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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE
THURSDAY

BOYS
Basketball

6:30 p.m. Tolman at Johnston
Wrestling

4:30 p.m. Cumberland vs. Chariho, 
La Salle, North Providence (at La 
Salle) 

Indoor Track
6 p.m. Blackstone Valley Prep vs. 
Cumberland, Lincoln, Mount St. 
Charles, North Smithfield, Pona-
ganset, Shea, St. Raphael, Tolman, 

Woonsocket (at PCTA)
GIRLS

Basketball
5 p.m. Toll Gate at Davies Tech
6 p.m. Wheeler at Blackstone Val-
ley Prep
7 p.m. Woonsocket at Cranston 
East; West Warwick at Cumber-
land; PCD at Lincoln; Tolman/
Shea at Central Falls
7:15 p.m. Narragansett at Mount 
St. Charles

December 16
Bob Gosselin captured top honors in the house 
bowling league at Al’s Central Avenue Duckpin al-

leys with a high three series of 413. Other leaders were Ed 
Lapierre 401, Norm Lemieux 370, Jerry Riendeau 362, Tip-
py Landry 356, Wilfred Lefebvre 354, Andy Brouillette 349, 
Fred Brown 347, Armand Roy 345, Will Bergeron 344, Gene 
Malo 343, Jess Armell 342, Clint Morris 342, Al Riendeau 
338, Roland Peloquin 337, George Messier 335, Leo Trottier 
333, Ray Barsolou 331 and Eddie Dugas 326. 

Twin 23-point performances by Jim Hogan and Mike 
Forte powered Cumberland to its first win of the 

season as the Clippers topped rival Lincoln 74-57 in a non-
league affair. Jim Healey aided the Cumberland attack with 13 
points, while Dennis O’Reilly and Brad Seaward led the Lions 
with 18 and 16 points, respectively. In the jayvee tilt, Steve 
Lukasiewicz and Steve Pincince canned 14 points each as the 
Clippers eked out a 63-62 victory. 

Jocelyn McPeake with 17 points and Lori Brill and 
Joanne Eicholz with 15 points apiece carried the 

scoring load as Shea exploded for a 60-38 triumph over St. 
Mary’s of the Visitation in a Class B Metro encounter. In 
another Met B tilt, Peggy Lynch pumped in a game-high 18 
points to pace Saint Raphael Academy to a 60-26 romp over 
Bishop Keough. In Class A Northern action, Lori Palagi and 
Debbie Pereira combined for 26 points in leading Cumberland 
to a 44-38 win over Barrington. 

— By BILL MULHOLLAND
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 “He plays bigger than his height 
and brings a lot to the table,” noted 
Coughlin. “His ceiling is pretty high.” 
… Konte is a returning starter while 
Gelinas figures to see his role expand 
after coming off the bench as a fresh-
man. … Gois was Tolman’s impressive 
player during the preseason. Last year, 
he made his mark as a practice player 
after undergoing surgery following his 
eighth-grade season. “He’s physical 
and can rebound. Those are two areas 
where we don’t have as much depth,” 
said Coughlin.    

Head coach’s take: “We can’t have 
guys leaking out. It has to be five guys 
on the boards. It’s about making mul-
tiple effort plays and keep going after 
it. We’re not big but we are quick. We 
want to get up and go and trust our 
guards to make the right decisions.” 

DIVISION III

BLACKSTONE VALLEY PREP
Head coach: Kevin Payette
2021 regular season record: 5-4 

(Division III-North)
2021 postseason results: Defeated 

Ponaganset (63-33) in D-III prelimi-
nary round; defeated St. Patrick (75-
55) in D-I quarterfinals; defeated Da-
vies Tech (83-59) in D-III semifinals; 
lost to Times 2 Academy (60-54, OT) 
in D-III finals.  

Returning players: Xavier Lara, 
senior guard; Chris Rodriguez-Gon-
zalez, senior forward. 

Notable newcomers: Juan Be-
doya, sophomore forward; Urias 
Brooks, junior forward; Quentin 
Blouin, sophomore guard; Aexis Cat-
alan, senior forward; Dante Lewis, 
sophomore guard; Michael Mendez, 
senior forward; Ethan Sou, sopho-
more forward. 

