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OPEN HOUSE
FOR FUTURE STUDENTS

8th and 9th graders for admission to
Davies Career & Technical High School

NOV 5 6 pm - 8 pm

VISIT US FOR A TOUR, MEET
FACULTY, LEARN MORE, AND SIGN

UP FOR OUR ENTRANCE EXAM
50 Jenckes Hill Road, Lincoln, RI 02865

DAVIESTECH.ORG

Letters are 
powerful 
support

HEALTH, A6

For cancer patients, 
letters from strangers 
can mean a lot

Northmen 
boys, girls 

advance

SPORTS, B1

North Smithfield 
soccer teams 

reach semifinals

WEATHER:
TODAY
High:

63
Low:
38

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN – With the hum of the 
machines and with the bustling activ-
ity of energized students, Gov. Gina 
M. Raimondo knew that every cent of 
the $3.65 million Center for Advanced 
Manufacturing at William M. Davies, 
Jr. Career and Technical High School 
was money well spent.

“A student’s going to learn here 
and then is going to be immediate-
ly equipped to go get these good, 
high-paying jobs...” Raimondo said. 
“The students were really excited and 
they have optimism and energy.”

Monday was Raimondo’s first tour 
of the advanced manufacturing center 
at Davies Tech, which was funded by 
$3.65 million from taxpayers, through 
the Rhode Island Capital Asset Protec-
tion fund, proposed by Raimondo and 
passed by the General Assembly.

See DAVIES, page A2

Photo by Jonathan Bissonnette
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo chats with students in the biotechnology lab at William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School.

Governor touts manufacturing 
program at Davies High School

Gov. Gina M. Raimondo chats with William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High 
School biotechnology manufacturing teacher Christina Befumo.

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Investors 
and sports betting companies 
are running up the score when 
it comes to sports betting, 
predicting the fast-growing 
industry will be a $7 billion to 
$8 billion business in the U.S. 
within five years.

But not all the many com-
panies flocking to get in on 
the ground floor will make it, 

they predict.
Panelists at the NYC 

Sports Betting Investor Sum-
mit said Monday that the in-
dustry is growing quickly in 
this country a year and a half 
after New Jersey won a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling clear-
ing the way for all 50 states to 
offer legal sports betting.

So far, 14 do, and many 
others are considering it.

See BETTING, page A2

Gambling firms see 
$7B to $8B sports 
betting market

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age returned to a record on 
Monday, joining other market 
gauges at all-time highs, as the 
stock market’s rally carried 
into a fifth week.

Oil producers, banks and 
other stocks that do well when 
the economy is strengthening 
again led the way. Reports last 
week also showed that the job 
market is continuing to grow, 
corporate profits aren’t doing 
as badly as Wall Street expect-
ed and interest rates will likely 
remain low for a while.

The Dow climbed 114.75 
points, or 0.4%, to 27,462.11 
and surpassed its prior all-time 
high set in July.

“Investors are doing what 

we’re theoretically supposed 
to be doing: We’re looking out 
at the next 12 to 18 months and 
investing on the basis of where 
it’s going, not on where we’re 
at today,” said Tom Stringfel-
low, chief investment officer at 
Frost Investment Advisors.

“We are investing on ex-
pectations that whatever the 
worst is, we’re there now.”

Rising optimism in the 
market was evident not only 
in U.S. stock indexes but also 
in higher yields for Treasurys. 
When investors feel less need 
for safety, the crowd thins 
to buy Treasury bonds. And 
when prices fall for Treasurys, 
their yields rise.

See RECORD, page A2

Dow hits record as 
stock rally continues

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – A local 
resident was charged after she 
allegedly struck a pedestrian 
and fled the scene on 
Saturday night, Paw-
tucket Police said.

Around 7:45 p.m. 
Saturday, police re-
sponded to the in-
tersection of George 
and Grace streets 
for the reported hit-
and-run accident in-
volving a pedestrian. 
Police on scene came upon 
an unresponsive woman lay-
ing in the road. The woman 
had suffered serious bodily 
injuries and was transported 
to Rhode Island Hospital for 
treatment, police said.

Several witnesses on scene 

provided a description of the 
fleeing vehicle. After further 
investigation, detectives with-
in hours had obtained a con-
fession from the alleged driv-
er – identified as Noelia Ortiz 
Negron, 35, of 4 Baldwin St., 

Apt. 3 in Pawtucket.
Negron was 

charged with duty 
to stop in accidents 
resulting in personal 
injury or death and 
driving after denial, 
according to police 
records. She was 
also cited for operat-
ing without evidence 

of insurance and operating a 
motor vehicle when regis-
tration is suspended, police 
said.

