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It’s no act. The cameras are rolling 
but Bob Wylie isn’t putting on a 
character. 
HBO’s “Hard Knocks,” the reality 

sports documentary television series 
that shows a behind-the-scenes view of 
an NFL team during training camp, is 
known for making prime time stars out 
less-heralded coaches and players alike, 
by showcasing some of the league’s 
unique personalities. 

Wylie’s turn came during the sea-
son’s third episode that first aired a few 
weeks ago. Wylie, an NFL coach since 
1990 and now in his second season as 
offensive line coach for the Cleveland 
Browns – was filmed while chatting 
with one of his linemen prior to that 
day’s practice.

“World War I and World War II ... 
They did push-ups, jumping jacks, sit-
ups! None of this fancy (expletive) … 
They won two World Wars! … You 
think they were worried when they 
were running across Normandy about 
(expletive) stretching? ... Give me my 
rubber bands so I can stretch so I can 
run across the beach … You’ve got to 
be kidding me!”

His unscripted soliloquy drew 
laughter from around the  country. With 
a rotund appearance that personifies the 
position group he coaches, Wylie at age 
67 quickly emerged as an overnight fa-
vorite as the “Hard Knocks” clip went 
viral on social media. 

But as longtime friends and col-
leagues can attest, the West Warwick 

native was just being his usual self.
“That’s no show. That’s him. He’s a 

consummate buster,” said Steve Alves, 
West Warwick High School’s Dean of 
Students and someone who’s known 
Wylie for 50-plus years. 

“Believe it or not, he was actually 
tall and skinny,” added Alves, noting 
that Wylie has a laugh that’s a dead 
ringer for a chainsaw.

This past Saturday, which was ros-
ter cutdown day for NFL teams, Wylie 
talked with Jim Lagor, who graduated 
with Wylie from West Warwick High 
School in 1969. It was Lagor’s first 
chance to catch up with Wylie since be-
coming a national celebrity. 

See WYLIE, page A2

By BRENDAN McGAIR | bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

SCHOOL OF 
HARD KNOCKS
Rhode Island native Bob Wylie has been a legendary character in local 
football circles for decades – now the rest of the world knows him too

Scott Boehm via AP
Cleveland Browns offensive line coach Bob Wylie looks on from the sidelines during a game last season. Wylie, a West Warwick 
native, became an overnight celebrity recently when he was seen on HBO’s “Hard Knocks.” The documentary series captured 
Wylie’s unique sense of humor and no-nonsense approach to football and life.

By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Karen 
Alzate never before sought 
public office. Then earlier this 
year, the 30-year-old York 
Avenue resident, inspired by 
the successful cam-
paign of District 8 
State Sen. Sandra C. 
Cano, decided it was 
time to try to make a 
change for her com-
munity.

But before she 
could do that, she’d 
need to unseat two-
term House Dis-
trict 60 State Rep. David A. 
Coughlin Jr. Knowing the 
challenge that lay ahead, Al-
zate still forged ahead in her 
inaugural run for public of-
fice. In June, Alzate found out 
that she would not be facing 
a challenge in her first foray 
into politics, as Coughlin an-
nounced that he opted not to 
seek a third term in office.

Now, Alzate is a rare com-
bination of politician – an 
unopposed rookie with no op-
ponent in the primary or gen-
eral election, seeking her first 
term in office.

“I think it hit me a couple 
of days after (Coughlin) de-
cided not to run, thinking ‘Oh 
my God, this is really real.’ 
I think it was there when I 
told my dad, he said, ‘Wow, 
Karen, this is real.’ A couple 
of days after, I had a con-
versation with my dad, let it 
sink in. He congratulated me, 

that’s when it really hit me,” 
she recalled during an inter-
view with The Times.

A Democrat and a case 
manager at The Providence 
Center, Alzate said she ini-
tially contemplated running 
for City Council in Pawtuck-
et two years ago, but said the 

position “seemed 
so far away. I didn’t 
think I could do it.”

“Sandra Cano 
winning the Senate 
seat was like, wow, 
that’s really big...” 
Alzate recalled of 
Cano’s victory in the 
District 8 State Sen-
ate race earlier this 

year. “She inspired me to run 
and made it seem not so far-
fetched.”

“She’s definitely been a 
great asset, getting to know 
her on a personal level,” Al-
zate said of the woman who 
inspired her to run for office. 
“We can work together with 
other women in the city. See-
ing her and how passionate 
she is about her city, it was 
a breath of fresh air to get to 
know her, another Latina who 
is passionate about the city. A 
friend, a mentor, an adviser, 
she’s definitely teaching me 
and showing me things. Now 
being in this new world, she’s 
making it less scary for me for 
sure.”

