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OPEN HOUSE
FOR FUTURE STUDENTS

8th and 9th graders for admission to
Davies Career & Technical High School

NOV 5 6 pm - 8 pm

VISIT US FOR A TOUR, MEET
FACULTY, LEARN MORE, AND SIGN

UP FOR OUR ENTRANCE EXAM
50 Jenckes Hill Road, Lincoln, RI 02865
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By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PROVIDENCE — Attorney General Pe-
ter Neronha on Wednesday announced that 
the Providence County Grand Jury report-
ed that no criminal charges were warranted 
in connection with the incident outside of 
the Donald W. Wyatt Detention Facility on 
Aug. 14 in which protesters were struck by 
a pick-up truck driven by a prison captain 
and prison guards deployed pepper spray on 
the picketers.

Neronha described the investigation by 
prosecutors from the Attorney General’s Of-
fice, the Rhode Island State Police, and Cen-
tral Falls Police Department as “extremely 
thorough,” saying more than 70 witnesses 

were interviewed, approximately 75 pieces 
of video footage were obtained and ana-
lyzed, and medical records were sought in 
connection with anyone who alleged injury 
as a result of the incident.

“A peaceful protest, a right enshrined in 
our Constitution, devolved into an extreme-
ly unfortunate incident because of several 
unfortunate decisions,” Neronha said during 
a press conference at the Attorney General’s 
Office in downtown Providence. “I want to 
be clear, none of those unfortunate decisions 
were made by protesters. Had the decisions 
been made differently, I believe that this 
matter could have been avoided.”

“There is much to learn from this inci-
dent and it is my hope that we will do so,” 
the AG added.

Because this was a grand jury investi-
gation, under Rhode Island law, there was 
“relatively little that I can say with respect 
to what occurred before the grand jury,” 
Neronha said. However, he said the Grand 
Jury was not asked to consider charges 
against the protesters, saying that while 
some could have been arrested for peace-
fully blocking access to the Wyatt Detention 
Facility – and some expected to be arrested 
that night – law enforcement chose not to 
arrest them for that conduct.

“I did not and I do not believe that the 
conduct of those protesters in terms of 
whether charges should be brought was an 
appropriate matter for the Grand Jury to 

See WYATT, page A2

No charges for guards at Wyatt protest clash
Reaction: Grand Jury decision draws its own protests

Ernest A. Brown photo

Rhode Island State Police Superintendent James Manni responds to reporters question during a press conference at the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office in Providence Wednesday, where it was announced that no criminal charges were warranted in connection with an incident 

at the Donald W. Wyatt Detention Facility in which some protesters were pepper-sprayed and others hit by a guard’s truck.

WALKING THE TALK

Ernest A. Brown photo
Accomplished Davies Tech alumnus Derrick Levasseur, heralded Central Falls Police Officer, investigator on Discov-
ery ID’s ‘Breaking Homicide’ and a winner on ‘Big Brother’ on CBS, addresses students at the school Tuesday. 

Davies grad 
stresses the 
importance 
of school 
during visit
By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN — Derrick Levasseur 
has held many titles. Central Falls Po-
lice Sergeant. Reality show contest 
winner. Television personality and host.

But the title that started him on his 
path toward those diverse designations 
was high school graduate from William 
M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical 
High School.

“Coming here and experiencing dif-
ferent types of people I may not have 
experienced otherwise … You’re build-
ing a foundation right now and every-
thing you’re learning at this school, a 
lot of it you may not use after, but the 
interpersonal skills you will use every 
day for the remainder of your life,” Le-
vasseur said.

On Tuesday afternoon, Levasseur 
returned to his alma mater where he 
spent his formative years, to have a 
conversation with current Davies Tech 
students centered on his life during and 
after high school, how his education 
helped him in his career as a Central 
Falls Police Officer, and the route his 
life has taken since winning the CBS 
reality series “Big Brother 16.”

While he received his diploma 
from Davies Tech in 2002, Levasseur 
concedes that he “wasn’t terrible but 
I wasn’t the best” when it came to his 
work in the classroom. “I probably 

See TALK, page A2

CF group 
steps away 
from local 
project 

By RUSS OLIVO
rolivo@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET — Nearly 
three years after the company 
won the bid for the redevelop-
ment of the shuttered Woon-
socket Middle School, the Tai-O 
Group has walked away from 
the project, city officials say.

The news comes after the 
Tai-O Group missed a key dead-
line, on Oct. 10, which had been 
set by the City Council for the 
company to tender approved 
architectural plans for its propos-
al to convert the 104-year-old 
building into apartments.