Outlook: There are some big shoes 
to fill for a BVP team that came on 
like gangbusters once last year’s post-
season rolled around. Led by 2021 
graduate Xavier Mendez, who’s now 
playing hoops at Bristol Community 
College, the Pride reached the D-III 
finals before coming up short in 
overtime against eventual champion 
Times 2 Academy. Mendez finished 
his high school career with 1,000-plus 
points while grabbing 1,000-plus re-
bounds. … Lara is the only returning 
player who had a key hand in the run 
to the championship game. He can 
score in a variety of ways, witnessed 
by the 13 points on three 3-pointers 
he netted in the D-III finals. … Ro-
driguez-Gonzalez missed last season 
due to injury.  … Xavier Coleman is a 
junior who also missed the 2021 sea-
son with an injury and is expected to 
be in the varsity rotation.  … There’s 
strength in numbers as BVP features 
quite a few sophomores who mainly 
played JV last season. Said Payette, 
“We are looking for them to take steps 
forward.”

Head coach’s take: “As a whole 
we have strong leadership that starts 
with Xavier and Chris. We also have 
a lot of guys that are going to see a lot 
of varsity minutes this year after see-
ing very few or none at all last season. 
We need to be really good defensive-
ly and take care of the ball in order 
to have success this season, which 
should be exciting.” 

CENTRAL FALLS
Head coach: Jeff Doucette
2021 regular season record: 3-3 

(Division III-North)
2021 postseason results: Defeated 

Scituate (44-32) in D-III preliminary 
round; lost to Davies Tech (71-49) in 
D-III quarterfinals.  

Returning players: Andrez Mal-
donado, senior guard; Chunn Ander-
son, senior guard/forward; Jaden Al-
verado, senior forward; Levar Mathis, 
senior center. 

Notable newcomers: Henrique 
Da Silva, senior forward; Lucas Fer-
nandes Oliveira, junior center; An-
dreni Maldonado, junior guard; Alex 
Maia, junior forward.  

Outlook: Anderson and Alvera-
do are the only two returning varsity 
players who saw extended time on the 
court last season. Both are captains. 
… They may sport the same last name 
but neither Andrez Maldonado – also 
a captain – nor Andreni Maldonado 
are related. Andrez figures to ease 
some of the scoring burden off An-
derson’s shoulders while Andreni is 
brand-new to organized ball and been 
assigned the starting point-guard du-
ties.  … Maia is expected to provide 
shooting off the bench. … Oliveria 
is also a soccer player at CFHS. He’s 
currently sidelined with an injury.  

Head coach’s take: “I like the 
leadership I’ve been seeing. We have 
eight seniors; I’ve never carried that 
many before. We need to make sure 
we’re tough defensively.” 

DAVIES TECH
Head coach: Bob Morris 

2021 regular season record: 8-0 
(Division III-North)

2021 postseason results: Defeated 
Central Falls (71-49) in D-III quarter-
finals; lost to Blackstone Valley Prep 
(83-59) in D-III semifinals. 

Returning players: Jean-Marie 
Preira senior guard, Antonio Cabral, 
junior forward; Kanz Giwa, junior 
forward; Christian Semedo, senior 
guard; Jayden Medeiros, senior 
guard; Axcell Collins-Mena, senior 
guard; Justin Frias, junior center. 

Notable newcomers: Michael 
Reyes, senior guard; Nathan Borden, 
freshman guard. 

Outlook: Led by 1,000-point scor-
er Raheim Rainey, last year’s Patriots 
seemed destined to emerge as the last 
D-III team left standing. Unfortunate-
ly for Davies, Blackstone Valley Prep 
poured cold water on those best-laid 
plans by knocking out the undefeat-
ed Patriots in the semifinals. … The 
departure of Rainey (via graduation) 
opens the door for Preira to assume 
a greater workload. He’s coming off 
a season where he was named First 
Team All-Division after averaging 
13.1 points, 4.9 assists, 3.5 rebounds, 
and 6.3 steals. … Preira was named 
a captain along with Cabral, also the 
Patriots’ starting quarterback. 

Head coach’s take: “I really 
like this group. They try their hard-
est and are always willing to learn 
new things.  If we’re going to have 
a good season, we’re going to have 
to come together with returning and 
new players working well together. 
Our biggest strength comes from our 
depth in the frontcourt.  Communica-
tion and more time playing with one 
another will be key to us making the 
playoffs.”

MOUNT ST. CHARLES
Head coach: Henry Coleman
2021 regular season record: 4-5 

(Division III-North)
2021 postseason results: Lost to 

Moses Brown (49-41) in D-III pre-
liminary round. 

