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Davies app in 
running for 
nationwide 
recognition

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN — Through technology, William M. Davies, 
Jr. Career and Technical High School computer and software 
engineering instructor Joe Mazzone is working to ensure 
safety at Davies Tech and around Rhode Island, as he and a 
group of students are currently developing an app that could 
help locate missing people during a school emergency.

The app is part of the annual Samsung Solve for Tomor-
row Contest, a $3 million nationwide competition that en-
courages students in sixth grade through high school to cre-
atively use science, technology, engineering and math skills 
to solve a local challenge affecting their community.

Davies Tech is a state finalist in the annual contest, as the 
school was one of only 300 across the country to be selected 
as a state finalist, emerging from a pool of more than 2,000 
national entries. According to officials, Davies Tech was 
chosen based on the proposal submitted by Mazzone to ad-
dress “expediting attendance during school evacuations (fire 
drills, etc.) to locate missing persons using STEM learning 
in his classroom.”

“What we’re continuing with is working on an app that’s 
for evacuation drills for schools – a fire drill, any other evac-
uation – that allows the administrators and teachers to take 

See DAVIES, page A2

JONATHAN BISSONNETTE PHOTOS
William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School 
computer and software engineering instructor Joe Mazzone.

RIGHT ON SCHEDULE

Miss Lorraine Diner clears another hurdle 
toward opening, garnering liquor license

JONATHAN BISSONNETTE PHOTOS
Work continues inside and out of Miss Lorraine Diner, in anticipation of its upcoming opening.

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — The 
City Council, acting in its 
capacity as the Board of Li-
cense Commissioners, unan-
imously approved the liquor 
license for the Miss Lorraine 
Diner on Monday evening, as 
work is progressing toward a 
long-awaited opening at the 
Mineral Spring Avenue eatery 
next month.

Representing the din-
er during Monday’s hearing 
were Lorraine Mills owner Jon 
Savage and Cranston resident 
Michael Arena, who’ll run the 
diner’s day-to-day operations. 
Arena has also owned Aman-
da’s Kitchen on Smithfield Av-
enue for 23 years.

Savage “gave me a call to 
come and take a look and to 
run the diner and I think it’s a 
great opportunity and it’s go-
ing to be a great opportunity 
for the city,” Arena said. “It’s 
going to be another place for 
not only the people that live or 
work in that building but the 
people that pass on Mineral 
Spring Avenue every day to 
stop in for breakfast or dinner.”

Situated in front of the 
Lorraine Mills at 560 Mineral 
Spring Ave., the dining car has 
undergone extensive renova-
tions over the past few weeks 
in the build toward an opening 
next month. The 48-foot-by-
14-foot car has sat dormant 
on Mineral Spring Avenue for 
many years, covered in plastic 

and hidden from view behind 
an enclosure. Savage has said 
more than 30 people have had 
a hand in repairing and restor-
ing the diner since it relocated 
to Pawtucket a decade ago.

The car is a 1941 
“semi-streamliner” manufac-
tured by the Worcester Lunch 
Car Company. It formerly 

housed Squeak’s Diner in 
Middletown, Conn. and in its 
previous life, it served hungry 
patrons there from 1969 to 
1997 but closed after its owner 
retired.

“Mr. Savage did a wonder-
ful job restoring this diner,” 

See DINER, page A2

School’s invention a finalist 
in $3 million competition

City man faces felony charge 
after allegedly attacking his 
wheelchair-bound roommate

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — A local man is facing a felony charge of 
assault on person with severe impairments after he allegedly 
attacked his wheelchair-bound roommate to the point where 
the victim required treatment at an area hospital, Pawtucket 
Police said.

Jesus Baez, 35, of 29 Cooper St., Apt. 2 in Pawtucket, 
was charged with felony assault on person with severe im-
pairments and misdemeanor counts of domestic simple as-
sault and domestic disorderly conduct, according to police.

See FELONY, page A2

Impeachment inquiry crossroads: 
Keep going or is it time to vote?

By LISA MASCARO and 
MARY CLARE JALONICK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — They’ve heard enough. With stun-
ning testimony largely complete, the House, the Senate and 
the president are swiftly moving on to next steps in the his-
toric impeachment inquiry of Donald J. Trump.

