes remaining.

See BRONCOS, page B3
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Clippers rescue point vs. CF
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After playing a lackluster first 40 minutes where they fell behind 2-0, the Cumberland boys soccer team scored twice in the second half to earn a 
2-2 Division I tie with Central Falls Wednesday at Tucker Field. The Clippers travel to Central Saturday, while the Warriors host Lincoln next week.

Tale of two halves, as Clippers battle back from 2-0 deficit
By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

CUMBERLAND — The Cumberland boys 
soccer team’s best quality is it’s resolve because 
the Clippers found ways to rescue points when it 
seemed like it wasn’t going to be their day.

The Clippers’ worst quality is they don’t 
start playing until the opponent finds the back 
of the net once – or, as was the case Wednes-

day afternoon against Blackstone Valley rival 
Central Falls – sometimes twice.

After an opening 40 minutes that looked a 
lot like the opening 40 against teams like Mt. 
Hope, South Kingstown and Hendricken, the 
Clippers played some of their best soccer of 
the season in the second half to earn another 
point. Nathan Medeiros cut the deficit in half 
in the 42nd minute and Lucas Carvalho lev-
eled the game with a 79th-minute free kick in 

a 2-2 tie at Tucker Field. 
“In the first half a lot of the time we come 

out flat-footed and we don’t wake up,” Car-
valho said. “In the second half we definitely 
show passion because we always want to walk 
out with three points. We still have a few more 
games left in the season, so we know we can 
fix it. Letting up a goal really wakes us up. 

See COMEBACK, page B3
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WOONSOCKET — The 
Woonsocket field hockey 
team complete an impressive 
undefeated week with a 0-0 
draw against Cranston co-op 
Wednesday at Barry Field.

Woonsocket (1-2-1 Divi-
sion II-B) received impressive 
performances from defend-
ers Corrina Rollins, Dakota 
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take on one-win Tiverton.
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strong play
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Burrillville  
acquitting itself  

well in Division II

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – As incoming freshmen 
to the William M. Davies, Jr. Career 
& Technical High School a year ago, 
Suzette Dela Cruz, Savanna DaSilva 
and Juliana Palin already knew that the 
institution’s powers-that-be would be 
offering a brand new education/teach-
ing program, one that would include an 
on-campus early learning center with 
the Pawtucket Family YMCA being a 
primary partner.

All had an interest in becoming 
teachers, so they jumped at the chance 
to enroll in the new curriculum.

During that first year, however, they 
had to learn in makeshift conditions 
in the main building, which they con-
fessed didn’t make things easy. But 
they continued to dream of the day 
Davies would open the state-of-the-art 
center.

That came Thursday afternoon, 
Sept. 15, with much fanfare, including 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the site, 
perhaps 30 yards away from the Patri-
ots’ soccer pitch.

Among the officials and distin-
guished guests on hand: Davies’ Direc-
tor Mary Watkins; Pawtucket Family 
YMCA Board of Directors’ President 
Eileen Ryan-Saeger; R.I. Department 

of Education Commissioner Anjelica 
Infante-Green; Davies’ Board of Trust-
ees’ Chairperson Paul Ouellette; 

See DAVIES, page A2

Davies opens new early 
learning center on campus

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
A ribbon cutting ceremony for the William M. Davies Career and Technical High School Early Learning Center was held recently 
outside the new facility located at 50 Jenckes Hill Road in Lincoln. Davies 10th grader Juliana Palin, center, joins RI Commis-
sioner of Education Angelica Infante-Green, left, and Davies Director Mary Watkins, right, and invited guests for the ribbon 
cutting ceremony and tour.

Lincoln Town Administrator Phil Gould, right, tours the new Davies Early Learning 
Center with RI Commissioner of Education Angelica Infante-Green.

Two Hartford men charged 
with felony gun possession

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Two 
Hartford men were arrested 
on felony gun charges at a 
bar/nightclub downtown ear-
ly Saturday morning.