Returning players: Alexander 
Gasbarro, senior guard; Nate Tessier, 
senior forward; Brian Giles, senior 
guard; Nate Kilburn, senior forward; 
Cam Giles, junior guard.

Notable newcomers: Brady 
Garthee, junior forward; Connor 
Robillard, junior guard; Cole Wyatt, 
junior guard; Clyde Shannon, junior 
guard; Jack Ellis, guard. 

Outlook: The Mounties may not 
have a proven go-to scorer on this 
year’s squad, yet that doesn’t mean 
that Coleman doesn’t have options 
to choose from when the game’s on 
the line. A good place to start would 
be the two captains – Gasbarro and 
Tessier – along with Kilburn. … The 
consummate good teammate who un-
derstands the importance of making 
sure everyone is on the same page, 
Gasbarro will need to be efficient 
from the outside if the Mounties are 
going to make a push for the post-
season. Expect him to handle the ball 
from time-to-time. … The hope is that 
the 6-foot-3 Kilburn emerges as one 
of the better big men in Division III 
– someone who can do damage down 
low and step outside for jumpers. His 
passing skills will be important for a 
MSC squad that will be counting on 
several options at point guard. … A 

football player, Tessier brings the nec-
essary toughness that’ll prove particu-
larly handy when it becomes physical 
out there. … The two Giles brothers 
have good synergy when they’re out 
there together. “Whether it’s shooting, 
playmaking, defense, or providing 
a spark off the bench, both of them 
bring a number of intangibles,” said 
Coleman. … Wyatt has shown some 
glimpses of understanding of what it 
takes to run the offense. 

Head coach’s take: “The nice 
thing about this team is that oppos-
ing teams can’t focus on one guy. We 
have multiple guys who can step up 
at any point and get into double fig-
ures in the scoring column. They have 
a good feel for each other and we’ll 
continue to make progress as the sea-
son goes along. The kids have been 
working hard on a daily basis. They’re 
very coachable and I’m proud of what 
they’re bringing to the table day-in 
and day-out.” 

NORTH SMITHFIELD
Head coach: Brandon DiPaola
2021 regular season record: 3-5 

(Division III-North)
2021 postseason results: None. 
Returning players: Cam Reyn-

olds, senior guard; Adam Dubois, se-
nior center; Nick Decelles, senior for-
ward; Carter Deslauriers, sophomore 
forward; Ethan Harnois, junior guard; 
Aidan Bienvenue, sophomore guard. 

Notable newcomers: David 
Doherty, senior guard; Caleb Kelly, 
senior forward; Steve Reyes, senior 
guard; Anthony Paiva, sophomore 
guard; Tyson Green, sophomore 
guard; Alvendz Viera Dones, sopho-
more center. 

Outlook: This year’s edition of the 
Northmen will look awfully familiar 
with four returning starters back and 
a total of six players who saw varsity 
time last season. … Two of the return-
ees were all-division picks in Reyn-
olds, the point guard, and Bienvenue, 
who showed plenty of promise as a 
ninth grader. … A captain, Dubois 
added 15 pounds of muscle during 
the offseason that should translate 
into increased production on the 
glass. … Harnois and Paiva represent 
the top options from beyond the arc. 
… While Viera Dones, Dubois, and 
Kelly will control the boards for the 
Northmen, Decelles and Reyes are 
regarded as two of the toughest and 
best defenders on the roster. … De-
slauriers, Bienvenue, and Doherty 
are similar in that each can score in a 
variety of ways. … Green is another 
ballhandling option. 

Head coach’s take: “This is the 
deepest team I have had in my eight 
years at North Smithfield. We will rely 
heavily on our defense to keep us in 
games. Our offense will be predicat-
ed on spreading the floor and sharing 
the ball. We don’t have a superstar or 
one guy to give us 20 points per game 
a night, but we have a bunch of guys 
that have played together who are ath-
letic and fast. We’ll need all 12 guys 
every night to play their role in order 
to win. We have multiple players who 
can knock down shots this year. We 
are excited to have a full season and 
can’t wait to get started.”

Follow Brendan McGair on Twit-
ter @BWMcGair03

File photo
Senior wing Nick Decelles (0) and the North Smithfield boys basketball team could 
be the top 3-point shooting team in the Valley this season and a contender to make 
some noise in Division III this season. 

