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CROSS COUNTRY – STATE CHAMPIONSHIP MEET

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Kipyego claims title
SRA junior delivers dominant performance 

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

FOSTER — Where did Devan Kipyego 
disappear off to after walking through chute 
as the newly-minted R.I. boys individual 
cross-country champion?

There were television interviews to be 
conducted, yet no one had a clue as to the 
whereabouts of the St. Raphael Academy 
junior. Considering the Wall Street-esque 
atmosphere that had griped Ponaganset 
High on a sun-splashed Saturday – people 
here, people there, people everywhere – the 
mission resembled finding a needle in a hay-
stack. 

Eventually, someone found Kipyego. 
Amidst all the hustle and bustle, he managed 
to carry on a FaceTime conversation with 
older brother Darius – a running standout in 

his own right who’s gearing up for his fresh-
man indoor season at Iowa State. While chat 
had to be cut short, the impact of what was 
said clearly resonated as Devan prepared to 
field questions from reporters holding cam-
eras.  

“He was so pumped for me,” said Devan 
Kipyego. “It was a great experience to share 
with my brother.” 

The scene involving the Kipyego 
brothers proved a far cry from last year’s 
cross-country state meet when young 
Devan was in a walking boot, the result of 
an injury he sustained while playing soccer 
for the Saints. 

“Going from boot to state champion, what 
a beautiful story. It’s amazing,” said SRA 
head coach Chris Magill. 

See KIPYEGO, page B3

Photo by Jerry Silberman / risportsphoto.com
St. Raphael junior Devan Kipyego, above, has been unbeatable on the cross-country trails this 
season and he continued his dominance by winning the state title Saturday at Ponaganset High.

By STEVE REED
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE. N.C. — Bill Be-
lichick has the blueprint for beating 
Sam Darnold, and it starts with dis-
guising coverages.

His players just seem to do the 
rest.

New England’s defense inter-

cepted Darnold on three consecu-
tive possessions in the second half 
— including one that J.C. Jackson 
returned 88 yards for a touchdown 
— and the New England Patriots 
cruised past the Carolina Panthers 
24-6 on Sunday for their fourth win 
in the past five games.

Belichick is 4-0 against Darnold, 
and the quarterback has thrown nine 

interceptions and one touchdown 
pass in those outings. 

“We disguise,” said Jackson, 
who also intercepted Darnold in the 
end zone to prevent another scoring 
opportunity. “Our defense disguises 
pretty good. Every year he’s had a 
hard time.”

Darnold’s three previous losses 
came with the New York Jets.

“They play man coverage and try 
to create picks and create confusion 
up front,” Darnold said. “I think 
that’s the biggest thing they do and 
they do a really good job of it. But 
I think it comes down to my deci-
sion-making. We had guys in places 
that we wanted and just couldn’t get 
them the ball and I turned it over a 
few too many times.”

Added Belichick: “We were able 
to create some pressure. Our de-
fense came to play today.”

Mac Jones overcame two early 
turnovers and threw for 139 yards 
and a touchdown, rookie running 
back Rhamondre Stevenson had 
106 yards from scrimmage before 

See PATRIOTS, page B3

NFL – NEW ENGLAND 24, CAROLINA 6

Patriots defense delivers in rout of woeful Panthers

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

TIVERTON — Thankfully for the Davies Tech 
football team, the Division IV playoffs started a 
week later than the rest of the state.

While six of the Blackstone Valley’s other 
squads were playing for their seasons over the 
weekend, the Patriots traveled to Tiverton Satur-
day still trying to reinvent their offense with the 
playoffs a week away.

A week after scoring just one touchdown in a 
frustrating loss to Juanita Sanchez/PCD co-op, 
the Patriots showed significant improvement with 

See PATENAUDE, page B6

Patenaude, Pats 
overcome Tigers

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Cumberland quarterback Brady Ray and the No. 1 
Clippers crushed No. 4 East Greenwich, 33-0, in the 
Division I quarterfinals Saturday at Tucker Field.