Members of the City Coun-
cil assumed the project was 
dead, but it was Mayor Lisa 
Baldelli-Hunt who confirmed it 
Wednesday when she told The 
Call a representative of Tai-O 
had called her a few days ago to 
say that it was indeed so.

“It’s disappointing,” the may-
or said. “It set us back over three 
years. I will be calling the coun-
cil president so we can share 
what our potential ideas are and 
I want to be certain the direction 
we choose to move in is one he 
supports also.”

Efforts to reach Tai-O Pres-
ident Louis Yip for comment 
were not successful. But during 
his last meeting with members 
of the council to discuss get-
ting the project back on track, 
in June, he complained that his 
plans had been undermined by 
poor communications with the 
Planning Department after re-
peated personnel changes at the 
top. The department has had 
three different directors since his 
plans for the middle school were 
first tendered.

Members of the council were 
unaware that Tai-O had officially 
bowed out, but most figured that 
was the case.

“At this point the silence is 
deafening,” said Council Vice 
President Jon Brien. “I haven’t 
heard anything so obviously it’s 
concerning and I’d like to know 
what’s up.”

See SCHOOL, page A2

Says ‘no thanks’ 
after winning 
bid to redevelop 
shuttered school

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
and MARY CLARE JALONICK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republicans briefly 
brought the Democrat-led impeachment in-
vestigation to a halt Wednesday when around 
two dozen GOP House members stormed into 
a closed-door deposition with a Defense De-
partment official. Democrats said the move 
compromised national security because some 
of the Republicans brought electronic devices 

into a secure room.
The GOP maneuver delayed a deposition 

with Laura Cooper, a senior Defense De-
partment official who oversees Ukraine pol-
icy, until midafternoon. The interview began 
roughly five hours behind schedule, after a 
security check by Capitol officials.

As a series of diplomats have been inter-
viewed in the probe, several of them detailing 
President Donald Trump’s efforts to persuade 

See CHAOS, page A2

Chaotic scene as Republicans 
disrupt impeachment deposition

Monopoly 
on fun
With several 
successful runs 
on Broadway, it’s 
becoming evident 
that Walt Disney 
Co. owns the live 
stage, too.  

ARTS, A6

Free from 
incident

SPORTS, B1

The Burrillville 
High School girls’ 

volleyball team 
made a statement 
on the court with a 

sweep of Central 
Falls Wednesday.
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Decision
Continued from page A2

the profession, but rather one 
he knows “exists out there.”

“I’ve been aware of it when 
I was as in federal service and 
I think one of the reasons why I 
place such an emphasis on get-
ting out into the community is 
to try to overcome that lack of 
trust. I think that’s a real prob-
lem for us in law enforcement. 
It’s not an easy issue to solve 
and I understand how today 
doesn’t help in that regard, but 
I’m committed” to trying to 
make that relationship better, he 
said.

In response to the Grand 
Jury’s decision, both Central 
Falls Mayor James A. Diossa 
and Central Falls Police Chief 
Col. Daniel Barzykowski is-
sued statements on Wednesday 
afternoon.

“I want to thank Attorney 
General Neronha and Colonel 
Manni for their assistance in this 
investigation, but I am obvious-
ly disappointed with the results 
of the grand jury process,” Di-
ossa said. “When I reached out 
to them after the incident and 
asked for their assistance, their 
response was immediate and 
positive, and I appreciate their 
collaboration with the Central 
Falls Police Department and 
their commitment to executing 
a thorough investigation. The 
investigators on this case spent 
countless hours conducting 
interviews and gathering evi-
dence and I am grateful for their 
dedication and diligence.”

“With the Wyatt being lo-
cated in our city and the City 
receiving no financial benefit, 
Central Falls is in a challeng-
ing position,” the mayor con-
tinued. “Ongoing mediation in 
Federal Court prevents me from 
providing much detail, but I 
will continue to work with city 
and state leaders to find ways to 
minimize the negative impacts 
of this facility on the life of our 
community.”

Barzykowski added: “We 
will continue to use our resourc-
es to protect those who exer-
cise their right to assemble and 

Wyatt
Continued from page A1
consider…” Neronha said. “I 
chose to bring this case to the 
Grand Jury because I believe 
that given the breadth of con-
duct here, the large number of 
people involved, and the po-
tential need to use compulso-
ry process to gain evidence in 
this case, the use of the Grand 
Jury would ensure the most 
thorough investigation in this 
matter.”

