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The Times

It’s no act. The cameras are rolling 
but Bob Wylie isn’t putting on a 
character. 
HBO’s “Hard Knocks,” the reality 

sports documentary television series 
that shows a behind-the-scenes view of 
an NFL team during training camp, is 
known for making prime time stars out 
less-heralded coaches and players alike, 
by showcasing some of the league’s 
unique personalities. 

Wylie’s turn came during the sea-
son’s third episode that first aired a few 
weeks ago. Wylie, an NFL coach since 
1990 and now in his second season as 
offensive line coach for the Cleveland 
Browns – was filmed while chatting 
with one of his linemen prior to that 
day’s practice.

“World War I and World War II ... 
They did push-ups, jumping jacks, sit-
ups! None of this fancy (expletive) … 
They won two World Wars! … You 
think they were worried when they 
were running across Normandy about 
(expletive) stretching? ... Give me my 
rubber bands so I can stretch so I can 
run across the beach … You’ve got to 
be kidding me!”

His unscripted soliloquy drew 
laughter from around the  country. With 
a rotund appearance that personifies the 
position group he coaches, Wylie at age 
67 quickly emerged as an overnight fa-
vorite as the “Hard Knocks” clip went 
viral on social media. 

But as longtime friends and col-
leagues can attest, the West Warwick 

native was just being his usual self.
“That’s no show. That’s him. He’s a 

consummate buster,” said Steve Alves, 
West Warwick High School’s Dean of 
Students and someone who’s known 
Wylie for 50-plus years. 

“Believe it or not, he was actually 
tall and skinny,” added Alves, noting 
that Wylie has a laugh that’s a dead 
ringer for a chainsaw.

This past Saturday, which was ros-
ter cutdown day for NFL teams, Wylie 
talked with Jim Lagor, who graduated 
with Wylie from West Warwick High 
School in 1969. It was Lagor’s first 
chance to catch up with Wylie since be-
coming a national celebrity. 

See WYLIE, page A2

By BRENDAN McGAIR | bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

SCHOOL OF 
HARD KNOCKS
Rhode Island native Bob Wylie has been a legendary character in local 
football circles for decades – now the rest of the world knows him too

Scott Boehm via AP
Cleveland Browns offensive line coach Bob Wylie looks on from the sidelines during a game last season. Wylie, a West Warwick 
native, became an overnight celebrity recently when he was seen on HBO’s “Hard Knocks.” The documentary series captured 
Wylie’s unique sense of humor and no-nonsense approach to football and life.

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Karen 
Alzate never before sought 
public office. Then earlier this 
year, the 30-year-old York 
Avenue resident, inspired by 
the successful cam-
paign of District 8 
State Sen. Sandra C. 
Cano, decided it was 
time to try to make a 
change for her com-
munity.

But before she 
could do that, she’d 
need to unseat two-
term House Dis-
trict 60 State Rep. David A. 
Coughlin Jr. Knowing the 
challenge that lay ahead, Al-
zate still forged ahead in her 
inaugural run for public of-
fice. In June, Alzate found out 
that she would not be facing 
a challenge in her first foray 
into politics, as Coughlin an-
nounced that he opted not to 
seek a third term in office.

Now, Alzate is a rare com-
bination of politician – an 
unopposed rookie with no op-
ponent in the primary or gen-
eral election, seeking her first 
term in office.

“I think it hit me a couple 
of days after (Coughlin) de-
cided not to run, thinking ‘Oh 
my God, this is really real.’ 
I think it was there when I 
told my dad, he said, ‘Wow, 
Karen, this is real.’ A couple 
of days after, I had a con-
versation with my dad, let it 
sink in. He congratulated me, 

that’s when it really hit me,” 
she recalled during an inter-
view with The Times.

A Democrat and a case 
manager at The Providence 
Center, Alzate said she ini-
tially contemplated running 
for City Council in Pawtuck-
et two years ago, but said the 

position “seemed 
so far away. I didn’t 
think I could do it.”

“Sandra Cano 
winning the Senate 
seat was like, wow, 
that’s really big...” 
Alzate recalled of 
Cano’s victory in the 
District 8 State Sen-
ate race earlier this 

year. “She inspired me to run 
and made it seem not so far-
fetched.”