Clippers cruise 
past E. Greenwich
Dominant defense posts shutout

By NICK CANTOR
kcsports@ricentral.com 

CUMBERLAND  — First half mistakes led to 
a second half outburst for the Cumberland football 
team on Saturday night as they played host to East 
Greenwich in the opening round of the Division I 
tournament.

Leading just 6-0 at the break on a Cam Pedro 
touchdown, the Clippers would go on to outscore 
their opponents, 26-0 over the remaining two 
quarters, the defense doing the rest in a 33-0 shut-
out victory at Tucker Field. 

See CLIPPER, page B6

Cournoyer carries Broncos

Photos by Michelle Menard
Burrillville senior quarterback Wes Cournoyer (10, above) accounted for four touchdowns to lead the No. 2 - and shorthanded - Broncos to 
a 26-0 Division I quarterfinal victory over rival third-seeded Woonsocket Sunday afternoon at Alumni Field. 

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

BURRILLVILLE — Three 
through the air and one on 
the ground, Wes Cournoyer 
accounted for all four of his 
team’s touchdowns in Burrill-
ville’s 26-0 Division I first-
round playoff football win 
over Woonsocket Sunday.

That’s one touchdown for 
every Bronco ninth grader 
who was summoned to var-
sity duty following a rash of 
COVID-19 outbreaks coupled 
with injuries to key personnel 
that left Burrillville on the 
shorthanded side. Stepping 
into the spotlight on the of-

fensive line was Kyler Fague 
while fellow freshmen Jack 
DiChiaro, Leland Kelleher 
and Nate Njoes took turns in 
helping a defense which pro-
duced three takeaways (one 
interception, two fumbles).

“I’m proud of all of them. 
We led them throughout the 
week. They showed how 
tough they are,” said Cour-
noyer. “They stepped up big. 
We wouldn’t have won with-
out them.” 

Added Burrillville coach 
Gennaro Ferraro, “They didn’t 
flinch. For them to produce the 
way they did, it was amazing.”

See BRONCOS, page B6

Senior inspires shorthanded squad in rout of Woonsocket
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE
MONDAY

GIRLS
Volleyball

6 p.m. Division II quarterfinal round, 
Lincoln at Classical

TUESDAY
BOYS
Soccer

6 p.m. Division II semifinals, Chariho 
at Lincoln

GIRLS
Soccer

2 p.m. Division IV semifinals, Central 
Falls at Blackstone Valley Prep 
5:30 p.m. Division III semifinals, 
Westerly at St. Raphael (at Max Read 
Field)

November 8
Norman Mercier, popular Pawtucket jockey, moved 
into a tie for first place among riders at Narragansett 

Park by bringing home four winners yesterday, three of them in 
a row, before a crowd of 9,065. The 23-year-old jock now has 
10 victories and is deadlocked for riding honors with Lucien 
Parent. Mercier won the fourth race with Dandy Sue ($7.20); 
Tint Straw ($27.40) in the fifth; Glimmerglass ($31.00) in the 
sixth; and Flicker Light ($10.20) in the eighth race.

A Pawtucket dog has become the top winning pooch 
of its breed in the United States, under the Phillips 

system of scoring. Champion Ferdinand v. Dachsweil, a Rott-
weiler owned by Edward H. Beretta, won best of breed honors 
in the Union County Kennel Club Show in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey. That victory made Ferdinand the top winning Rottwei-
ler in the country. He finished fourth in the working group. 

Coach Gig Pariseau’s powerful offense was shut 
down, but his defense came up big as Tolman edged 

Barrington 9-6 before a good-sized crowd of about 1,000 at 
the McCoy Stadium Annex and remained undefeated (7-0) and 
atop the Class A-Small Division standings. Mike Feeley tallied 
the Tigers’ lone touchdown on a four-yard run, Chris Quinn 
booted the PAT and the home team scored two points when the 
Eagles snapped the football out of the end zone. Dave Warzy-
cha, Bill Smith, Ken Howells, Ken Martin, Mike Sullivan, Jim 
Riden, Glenn Holland, Tim Healey, Mark Messier and Jim 
O’Donnell all contributed to the big defensive effort.   