“The Grand Jury worked 
really hard to sort through all 
the testimony and evidence 
that was presented to them 
… I am sure that they had to 
deal with complicated legal 
and factual issues, including 
critically determining the in-
tent of those whose conduct 
was within the scope of their 
investigation, whether that in-
tent rose to the level of crimi-
nal misconduct,” the Attorney 
General added.

The reaction to the Grand 
Jury’s decision not to bring 
charges against Capt. Thomas 
Woodworth – who has since 
resigned from his post at the 
Wyatt after striking protest-
ers with his pickup truck – or 
the Wyatt prison guards who 
deployed pepper spray in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
incident, was swift and over-
whelmingly negative.

Tammy Brown, a Cranston 
resident who was at the pro-
test at the Wyatt on Aug. 14, 
said she was pepper sprayed 
multiple times that evening. 
She decried the Grand Jury’s 
decision as “absolutely out-
rageous,” as she felt she and 
her fellow protesters were at-
tacked as they were exercising 
their First Amendment right.

“The idea that you would 
run people over and pepper 
spray them is absolutely out-
rageous,” Brown said, adding 
that the Grand Jury’s decision 
sets a “terrible precedent,” 
arguing that it could now be 
deemed “fine” to run over 
peaceful protesters, giving 
people “carte blanche to at-
tack.”

“It’s unbelievable, he tried 
to run us over with his car,” 
Brown said. “It’s absolutely 
unbelievable … Just because 
you didn’t agree with us does 
not make it OK to assault us.”

However, Brown said the 
decision not to charge any 
of the Wyatt guards will not 
deter her from continuing to 
protest the Wyatt’s housing of 
detainees from the southern 
border.

“We will be back … We’ll 
be at the Statehouse, we’ll be 
at the Wyatt … We’re not go-
ing to end this, we’re going to 

keep fighting for this,” Brown 
added.

Never Again Action, the 
group that organized the Aug. 
14 protest, issued a statement 
following Neronha’s press 
conference, in which they 
said: “We are greatly disap-
pointed that Mr. Woodworth 
will not be held accountable 
for his irresponsible, dan-
gerous, and violent actions 
against peaceful protesters 
on August 14, nor will the 
officers who recklessly de-
ployed pepper spray into the 
crowd that night. Yet, we are 
not surprised. Witnesses who 
testified before the grand jury, 
including those who were hit 
by the truck, reported that 
prosecutors focused only on 
the supposed ‘danger’ of un-
armed protesters in an effort 
to justify Woodworth’s and 
his colleagues’ self-evident-
ly indefensible actions. This 
strategy, employed by Attor-

ney General Neronha’s pros-
ecutors, is used repeatedly by 
investigators across the coun-
try probing police violence 
against citizens.”

Rhode Island State Police 
Superintendent Col. James 
Manni during Wednesday’s 
press conference said State 
Police took 55 statements and 
put in more than 500 hours of 
work investigating the inci-
dent.

“We’re there to protect 
them and to protect everyone 
and keep the peace and we 
will do the best we can and 
we will move forward and we 
will continue that mission,” 
Manni said.

Neronha during the press 
conference said his office 
would not hesitate to “careful-
ly and thoroughly investigate 
anyone who tried to harm any-
one who is peacefully protest-
ing, whether that be a private 
citizen or whether that be a 
member of law enforcement.”

The Attorney General addi-
tionally said he recognized the 
disappointment from the pro-
testers who expected charges 
to be brought against the Wy-
att captain and guards, saying 
“it’s not lost on me the pain 
that they are in … The crimi-
nal justice system is not a per-
fect instrument. Sometimes it 
is a blunt instrument, it’s not a 
scalpel. There can be conduct 
which objectively is wrong, 
but yet doesn’t rise to the level 
of criminal misconduct.”

As for the feeling from 
protesters who said that they 
can no longer trust law en-
forcement in the aftermath 
of the Grand Jury’s decision, 
Neronha said that is not a “new 
feeling” for him or others in 

See DECISION, page A3

Ernest A. Brown photo
Central Falls Police Chief Daniel Barzykowski responds to a 
question while speaking at a press conference at the Attorney 
General’s office in Providence Wednesday.

Talk
Continued from page A1
wasn’t as prepared as I could have been.”

“If I go back to 2002, I would have 
taken this time more seriously,” he said. 
“I was not the best student, that was my 
own choice. I wasn’t a bad student but I 
could’ve been better, I could’ve lived up to 
my potential.”