“Frankly, I want a trial,” Trump declared Friday, and it 
looks like he’s going to get it.

Democratic House Intelligence Committee Chairman 
Adam Schiff’s staff and others are compiling the panel’s 
findings. By early December, the Judiciary Committee is 
expected to launch its own high-wire hearings to consider 
articles of impeachment and a formal recommendation of 
charges.

See TIMES, page A2

Washington Post photo by Jabin Botsford
President Trump speaks with Rep. Roger Williams, R-Texas, at the 
White House on Friday.



Davies
Continued from page A1
better attendance,” he said in 
an interview with The Times 
on Friday. “We were inspired 
by this because earlier this 
school year we had a fire drill 
that didn’t go so great. It was 
during an advisory period, stu-
dents were kind of scattered 
about the school, which caused 
more attendance issues.”

“We’ve brainstormed the 
app will create a database 
where each teacher will use 
their own cellphone and ad-
ministrators will have access, 
teachers can have input if they 
found a student or they’re 
missing a student. The admin-
istrators will look for pairs in 
the list of students, find a miss-
ing and a found. It’s as simple 
as that,” he said.

Regardless of whether Da-
vies Tech advances in the con-

test, Mazzone said he’s already 
planning on testing the app at 
Davies Tech during the current 
school year and rolling it out at 
other schools for the 2020-21 
school year.

“I think it’s extremely valu-
able to know who is actually 
missing and to have it be as 
effective and fast as possible, 
especially in an active shooter 
situation or a real fire, where 
you have to make sure ev-
eryone is out of the building 
and in a safe space,” he said. 
“Why not leverage the tech-
nology to do it in the best way 
possible?”

The team working with 
Mazzone consists of pre-en-
gineering juniors and seniors 
in the Women in Technology 
club at Davies.

From the 300 state finalists, 
the pool will be whittled down 
to 100 state winners, who will 
receive $15,000 in technol-
ogy and classroom materials 

as well as a video kit to help 
showcase their project. Twen-
ty national finalists will then 
be selected to travel to the 
pitch event next spring, where 
they will present their project 
to a panel of judges. Addition-
ally, for achieving national 
finalist status, schools will re-
ceive $50,000 in technology 
and classroom materials. Five 
national grand prize-winning 
schools will receive a trip to 
Washington, D.C. to present 
their projects to members of 
Congress and $100,000 in 
technology and classroom 
materials.

Public voting will also 
determine one “Community 
Choice” winner from the pool 
of 20 national finalists, who 
will be eligible to win an ad-
ditional $10,000 in Samsung 
technology.

“Since launching the Sam-
sung Solve for Tomorrow 
Contest a decade ago, we’ve 
seen students tackle some of 
the biggest issues facing their 
generation and this year is 
no different,” said Ann Woo, 
Senior Director of Corporate 
Citizenship at Samsung Elec-
tronics America. “From sui-
cide prevention to single-use 
plastic alternatives, teachers 
and students are stepping up 
to creatively address these im-
portant issues head-on.”

The students in Mazzone’s 
classroom are learning from 
the master, as he recently was 
honored as a Tech10 award 
recipient.

The Tech10 Awards hon-
or individuals and companies 
driving innovation, education, 
and growth. The program 
honors 10 men and women 
who’ve been innovators and 
champions in pioneering tech-
nology development in the 
state of Rhode Island.

This year’s Tech10 Awards 
continued to distinguish 

Rhode Island’s “brightest en-
trepreneurs and technology 
professionals as well as show-
casing organizations who are 
driving innovation across 
Rhode Island,” officials said.

Mazzone, a Davies Tech 
graduate from the Class of 
2008, returned to his alma 
mater three years ago after 
teaching for six years at Pona-
ganset High School in North 
Scituate. He said being named 
as one of Rhode Island’s top 
10 in technology was a “great 
honor.”

“I would describe it as one 
of my biggest accomplish-
ments because I love Rhode 
Island. It’s an honor to be one 
of the best in Rhode Island, to 
be recognized as a teacher and 
to represent my high school, 
which I love so much,” he 
said.