— By BILL MULHOLLAND
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Broncos
Continued from page B1

Still, you win playoff games when 
your seniors have firm command of 
the situation like Cournoyer did. A 
dual-threat quarterback, he broke free 
for 32 yards to cap off Burrillville’s 
first offensive series, then he connect-
ed with fellow senior Matthew Gibeau 
for a pair of scores with the third scor-
ing TD going to another 12th grader 
in Michael Hedquist. 

“When you have someone like 
Wes, you can come up with a game-
plan and an offensive strategy,” said 
Ferraro. “Being able to lean on him 
and trust him … he’s a special play-
er.”  

Part of it had to do with the de-
fense they were facing, yet Woon-
socket’s offense struggled to shift 
into gear for the vast majority of the 
afternoon. It wasn’t until there was 
4:13 left in the third quarter when the 
Novans produced their best drive of 
the game. Starting at their own 14-
yard line, Woonsocket produced ex-
actly 19 yards on back-to-back plays 
with quarterback Daunte Melton 
hitting Breilan Roque and Jaiden 

Milatmouk following with a burst of 
acceleration that led to another sub-
stantial pickup. 

Ultimately, Woonsocket’s best 
drive of the game fizzled at the Bur-
rillville 30-yard line. A team that 
trailed 12-0 after one quarter and 
26-zip at the break was never able to 
make the Broncos truly feel like they 
were threatened on the Alumni Field 
grass surface.

“You come out flat against a well-
oiled machine and that’s what is going 
to happen to you,” said Woonsocket 
head coach Charlie Bibeault. “Burrill-
ville isn’t scared of anyone. They play 
hard-nosed football. We just couldn’t 
get anything going all game long.”

A broken coverage on Woonsock-
et’s part enabled Hedquist to stand 
in the end zone by his lonesome. All 
Cournoyer had to do was deliver a 
nine-yard pass for the home team’s 
second TD that came with 1:03 left in 
the opening quarter. 

On fourth-and-goal, Cournoyer 
kept the play alive on his second scor-
ing strike before finding Gibeau from 
eight yards out. The two-point throw 
to junior Elijah Diallo was spot-on 
with Burrillville’s lead increasing to 
20-0 with 9:41 remaining in the sec-

ond quarter. 
The Broncos were able to cash in 

right before the half after a Woon-
socket fumble resulted in first down 
at the Novan 18-yard line. On third-
and-goal, Cournoyer bought enough 
time to allow Gibeau to change his 
route. The pass seemed to hang in 
the air for an eternity before landing 
in the awaiting arms of Gibeau, who 
was stationed in the left corner of the 
end zone.

“I’ve been throwing to Gibeau 
since I was eight years old. I trust him 
and know he’s going to get open,” 
said Cournoyer. 

After a trying period – Burrillville 
didn’t resume practicing until this 
past Thursday after being shut down 
for a period of time – the hope is that 
the Broncos will be able to add some 
reinforcements for Saturday’s sec-
ond-round matchup against Central. 
That game will take place at Conley 
Stadium.

“The kids deserve all the credit. 
They could have easily said it was 
over. They’re toughest group that I’ve 
ever coached,” said Ferraro. 

Follow Brendan McGair on Twit-
ter @BWMcGair03

Photo by Michelle Menard
Burrillville running back Carlo Acquisto and the No. 2 Broncos dominated No. 3 Woonsocket in every aspect of Sunday’s Divi-
sion I quarterfinal at Alumni Field. The Broncos secured a 26-0 victory to advance to another semifinal.