“One of the biggest things I got from 
Davies is diversity, our social being, how 
we interact with one another. I’m not just 
talking about speaking and listening,” Le-
vasseur added. “Sitting and finding out 
what they like and dislike, what’s of val-
ue to them. The reason you do it is to find 
something in yourself that, even though 
you may have a lot of ideologies on cer-
tain things, if you listen close enough, you 
probably have a lot in common.”

“It’s all about choice…” he continued 
to tell the students. “The choices you guys 
are making right now will ultimately affect 
how you will end up. The position that 
you’re in here at Davies is critical to the 
success you want to have two years, five 
years, 15 years from now.”

A 2002 graduate from Davies Tech’s 
automotive careers program, Levasseur 
rose through the ranks of the Central Falls 
Police Department to the level of sergeant. 
Hired at age 20, Levasseur was one of the 
youngest officers in the department’s his-
tory and worked in both the Patrol and 
Detective divisions. He was later assigned 
to the Special Investigations Unit as an 
undercover detective, where he worked 
with the ATF, DEA, FBI, and U.S. Secret 
Service, resulting in numerous arrests and 
seizures. In addition to his experience in 
the field, he has advanced training in crime 
scene analysis, interview and interrogation 
techniques, and undercover operations.

One of the points Levasseur empha-
sized during his hour-long conversation 
and question-and-answer session with the 
current Davies students was the impor-
tance of communication.

“One of the key things I took from Da-
vies and use every day … it was all about 
communication. When I decided to come 
to Davies, I was from Central Falls, I was 
accustomed to a certain way of life. For 
me, when I came here, it was a culture 
shock for me because I was accustomed 
to the way I conducted myself in Central 
Falls and the people I surrounded myself 
with in Central Falls.”

Through his life experiences, both 
personal and professional, Levasseur has 
developed an approach to building stron-

ger relationships and achieving personal 
goals, an approach he used to his advan-
tage in 2014 on the hit CBS reality series 
“Big Brother 16,” during which he formed 
alliances and won “Head of the House-
hold” en route to winning a grand total of 
$575,000. His quick thinking and strategic 
approach to the game show has earned him 
the title of one of the greatest competitors 
in “Big Brother” history.

“I had no aspirations to be on television, 
that was not my incentive,” he admitted. 
“I’m not here for the fame, I’m not here for 
the glory, I’m here to change my family’s 
life … I felt I had a good opportunity to 
win. If you’re going to bet on someone, bet 
on yourselves.”

“I didn’t care about friendships, I didn’t 
care about looking good on television, my 
sole focus was on winning,” he later said. 
“I looked at the show as an undercover 
mission.”

His success on “Big Brother 16” led to 
a foray into other television series. In 2017, 
he co-hosted the six-part docuseries “Is O.J. 
Innocent? The Missing Evidence,” which 
delved into the notorious 1994 murders of 
Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman, 
the case against O.J. Simpson, and the pos-
sibility that another suspect may have been 
involved the crime.

He retired from law enforcement in 
2017 and currently stars in and produces 

the ongoing “Breaking Homicide” series 
on Investigation Discovery, which involves 
Levasseur working around the country 
with law enforcement and victims’ families 
on unsolved cold cases. He’s also the chief 
executive officer of Break Investigative 
Group – a private investigation and con-
sulting firm located in Rhode Island.

Technological advances in law enforce-
ment over the past decade have been mon-
umental and crucial to solving cold cases, 
he said.

“It’s changed astronomically, even more 
so in the last two years … Every day with 
the advancements in DNA technology, 
you’re hearing about these cases who may 
not be solved get solved,” he said, adding 
that the use of technology such as drones 
and robots in law enforcement have prov-
en to “make people a lot safer.”

Ultimately, Levasseur told the students 
to not fear failure as they approach their 
futures, regardless of the career paths they 
choose upon graduating, as he was an ex-
ample of someone who was able to rise to 
levels of success he never imagined would 
have been possible while he was learning 
at Davies roughly 20 years ago.

“Failure is where the lessons are. Don’t 
be afraid to fail because that’s where you 
learn the most about yourself,” he said.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter @J_
Bissonnette

Ernest A. Brown photo
Accomplished Davies Tech alumnus Derrick Levasseur, heralded Central Falls Police 
Officer, investigator on Discovery ID’s ‘Breaking Homicide’ and a winner on ‘Big Broth-
er’ on CBS, talks to students at his alma mater Tuesday. 

Chaos
Continued from page A1
Ukraine to investigate a polit-
ical rival, many Republicans 
have been silent on the presi-
dent’s behavior. But they have 
been outspoken about their 
disdain for Democrats and the 
impeachment process, saying 
it is unfair even though they 
have been in the room ques-
tioning witnesses and hearing 
the testimony.