While Mazzone won the 
award for the hard work he’s 
put in – he’s presented at con-
ferences, he’s the president of 
the Rhode Island Computer 
Sciences Teachers Associa-
tion, and he’s creating a prod-
uct that allows teachers to do 
machine learning through apps 
– he also admits there’s a bit of 
luck involved.

“It’s a little bit of luck, be-
cause I ended up being into 
programming and comput-
er science at a time when it’s 
blowing up in Rhode Island,” 
he said. And when he looks 
to the future of technology in 
Rhode Island, he sees machine 
learning and artificial intelli-
gence as the next wave.

“That’s why I’m doing a 
tremendous amount of work 
with that currently,” he said. 
“Developing resources, help-
ing teachers to do machine 
learning and artificial intelli-
gence with their students, so 
they get exposure.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Times
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A vote by the full House could come by Christmas. A 
Senate trial would follow in 2020.

Congress’ impeachment inquiry, only the fourth in U.S. 
history, has stitched together what Democrats argue is a rela-
tively simple narrative, of the president leveraging the office 
for personal political gain, despite Republicans’ assertions 
that it’s complex, contradictory and unsupported by first-
hand testimony.

House Democrats may yet call additional witnesses first, 
notably John Bolton, Trump’s former national security advis-
er. But Senate Republicans are already looking ahead to their 
turn, the January trial that would follow House approval of 
impeachment charges.

Should they try to dispatch with such a trial in short order, 
which they may not have the votes to do, despite holding 53 
seats in the 100-member Senate. Or should they stretch it out, 
disrupting the Democrats’ presidential primaries under the 
assumption that it helps more than hurts the GOP and Trump.

At this point it seems very unlikely the 45th president will 
be removed from office. And he knows it.

“The Republican Party has never been more unified,” 
Trump declared on Friday, calling in to the appropriately 
named “Fox & Friends” to talk about his achievements for 
nearly an hour. The Democrats haven’t got anything to im-
peach him on, he claimed, and if the House proceeds their 
work will come crashing down in the Senate.

He wants that trial, he said.
It all stems from Trump’s July 25 phone call with Ukraine’s 

newly elected president. In it, Trump asked Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy for “a favor,” which involved investigating Democrat 
Joe Biden and a theory – debunked by U.S. intelligence – that 
Ukraine, not Russia, interfered in America’s 2016 election. 
In return, Democrats say, it was made clear to Zelenskiy by 
others that he would get a coveted Oval Office visit. And at 
the same time, Trump was holding up $400 million in mili-
tary aid the East European ally relies on to counter Russian 
aggression at its border.

For Democrats, it amounts to nothing short of a quid pro 
quo “bribery,” spelled out in the Constitution as grounds for 
impeachment. They say they don’t need Bolton or anyone 
else to further a case they contend was well established by 
the White House’s rough transcript of the phone call – the 
transcript Trump himself implores America to read.

“We Democrats are tired of a president who is willing 
to put his own personal interests above the Constitution,” 
said Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., a Judiciary Committee 
member. “I don’t think we should be waiting.”

Trump insists he did nothing wrong and Friday revived 
the Ukraine interference idea, which he relies on it to push in-
vestigations of Biden’s son Hunter, who served on the board 
of a gas company in Ukraine. Trump’s former security aide 
Fiona Hill warned Republicans in Thursday’s hearing that 
it’s a “false narrative “ dangerous for the U.S. and playing 
into Russia’s hands.

Now Trump ally Lindsey Graham, a senator from South 
Carolina, has asked the State Department for documents on 
the Bidens and Burisma, the gas company.

The Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman and other 
senators met with White 
House Counsel Pat Cipol-
lone as Republicans con-
sider Trump’s rebuttal to 
whatever impeachment ar-
ticles may arrive from the 
House.

Another GOP Sen. Ted 
Cruz said if the White 
House wants to call Hunter 
Biden as a witness or the 
anonymous government 
whistleblower who alerted 
Congress to concerns about 
the phone call, “I think they 
should be allowed to call 
them,” he said on “The Ben 
Shapiro Show.”

Despite Trump’s deni-
als, Democrat Schiff says 
the testimony in the hear-
ings has largely confirmed 
the accusations against the 
president.

