
North Smithfield senior Jack Puccetti has 
been at the controls of one of the most 
prolific offenses in the state over the last 
two years. The senior quarterback is the 
Spumoni’s Italian Seafood Restaurant 
Times Athlete of the Week after guiding 
the Northmen-Mounties to their first 
Division IV Super Bowl title with a 21-
20 victory over Tiverton two Sundays 
ago. Puccetti scored a touchdown in the 
victory to avenge last season’s loss to the 
No. 2 Tigers in the Super Bowl.
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN  –  The much-needed revelation 
came to Matt Patenaude not long after Exeter/
West Greenwich/Prout co-op scored its first 
touchdown against his Davies Tech squad 
during a Division IV clash back on Oct. 5.

“We were kind of down (emotionally) after 
they scored, but then we responded; we came 
down and scored a touchdown right away,” 

stated Patenaude, the sophomore quarterback 
and lone Patriot to bring any high school grid 
experience to the infant program, at the time 
winless three time over.

“I felt at that very moment that we were 
a real football team, that we could play with 
them – with anybody. I felt we were legitimate 
… I also knew right then that my teammates 
had my back, and I had theirs.”

See BIGGER, page B3

Bigger than the final score

File photo
Davies quarterback Matt Patenaude, left, was one of a few kids who had football experience going into the Patriots’ maiden season. The 
Patriots went 0-9 against Division IV competition, but coach Henry Cabral said the squad learned plenty of valuable lessons.

Patriots enjoyed first season despite lack of success
“It happened so fast. I 
wish I was a freshman 
again. I’d love to keep 
playing because this 
experience – really, it’s 
been amazing.”
— Davies receiver T.J. Lach

File photo
Tom Brady and the New England Patriots can take 
a big  step toward clinching a first-round bye with a 
victory over the Kansas City Chiefs Sunday.

Improvement 
needed to 
beat Chiefs
New England needs to be 
better to start contest

By KYLE HIGHTOWER
Associated Press

FOXBORO — Issues on offense have been a 
recurring theme for the Patriots this season.

The saving grace has been a defense that put 
up historic numbers in guiding New England to 
an 8-0 start.

But for the second time in four games an oppo-
nent found a way to score points against that once 
imposing unit.

The latest setback, a 28-22 loss to Houston on 
Sunday, cost New England its place as the sole 
leader atop the AFC. It’s left the Patriots with 
much to clean up on both sides of the ball as they 
prepare to host Kansas City in a rematch of last 
season’s AFC championship game.

New England’s defense entered Sunday allowing 
a league-low 10.6 points per game and leading the 
NFL with 29 total takeaways. It had also allowed 
only four passing touchdowns through 11 games.

The Patriots (10-2) didn’t force a turnover on 
Sunday, while the Texans accounted for four pass-
ing scores. The passing TDs were the most that 
New England has given up since it surrendered 
three in a Week 14 loss at Miami last season.

Meanwhile, the Patriots are going through 
their roughest stretch this season on offense.

The Jets, Dolphins, Broncos rank in the bottom 
five in points per game in 2019 but are all averag-
ing more points than New England (18 ppg) since 
the start of November. Quarterback Tom Brady’s 
88.2 passer rating is his lowest since 2013.

The Patriots remain in first place in the AFC 
East and are tied with Baltimore for the confer-
ence’s best record. 

See PATRIOTS, page B2

GIRLS BASKETBALL

READY FOR WINTER SEASON

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
North Smithfield girls basketball coach Arianna Stanton, right, instructs her team during Tues-
day night’s practice. Turn to page B7 to see more photos of the talented Northmen, who hope 
to build on last season’s trip to the Division III quarterfinals. 
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Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way

If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are 
welcome to receive FREE photo reproductions of the Pic of the 
Day. Call Diane Ames at 401-767- 8500 to request your Pic of 
the Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” and two 5”x7” 
photos as a free gift from Navigant Credit Union.
Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.

Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of
$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”

11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00
Please leave your order quantities and contact information when 
you call. You will be called when your order will be ready for pick 
up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

Pic of the Day November 14, 2019 - Shea senior wide receiver 
Malik Jackson (4) is on the run for this second 

quarter touchdown against East Providence at Max 
Read Field Thursday night. Ernest A. Brown photo

Bigger
Continued from page B1

His favorite receiver, senior 
quad-captain T.J. Lach, later ex-
plained the Patriots eventually 
dropped a heartbreaking 19-16 
decision to the Scarlet Knights, 
but then he sat back in his chair 
in a hallway adjacent to the Patri-
ots’ heralded Gaskin Alumni Hall, 
cocked his head and pondered for 
a moment.

“You know, it’s crazy, but I nev-
er thought we’d have a football 
team, and now our season is over,” 
he said. “It happened so fast. I wish 
I was a freshman again. I’d love to 
keep playing because this experi-
ence – really, it’s been amazing!”