“She’s definitely been a 
great asset, getting to know 
her on a personal level,” Al-
zate said of the woman who 
inspired her to run for office. 
“We can work together with 
other women in the city. See-
ing her and how passionate 
she is about her city, it was 
a breath of fresh air to get to 
know her, another Latina who 
is passionate about the city. A 
friend, a mentor, an adviser, 
she’s definitely teaching me 
and showing me things. Now 
being in this new world, she’s 
making it less scary for me for 
sure.”

In deciding to run for state 
office, rather than City Coun-
cil, Alzate said among the key 
motivators were the future 

See ALZATE, page A2

Beginner’s luck: 
Political newcomer 
running unopposed

By JENNIFER KAY
Associated Press

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. 
— Tropical Storm Gordon 
lashed South Florida with 
heavy rains and high winds 
on Monday and is expected 
to strengthen into a hurricane 
when it hits the central U.S. 
Gulf Coast.

Gordon formed into a 
tropical storm near the Flor-
ida Keys early Monday as it 
moved west-northwest at 17 
mph. The storm is expected 
to reach hurricane strength 
when it hits the Gulf Coast, 
including coastal Mississip-
pi, by late Tuesday. From 
there, it is forecast to move 

inland over the lower Mis-
sissippi Valley on Wednes-
day.

The National Hurricane 
Center said at 8 p.m. EDT 
that the storm was centered 
95 miles  west of Fort My-
ers, Florida. Maximum sus-
tained winds were clocked at 
60 mph.

A hurricane warning was 
put into effect for the area 
stretching from the mouth 
of the Pearl River in Missis-
sippi to the Alabama-Flor-
ida border. As much as 8 
inches of rain could fall in 
some parts of the Gulf states 
through late Thursday.

See WARNING, page A2

Tropical Storm Gordon 
brings hurricane 
warning to Gulf Coast

Moose crowded by 
onlookers on shore 
drowns in Vermont

SOUTH HERO, Vt. (AP) — A 
moose drowned in Lake Cham-
plain after people crowded around 
the animal to take its picture, Ver-
mont wildlife officials said.

Fish and Wildlife Warden 
Robert Currier said the moose 
swam across the lake from New 
York to South Hero, Vermont, on 
Saturday. He said it made it onto 
land but was forced back into 
the water, likely feeling threat-
ened by onlookers. The moose 
succumbed to exhaustion and 
drowned.

Currier said he wasn’t there 
when the moose re-entered the 
water, but believes onlookers 

played a role based on what he 
heard from them and from local 
authorities. He arrived shortly 
before the animal drowned.

“It was struggling pretty good 
at that point. We were waiting for 
a boat to respond to try to assist 
it, but before the boat arrived, it 
had drowned,” he said Monday. 
“It was really rough out there, 
probably 4- to 5-foot swells and 
high wind.”

Currier said when the boat 
arrived, he got in the water and 
attached a rope to the moose to 
remove it.

See MOOSE, page A2

A moose stands in Lake Champlain in South Hero, 
Vt. Wildlife officials say the animal had crossed the 
lake, but went back in the water, possibly feeling 
threatened by onlookers, and drowned. 

First-time candidate Karen Alzate has 
no opponent for House District 60

Karen Alzate
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Making 
it safe to 

fight fires
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Researchers look 
for ways to help 

firefighters
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VALUABLE EXPERIENCE

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
St. Raphael standout Pride Clark (5, below) was one of a number of players who excelled in Division I last season. The Saints believe that the 
experience they gained last season proves to be valuable as upperclassmen in 2018.

SRA hopes 2017 sets stage for big season
By JON BAKER

jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET  –  Over the past two 
years, veteran St. Raphael Academy 
mentor Mike Sassi hasn’t had a choice 
but to use freshmen and sophomores as 
varsity players.

The reasons: Either his upperclass-
men, the guys with more experience, be-
came injured during the rigors of playing 
a Division I-A schedule, or a lack of those 
juniors and seniors from registering.

Naturally, the Saints’ record (1-6 
league, 3-8 overall) suffered as a result; 
they couldn’t keep pace with the deeper, 
more talented D-I clubs like Hendricken 
and La Salle.

Sassi, however, is beginning to see 
taking that unenviable direction bear 
fruit. He will return 15 starters to the var-
sity squad this summer and fall, and it all 
starts with his three senior tri-captains: 
Thomas Arsenault (OT/DT); Andrew 
Stephens (WR/MLB); and James Cole-
man (FB/LB).