Police charged Felix Perez, 
36, of 34 Acton St. (Apt. D), 
and Anthony Borges Vargas, 
29, of 17 Montrose St., with 

two counts each of carrying 
a pistol or revolver without a 
license or permit, while Perez 
faced an additional misde-
meanor count of resisting le-
gal or illegal arrest.

Officers transported them 
both to Sixth District Court 
for arraignment later Satur-
day afternoon, and a judge set 

See CHARGED, page A3
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LOTTERY NUMBERS
Wednesday’s RI Daily

Mid-day:   9-9-5-1  
Evening:   4-4-3-4

Wednesday’s Mass. Daily
Mid-day: 8-1-9-3 

Evening: n/a

Tuesday’s Mega Millions
9-21-28-30-52 MB 10

Tuesday’s Mass Cash
4-11-17-18-35

Vets
Continued from page A1

A spokesperson for Thundermist said 
the 58 veterans served was roughly on 
par with previous years. Though Oper-
ation Stand Down continued to hold its 
outdoor event throughout the pandem-

ic, it had a pared down version in 2020. 
This year, over 60 organizations offered 
services ranging from legal consulta-
tions, hair cuts, service dog information 
and banking assistance.

“Since its inception in 1993, the an-
nual event has provided thousands of 
veterans with access to important ser-
vices,” said Erik Wallin, executive di-

rector of Operation Stand Down RI, in 
a statement.

Operation Stand Down’s next event 
will be a “Zero K” race hosted by Mc-
Bride’s Pub in Providence. All registra-
tion proceeds from the October 1 event 
will go to Operation Stand Down.

Davies
Continued from page A1
Department of Human Ser-
vices’ Child Care Administra-
tor for Licensing and Regula-
tions; and State Sen. Thomas 
Paolino, who is also a member 
of the Senate Committee on 
Education.

“This place is gorgeous, 
and I know the young kids are 
going to love it,” said Dela 
Cruz, a Pawtucket resident. “I 
always wanted to be a teacher, 

and this is going to help me. 
I’ve always had wonderful 
teachers, and they taught me 
to want to give back. They in-
spired me.”

Added Palin: “I thought it 
would be something new and 
fun; I’ve always loved work-
ing with little kids, like when 
I’m babysitting and that kind 
of thing. I’ve always been 
intrigued at how little ones 
develop and learn, and that’s 
what I want to do with my life.

“My memere is a high 
school special ed teacher in 

Cumberland, I remember her 
telling me funny stories about 
her teaching and the funny 
things young students can say 
or do. I’m looking forward to 
this.”

Inside this renovated build-
ing, these high school stu-
dents, with help from YMCA 
professionals, will work with 
17 three-to-five-year-olds. 
Through observation and 
hands-on interactions, these 
Davies’ students will gain ex-
perience, have the opportunity 
to become certified parapro-
fessionals and be prepared to 
take on higher learning upon 
graduation in hopes of them 
continuing to become educa-
tion professionals.

“It seems like it was so long 
ago when Davies began this 
partnership beginning in the 
school year of 2019-2020, and 
we all know what happened 
after that,” said emcee and 
Davies’ Supervisor of Career 
& Technical Education Susan 
Votto. “As the world came to 
a complete stop, Davies con-
tinued to push ahead and take 
every necessary step to bring 
this very important program 
to full operational status.

“This is a partnership that 
includes parties too numerous 
to mention, and – to all of you 
– Davies extends our sincere 
thanks and appreciation.”

Watkins explained this new 
education/childcare program 
adds to the school’s collection 
career and technical education 
programs, and that it is meant 
to cultivate a new generation 
of highly-skilled educators by 
guiding the students on a path 
that can result in upon gradua-
tion either immediate employ-
ment in a childcare setting or 
enrollment in college.

“Under the supervision of 
Davies’ educator Schelene 

Plante, students will learn to 
work with young children on-
site, and also have the oppor-
tunity to complete work-based 
learning hours elsewhere at 
both the elementary and sec-
ondary levels,” Watkins said. 
“Our program and curriculum 
focuses on developing student 
understanding of the whole 
child, specifically how physi-
cal, social, emotional and cog-
nitive development works to-
gether throughout childhood 
and into adolescence.