The powers that be at Davies 
had talked about and tried for de-
cades to bring a grid squad to its 
Breakneck Hill Road campus, but 
– each time – it failed. Last year, 
new Athletic Director Bob Morris 
brought up the subject again, this 
time to School Director Adam Fly-
nn, and the two started spinning 
the “idea wheel.”

Do we have enough interest? 
Can we finance such a program? 
Where would we practice? What 
do we use for a home field? Who 
will make up the coaching staff?

They solved each conundrum, 
courtesy of virtual unanimous sup-
port, and the first campaign started 
with tremendous success. Sure, the 
Pats dropped a tight 9-0 loss to Sci-
tuate in their jam-packed opener at 
Pariseau Field, and – yes – it fin-
ished winless (0-9 overall).

Lach, however, feels coach 
Henry Cabral and his staff man-
aged to turn a ragtag bunch of foot-
ball newbies and wannabes into a 
relatively competent squad.

Some opposing teams may have 
laughed at the Patriots’ ignorance 
and naiveté on the grid early on, yet 
Cabral believes his club gained re-
spect from most down the stretch.

“We may have not won a game 
this year, but it wasn’t for a lack 
of effort, practice time or not be-
ing ready; it was a simple lack of 
experience,” Cabral insisted after 
Davies’ recent post-season meet-
ing inside the gym. “That was the 
key. Of the 41 players we had on 
our team, only one (Patenaude) 
had any high school experience. 
Most of them hadn’t even played 
youth football, just backyard stuff.

“But the things they did beyond 
football? I’m so proud of each and 
every one of them. There were 
kids who had been getting margin-
al grades, but they were able to get 
them up, and I think football had a 
lot to do with it.

“The thing about Davies, you 
need to pass all of your classes if 
you want to compete in athletics. 
We have stiffer requirements than 
the Interscholastic League, so if 
they don’t (make the grade), you 
have to go through what’s known 
as Academic Recovery.

“These kids have become com-
mitted to being better students in 
the classroom, and that commit-
ment in the classroom is going to 
transfer to the field,” he continued. 
“I’m telling you, I can see it start-
ing … We had 18 kids who regis-
tered a GPA of 3.0 or better and 22 
above a 2.9. As for the numbers (of 
players), we started in the 30s back 
in August, and got up to 50 at one 
point, then finished with 41, so I’m 
very pleased with that.”

He admitted his main disap-
pointment stemmed from the fact 
the Pats failed to bring a win to the 
school. Naturally, Lach agreed.

“We would’ve loved that; we 
wanted it so badly,” he grinned, 
“but some things are more import-

ant than that. If one thing surprised 
me more than anything else, it was 
the commitment, the time it took to 
try to get better as a team, as a unit, 
every single day.

“The other teams, they had all 
those seasons of experience be-
hind them; they had their programs 
down pat, and they were already in 
the weight room,” he added. “We 
were still getting kids to sign up in 
the spring.

“The camaraderie among the 
guys, that was phenomenal. Some 
of them I never expected to be 
friends with; I mean, before foot-
ball, I’d pass them in the hall and 
we wouldn’t even say ‘Hi.’ Now, 
we’ll talk about the last game or the 
next one, joke around. Now we’re 
a family, and it’s because of all that 
shared experience.

“All of those games, all of those 
practices, all of that commitment, 
it brought us closer together. We, 
I don’t know, we made memories 
together, and I’ll never forget that 
… As for not winning a game, that 
hurts. I think we could’ve won a 
few games if not for some small, or 
big, errors. I think mental laziness 
had something to do with it, a lack 
of focus, but we still got so much 
out of it.”

**

During this season, the Patriots 
lost only two games by single dig-
its – the opener against Scituate on, 
believe it or not, Friday, Sept. 13 
(9-0) and the fourth, mighty close 
tilt opposite EWG/Prout.

They also were outscored, 321-

82, for the entire year, and 219-50 
in their final five.

When asked his worst moment 
of the campaign, Cabral laughed 
and admitted, “Looking at the 
scoreboard several times, seeing 
the score and not seeing the clock 
ticking away.”

His favorite: That’s easy.
“One of them was the first game 

of the year, seeing so many people 
pack the stands, so many alumni on 
hand,” he said. “I knew we’d get 
support from some graduates who 
always wished we had a program, 
but that many? It was incredible. 
We got so much support.”

Another came from his team’s 
devotion to what coaches love to 
call “the process,” which can be 
tedious.

“Out of those 41 kids, none were 
missing practice for crazy reasons; 
if a kid had a doctor’s appointment 
or work or co-op obligations, of 
course, we’d give excused absenc-
es,” he noted. “They were vested in 
the team and showed up.

“I think they have a lot of pride 
in this school, and it showed not 
only from the players but others. 
We didn’t win but we had a lot of 
fans at our games; we had cheer-
leaders. There was some great spir-
it being created by Davies finally 
having a football team, and the 
alumni support was phenomenal.”

