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WOONSOCKET

The Blackstone Valley Tourism Council’s Polar Ex-
press Train Ride is sold out and taking families 
North now until Dec. 19.

This year’s event is accompanied with a preluding 
10-minute show based on an official Warner Brothers 
script with an additional song written by The Voice’s Em-
ily Luther and Mount Saint Charles Academy Creative 
Director John Guevremont, according to Luther.

The train ride was canceled last year due to the pan-
demic, and Head of the Blackstone Valley Tourism Coun-
cil who plays the train conductor Bob Billington wanted 
to find “new ways to entertain people” for the event’s re-
turn, according to Luther.

Billington proposed the script to Luther and Guever-
mont who were given the “creative freedom” to produce 
the music, according to Luther.

The show is performed by 14 academy students in 
a rotation of approximately three to four students each 
staging, Luther said.

She said the performance presented itself as a “great 
professional gig for” the students as this was the first time 
since 2019 they were able to act in front of a live audi-
ence, adding the performances have been going “really 
well.”

Billington said, “The little ones really like the show,” 
adding how they’ll all crowd at the front row to watch the 
performance.

Each staging takes place 30 minutes before families 
are set to board the train. The stage is located inside of a 
tent outside of the depot.

Inside, giant ornaments hang from its roof and small 
desks are lined up for pre-boarding letter writing to San-
ta Claus for the children. A concession stand and official 
Polar Express gift shop are also stationed inside.

Inside and outside the tent customers will find photo 
opportunities with staff dressed as characters from the 
book and custom-made themed backdrops.

Approximately 15 minutes before departure, “all 
aboard” rings out the speakers and into the crowd. Families 
shuffle aboard as artificial snow is blown through the air.

See EXPRESS, page A3

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Passengers board the 4 p.m. Blackstone Valley Polar Express Train on its first trip of this holiday season.

BACK ON TRACK
Blackstone Valley Tourism Council Polar Express is a sell-out success

Makena Ubele, 8, of Hudson, New Hamphshire, writes a letter to 
Santa and proudly shows it before boarding the first Blackstone Val-
ley Polar Express.

Passengers wave as the Blackstone Valley Polar Express leaves on 
its maiden trip of this holiday season from Woonsocket Depot.

Senate leader 
Bob Dole dies

City man charged with sex 
assault of children

By JOHN HANNA and 
CALVIN WOODWARD

Associated Press

TOPEKA, Kan. — Bob 
Dole, who overcame dis-
abling war wounds to become 
a sharp-tongued Senate leader 
from Kansas, a Republican 
presidential candidate and 
then a symbol and celebrant  
of his dwindling generation 
of World War II veterans, died 
Sunday. He was 98. 

His wife, Elizabeth Dole, 
said in an announcement 
posted on social media that he 
died in his sleep.

Dole announced in Febru-
ary 2021 that he’d been diag-
nosed with stage 4 lung can-
cer. During his 36-year career 
on Capitol Hill, Dole became 
one of the most influential 
legislators and party leaders 
in the Senate, combining a 
talent for compromise with 
a caustic wit, which he often 
turned on himself but didn’t 
hesitate to turn on others, too. 

He shaped tax policy, 
foreign policy, farm and nu-
trition programs and rights 
for the disabled, enshrining 
protections against discrimi-
nation in employment, educa-

tion and public services in the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act.

Today’s accessible gov-
ernment offices and national 
parks, sidewalk ramps and 
the sign-language interpret-
ers at official local events are 
just some of the more visible 
hallmarks of his legacy  and 
that of the fellow lawmakers 
he rounded up for that sweep-
ing civil rights legislation 30 
years ago.

Dole devoted his later 
years to the cause of wound-
ed veterans, their fallen com-
rades at Arlington National 
Cemetery and remembrance 
of the fading generation of 
World War II vets.

Thousands of old soldiers 
massed on the National Mall 
in 2004 for what Dole, speak-
ing at the dedication of the 
World War II Memorial there, 
called “our final reunion.” 
He’d been a driving force in 
its creation.