“This is critical knowledge 
for educators in all roles and 
at all levels to secure,” she 
continued. “This knowledge 
will assist our students in de-
cision-making as they exam-
ine the many pathways avail-
able to them in their education 
careers.

“Program completers will 
graduate not only with their 
diplomas but also with state 
certifications as a paraprofes-
sional and with the secondary 
certifications of OSHA-10 
and the Child & Baby First 
Aid/CPR/AED certificates. 
Students who seek to be ed-
ucator are idealistic, caring, 
supportive and patient.”

Ryan-Saegar admitted she 
had pondered what to say 
on her drive to Davies, then 
thought of her own mom.

“My perspective into this 
most important program 
comes from being a moth-
er and raising two kids,” she 
said. “I remember being told 
early on by my own mom that 
you can’t get these years back. 
I remember her telling me 
when my kids were young, 
this age three-to-five, how im-
portant the beginnings are.

“She said where you be-
gin in life determines the road 
you travel, have to travel and 
where you end. We owe it to 

our community, all of us here, 
to provide good child devel-
opment for our children and 
opportunities for our students 
to go into that same field. It’s 
a key initiative of the Y.”

Infante-Green told the au-
dience she was excited to be at 
the new ELC “because Davies 
is always pushing the enve-
lope, making things happen; 
what we’re really doing is pre-
paring our young ones for the 
future, but at the same time 
helping our older students cre-
ate a path for themselves to go 
into the education field,” she 
said.

“Once you’re a teacher, 
you’re always a teacher; I can 
tell you that we do this be-
cause we love the work,” she 
continued. “We love to see our 
students grow, evolve, and we 
know that with our youngest 
learners, nearly 90 percent 
of the brain learning has tak-
en place by kindergarten, so 
you’re helping to shape what 
those little minds will be like.

“That’s a big impact that 
very few professions can take 
credit for.”

The commissioner also 
mentioned the serious short-
age of educators nationally, so 
thanked Davies and YMCA 
officials for helping to bridge 
that gap.

“At RIDE, we’re recom-
mitting ourselves to bringing 
world-class talent into R.I. 
classrooms and doing whatev-
er it takes to make it happen,” 
she said. “It’s no secret that 
we need to boost the teacher 
pipeline, and it begins here. 
You’ve probably heard that al-
most every district in our state 
is experiencing this shortage 
right now, so you are prepar-
ing us for the future so we 
don’t have to rely on bringing 
people in from outside.

“Not there’s anything 
wrong with that, but we want 
to be able to draw from our 
own, from within, our popu-
lation. We want to begin with 
the students who are on the 
cusp of college graduation; 
we want our high schoolers to 
see themselves as profession-
als in the classroom. If you see 
it, you can be it.

“This means that students 
can leave here and get em-
ployment immediately as a 
paraprofessional; this is ex-
cellent, and not something 
that’s available everywhere. 
You will gain the skills and 
the confidence early, which 
will help ensure smooth tran-
sition. As a former teacher, 
I can tell you that the joys 
you will receive by watching 
those young minds grow is 
unmatched.”

Plante indicated the first 
class graduating with this new 
“major” will come in June 
2025.

“What an amazing build-
ing! What an amazing part-
nership! It’s an incredible 
opportunity for our students 
to work with youngsters and 
walk away with their parapro-
fessional certifications,” she 
said. “This allows them to go 
right into the classroom after 
graduation, as they can be-
come a teacher’s assistant.

“I graduate from here in 
1985, and I love this place,” 
she added. “It’s good to be 
home, and also teaching this 
curriculum, which is called 
‘Education Rising.’”

As for DaSilva, she’s im-
pressed at what she’s learned 
already.

“I’ve been amazed at how 
much these little ones know, 
and the things they’ve been 
teaching me,” she said.

Biden on ending hunger in US: ‘I know we can do this’

Alzheimer’s drug shows promise in early results of study

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Joe Biden said 
Wednesday his administra-
tion’s goal of ending hunger 
in the U.S. by the end of the 
decade was ambitious but 
doable, if only the nation 
would work together toward 
achieving it.