See SRA, page B3

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
North Smithfield/Mount St. Charles co-op football 
coach Wes Pennington has the offensive and de-
fensive weapons to compete for a D-IV title. 

NS/MSC 
making big 
strides
After reaching playoffs 
in 2017, co-op squad 
built to compete in D-IV

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

NORTH SMITHFIELD — The North 
Smithfield/Mount St. Charles co-op football 
team has made great strides since the program 
had to forfeit the final two games of the 2015 
season because of a dearth of healthy players.

In 2016, North Smithfield joined forces with 
Mount St. Charles to increase the roster coach 
Wes Pennington has to work with. And, last sea-
son, the team returned to the playoffs for the first 
time since 2014 after a 3-4 season in Division III.

The Northmen-Mounties, who were summarily 
dismissed from the playoffs by eventual D-III Su-
per Bowl champion Burrillville, find themselves 
back in Division IV, and they expect to compete 
for their first title in program history thanks to the 
return of a number of crucial skill position players. 

“It’s hard to say right now, but we have a 
veteran bunch,” Pennington said prior to Fri-
day night’s Injury Fund contest. “We just need 
everyone to come together as a new group and 
new unit. I’m optimistic about what we can do, 
but it’s tough to tell this early in the season. We 
wanted to be more competitive last season by 
competing in games and on the practice field. 
That determines everything. As long as we’re 
competing, we’re going to be all right.”

See CO-OP, page B3

Kinsler leads Sox 
to rout of Atlanta

By CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Ian Kinsler 
describes Boston’s lineup as 
“electric.”

Now that he’s back on 
track following his return 
from a hamstring injury, 
Kinsler is showing he can 
add even more spark to the 
lineup.

Kinsler drove in three 
runs and the Red Sox contin-
ued their interleague success, 
beating the Atlanta Braves 
8-2 Monday in a matchup of 
division leaders.

Kinsler came off the 
disabled list on Aug. 17 af-
ter missing 11 games with 
the injury. He was hitting 
well before the injury and 
now has regained momen-
tum with two or more hits 
in four of his last seven 
games.

Asked if it was difficult to 
find his timing again, Kinsler 
said “I want to say no, be-
cause I don’t want to make 
any excuses. ... In a player’s 
head you think it should hap-
pen quick in a day or two.”

See KINSLER, page B2

Photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com
Second baseman Brandon Phillips will spend the rest of September with the 
first-place Red Sox after the veteran was called up to Boston Monday. 

Triple-A

Phillips joins 
Red Sox
Veteran second baseman’s 
hard work leads to promotion

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Brandon Phillips didn’t 
get Bryce Brentz’d.

Unlike Brentz last season when he led 
the International League with 31 home runs, 
Phillips was not told to head home after a 
productive showing with the Pawtucket Red 
Sox. Before the PawSox hit the field for one 
final time in 2018 on Monday, Phillips was 
informed that the lone open spot on Boston’s 
40-man roster was his.

See PHILLIPS, page B2

“We just need everyone to come to-
gether as a new group and new unit. 
I’m optimistic about what we can do, 
but it’s tough to tell this earlier in 
the season.”

— NS/MSC coach Wes Pennington

Saints go 
flying in 
this year

SPORTS, B1

St. Raphael looks 
to compete for 
football title

Let there 
be light

HOMES, B7

Just because 
winter is dark and 

dreary, doesn’t 
mean your living 
space has to be. 

Some helpful hints 
to keep it bright.

Nothing’s for free
Woonsocket may have struggled 
at the free-throw line, but Cum-
berland still had to work to earn a 
59-56 over its Division I rival.
SPORTS, B1

Houston, 
we have a 
problem.

By MARCIA DUNN
AP Aeospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — Boeing’s new Starliner 
capsule ended up in the wrong 
orbit after lifting off on its first 
test flight Friday, a blow to the 
company’s effort to launch as-
tronauts for NASA next year.

As the company scrambled 
to understand what happened, 
NASA canceled the Starliner’s 
docking with the International 
Space Station, instead focus-
ing on a hastier than planned 
return to Earth. The Starliner 
will parachute into its landing 
site in the New Mexico desert 
on Sunday. 