“What have we learned 
through these depositions 
and through the testimo-
ny?” Schiff said as he gav-
eled the final session closed 
late Thursday. “So much of 
this is undisputed.”

Bolton hasn’t been 
questioned. Other testimo-
ny has him fuming at the 
White House over what 
he called the “drug deal” 
Trump’s team was “cook-
ing up” over Ukraine.
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Town of Cumberland Housing Authority

The Cumberland Housing Authority will hold a public 
hearing at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, January 7th, 2020.  The 
purpose of this hearing is for the public to comment on 
the Annual Plan for the Cumberland Housing Authority 
as instructed by the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.

The hearing will be held in the Community Room, located 
at One Mendon Road, Cumberland, RI 02864.
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LOTTERY NUMBERS
R.I. Daily 11/22

mid-day: 3-7-1-1
evening: 6-7-3-5

Mass. Daily 11/22
mid-day: 0-0-3-7
evening: 9-9-1-8

Wild Money 11/21
4-8-25-27-31
extra ball: 14

Power Ball 11/20
7-15-39-40-57
PB: 12; PP: 2

Felony
Continued from page A1

The victim, whose foot had been am-
putated and used a wheelchair, told police 
that he’s lived with Baez for three years 
but on Wednesday evening around 5:23 
p.m., Baez returned home intoxicated and 
belligerent, according to a police narra-
tive. Baez allegedly began screaming at 
the man, throwing him on the couch and 
knocking him back to the floor after he 
tried to stand, police said.

Once the victim was on the floor, Baez 
began allegedly punching him in the face 
and back of the head. He then allegedly 
threw the victim’s wheelchair across the 
room before once again mounting the 
victim and continuing to strike him, po-
lice said. Baez then allegedly attempted 
to choke the victim, who eventually was 
able to get away from Baez, exiting the 

residence and calling police.
During the alleged assault, Baez al-

legedly said “I’m going to kill you before 
police can get to you,” the man told police.

The victim complained of pain in the 
area of his head, face, and amputated foot. 
He was transported to Our Lady of Fatima 
Hospital in North Providence for treat-
ment, police said.

About an hour and 20 minutes after 
police responded to the initial incident, 
officers were advised of yet another dis-
turbance, this one on Lorraine Street, in 
which an intoxicated man was attempting 
to get into a caller’s vehicle. The man caus-
ing the disturbance was later identified by 
police as Baez and when police told him 
to stop fighting, he allegedly continued to 
throw punches at multiple people.

Baez was pushed against a nearby wall 
and ordered to put his hands behind his 
back. He attempted to pull away and con-
tinued to scream obscenities and threats, 

police said. He was eventually handcuffed 
after being taken to the ground.

While conducting a search of Baez, 
police found a large kitchen knife with an 
eight-inch blade in his pants, as well as 
scissors concealed in his sweatshirt pock-
et, police said.

Once at the police station, Baez al-
legedly began spitting blood at the officers 
after striking his face against a wall while 
resisting officers and attempting to head-
butt them, police said. He was transported 
to Roger Williams Hospital for treatment. 
After being released from the hospital and 
transported back to the police station, he 
continued to scream and ignore officers’ 
instructions, police said.

Baez was arraigned in Sixth District 
Court on Thursday. He’s due back in court 
on Feb. 27 for a pre-arraignment confer-
ence, according to the judiciary website.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter @J_
Bissonnette

Diner
Continued from page A1
Arena said, with Savage adding: “It’s 
something that we really all can be very 
proud of … It’s really very exciting.”

The hours of operation for the Miss 
Lorraine Diner are to be determined, but 
Arena told the council on Monday that it’s 
“not going to be late-night.”

“When I’m talking dinner, I’m maybe 
talking at most 9 o’clock or maybe even 

10 o’clock on a Friday or Saturday,” he 
said.

The cuisine, meanwhile, was described 
by Arena as traditional diner fare but “a 
little bit upscale” and with “a little twist.” 
Close to 20 people will be employed at 
the diner, which has a total capacity of 
112.