“I know we can do this,” 
Biden told an auditorium full 
of public health officials, pri-
vate companies and Ameri-
cans who have experienced 
hunger. They were gathered 
for the first White House 
conference on hunger, nutri-
tion and health since 1969.

The president at times 
appeared confused during 
the event. At one point he 
scanned the audience and 
called out for Indiana Con-
gresswoman Jackie Walor-

ski.
“Representative Jackie, 

are you here? Where’s Jack-
ie? I think – she was gonna 
be here.”

Walorski was not in at-
tendance because she died in 
August. 

“Jill and I are shocked 
and saddened by the death 
of Congresswoman Jackie 
Walorski of Indiana along 
with two members of her 
staff in a car accident today 
in Indiana,” Biden said in a 
statement at the time.

After his remarks, Biden 
was led off the stage by First 
Lady Jill Biden. 

“You go down this way,” 
she told the president.

Sen. Cory Booker, D.-
N.J., one of the congres-
sional sponsors of the con-

ference, said the key is to 
address food insecurity while 
also steering away from the 
“massively processed foods” 
that are often a dietary staple 
of low-income Americans.

“Eighty percent of our 
health care problems are pre-
ventable,” he said.

Referring to the Food and 
Drug Administration, Book-
er said, “We need to put the 
F back in FDA.”

Rep. James McGovern, 
D-Mass., a driving organi-
zational force behind the 
summit, sounded a similar 
note. He said the goal was 
nothing short of “transform-
ing America ... into a country 
where hunger is illegal.”

But McGovern also 
warned against complacency 
and self-congratulation, say-

ing that merely organizing 
a successful summit wasn’t 
much of an accomplishment.

“We need to leave here 
with an assignment for to-
morrow, for next week, for 
the week after,” he said.

Before the kickoff, the ad-
ministration released a list of 
more than $8 billion in com-
mitments to the cause from 
private companies, charita-
ble foundations and indus-
try groups. They range from 
outright donations to in-kind 
contributions of services and 
include:

— A $20 million commit-
ment from the Novo Nordisk 
pharmaceutical company to 
improve access to healthy 
foods and safe spaces for 
physical activity in margin-
alized communities.

— A $3.85 million com-
mitment from the Publix 
grocery store chain to supply 
food to local food banks and 
establish free mobile food 
pantries.

— $22 million from the 
Danone food company to 
fund a program to help “at 
least 300 million Americans 
to build healthier dietary 
habits.”

— A commitment from 
the Meijer grocery store 
chain to offer up to a 10% 
discount to incentivize users 
of the SNAP program to buy 
fruits and vegetables.

While Biden is touting the 
successful buy-in campaign 
from the private sector, some 
of the strongest potential ob-
stacles to his proposals lie 
in the increasingly partisan 

Congress.
Proposed policy chang-

es include an expansion of 
SNAP eligibility, expand-
ing access to free meals in 
schools and extending sum-
mer meal benefits to more 
schoolchildren. All those 
changes would require con-
gressional approval.

In a likely harbinger of 
congressional battles to 
come, the summit featured a 
steady stream of Democratic 
calls to revive and make per-
manent the expanded child 
tax credit. Part of Biden’s 
American Rescue Plan, the 
CTC expansion provided 
monthly cash payments to 
millions of parents to use as 
they saw fit. But it expired 
after six months.

By TOM MURPHY
AP Health Writer

Shares of Biogen and oth-
er drugmakers researching 
Alzheimer’s disease soared 
Wednesday after Japan’s Ei-
sai Co. said its potential treat-
ment appeared to slow the 
fatal disease in a late-stage 
study.

The drugmaker said early 
results showed that its treat-
ment, lecanemab, reduced pa-
tient clinical decline by 27% 
when compared to a placebo 

or fake drug after 18 months 
of the infused treatment.

Eisai announced results 
late Tuesday from a global 
study of nearly 1,800 people 
with early-stage Alzheimer’s.