“Our ranks have dwin-
dled,” he said then. “Yet if 
we gather in the twilight it is 
brightened by the knowledge 
that we have kept faith with 

See DOLE, page A2

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – A man 
was arrested Tuesday after-
noon on felony counts of first 
– and second-degree child 
molestation/sexual assault.

Patrick W. Moody, 30, of 
435 Walcott St. (Apt. 3), Paw-
tucket, now faces jail time, as 
a Sixth District Court judge 
set his surety bail at $50,000 
for the first-degree count and 
$10,000 for the second-de-
gree charge just after 3:15 
p.m., Tuesday.

The judge also issued the 
suspect a no-contact order 
with his victim or any minor 
children.

It’s unknown when the 
crimes occurred, but police 
listed the location as a South 
Bend Street apartment, which 

is not far from Moody’s ad-
dress.

At 2:48 p.m., Tuesday, Of-
ficers Matthew Levasseur and 
Evan Della Torre joined Dets. 
Keith Shillan and Michael 
Dolan at 435 Walcott St. in 
an attempt to pick up Moody, 
who was wanted on the two 
crimes. They made contact 
with the suspect, handcuffed 
him and transported him to 
headquarters for processing.

“It should be noted that 
throughout my interaction 
with Moody, he asked me 
several times to shut his 
phone off,” wrote Levasseur 
in his report. “While asking 
me, I observed Moody to be 
speaking nervously, which I 
found odd, specifically when 
making requests of the phone. 
This information was relayed 
to Det. Shillan.”

Redistricting commission seeks input on plans 
PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) — 

The commission to redraw political 
districts in Rhode Island is seeking 
public input on its initial plans for 
the layout of the General Assembly 
districts.

The Special Legislative Commis-
sion on Reapportionment has sched-
uled hearings around the state to 

present the plans. The first is sched-
uled for 6 p.m. Monday in the au-
ditorium of Smithfield High School 
in Smithfield. Masks are required 
inside the building. 

There will be a presentation and 
discussion about whether prisoners 
should be counted at their home ad-
dresses rather than their prison ad-

dresses for census and redistricting 
purposes. The agenda also includes 
an explanation of the drawing pro-
cess, the presentation of initial alter-
native plans for House and Senate 
districts and an explanation of the 
remaining timeline for the reappor-
tionment process. Public comment 
will be accepted.

The commission is charged with 
drafting and reporting to the Gener-
al Assembly on how the legislative 
and congressional districts should be 
reapportioned. The state constitution 
mandates redistricting for the Gen-
eral Assembly districts and the two 
congressional districts after each 10-
year census. 

Celtics 
blow out 
Blazers

SPORTS, B1

Tatum, Schroder 
each score 31 in 
road win
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NFL

By JOHN WAWROW
Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y.  — 
Dane Jackson pays little heed 
to questions of what challenges 
he faces in preparing to replace 
Tre’Davious White in the Buffa-
lo Bills secondary.

The second-year cornerback 
need only point to his left arm, 
where the initials D, D, D, R 
are tattooed in honor of four late 
childhood friends. He does it to 
show the emotional pain he’s 
overcome in having gained this 
opportunity, knowing he could 
have wound up like them had 
Jackson chose a different path, 
and how important it is to not let 
them down in memory. 

For Jackson to fail on Monday 

night, when the Bills (7-4) host 
the New England Patriots (8-4) 
with first place in the AFC East 
on the line, would also personal-
ly represent him failing De’Von 
and Diondre Dozier, Domanek 
Cabbagestalk and Ricky Giles, 
who were among his biggest 
football backers growing up in 
Pittsburgh’s Greenway projects.

The Dozier brothers and Cab-
bagestalk were shot and killed, 
and Giles died in a car crash 
while being chased by police 
over a four-year period spanning 
Jackson’s senior year in high 

school to his junior year at Pitt.
“I faced a lot of adversity, 

so this is nothing different. You 
have to be strong-minded and 
deal with anything that comes 
your way,” he said. 

“I lost four of my closest 
friends back to back to back to 
back. At some point, some peo-
ple may want to give up,” he 
added. “But that just made me 
push harder, and made me want 
to see myself succeed more. So 
I just use that as fuel to the fire.”