Ainge
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Although he made one All-
Star team and was the starting 
guard on two Celtics cham-
pions, Ainge’s greatest ac-
complishment in Boston was 
constructing a new Big Three 
of Paul Pierce, Kevin Garnett 
and Ray Allen that in 2008 
ended the longest title drought 
in franchise history.

Since then, he has had suc-
cess in the draft, especially 
with emerging stars Jayson 
Tatum and Jaylen Brown. But 
even with the addition of es-
tablished stars like Al Horford, 
Gordon Hayward, Kyrie Irving 

and Kemba Walker, Ainge had 
not been able to build another 
championship team.

Ainge has longstanding ties 
to the state of Utah. He was a 
star at BYU, where he played 
from 1977 to 1981 and helped 
lead the team to an Elite Eight 
appearance. 

“Danny is one of the best 
basketball minds in the world 
and he’s also passionate about 
this state and our communi-
ty,” said Ryan Smith, own-
er of the Jazz and the team’s 
parent company, Smith Enter-
tainment Group. “We believe 
in adding the best talent to 
all facets of our organization 
and are lucky to have Danny’s 
acumen and experience.” 

Northmen
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“Obviously we didn’t get 
any interest when we reached 
out, but I heard there are hock-
ey players in their school and 
we’ll take them if they want 
to play,” Shatraw said prior to 
Saturday night’s 1-1 tie with 
PSW at Rhode Island Sports 
Center. “It will be good for 
the program to pull kids out 
to play and we are welcom-
ing their kids. We just want to 
have kids play hockey.”

North Smithfield (0-1-1 Di-
vision II) could likely manage 
the season with the current 
roster, but an injury to a key 
player who be disastrous. In 
Saturday night’s game, the 
Northmen rallied back from 
a first-period deficit thanks to 
a goal from defenseman Max 
Mattos. Freshman center Nate 
Gravel and winger Brandon 
Boudreau earned the assists 
on the game-tying effort.

Gravel, the younger broth-
er of 2020-21 Call/Times 
All-Area winger Evan Grav-
el, is jumping right to the top 
line with Boudreau and Logan 
Whitton on his wings. Both 
wingers added supplemental 
offense during last season’s run 
to the semifinals, but both are 
going to have to be among the 
team’s leading scorers if they 
want to return to that level. 

“They’re a skilled line and 
Gravel is catching up to the 
speed at this level of play,” 
Shatraw said. “He played ex-
tremely well in the Injury Fund 
and he was good again on a big 
ice surface Friday night [in a 
3-0 loss to RMR].”

The second line also has 
plenty of varsity experience 
with Gary Harvey centering a 
line that will also feature left 
winger Chris Marcoux and 
Gansett Champagne. Cam 
Cabral will also see plenty of 
ice time with the line when 
Harvey is forced backed to the 

blue line because of special 
teams. Kayden Artruc will also 
be a part of the forward rota-
tion.

Four-year varsity performer 
Seth Pickering will be logging 
plenty of minutes on the blue 
line with partner Karter Chart-
ier and the second defensive 
pairing of Matos and Billy 
Connell also features a veteran 
in Matos with a less experi-
enced player in Billy Connell.  

“Matos and Seth Pickering 
have been doing a good job 
as seniors of bringing their 
partners along,” Shatraw said. 
“That’s important to the pro-
cess. We can’t pick and choose 
because we have guys who 
know how to play, but they 
need to get experience to reach 
our level. Karter didn’t play 
last season and Billy has been 
with us since he was a fresh-
man, so we’re working hard.”

Because only league games 
were played during the trun-
cated 2021 season, goalie Zach 
Grenon didn’t get too many 
opportunities to play behind 
Ethan Cote. Grenon, who is the 
team’s lone goal this season, 
started the opening two games 
and looked particularly sharp 
against PSW. He gave up a 
goal in the opening period, but 
they didn’t allow a goal over 
the final 40 minutes to earn a 
point. 

“He’s solid and when he’s 
on, he’s on,” Shatraw said. 
“He’s in a tough position be-
cause he’s our only goalie and 
he’s going to be playing behind 
a team short on numbers that 
will get tired. He’s going to be 
our cornerstone – as he goes 
we’re going to go.”

The Northmen travel to 
Cranston-Scituate co-op Fri-
day night in a rematch of last 
season’s semifinal before re-
turning to RISC the following 
night to take on rival Lincoln 
at 7:30.

Follow Branden Mello on 
Twitter @Branden_Mello