Patients were monitored 
using a scale that measures 
mental decline and their abil-
ity to do daily activities like 
getting dressed or feeding 
oneself.

Eisai Co. Ltd. said it 
would discuss full results 
from the research at a confer-
ence in late November. It also 

plans to publish findings in a 
peer-reviewed medical jour-
nal.

The company is already 
seeking an accelerated ap-
proval from the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration, and 
the agency is expected to de-
cide by early next year. Eisai 
and Biogen will co-promote 
the drug.

Researchers typically urge 
caution in evaluating a study 
until the full results are re-
leased. But the initial findings 
appear to be “quite robust” 

and will likely support regu-
latory approval, Mizuho Se-
curities analyst Graig Suvan-
navejh said in a research note.

A statement from the Alz-
heimer’s Association called 
the findings the most encour-
aging to date for potential 
treatments of the underlying 
disease causes.

Some 6 million people 
in the U.S. and many more 
worldwide have Alzheimer’s, 
which gradually attacks areas 
of the brain needed for mem-
ory, reasoning, communica-

tion and basic daily tasks.
Alzheimer’s has no known 

cure. Long-standing treat-
ments on the market just 
manage symptoms, and re-
searchers don’t fully under-
stand what causes the disease.

Last year, Biogen’s 
Aduhelm became the first 
new Alzheimer’s drug intro-
duced in nearly two decades. 
But it has largely flopped af-
ter debuting with a price tag 
of $56,000 annually, which 
Biogen later slashed.

Doctors have been hesitant 

to prescribe it, given weak 
evidence that the drug slows 
the progression of Alzhei-
mer’s. Insurers have blocked 
or restricted coverage due to 
concerns over the drug’s high 
price tag and uncertain bene-
fit.

Earlier this year, the fed-
eral Medicare program im-
posed strict limits on who can 
get the drug, wiping out most 
of its potential U.S. market. 
Biogen announced afterward 
that it would stop most of its 
spending on the treatment.

Record methane leak flows from damaged Baltic Sea pipelines
COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) 

— Methane leaking from the damaged 
Nord Stream pipelines is likely to be 
the biggest burst of the potent green-
house gas on record, by far.

The Nord Stream pipeline leaks 
that were pumping huge volumes of 
methane into the Baltic Sea and at-
mosphere could discharge as much 
as five times as much of the potent 
greenhouse as was released by the Al-
iso Canyon disaster, the largest known 

terrestrial release of methane in U.S. 
history. It is also the equivalent of one 
third of Denmark’s total annual green-
house gas emissions, a Danish official 
warned Wednesday.

“Whoever ordered this should be 
prosecuted for war crimes and go to 
jail,” said Rob Jackson, a Stanford 
University climate scientist. Two 
scientists looked at the official worst 
case scenario estimates provided by 
the Danish government — 778 mil-

lion cubic meters of gas — for The 
Associated Press. Jackson and David 
Hastings, a retired chemical ocean-
ographer in Gainesville, Florida each 
calculated that would be an equivalent 
of roughly half a million metric tons 
of methane. The Aliso Canyon disas-
ter released 90-100,000 metric tons.

Andrew Baxter, a chemical en-
gineer who formerly worked in the 
offshore oil and gas industry, and is 
now at the environmental group EDF 

thought the Danish estimate was like-
ly too high. He had a more conser-
vative estimate. But it was still more 
than double the Aliso Canyon disaster.

“That’s one thing that is consistent 
with these estimates,” he said, “It’s 
catastrophic for the climate.”

Kristoffer Böttzauw, head of the 
Danish Energy Agency, said emis-
sions from the three leaks on the un-
derwater Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipe-
lines correspond to approximately 

32% of annual Danish carbon dioxide 
emissions. Danish emissions in 2020 
were approximately 45 million tonnes 
of CO2.

Sabotage was suspected to have 
caused the leaks, and seismologists 
said Tuesday that explosions rattled 
the Baltic Sea before they were dis-
covered. Methane seen bubbling at 
the ocean surface was an indication of 
“a strong upward flow,” according to 
Paul Balcombe, a member of the en-
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