See JACKSON, page B3

By JOHN WAWROW
Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — 
Bills safety Jordan Poyer can 
appreciate the message coach 
Sean McDermott is attempting 
to send in publicly referring to 
Buffalo’s next opponent as “the 
first-place New England Patri-
ots.”

Subtle or not, McDermott 
just might be reminding the 
inconsistent Bills where they 
were a year ago, where they’re 
not today, and what’s at stake 
Monday night, when Buffalo 
(7-4) hosts New England (8-
4) with — guess what? — first 
place in the AFC East on the 
line.

“Yeah, it definitely gives 
you a little bit of motivation,” 
Poyer said, before refusing to 
say whether the coach made 
similar references during team 
meetings. 

“I think you guys are trying 
to get too much into the locker 
room now. I think I’m going to 
keep that to myself,” Poyer said.

What’s not a secret is a year 
after sweeping the Patriots and 
running away with their first 
division title in 25 years, the 
Bills find themselves in the all-
too familiar position of look-
ing up at New England in the 
standings come December. It’s 
a place Buffalo became very 
accustomed to from 2001 to 
2019, when quarterback Tom 
Brady and coach Bill Belichick 
essentially ruled the division 
and went 34-4 against the Bills.

Brady might have left for 
Tampa Bay in 2020, but Be-
lichick remains, and is again 
proving how the combination 
of a steady offense, this time 
under rookie Mac Jones, and 
an opportunistic defense is a 
formula for success. 