Patenaude
Continued from page B1
their run-heavy approach. 
Because of an injury to start-
ing quarterback Antonio 
Cabral, the Pats relied on the 
combination of sophomore 
wide receiver Danny Rose 
and senior running back Matt 
Patenaude to bash the Tigers.

Patenaude rushed for a pair 
of second-quarter touchdowns 
and he added a 16-yard insur-
ance score with two minutes 
left in the fourth quarter to 
lead the Patriots to a 22-7 vic-
tory over the young Tigers. 

“This is a big, big win and 
it’s a confidence-building win 
going into the playoffs,” said 
Patenaude, who also led the 
Patriots’ defense that didn’t 
allow a touchdown after the 
opening drive. “We’re very 
confident and ready to play. 
The first quarter of this game 
wasn’t us. We knew what they 
wanted to do and executed af-
ter a slow start.”

“Matt’s awesome for us,” 
said assistant coach Joe Clark, 
who was acting as the head 
coach after Henry Cabral dealt 
with a medical issue earlier in 
the week. “He comes to prac-
tice and works hard every day. 
Matt is a leader and we told 
him we were going to play 
him ‘how many is too many’ 
today.”

Davies Tech (4-3 Division 
IV) snapped a two-game los-
ing streak to earn the No. 5 
seed in the playoffs and they 
will travel to Johnston High 
Friday night at 6 o’clock to 
play No. 4 North Providence. 
The teams met in the opening 
week of the season at Vets 
Park and the Cougars traveled 
back down Mineral Spring 
Avenue with a 16-14 victory.

“We need to work hard on 
both sides of the ball this week 
in practice and if we do that 
we should be all right against 
them,” Clark said. “North 
Providence is a good team 

that’s a tough team. They run 
the ball hard and they bring 
it on defense. They’re a very 
good team and a tough match 
up.”

Tiverton (0-8 Division IV) 
struggled to put points on the 
board all season as freshman 
quarterback Ben Troia learned 
how to play varsity football. 
Troia and senior running back 
Robert Wise led the Tigers 
on a scoring drive to give the 
home side a 7-0 lead.

Davies slowly marched 
down the field with Rose run-
ning outside and Patenaude 
finding yards between the 
tackles. On the first play of 
the second quarter, the senior 
scored a one-yard touchdown 
and then the Patriots ran in the 
two-point conversion for what 
turned out to be the game-win-
ning points.

The Patriots forced a fum-
ble on the ensuing possession 
and – thanks in no small part 
to a dubious pass-interference 
call on a fourth-and-14 play 
from the Tiverton 29 – the vis-
itors scored again. Patenaude 
scored a three-yard touch-
down and he caught the con-
version pass to send the Pats 
into halftime with a 10-point 
lead.

Tiverton was in position to 
cut its deficit down to three 
minutes into the third quarter, 
but Wise fumbled the ball at 
the 1-yard line and that was as 
close as the Tigers would get 
to scoring another touchdown. 

“Our motto on defense is 
bend but don’t break,” Clark 
said.

Patenaude finished off the 
scoring with two minutes left 
when he found a hole on the 
right side and blazed down the 
sideline for a 16-yard touch-
down.

“That was a game-sealing 
play and just really big for us,” 
Patenaude said. “Happy to go 
into the playoffs right now.”

Follow Branden Mello on 
Twitter @Branden_Mello

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Jo’el Baker and the top-seeded Cumberland football team woke up in the second half of Saturday night’s Division I quarterfi-
nal against East Greenwich. After scoring just six points in the first half, the Clippers exploded in the second half to win 33-0.

Clippers
Continued from page B1

“We’ve been playing extremely well 
in the second half. Defensively, the guys 
just played obviously a great game and 
offensively, we started clicking more 
and eliminating the errors,” coach Josh 
Lima said afterwards. His team will host 
No. 2 Portsmouth in the semifinals Fri-
day night at 6 o’clock after the Patriots 
roughed up Shea, 48-14 in their own first 
round matchup.