Officials stressed the capsule 
was stable and safe, and that 
had astronauts been aboard, 
they would have been in no 
danger. A crew may have been 
able to take over control and 
salvage the mission. The prob-
lem was with the Starliner’s 
mission clock: It was off-kil-
ter, which delayed timed-com-
mands to put the capsule in the 
right orbit. Engineers worried 
the problem could resurface 
during descent.

It was a major setback for 
Boeing, which had been hop-
ing to catch up with SpaceX, 
NASA’s other commercial 
crew provider that successfully 
completed a similar demon-
stration last March. SpaceX 
has one last hurdle – a launch 
abort test – before carrying two 
NASA astronauts in its Dragon 
capsule, possibly by spring.

NASA officials did not 
think Friday’s problem would 
hold up SpaceX, but said they 
would need to make sure noth-
ing was in common between 
the two companies’ on-board 
mission timers. Ground con-
trollers were puzzled over why 
the Starliner’s timer was 

See LAUNCH, page A2

Boeing’s new 
capsule launches 
to wrong orbit, 
skips space station

An irresistible force

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN

Nicholas Simonin was the first 
person in line for “The Force 
Awakens” in 2015. Two years 

later, he was again the head of the 
pack for “The Last Jedi.” So it made 
perfect sense that the queue would 
form behind the 27-year-old North 
Providence resident in advance of Fri-
day night’s screening of “The Rise of 
Skywalker.”

A devoted fan of the “Star Wars” 
franchise, Simonin had grabbed his 
spot in line to ensure he and his friends 
would have their choice of seats inside 
the theater at Cinemaworld on Friday. 
He wanted to make sure he had the 
perfect view of the big screen for the 
final installment of the nine-episode 
“Star Wars” saga, so he arrived ear-
ly for the 7:45 p.m. screening. Seven 
hours early, to be specific.

“I wanted to get a good seat, but 
I’ve been so excited for this movie 
that I didn’t care what time I got here, 
as long as I just got here,” he said just 
prior to 1 p.m. Friday. “It’s great to be 
first in line for such a great franchise.”

This weekend’s release of “The 
Rise of Skywalker” represents the 
ninth installment in the saga of Luke 
Skywalker, Princess Leia, droids R2-
D2 and C-3PO, and new characters 
Rey, Finn, Poe, and the villainous 
Kylo Ren. The series dates back to the 
1977 release of “A New Hope” and 
has spanned nine theatrical releases 
over 42 years.

The movie franchise has been an 

See MOVIE, page A2

Valley movie 
fans eager for 
screening of 
last ‘Star Wars’ 
installment

ABOVE: Star Wars fan 
Nicholas Simonini, of 

North Providence, has 
his picture taken near the 

new promotional poster 
for ‘Star Wars: The Rise 

of Skywalker’ at Cinema-
world in the Lincoln Mall 

Friday. He arrived early to 
be first in line for the 

7:45 p.m. show. AT 
RIGHT: Kevin Palumbo, 

of North Providence, 
presents his ticket to see 

‘Star Wars: The Rise Of 
Skywalker’ to ticket taker 

Kelsey Markey, of Cum-
berland, at Cinemaworld.

PHOTOS BY 
ERNEST A. BROWN

Davies student does his part to preserve history

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN — There’s a quote that adorns 
a conference room wall inside William 
M. Davies Jr. Career and Technical High 
School. It’s from founding father Benjamin 
Franklin, and it reads: “Tell me and I forget, 
teach me and I remember, involve me and I 
learn.”

There is perhaps no more appropriate 

quote to describe the partnership between 
Davies Tech history teacher Leo Strik and 
senior Alexander Coffin.

Strik, an avid collector of historical items 
from America’s wars – from the Revolution-
ary War all the way through World War II – 
uses these pieces in his classrooms to bring 
history to life. But a newly-acquired replica 
musket was missing an integral piece: the 

See MUSKET, page A2
Jonathan Bissonnette photo

William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School senior
Alexander Coffin holds the replica musket.

Senior fashions missing ramrod to complete 
teacher’s Revolutionary War-era replica gun



Musket
Continued from page A1
ramrod, a long stainless steel 
device used to push the pro-
jectile against the propellant.

That’s where Coffin came 
into the picture. At the recom-
mendation of machine tech-
nology instructor Briar Daci-
er, Strik and Coffin linked up 
and Coffin went to work in the 
classroom, creating a replica 
ramrod.