Negron was arraigned be-
fore a bail commissioner and 
appeared in Sixth District 
Court on Monday, police said.

City woman accused 
of hit-and-run that 
injured pedestrian

Noelia Ortiz 
Negron

TECHING THINGS OUT

MLB champs visit White House
David Nakamura, Jesse Dougherty

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON – President Don-
ald Trump embraced the Washington 
Nationals on Monday five days after 
they won their World Series title, wrap-
ping catcher Kurt Suzuki in a bear hug 
during a joyful ceremony on the South 
Lawn.

Suzuki received the president’s af-
fection when he took the lectern on 
the South Portico of the White House 
at Trump’s invitation and donned a red 
“Make America Great Again” hat, rais-
ing his arms as the president hugged 
him from behind. The moment came 
before a crowd of more than 1,000 on 
a sunny fall afternoon and punctuated 
an unlikely season for a team that took 
a seven-game series over the Houston 
Astros last week. 

Trump was upbeat in praising the 
Nationals, calling the crowd of players’ 
families and White House staffers a re-
cord for South Lawn ceremonies. He 
marveled that “Baby Shark,” the pre-
schooler ditty that became the unofficial 
team anthem, was a “very powerful lit-
tle tune” – and a military band played a 
live version as the players led the crowd 
in mimicking a shark chomp with their 

hands.
“America fell in love with Nats 

baseball. That’s all they wanted to talk 
about,” Trump said, before adding after 

a beat: “That and impeachment. I like 
Nats baseball much more.”

See CHAMPS, page A2

Washington Post photo by Toni L. Sandys
Nationals catcher Kurt Suzuki wears a Trump campaign hat as the 2019 World Se-
ries champion Washington Nationals are honored by President Donald Trump on the 
South Portico of the White House on Monday.
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All Readers can submit

• Birth Announcements
• Engagement Announcements
• Wedding Announcements
• Anniversary Announcements

As well as email events, 
community news, Letters to the 
Editor, submit photos and even 
subscribe online at our website?

www.pawtuckettimes.com 

We accept these announcements 
in a number of ways:

• You can Fax to 401-767-8509
• You can stop by our office 

located at:
23 Exchange St., Pawtucket, RI

• You can email Birth 
Announcements to 

advertising@pawtuckettimes.com
• You can email Anniversaries, 
Engagements and Weddings to 
notices@pawtuckettimes.com

• You can download a form 
from our website: 

www.pawtuckettimes.com
Simply complete the form then 
mail, fax or scan to email the 

announcement. 
If you would like a copy of the 
pdf of your announcement as it 
appeared in the paper, we can 

provide you with that for $5.00 
simply stop into The Times with 

the publication date and page 
number in which your 

announcement appeared.

Monday’s RI Daily
Mid-day:       7 3 0 7  
Evening:       5 8 5 7  

Monday’s Mass. Daily
Mid-day:       7 5 5 8 
Evening:       4 0 1 7  

Sunday’s Mass Cash
      9 23 25 30 32  

LOTTERY NUMBERS

Record
Continued from page A1

The yield on the 10-year Treasury 
climbed to 1.77% from 1.72% late 
Friday. Not only that, the gap be-
tween the yields of the 10-year and 
two-year Treasurys widened, which 
many on Wall Street see as a sign of 
increased confidence in the econo-
my.

The two-year yield rose to 1.57% 
from 1.55%, and the gap between it 
and the 10-year yield is close to its 
largest since late July.

Such a widening spread helps 
banks, which make money by bor-
rowing money at short-term rates 
and lending it out at longer-term 

rates.
Financial stocks in the S&P 500 

climbed 0.9%, aided by a 1.9% jump 
for Bank of America and a 1.8% gain 
for Citigroup.

Other cyclical sectors, such as en-
ergy and industrials, were also ahead 
of the pack.

Chevron jumped 4.6%, and Exx-
on Mobil added 3% as energy stocks 
overall climbed 3.1% after the price 
of oil rose.

A stronger global economy would 
mean more demand for energy, and 
benchmark U.S. crude rose 34 cents 
to $56.54 per barrel. Brent crude, the 
international standard, rose 44 cents 
to $62.13 a barrel.

Defensive stocks, meanwhile, 
lagged. Utilities fell 1.3% for the 

largest loss in the S&P 500, and re-
al-estate stocks were down 1.1%.

It’s a reprieve for cyclicals, which 
have been becoming a smaller part 
of the stock market. Investors in-
stead have focused on defensive 
stocks that can do well even when 
the economy is turning sour or on 
companies that can grow almost 
regardless of the economy, such as 
Amazon.com, Apple and other big 
technology companies.