See EAST, page B3

Patriots can take control of AFC East
N. ENGLAND (8-4) at BUFFALO (7-4)
Tonight, 8:15 p.m. EST, ESPN & ESPN2
BETTING LINE: New England by 2 1/2, according to  Fan-
Duel SportsBook.
AGAINST THE SPREAD: New England 8-4; Buffalo 7-4.
SERIES RECORD: Patriots lead 76-45-1.
LAST MEETING: Bills beat Patriots 38-9 on Dec. 28, 2020 
at New England.
LAST WEEK: Patriots beat Titans 36-13; Bills beat Saints 
31-6.
PATRIOTS OFFENSE: OVERALL (14), RUSH (12), PASS 
(14), SCORING (7).
PATRIOTS DEFENSE: OVERALL (4), RUSH (20), PASS 
(3), SCORING (1).
BILLS OFFENSE: OVERALL (5), RUSH (11), PASS (7), 
SCORING (2)
BILLS DEFENSE: OVERALL (1), RUSH (6), PASS (2), 
SCORING (2)
TURNOVER DIFFERENTIAL: Patriots plus-10, Bills plus-9.
PATRIOTS PLAYER TO WATCH: QB Mac Jones. He enters 
Monday leading rookie quarterbacks with 2,850 passing 
yards and 16 touchdowns. He’s also completed 70% of his 
attempts in eight of his first 12 starts. He can tie Dallas QB 
Dak Prescott’s record of nine such games this week. With 
a victory he’ll also join Prescott (2016) and Ben Roethlis-
berger (2004 with Pittsburgh) as the only rookie quarter-
backs to win each of his first six road games. 
BILLS PLAYER TO WATCH: CB Dane Jackson. The sec-
ond-year player prepares to make his third career start in 
replacing Tre’Davious White, who sustained a season-end-
ing injury to his left knee against New Orleans. White tradi-
tionally covers opponents’ top receiving threats.
KEY MATCHUP: Patriots CB J.C. Jackson vs. Bills QB 
Josh Allen. Jackson ranks second in the NFL with seven 
interceptions, with four coming in his past four games. Al-
len, meantime, has thrown seven interceptions in his past 
four outings. Allen’s 10 interceptions this season already 
match his total from last year.
KEY INJURIES: Patriots S Kyle Dugger, who leads the team 
with 75 tackles, was added to the reserve/COVID-19 list 
Dec. 1 and could be unavailable. LB Jamie Collins could 
be active for the first time in three games. He returned to 
practice Wednesday after spending the past three weeks 
on injured reserve with an ankle issue. ... Aside from losing 
White to a season-ending knee injury, the Bills are get-
ting healthier. Starting DT Star Lotulelei and starting RT 
Spencer Brown returned to practice this week after being 
cleared from the reserve/COVID-19 list. G Jon Feliciano 
is also eligible to return after missing four games with a 
calf injury. 
SERIES NOTES: The Bills last year swept the season-se-
ries against the Patriots for the first time since 1999. From 
2000 to 2019, New England had a 35-5 record against 
Buffalo. ... The Bills haven’t swept the Pats in consecutive 
seasons since doing so in 1992 and ‘93. ... The Patriots’ 
76 wins (including one postseason) are their most against 
one opponent. 
STATS AND STUFF: The Patriots had an 11-year run of win-
ning the AFC East end last year, when they finished third, 
and Buffalo claimed its first division title since 1995. ... New 
England has won six straight, the team’s best streak since 
opening the 2019 season 8-0. The Patriots have won six or 
more in a row 15 times since 2001, which marks the most in 
the NFL over that span. Green Bay is second in that catego-
ry with eight runs of six or more wins. ... The Patriots are 5-0 
on the road this season, and have finished undefeated on 
the road twice in franchise history (2007 and 2016). … New 
England’s defense enters the week allowing a league-low 
15.8 points per game. Since 2001, the Patriots have allowed 
20 points per game or fewer 13 times, tied for the second 
most in the NFL over that span. … The Patriots lead the 
NFL with 19 interceptions. They also have returned three 
of them for touchdowns, tied with Dallas for the league 
lead. The Patriots have four takeaways in each of their past 
two games. … RB Damien Harris leads the Patriots with 
a career-high eight rushing TDs. He has three 100-yard 
rushing games. … TE Hunter Henry has seven touchdown 
receptions and needs one more to match the eight he had 
as a rookie with the Chargers in 2016. Rob Gronkowski 
is the only Patriots tight end to reach 10 TD receptions 
in a season. … WR Kendrick Bourne has 42 catches for 
623 yards and five TDs. He needs eight more receptions 
and 45 more yards to set single-season personal highs in 
both categories. … LB Matt Judon has a team-leading 11 
1/2 sacks. With his next sack he’ll join Chandler Jones 
(12 1/2 in 2015) and Mike Vrabel (12 1/2 in 2007) for the 
most sacks in a season by a player under Bill Belichick. 
… K Nick Folk enters the week with an NFL-leading 31 
field goals. Since the 1970 merger, the Patriots have had 
a player finish first in the NFL in field goals five times. Ste-
phen Gostkowski was the last in 2014. ... The Bills haven’t 
won consecutive games since winning four in a row with 
a 38-20 victory at Kansas City on Oct. 10. ... Allen has 
eight TDs and eight turnovers (seven interceptions, one 
lost fumble) in his past four outings. 

Buffalo sits 
behind Pats 
going into 
showdown

File photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartwors
The top two defenses in the NFL meet tonight in Buffalo with the AFC East lead on the line. Matthew Judon (9), Ja’Whaun 
Bentley (8) and the top-ranked Patriots defense contends with the second-ranked Buffalo Bills defense tonight.

File photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartwors
Kendrick Bourne, above, and the New England Patriot receivers won’t have to deal with All-
Pro Tre’Davious White tonight, but talented Dane Jackson will start for Buffalo.

NBA

Celtics start fast in rout of rudderless Blazers

By ERIK GARCÍA GUNDERSEN 
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore.  — Jayson Tatum and 
Dennis Schroder scored 31 points apiece and 
the Boston Celtics rode a sizzling start to a 
145-117 victory over the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers on Saturday night. 

Enes Freedom grabbed 15 rebounds off 
the bench for the Celtics, who made 14 of 
their first 15 shots and built a 21-point, first-
half lead. 

Coach Ime Udoka believes Tatum’s recent 
success has been the product of attacking 
the basket. Tatum scored 37 on Friday night 
against Utah as well. 

“He’s had some success driving to the 
basket and getting to the free throw line,” 
Udoka said. “That’s been encouraging him 
to drive more and not settle as much. With 
some of their guys out, we felt we could at-

tack some mismatches and get to the basket 
without a ton of rim protection and he did 
that very well.”