“It was something he 
brought up and kind of had me 
do,” Coffin, a Lincoln resident, 
explained. “He said he needed 
a part, he knew that I was good 
with saw works, running the 
manuals, he had me go and do 
it. I’m usually the only one in 
the shop.”

“He’s being modest,” Strik 
interjected, saying Dacier’s 
exact words to him were: “I’ve 
got the guy for it, I’ve got the 
perfect guy for it.”

Starting from scratch, Cof-
fin began his work, first mak-
ing a computer model and 
then putting dimensions to the 
blueprint. From there, he had 
to cut the ramrod down to size. 
The stainless steel ramrod has 
a half-inch base and is 24 inch-
es long.

But this is where the Ben-
jamin Franklin quote comes 
into play. Coffin was taught, 
he remembered, he was in-
volved, and he learned.

“I mostly worked on the 
base with all the details. The 
rod had threads on the end, 
this was screwed onto it. I had 
to drill a hole into the base to 
thread it to the rod. It was a 
little bit longer than it should 
have, I screwed up at first, the 
first part bent on me, the prob-
lem was holding it inside the 
machine, because the base is 
so small,” Coffin explained. 

“At one point, it ended up 
bending and breaking on me. 
I went to the grinder, made the 
tool half the size, the radius 
was a little small. This was a 
test run. Now, I can make an-
other blindfolded.”

While Coffin feels he could 
have done a better job, Str-
ik was wowed with the final 
product.

“It was like a ‘Whoa!’ mo-
ment, I didn’t think it would 
come out that nice, that pris-
tine,” he said. “It was really, 
wow, I didn’t expect it to be 
that perfect, that realistic. It 
looks like it was made with 

the musket, I was definitely 
thrilled.”

“The nature of these guys 
is perfection,” he later said. 
“They’re dealing with thou-
sandths of an inch. The pre-
cision is what’s key and I’m 
thrilled with it.”

The ramrod now pairs per-
fectly with the musket – an 
eight-pound British Brown 
Bess replica which Strik 
found online over the summer 
and purchased from a seller 
in Georgia. The gun does not 
fire, but rather it’s a piece that 
Strik will add to his collection 
of artifacts, which he’s been 
gathering over the past 10 to 
15 years.

“I try to go to antique 
shows, flea markets, I try to 
gather as much memorabilia 
as I can. I try to bring home 
to my kids the reality of it,” 
he explained. “This is not 
a dig at the kids, but with 
what they’ve grown up with, 
they’ve become desensitized 
to war and violence, that’s just 
the generation they’ve grown 
up with. I try to show the re-
ality of the war and the vio-

lence, the difference between 
a muzzle-loaded musket 
which a soldier could fire two 
to three times a minute while 
under fire. That’s a big change 
from what the kids see in ‘Call 
of Duty’ and the war movies, 
with the weaponry that’s out 
there.”

Strik also says that the 
musket and Revolutionary 
War memorabilia dovetails 
nicely into his lesson plan 
about the war, its aftermath, 
and the penning of the Con-
stitution leading all the way 
up to how that affects today’s 
generation.

“We wrapped up the Revo-
lutionary War period and went 
into the Constitution right af-
ter,” he said. “When the kids 
started talking about the Sec-
ond Amendment, it’s so much 
in the news, this was the weap-
on they had when they wrote 
the Second Amendment. We 
didn’t have M-16s or AR-15s 
back then, they’re making the 
connection between when the 
Constitution was written and 
the Founding Fathers’ intent 
and the problems we have to-
day.”

“History is tough, it’s so 
abstract,” Strik continued. 
“There’s videos and reading, 
but to bring in something tan-
gible they can put their hands 
on, they always look for that 
stuff. For them to hold it, see 
what it was like to load and 
fire, I think it gave them an 
appreciation of the time pe-
riod, weapons, and problems 
we have today.”

Coffin, meanwhile, said a 
project like creating the ram-
rod will help him in prepara-
tion for making parts in the 
future after he graduates from 
Davies Tech and enters the 
workforce.

“I made this entirely from 
scratch. I think it kind of told 
me to maybe slow down a lit-
tle bit on reading my prints 
before I start making my tool-
ing,” he explained. “It was a 
creative part. I’ve worked on 
creative parts in the past, but 
this part was relatively simple, 
but it was kind of difficult to 
work on, it required a lot of 
planning. It was fun making 
blueprints, starting to work on 
it … Now I feel more confi-
dent.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Launch
Continued from page A1
not working properly when the capsule separated from the 
rocket and began flying freely. 

NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine said it was too soon 
to know whether Boeing would need to conduct another orbit-
al test flight without a crew, before flying astronauts. The com-
pany had been shooting for its first crew launch by the middle 
of next year. An additional test flight would almost certainly 
push the first astronaut flight back.

Boeing’s Jim Chilton, a senior vice president, stopped by 
the Starliner’s manufacturing plant at Kennedy Space Center 
to address employees on his way to a somber news conference.

“These are passionate people who are committing a big 
chunk of their lives to put Americans back in space from our 
soil, so it’s disappointing for us,” Chilton told reporters. 

It’s been nearly nine years since NASA astronauts have 
launched from the U.S. The last time was July 8, 2011, when 
Atlantis – now on display at Kennedy Space Center – made the 
final space shuttle flight. 

Since then, NASA astronauts have traveled to and from the 
space station via Kazakhstan, courtesy of the Russian Space 
Agency. The Soyuz rides have cost NASA up to $86 million 
apiece.

The space agency handed over station deliveries to private 
businesses, first cargo and then crews, in order to focus on get-
ting astronauts back to the moon and on to Mars. 

Commercial cargo ships took flight in 2012. Crew capsules 
were more complicated to design and build, and parachute and 
other technical problems caused repeated delays. Target launch 
dates starting with 2017 came and went. Last April, a SpaceX 
crew capsule – the same one that flew to the space station a 
month earlier – exploded during a ground test.

The U.S. needs companies competing like this, Bridenstine 
said Thursday, to drive down launch costs, boost innovation 
and open space up to more people. He stressed the need for 
more than one company in case of problems that kept one 
grounded. 

Friday’s blastoff from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station 
started flawlessly as the Atlas V rocket lifted off with the Star-
liner just before sunrise. But a half-hour into the flight, the 
trouble became apparent.

Ground controllers tried to send up commands to get the 
spacecraft in its proper orbit, but the signals did not get there 
and by then it was too late. The capsule tried to fix its position, 
burning too much fuel for the spacecraft to safely make it to the 
space station on Saturday for a weeklong stay. 

All three astronauts assigned to the first Starliner crew were 
at control centers for the launch: Mike Fincke and Nicole 
Mann, both with NASA, and Boeing’s Chris Ferguson, who 
commanded the last shuttle mission. He’s now a test pilot as-
tronaut for Boeing and one of the Starliner’s key developers.

 “This is why we flight test, right? We’re trying to get all 
of the bugs, if you will, out of the system,” said Fincke at the 
briefing. “There’s always something.”

Built to accommodate seven, the white capsule with black 
and blue trim will typically carry four or five people. It’s 16.5 
feet tall with its attached service module and 15 feet in diam-
eter. 

For the test flight, the Starliner carried Christmas treats and 
presents for the six space 
station residents, the original 
air travel ID card belonging 
to Boeing’s founder and a 
mannequin, named Rosie 
after the bicep-flexing rivet-
er of World War II.

The flight was designed 
to test all systems, from the 
vibrations and stresses of 
liftoff to the touchdown at 
the Army’s White Sands 
Missile Range in New Mex-
ico, with parachutes and air 
bags to soften the landing. 

Boeing, a longtime part-
ner in NASA’s human space-
craft program, had hoped 
to close out the year with 
a success. The company’s 
troubled 737 Max airliners 
remain grounded, and ear-
lier this week, officials said 
production would be halted 
in January.

“Space system malfunc-
tions happen all the time, so 
it’s tough to draw a broad-
er conclusion, other than 
bad end to a bad year,” said 
Richard Aboulafia, an air-
craft industry analyst at the 
Teal Group. 

 Boeing got more than $4 
billion in 2014 to develop 
and fly the Starliner, while 
SpaceX got $2.6 billion for 
a crew-version of its Dragon 
cargo ship.
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enormous commercial and 
cultural success, grossing 
nearly $10 billion at the world-
wide box office, winning sev-
eral awards, and leading to 
entertainment ventures such as 
television series, video games, 
and theme park attractions.

Released on Thursday 
night, “The Rise of Skywalk-
er” grossed $40 million in its 
first night in cinemas, accord-
ing to Box Office Mojo, and 
was on pace to deliver a three-
day debut of $220 million 
at the American box office, 
which would equal the open-
ing weekend of 2017’s “The 
Last Jedi” and trail about $27 
million behind the debut week-
end for 2015’s “The Force 
Awakens.”