Cyclical companies recently 
made up about 34% of the S&P 500, 
down from 41% in early 2018, ac-
cording to James Paulsen, chief in-
vestment strategist at the Leuthold 
Group.

Part of the reason for the shift into 
cyclical stocks may simply be the 

calendar. It’s what typically happens 
late in the year, said Sam Stovall, 
chief investment strategist at CFRA.

But the shift doesn’t necessarily 
mean the all-clear for the economy 
and the market. Barry Bannister, 
head of institutional equity strategy 
at Stifel, sees cyclical stocks doing 
better than defensive stocks into the 
middle of 2020, but he sees the S&P 
500 falling back to 3,050 by the end 
of the year and rising modestly to 
3,100 in 2020.

Monday’s biggest loss in the 
S&P 500 came from Under Armour, 
which said it has been cooperating 
with federal regulators for two years 
on an investigation into its account-
ing practices. Its Class A shares 
plunged 18.9%.

In overseas stock markets, the 
French CAC 40 jumped 1.1%, and 
Germany’s DAX returned 1.4%. 
The FTSE 100 in London added 
0.9%, South Korea’s Kospi rose 
1.4% and the Hang Seng in Hong 
Kong climbed 1.6%.

Wholesale gasoline was un-
changed at $1.66 per gallon. Heat-
ing oil climbed 1 cent to $1.94 per 
gallon. Natural gas rose 11 cents to 
$2.82 per 1,000 cubic feet.

Gold was unchanged $1,508.00 
per ounce, silver rose 1 cent to 
$18.01 per ounce and copper rose 2 
cents to $2.67 per pound.

The dollar rose to 108.64 Japa-
nese yen from 108.26 yen on Friday. 
The euro strengthened to $1.1127 
from $1.1163.

Champs
Continued from page A1

The remark drew a laugh 
from the crowd.

As he recited some of the 
heroic moments of the Na-
tionals’ World Series run, 
Trump invited players, in-
cluding Suzuki; pitchers Max 
Scherzer, Stephen Strasburg 

and Patrick Corbin; first base-
man Ryan Zimmerman; and 
outfielder Juan Soto to the 
lectern to make remarks.

In his remarks, Zimmer-
man, who presented Trump 
with a Nationals jersey bear-
ing his name and No. 45, 
praised Trump’s leadership. 
He called the visit an “unbe-
lievable honor” and said the 
team would “like to thank 

you for keeping everyone 
here safe in our country, and 
continuing to make America 
the greatest country to live in 
in the world.”

Team owner Mark Lerner, 
General Manager Mike Rizzo 
and Manager Dave Martinez 
were in attendance, and Riz-
zo and Martinez made brief 
remarks.

Rizzo called the Nats’ 
campaign, during which they 
rebounded from a 19-31 start, 
a “miracle season and an un-
forgettable postseason.” He 
said the team “unified a re-
gion when the region needed 
unifying the most. Bumpy 
roads lead to beautiful plac-
es, and this here is a beautiful 
place.” Trump and first lady 
Melania Trump applauded.

The players exhibited 
some of the loose, carefree 

spirit that defined their sea-
son. Infielder Howie Ken-
drick stepped to the lectern 
to pretend he was going to 
speak before Trump came 
out, drawing chants of “How-
ie!” from the crowd. After 
Strasburg spoke, the crowd 
chanted “four more years!” – 
a reference to their hopes that 
the pitcher, now a free agent, 
re-signs with the team.

“I’m going to consider 
that four more World Series 
titles,” Trump joked.

Suzuki, who is Japanese 
American, produced perhaps 
the most memorable image, 
donning the hat and raising 
his arms in triumph.

 – – -
The Washington Post’s 

Sam Fortier and Cindy Boren 
contributed to this report.

Betting
Continued from page A1

Investment firm Mor-
gan Stanley predicts the 
U.S. market will generate 
almost $7 billion in reve-
nue by 2025, up from $833 
million this year. That’s 
up from an estimate of $5 
billion the company had is-
sued less than a year ago.

That amount would rep-
resent less than 20% of the 
$41.7 billion won by com-

mercial casinos in the U.S. 
in 2018. Still, it represents 
a substantial new revenue 
stream that, for legal oper-
ators, did not exist a year 
and a half ago.

At the investors event 
sponsored by Morgan Stan-
ley, executives from MGM 
Resorts, Hard Rock and 
Mohegan Sun all issued 
similar predictions in the $6 
billion to $8 billion range. 
And the research firm Ei-
lers & Krejcik Gaming, 
which tracks sports betting 
regulation and revenue, 
said those figures are “very 
close” to its own estimates 
of future market size.