CJ McCollum scored 24 points for the 
Trail Blazers. 

Portland chipped away behind its bench 
before Boston took a 64-58 lead into half-
time. 

“I’ve never seen a team that needs its 
bench to inspire its starters,” Portland coach 
Chauncey Billups said. “It should be the oth-
er way around.” 

Boston took control in the second half 

with a good start to the third quarter. The 
Celtics pushed their lead to as high as 26 
before Portland pulled its starters with 5:51 
remaining. 

The Celtics continued to pour it on. For-
mer Oregon star Payton Prichard scored 16 
points in the final six minutes, sending the 
Celtics bench into a frenzy. The bench was 
called for a taunting technical for celebrating 
Prichard’s 3-pointer to put Boston up 145-
114. 

See CELTICS, page B6

Tatum, Schroder each 
score 31 in road win

Jackson asked to replace White
“I faced a lot of adversity, so this is nothing 
different. You have to be strong-minded and 
deal with anything that comes your way.” 

— Dane Jackson

Patriots 
can take 
control

SPORTS, B1

New England has 
chance to grab sole 

lead in AFC East
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The train ride lasts approx-
imately 90 minutes, which 
includes its typical reading 
of Chris Van Allsburg’s Po-
lar Express book along with 
sing-alongs and games.

The train makes its way to 
the “North Pole” where a live 
dance performance by The 
Dance Step as elves takes 
place. Children also receive 
the “first gift of Christmas” – 
a silver sleigh bell.

Upon arrival back in 
Woonsocket, customers have 
the option of heading inside 
the depot where another gift 
shop is stationed as well as 
photo opportunities with San-
ta Claus.

Billington said he is 
“thrilled” to have the event 
back up and running, adding 
how the staff of the tourism 
council talk about the event 
“every day.”

He said this year the coun-
cil faced challenges of ship-
ping supplies from overseas, 
but said that did not deter 
the council’s desire to “come 
back strong.”

The council decided to put 
tickets on sale earlier than 
usual this year to get a feel of 
the community’s eagerness to 
board the train once more, ac-
cording to Billington.

He said the event had two 
main intentions this year – 
safety and “a great trip.”

In addition to required 
masking for both custom-
ers and staff, sterilizing and 
ventilating the train, and 
pre-packing the goods, the 
council also partnered with 
the Health Careers Depart-
ment at William M. Davies, 
Jr. Career and Technical High 
School, according to Billing-
ton

Lynn Thibeault, Health 
Careers instructor and reg-
istered nurse, has arranged 
for some of her students to 
participate in the event as 
COVID-19 Safety Officers, 
according to Billington.

Students will accompa-
ny the train ride passing out 
masks and informing families 
on the best safety precautions, 
according to Billington.

He said he is thankful for 
the collaboration between 
the council, Davies Career 
and Technical School, Mount 

Saint Charles Academy, as 
well as The Dance Step.

Billington emphasized 
how supportive the city has 
been throughout the devel-
opment of the event as well 
as how generous the owners 
of the depot are to allow the 
council to take over it from 
October to December.

He added that developing 
these partnerships helps “put 
our roots into the community 
– expanding our reach.

“No one walks away dis-
appointed,” Billington said of 
the event.

The event welcomes both 
new and returning customers, 
with some families having at-
tended the event for years.

Amy Schliecher, a Norton, 

Massachusetts resident, was 
accompanied by her husband 
Kevin and their two children 
Aiden, 9, and Avery, 7.

Schliecher said it was the 
family’s fourth time attending 
the Polar Express Train Ride.

She added it’s a “nice event 
to get ready for Christmas.

“They do a nice job with 
this event,” she said, pointing 
out the timing of everything.

“It’s way overpriced, but 
we still come back anyways,” 
Schliecher said, laughing.

Amanda Lande, a Milbury, 
Massachusetts resident, was 
accompanied by her husband 
Andy and their two children 
Chase, 6, and Alaina, 4.

Lande said it was their sec-
ond time attending the event.

“The kids loved it – mostly 
the hot chocolate,” she said.