Simonin said it’s readily 
apparent why the “Star Wars” 
saga has such an ardent fol-
lowing and has proven to be a 
cinematic triumph over several 
decades.

“It’s a tale of resistance, re-
bellion, hope, for freedom in a 
galaxy controlled by tyranny,” 
he said. “It’s an underdog sto-
ry and it’s a fantastic underdog 
story. It’s not for everyone, I 
know people who don’t really 
like ‘Star Wars,’ they think it’s 
all action and blowing up stuff. 
But if you look deeper, it’s 
more than that. It’s about peo-
ple trying to fight for freedom 
within a world of tyranny. It’s 
people struggling to fight for 
freedom, and it’s a great story.”

“Go look at the old films,” 
he said of the technical wiz-
ardry behind the creation of 
the series. “If you look at how 
George Lucas did the old films, 
how he filmed them, how he 
made the effects, George Lu-
cas was ahead of his time … 
He made a space opera epic 
using some of what are now 
known as the best effects that 
he could have, without any 
CGI.”

However, while he was 
counting down the minutes – 
and hours – until Friday night’s 
screening, Simonin was also 

somewhat tentative, and per-
haps even a bit nervous, about 
how the series would conclude. 
This could be attributed to the 
sour taste left in his mouth 
from “The Last Jedi.”

“I did not care for Episode 
VIII, I feel like Episode VIII 
was way too far off what Ep-
isode VII was setting up for,” 
he said of ‘The Last Jedi.’ “So 
they took a complete left turn 
and it just made me scratch 
my head, asking ‘Why? Why 
did we do this?’ I felt like ‘The 
Last Jedi’ wasn’t a compete 
waste of a movie, but it’s the 
one ‘Star Wars’ movie I’ve 
only seen once and have not 
rewatched. It made no sense 
whatsoever.”

That said, he wasn’t go-
ing to allow that to temper his 
anticipation for “The Rise of 
Skywalker.”

“The trailers got me excit-
ed, what I’ve seen has gotten 
me excited, the return of old 
characters have gotten me ex-
cited, the promotions have got-

ten me excited, but I’m again 
holding my breath because 
what the last movie did was 
kind of, there’s a lot that either 
needs to be fixed or somewhat 
explained from the last mov-
ie,” he said.

Kevin Palumbo, a fellow 
North Providence resident, 
was equally excited to see the 
latest installment in the space 
odyssey. He recalled being a 
13-year-old in 1977 and seeing 
“A New Hope” in theaters nine 
times.

“Back in 1975, 1976, 1977, 
there was no movie like that,” 
Palumbo said. “That was the 
start of the technology. It was 
the first real blockbuster with 
technology on the big screen 
… It’s a classic love story. It 
was the bad guys are taking 
the galaxy over and the guy 
falls in love with a princess, he 
wants to get out of dodge, and 
he takes a chance in life and he 
meets a princess.”

“I’ve always loved space 
movies, I’ve always loved 

looking into the future. The 
reason I’m here, I’m hoping it 
just will be good,” he said.

Granted, his optimism for 
the franchise was tempered, 
much like Simonin’s, due to 
what he felt was a lackluster 
showing from the most recent 
release.

“The last one sucked … It 
could’ve been so much more,” 
he said. “When (Rey) finally 
meets Luke, he’s sitting there 
on a rock and making stupid 
jokes about becoming a Jedi. 
Come on. It was too cheesy, it 
was too Disney.”

However, he wasn’t going 
to let the disappointment from 
the last movie affect his excite-
ment for the final installment 
of a saga that started 42 years 
ago.

“I should be a critic, I see 
every movie under the sun,” 
he said with a laugh. “I’m very 
excited about ‘Star Wars.’ I just 
love it.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

Ernest A. Brown photo
FROM LEFT: Hailey Brien, 9; Harper Brien, 5; and Elijah Carpentier, 4; all of Douglas, Mass., check 
out the movie poster for ‘Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’ on display outside Cinemaworld in the 
Lincoln Mall Friday.

Jonathan Bissonnette photo
William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School senior
Alexander Coffin, left, holds the replica musket, while history
teacher Leo Strik, right, holds the ramrod that Coffin created.
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