Participants at the forum 
cautioned that while the in-
dustry is growing quickly, 
the high cost of acquiring 
customers and promoting 
a new business could lead 

to some current operators 
failing.

“It’s war out there,” said 
Seth Young, chief infor-
mation officer for Points-
Bet. “At the end of the day 
there’s going to be a lot of 
carcasses out there on the 
road.”

“It is a growing market 
here in terms of revenue 
but it’s a very tough mar-
ket,” added Scott Butera, 
president of interacting 
gaming for MGM Resorts 
International.” Everybody 
wants to be here Ultimate-
ly I think we’ll see some 
shaking out.”

Nonetheless, Butera said 
he believes U.S. sports bet-
ting will exceed even the 
increased figures cited at 
Monday’s forum.

“I’ll take the over on $8 
billion,” he said.

Morgan Stanley gave a 
high-end bullish estimate 
that sports betting could 
generate $15 billion in rev-
enue by 2025 if every state 
in the nation has legalized 
it by then. Its worst-case 
estimate is a $2.5 billion 
market with only 22 states 
participating.

Panelists predicted as 
many as 10 new operators 
may soon join the market.

Operators continue to 
spend heavily to attract 
new customers, who in turn 
still must jump through 
several hurdles to deposit 
funds in their accounts as 
many major credit cards 
will not finance gambling 
transactions. Kresmir Spa-
jic, senior vice president of 
online gaming and sports 
betting for Hard Rock In-
ternational, said 80% of 

sports betting transactions 
in Europe are financed us-
ing credit cards, compared 
with about 30% in the U.S.

Even as the conference 
was underway, numerous 
sports betting transactions 
and partnerships were be-
ing announced around the 
country.

The National Basket-
ball Association and Draft-
Kings announced a multi-
year partnership that will 
make DraftKings an au-
thorized sports betting op-
erator of the league. And 
BetIndiana and Sportradar, 
the provider of sports data 
and content, inked a part-
nership to bring Sportra-
dar’s real-time sports data 
and managed trading ser-
vices to BetIndiana’s mo-
bile sportsbook.

Davies
Continued from page A1

“The state made a big in-
vestment. I led a big invest-
ment here and I came to see 
what are we getting for our 
money and I feel like it’s a 
great investment in the future 
of Rhode Island and in these 
young people. Money very 
well spent,” she said.

The project includes state-
of-the-art upgrades to the 

physical instructional shop, 
classroom spaces, and the 
purchase of new upgraded 
equipment to support Davies’ 
manufacturing programs in-
cluding biomanufacturing 
technology, electrical and 
renewable energy, machine 
technology, and pre-engi-
neering technology.

“The students were en-
gaged, they were intense, 
they were very focused on 
what they were doing and 
they were learning on the 
same equipment that they 
would use in a manufacturing 
operation,” Raimondo said 
of what she saw in the work 
spaces on Monday. “I have 
a high degree of confidence 
that they’ll be able to get jobs 
when they graduate.”

With a focus on the edu-
cation of today’s students to 
become tomorrow’s work-
force, the governor said that 
her biggest takeaway from 
the morning at Davies Tech 
was that “we need to do more 
of this.”

“Relevant skills, teaching 
students relevant skills so that 
they can get a job in today’s 
economy in Rhode Island. 
Also, hands-on learning. 

These students weren’t bored. 
These students were ener-
gized and interested in what 
they were doing because it’s 
relevant and it’s applied and 
they’ll get a job,” she said. 
“More of what’s happening 
here is what we need to do 
elsewhere.”

To hear the governor give 
her seal of approval was all 
Davies Tech Director Adam 
Flynn-Tabloff needed to 
know that his school is onto 
something special.

“It’s generating more ex-
citement among the students, 
so that’s going to help us in 
terms of enrolling students,” 
he said of the state-of-the-art 
center. “Before, they were 
going to an antiquated space 
that was rather grungy, prob-
ably more in line with the old 
mindset about what manufac-
turing is like. Now, they’re 
in a state-of-the-art facility, 
you could eat off the floors. 
It’s in line with what the ac-
tual manufacturers in Rhode 
Island have, so the students, 
they can now envision them-
selves there.”

“We’ve been hearing good 
feedback from the kids, the 
students who were already in 

that program were highly en-
gaged and we’re also interest-
ed to see how many students 
select that program because 
all of our freshmen are going 
through a rotation right now 
where they explore each CTE 
(career and technical educa-
tion) program and then in the 
spring they select, so we’re 
excited to see if now that 
they see this new space in this 
new reality of what advanced 
manufacturing is that we’ll 
get increased enrollment be-
cause we have employers 
knocking down our door for 
students out of these pro-
grams,” Flynn-Tabloff said.