The diner’s approaching opening has 
“generated a lot of buzz in town,” said At-
Large Councilor Michael A. Araujo. “A 
lot of people are talking about it.”

Added At-Large Councilor Albert 

J. Vitali Jr.: “It’s pretty cool. For years, 
we’ve been driving up and down Mineral 
Spring Avenue, I’m sure like all my coun-
cil mates have, and we’ve always seen the 
plastic and it’s entombed in this thing and 
when you first brought it there, I was sit-
ting on the council and we were waiting 
for that day that the place was going to be 
opened up and finally it’s here.”

“Now you can go by and it’s pretty 
cool,” Vitali added.

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter @J_
Bissonnette

By KEN PARKS
Bloomberg

Uruguayans will elect their 
president Sunday with polls 
suggesting the center-right 
National Party is on course to 
end 15 years of left-wing rule 
in yet another power shift in 
Latin America.

Ex-senator Luis Lacalle 
Pou, the son of a former pres-
ident, is currently favorite to 
become Uruguay’s next leader. 
A career politician with almost 
two decades in Congress, and 
a failed bid for the presidency 
in 2014, Lacalle Pou has made 
restoring investor confidence 
via spending cuts a key policy 
proposal. Advisers to the op-
position candidate promise to 
reduce wasteful spending by 
$900 million in 2020 alone.

With incumbents struggling 
across Latin America, Uru-
guay’s shift to the right became 
clear in the general election on 
Oct. 27. A reinvigorated op-
position tapped into voter dis-
content over a stagnant econo-

my, rising unemployment and 
crime to end the ruling Broad 
Front’s control of Congress.

Uruguay’s economy hasn’t 
stopped growing since 2003, 
allowing the Broad Front to 
splurge on social programs, 
pensions and health care. 
However, fiscal largess has led 
to unsustainable deficits that 
not even repeated tax hikes 
have managed to plug.

While the Broad Front’s 
presidential candidate, Daniel 
Martinez, a former governor 
of Montevideo, beat Lacalle 
Pou in the first round of the 
presidential race on Oct. 27, 
other opposition candidates 
have since rallied round the 
National Party candidate, 
pushing him into the lead.

With Uruguay’s access to 
cheap credit threatened by an 
overall public sector deficit 
running close to 5% of GDP, 
Lacalle Pou has vowed to re-
store order to the nation’s fi-
nances.

Deficit fighting measures in 
other South American coun-

tries have triggered a backlash 
from powerful special interest 
groups and voters in recent 
months.

The social discontent 
sweeping the region has fil-
tered into Uruguay’s presiden-
tial campaign with Martinez 
warning voters that that an op-
position victory would mean 
years of “savage” austerity that 
could destabilize the country.

“Believing that shrinking 
the state can be done without 
a social cost for the majority 
is at the very least delusional. 
You know how this ends? Like 
in Argentina, Brazil; like what 
is happening in our beloved 
Latin America,” Martinez, 
62, told supporters in the clos-
ing speech of his campaign 
Wednesday.

Lacalle Pou, meanwhile, 
has told voters that the Broad 
Front’s policies have led to 
high taxes, rising unemploy-
ment and bankruptcies.

The opposition candidate 
doesn’t carry the ideological 
baggage of older Uruguay-

an politicians who came of 
age during the Cold War nor 
does he embrace their rigid, 
top down leadership style, ac-
cording to Pablo da Silveira, a 
member of Lacalle Pou’s inner 
circle who oversaw the draft-
ing of his policy proposals.

“He’s a team builder. He 
delegates a lot,” said Da Sil-
veira, who the candidate has 
tapped to be his education 
minister.

Born into the nation’s polit-
ical elite, Lacalle Pou makes 
no secret of his privileged 
background. But his affluent 
lifestyle – including a home 
in a gated community and a 
passion for surfing – hasn’t 
proven a political liability in a 
country largely skeptical of the 
trappings of wealth.

Just days after last month’s 
vote, he announced a five-par-
ty coalition spanning the cen-
ter left to the hard right that 
would give his presidency 17 
of the 30 seats in the Senate 
and 56 of the 99 seats in the 
lower house.

Another power shift looming in Latin 
America as Uruguay goes to the polls
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