Despite the winless record, 
Cabral insisted he witnessed sever-
al individual victories. Lach led the 
club with 37 catches for 507 yards 
and three touchdowns, not to men-
tion four two-point conversion re-
ceptions, while Patenaude complet-

ed 60 of 131 aerials for 770 yards 
and five scores (and nine intercep-
tions), but he added 59 keepers for 
346 yards and two paydirts.

Defensively, he made 60 tackles 
and two picks.

There nevertheless were plen-
ty of others, like senior Temiola 
Matanmi, who played a variety of 
positions for Cabral, including de-
fensive tackle and end, offensive 
tackle and even tight end.

“He improved leaps and 
bounds,” Cabral stated of Matanmi, 
who manufactured 27 tackles, four 
sacks and two fumble recoveries on 
the defensive front. “I mean, Temi 
didn’t go on the field much at all 
the first two games because, on two 
separate occasions, his mistakes 
forced us to call timeouts.

“But that same kid, one who had 
never played the game before – I 
don’t even think sandlot, became 
a legitimate three-way starter (in-
cluding special teams) and never 
left the field. He started out as a 
nose guard and defensive end, then 
we tried him at tight end, and he 
made four or five catches on the 
season. Toward the end of the year, 
we had some injuries and I had to 
move him to O-tackle.

“You know what he said? ‘No 
problem, Coach! Whatever’s best 
for the team,’” he continued, grin-
ning. “He was great, plus he’s 
ranked 11th in our senior class 
(with a first-quarter GPA of 3.69 
and over 4.0 for his career); I want 
to nominate him for the Providence 
Gridiron Club’s Golden Dozen (ac-
colade).”

Lach not surprisingly earned 

Team MVP honor, but Cabral 
awarded the Most Improved Player 
laurel to junior receiver Baboucarr 
Jarju.

“If you could have seen him on 
the first day of practice, he had no 
idea what he was doing; in fact, 
he had his shoulder pads on back-
wards, and had no knowledge of 
football itself,” Cabral explained. 
“But from Day One to the last 
game of the season, the improve-
ment was remarkable. He started to 
get it, as far as how and when to run 
the patterns.

“By the end of the year, he could 
cut his splits on patterns; say he 
wanted to work the outside of the 
field, for a fade when we first start-
ed, he wouldn’t even no where to 
line up. As time went on, he was 
lining up on his own and running 
beautiful tight patterns without 
being told. That’s why he was the 
team consensus for Most Improved 
Player. It wasn’t the coaching staff.

“Baboucarr became a viable 
threat and a very nice complement 
to T.J. at receiver. He’s only going 
to improve next year. That kid is 
going to be something special, I 
can promise you.”

Still another was sophomore 
center Gianni Loredo.

“I think I got better a pretty good 
amount, especially at my tech-
nique; I was making better snaps 
out of the shotgun,” said Loredo, 
obviously in the mood for self-anal-
ysis. “I knew I started really rough, 
like rolling the ball back to Matt or 
(launching) it way over his head, 
but I have to say the coaches were 
pretty patient with me.

“Since the season ended, I’ve 
been working on my centering 
drills with my father in our (Lin-
coln) backyard. I want to improve 
so I can be that much better next 
year. I feel like I’ve got so much to 
prove because I’m a small lineman, 
but I also want to be at my best for 
our team. I wish it started again 
next week.”

Like most of the guys, junior 
fullback/defensive lineman Luis 
Barrios had never played a down of 
high school ball, so he was stunned 
at the work it took for two-three 
hours a day, five or six days a week 
(depending on schedule).

“If anything surprised me most, 
it was the dedication; we had a 
lot of kids who had never played 
competitively before, but they 
stuck with it,” he mentioned. “I 
thought after we kept losing that, 
any day now, some guys were go-
ing to quit because they weren’t 
playing, weren’t getting in, but 
they didn’t.

“Most of the kids I now consid-
er brothers; we went through every 
single minute together,” he contin-
ued. “We battled and lost together. 
We went through so much.”

Barrios, however, has one gold-
en moment that he claims he’ll nev-
er forget until the day he’s gone.

“Oh, that is so easy,” he laughed. 
“In our last game against Tiverton 
(an eventual 55-14 loss), our of-
fense took it to the one-yard line, 
and I thought I was going to get 
the ball, but Coach (Cabral) called 
for a quarterback sneak and Matt 
scored. I was so bummed.

“Later on, we were driving, and 
I remember Coach called for a full-
back dive, and that was me,” he 
added. “I ended up going 45 yards 
right down the middle of the field 
and scored the touchdown! That 
was amazing! I couldn’t believe it. I 
actually spiked the football (which 
is illegal in high school ball), and 
the referee gave me a warning.

“He said, ‘Hey, No. 12, watch 
it!’ I thought I was going to get a 
penalty; thank God I didn’t. Coach 
would have been mad.”

File photo
Davies senior Jayron Diaz, above, is one of a number of kids who wish they had more eligibility after competing for the 
Patriots in their first season in the RIIL. The Patriots dropped all nine Division IV contests. 
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