The governor’s tour on 
Monday, he added, was also 
a way for her to see that the 
$3.65 million spent on the 
center was “a smart invest-
ment.”

“It wasn’t money mis-
spent, because that was a 
large amount of money for 
a public school and we were 
happy to get it,” he said. “So 
we wanted to showcase to her 
that it went to the right place, 
it’s directly impacting the ed-
ucation that the students get.”

“Those kids are doing 
math, measurement, blueprint 

reading, and really demand-
ing tasks. That old stigma 
around CTE is that’s where 
students go that can’t do aca-
demic work and it’s anything 
but the truth,” Flynn-Tabloff 
continued. “Our kids are do-
ing full academic course load 
plus basically majoring in a 
demanding CTE program. I 
think the work those kids are 
doing in there is incredibly 
rigorous, challenging, and 
they’re leaving with a great 
skillset.”

Davies Tech Board of 
Trustees Chairperson Paul L. 
Ouellette, meanwhile, added 
that the new center is a “whole 
new ballgame” for the future 
of Davies and Rhode Island’s 
employers, as students now 
are being educated via “the 
latest and greatest” in equip-
ment and technology.

“We have an aging work-
force, there’s absolutely no 
doubt about it, and particu-
larly in the manufacturing 
areas, we’re in trouble,” he 
said. “We need to get people 
trained, we need to under-
stand that they need a high 
level of skills. It’s not just sit-
ting down at a bench assem-
bling things, it’s a whole new 

ballgame.”
“We need to shed the 

stigma that being in manu-
facturing is a dirty, greasy 
environment,” Ouellette add-
ed. “Having seen the new 
equipment, it certainly isn’t 
that. We just need to contin-
ually tell people that there 
are some good-paying jobs in 
manufacturing, it requires a 
high skillset and just to keep 
driving that and make people 
aware, because we hear time 
and time again from employ-
ers that ‘We need well-qual-
ified, trained people to come 
to work for us.’”

The governor’s tour on 
Monday also coincided with 
tonight’s future student night 
and open house for prospec-
tive students at Davies, for 
eighth and ninth graders inter-
ested in coming to the school. 
Tours will be offered, faculty 
will be available to meet, and 
interested students can sign 
up for entrance exams. The 
open house is tonight from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the school, 
located at 50 Jenckes Hill 
Road in Lincoln.

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Turkey says it captured slain IS leader’s sister 
By SARAH EL DEEB

Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Turkey captured 
the elder sister of the slain leader of 
the Islamic State group in northwest-
ern Syria on Monday, according to a 
senior Turkish official, who called the 
arrest an intelligence “gold mine.”

Little is known about the sister of 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. The Turkish 
official said the 65-year-old known as 
Rasmiya Awad is suspected of being 

affiliated with the extremist group. 
He did not elaborate.

Awad was captured in a raid Mon-
day evening on a trailer container she 
was living in with her family near the 
town of Azaz in Aleppo province. 
The area is part of the region admin-
istered by Turkey after it carried out 
a military incursion to chase away IS 
militants and Kurdish fighters start-
ing 2016. Allied Syrian groups man-
age the area known as the Euphrates 
Shield zone.

The official said the sister was 
with her husband, daughter-in-law 
and five children. The adults are be-
ing interrogated, he said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity in line with 
government protocol.

“This kind of thing is an intelli-
gence gold mine. What she knows 
about (IS) can significantly expand 
our understanding of the group and 
help us catch more bad guys,” the of-
ficial said.

Al-Baghdadi, an Iraqi from Sa-

marra, was killed in a U.S. raid in the 
nearby province of Idlib last month. 
The raid was a major blow to the 
group, which has lost territories it 
held in Syria and Iraq in a series of 
military defeats by the U.S-led coali-
tion and Syrian and Iraqi allies.

Many IS members have escaped 
through smuggling routes to north-
western Syria in the final days of 
battle ahead of the group’s territorial 
defeat earlier this year, while others 
have melted into the desert in Syria 

or Iraq.
The reclusive leader al-Baghdadi 

was known to be close to one of his 
brothers, known by his nom de guerre 
Abu Hamza.

Al-Baghdadi’s aide, a Saudi, was 
killed hours after the raid, also in 
northwestern Syria, in a U.S. strike. 
The group named a successor to 
al-Baghdadi days later, but little is 
known about him or how the group’s 
structure has been affected by the suc-
cessive blows.
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