Lande said she is “excited 
to see how happy our kids 
are,” adding it’s a “good hol-
iday event to get into the sea-
son for the kids.”

Stephanie Toch, a Holden, 
Massachusetts resident, was 
accompanied by her husband 
Malik Strickland and their 
two children Nasir, 4 months, 
and Naya, 3, as well as other 
family.

Toch said they joined their 
family in attending for the 
first time because her nephew 
loves trains.

Strickland said they were 
“really excited” to see how 
the event turned out.

Chris Chutkowski, a Lud-

low, Massachusetts resident, 
was accompanied by his wife 
Lina and their two children 
Alex, 7, and Kristiana, 10.

Chutkowski said they were 
attending for the first time and 
that it went “great,” adding 
how there is “no downtime,” 
which makes it more enticing.

Yeu Khan, accompanied 
by her husband Peter and 
their two children Alexander, 
7, and Wyatt, 4, made up the 
end of the line to see Santa 
Claus.

Alexander said his favor-
ite part of the ride was the hot 
chocolate, while Wyatt said 
his favorite part was the train.

Alexander added, “My fa-
vorite part about Christmas is 
my family.”

Passengers board the Blackstone Valley Express.

The Blackstone Valley Polar Express leaves Woonsocket Depot 
on its first run of this holiday season on Nov. 20.

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
Mount Saint Charles drama department students, from left, Gia Conti, 14, Ella Paquette, 16, Jake Smolan, 13, and Amanda Proia, 14, 
perform the Polar Express Story for passengers.

Woonsocket school to 
close for Covid protocols

By RUSS OLIVO
rolivo@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET – The 
Woonsocket Middle School 
Villa Nova building will be 
closed this week after a per-
son who was in close contact 
with multiple students in dif-
ferent classrooms over a two-
day period later tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

Principal Kim Luca made 
the announcement on the 
Woonsocket Education De-
partment’s Facebook page 
Saturday that the student 
body will switch to distance 
learning today through Fri-
day.

Luca said school officials 
were notified last Friday 
that a person in the build-
ing had tested positive for 
COVID-19. That individu-
al had been in close contact 
with students last Wednesday 
and Thursday.

“The district has been 
working closely with the 
nurses to determine who 
had close contact with the 
person who tested positive,” 
Luca said. “Due to the high 
number of classrooms and 
students affected by this 
COVID+ case, the decision 
has been made for the en-
tire Villa Novan building to 
switch to distance learning 
for the upcoming week.”

The Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Health requires a 
quarantine for students who 
come within six feet of an 
infected individual, with or 
without a mask, for at least 
15 minutes.

Ironically, the shutdown 
comes just days after Gov. 
Dan McKee announced the 
expansion of the Test-to-
Stay program for schools, 

or TTS, which is designed 
to minimize disruptions 
in live-classroom learning 
when students or staff test 
positive for COVID-19. Un-
der TTS, a student can remain 
in school after close contact 
with an individual who tests 
positive as long as the child 
is tested for COVID-19 for 
seven days in a row and all 
the tests are negative.

After a trial run in Wester-
ly public schools, where of-
ficials estimate it saved 315 
days of classroom learning, 
McKee announced on Dec. 
1 that all school districts may 
now apply to the Rhode Is-
land Department of Educa-
tion for permission to adopt 
TTS.

The shutdown dovetails 
with a general uptick in the 
state’s COVID-19 infection 
rate, as well as the spread 
of the new Omicron variant. 
Since it was first detected in 
South Africa less than two 
weeks ago, Omicron has 
now been detected in more 
than a dozen countries, in-
cluding the United States, 
and as close to Rhode Island 
as Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts.

The World Health Orga-
nization has labeled Omi-
cron a “variant of concern” 
because it has 50 mutations, 
including many on a portion 
of the virus that is responsi-
ble for making it transmis-
sible – the so-called “spike” 
proteins. But health experts 
acknowledge they do not 
have enough data yet to say 
whether Omicron is catchier, 
makes people sicker or, po-
tentially, is better at eluding 
the protections of vaccines 
than the predominant Delta 
variant.
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