“The members have just 

had it, and they want to be able 
to see and represent their con-
stituents and find out what’s 
going on,” said Ohio Rep. Jim 
Jordan, the top Republican on 
the House Oversight and Re-
form panel. That committee is 
one of three leading the inves-
tigation, and its members are 
allowed into the closed-door 
hearings.

Cooper was answering 
questions from lawmakers 
and staffers in response to a 
subpoena, an official working 
on the impeachment inqui-

ry said. She was explaining 
to lawmakers the process of 
distributing military aid and 
being asked whether the ap-
propriate steps were followed 
on Ukraine, according to a 
person familiar with the inter-
view.

Both the official working 
on the impeachment inquiry 
and the person familiar with 
the interview spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss 
the closed-door testimony.

Democrats deny that Re-
publicans are being treated 

unfairly, noting they have had 
equal time to question wit-
nesses and full access to the 
meetings.

But they said the lawmak-
ers – several of whom do not 
sit on one of the three commit-
tees – compromised security 
at the closed-door deposition. 
The interviews are being held 
in what is called a Sensitive 
Compartmented Information 
Facility, or SCIF, which is a 
secure room where members 
can hear classified informa-
tion.

School
Continued from page A1

The end of the middle school makeover comes after mul-
tiple efforts by the council to extend deadlines and offer con-
cessions to Tai-O on permitting fees and taxes. The last perk 
extended to the company, emerging from the June encounter, 
was an agreement to cap the company’s assessment on the 357 
Park Place property at $8 million. That was $500,000 more 
than Yip was asking.

Tai-O’s plans had undergone multiple revisions since they 
were first proposed as a 171-unit luxury apartment complex 
with an assortment of amenities, including a boat launch and an 
indoor theater, all of which supposedly represented an invest-
ment of $25 million. In the most current version, the plan called 
for 100 units of housing worth about $13 million.

The demise of the plan ends an often politically strained dra-
ma that began with a no-bid deal the Baldelli-Hunt administra-
tion had worked out with an Illinois company, the Hawthorne 
Development Group, in early 2016. The company was prom-
ising to embark on a $50 million project to convert the school 
into a senior housing complex, with a combination of nursing 
home, assisted living and independent living units.

Amid objections from the council, the administration reluc-
tantly put the school on the auction block for an open bidding 
process, setting up a showdown between Hawthorn and Tai-O, 
which had been championed by Councilwoman Denise Sierra 
as a highly interested potential alternative to Hawthorne. Ul-
timately, the council spurned Hawthorne’s offer of $500,000 
for the building in favor of Tai-O’s, which was $30,000 less. 
Some councilors said they thought Tai-O’s vision for attracting 
a younger generation of residents was a better one for the city, 
despite the slimmer price tag.

The hoped-for sale was never completed, however, so the 
city never saw a nickel from either Hawthorne or Tai-O.

Based in Central Falls, Tai-O is behind the city’s marquee 
mill-to-condo conversion, the M Residential project, which 
won a “Rhody” award for historic preservation from the Rhode 
Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission in 2017. 
Presently the company is resurrecting another mill structure on 
the Cumberland-Central Falls line as Blackstone Landing, a 
mixed-use venue expected to draw tenants from the retail and 
hospitality sectors.

With Tai-O’s exit from the old middle school, attention is 
already shifting to the issue of what happens next to the awk-

wardly rambling building, 
shuttered since the Woon-
socket Education De-
partment opened the new 
Woonsocket Middle School 
complex off Hamlet Avenue 
in December 2010.

A date with the wrecker’s 
ball, perhaps?

Some officials think that 
might not be a bad idea, es-
pecially after the collapse 
of Tai-O’s proposal, which 
is the second time efforts to 
market the building for re-
development have folded. 
It happened the first time 
shortly after the city closed 
the school, during the ad-
ministration of former May-
or Leo T. Fontaine.

“My view is we ought to 
knock the building down, 
plant some trees and put in 
a couple of park benches,” 
said Councilman James 
Cournoyer. “That’s what 
it used to be, a park. That’s 
why it’s Park Place.”

Councilman Dan Gen-
dron agreed that a park 
might be just the type of 
amenity that’s called for in 
the area. A park was central 
to the design of the neigh-
borhood, in which well-ap-
pointed homes once ringed 
the open area.

Follow Russ Olivo on 
Twitter @russolivo
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