Pedro put the Clippers out in front, 
6-0 in the first quarter, but Cumberland 
squandered a pair of scoring opportuni-
ties in the second courtesy of a high snap 
and a fumble inside the red zone. An in-
terception in the end zone by Josh Melo 
right before the half enabled the home 
team to stay out in front on the score-
board.

“We got down to the 5-yard line twice 
and we had some miscues, so that real-
ly hurt us,” Lima said of his club’s ear-
ly struggles. “It could very easily been 
a 21-0 game at the half, but we have to 
take care of business like that. We can’t 
leave points on the field.”

His players heard the message loud 

and clear, scoring three times in the third 
quarter and once more in the fourth to 
help turn the game into a blowout.

“We started off slow on our first three 
drives on offense. We were just going 
slow. Picked it up in the second half 
though,” Pedro said, his second score of 
the night making it 19-0.

Jo’el Baker had made it a 12-0 game 
on a 10-yard touchdown run less than a 
minute into the half moments after EG 
fumbled on their opening drive, a fate 
they would suffer on their second drive 
as well.

Baker agreed with Pedro that the 
team’s overall play was significantly 
better in the second half, but stressed the 
need for a more balanced effort on ev-
eryone’s end going forward.

“I feel like we’re a good second half 
team, but during the playoffs, you can’t 
be just a good second half team,” he said. 
“We have to come out strong against 
Portsmouth next.”

Though the final score was not close, 
the Avengers did themselves through-
out the course of the night, leaving their 
hopes for a comeback that much slim-
mer.

Driving down the field right before 
the half, EG looked poised to tie the 

game or possibly even take the lead. 
With 2.3 seconds remaining, the visi-
tors elected to go for the end zone in-
stead of trying a field goal and cutting 
the deficit in half. They would wind up 
getting nothing, as quarterback Parke 
Hardesky had a pass picked off by 
Melo, the first of two for the defensive 
back on the night who also added a 20-
yard touchdown catch on the offensive 
end of the ball. 

“I thought we were going to get it 
too,” Avenger coach John George said of 
his team’s final drive before the half. “I 
thought we had a good play call. It was 
too bad. I thought we had a good rhythm 
there. We just couldn’t punch it in,” he 
said.

By the time the night was over, 
the play would seem relatively minor, 
though the visitors did have moments 
early in the second half in which they 
could have changed the trajectory of the 
game.

“Didn’t score at the end of the first 
half and then we come out and fumble 
on the second play of the third quarter 
and they score (and then) we fumble 
on the next play right there. We’re just 
not good enough to overcome those 
kind of mistakes,” George said.

AVONDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Kyle Larson won. 

That was the expected result 
of NASCAR’s season-ending 
championship race, right? 

Larson closed his comeback 
season in NASCAR with his 
first championship Sunday. He 
capped his return from a nearly 
yearlong suspension with a ti-
tle-winning victory at Phoenix 
Raceway. 

“I can’t believe it,” Larson 
said, his voice quivering. “I 
didn’t even think I’d be a racing 
a car a year-and-a-half ago. To 
win a championship? Crazy!” 

Larson led seven times for a 
race-high 108 laps but was run-
ning fourth, last among the title 
contenders, as Martin Truex Jr. 
and Denny Hamlin controlled 

the championship late in a pair 
of Toyotas. 

Then a caution reset every-
thing. 

Because he won the pole 
Saturday in the qualifying, Lar-
son had the first stall on pit road 
and the shortest sprint back 
onto the track of the four title 
contenders. He silently prayed 
for a flawless service call from 
his Hendrick Motorsports crew 
to get the No. 5 Chevrolet back 
on track ahead of his three title 
rivals. 

Wow, did the No. 5 team de-
liver. 

Larson’s crew performed its 
second-fastest stop of the sea-
son — a span that stretches 38 
races — and Larson went from 
last among the final four to first. 

Larson wins Cup title
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