In deciding to run for state 
office, rather than City Coun-
cil, Alzate said among the key 
motivators were the future 

See ALZATE, page A2

Beginner’s luck: 
Political newcomer 
running unopposed

By JENNIFER KAY
Associated Press

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. 
— Tropical Storm Gordon 
lashed South Florida with 
heavy rains and high winds 
on Monday and is expected 
to strengthen into a hurricane 
when it hits the central U.S. 
Gulf Coast.

Gordon formed into a 
tropical storm near the Flor-
ida Keys early Monday as it 
moved west-northwest at 17 
mph. The storm is expected 
to reach hurricane strength 
when it hits the Gulf Coast, 
including coastal Mississip-
pi, by late Tuesday. From 
there, it is forecast to move 

inland over the lower Mis-
sissippi Valley on Wednes-
day.

The National Hurricane 
Center said at 8 p.m. EDT 
that the storm was centered 
95 miles  west of Fort My-
ers, Florida. Maximum sus-
tained winds were clocked at 
60 mph.

A hurricane warning was 
put into effect for the area 
stretching from the mouth 
of the Pearl River in Missis-
sippi to the Alabama-Flor-
ida border. As much as 8 
inches of rain could fall in 
some parts of the Gulf states 
through late Thursday.

See WARNING, page A2

Tropical Storm Gordon 
brings hurricane 
warning to Gulf Coast

Moose crowded by 
onlookers on shore 
drowns in Vermont

SOUTH HERO, Vt. (AP) — A 
moose drowned in Lake Cham-
plain after people crowded around 
the animal to take its picture, Ver-
mont wildlife officials said.

Fish and Wildlife Warden 
Robert Currier said the moose 
swam across the lake from New 
York to South Hero, Vermont, on 
Saturday. He said it made it onto 
land but was forced back into 
the water, likely feeling threat-
ened by onlookers. The moose 
succumbed to exhaustion and 
drowned.

Currier said he wasn’t there 
when the moose re-entered the 
water, but believes onlookers 

played a role based on what he 
heard from them and from local 
authorities. He arrived shortly 
before the animal drowned.

“It was struggling pretty good 
at that point. We were waiting for 
a boat to respond to try to assist 
it, but before the boat arrived, it 
had drowned,” he said Monday. 
“It was really rough out there, 
probably 4- to 5-foot swells and 
high wind.”

Currier said when the boat 
arrived, he got in the water and 
attached a rope to the moose to 
remove it.

See MOOSE, page A2

A moose stands in Lake Champlain in South Hero, 
Vt. Wildlife officials say the animal had crossed the 
lake, but went back in the water, possibly feeling 
threatened by onlookers, and drowned. 

First-time candidate Karen Alzate has 
no opponent for House District 60

Karen Alzate
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Making 
it safe to 

fight fires
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Researchers look 
for ways to help 

firefighters
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2018 Blackstone Valley High School Football Previews
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VALUABLE EXPERIENCE

Photos by Ernest A. Brown
St. Raphael standout Pride Clark (5, below) was one of a number of players who excelled in Division I last season. The Saints believe that the 
experience they gained last season proves to be valuable as upperclassmen in 2018.

SRA hopes 2017 sets stage for big season
By JON BAKER

jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET  –  Over the past two 
years, veteran St. Raphael Academy 
mentor Mike Sassi hasn’t had a choice 
but to use freshmen and sophomores as 
varsity players.

The reasons: Either his upperclass-
men, the guys with more experience, be-
came injured during the rigors of playing 
a Division I-A schedule, or a lack of those 
juniors and seniors from registering.

Naturally, the Saints’ record (1-6 
league, 3-8 overall) suffered as a result; 
they couldn’t keep pace with the deeper, 
more talented D-I clubs like Hendricken 
and La Salle.

Sassi, however, is beginning to see 
taking that unenviable direction bear 
fruit. He will return 15 starters to the var-
sity squad this summer and fall, and it all 
starts with his three senior tri-captains: 
Thomas Arsenault (OT/DT); Andrew 
Stephens (WR/MLB); and James Cole-
man (FB/LB).

See SRA, page B3

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
North Smithfield/Mount St. Charles co-op football 
coach Wes Pennington has the offensive and de-
fensive weapons to compete for a D-IV title. 

NS/MSC 
making big 
strides
After reaching playoffs 
in 2017, co-op squad 
built to compete in D-IV

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

NORTH SMITHFIELD — The North 
Smithfield/Mount St. Charles co-op football 
team has made great strides since the program 
had to forfeit the final two games of the 2015 
season because of a dearth of healthy players.

In 2016, North Smithfield joined forces with 
Mount St. Charles to increase the roster coach 
Wes Pennington has to work with. And, last sea-
son, the team returned to the playoffs for the first 
time since 2014 after a 3-4 season in Division III.

The Northmen-Mounties, who were summarily 
dismissed from the playoffs by eventual D-III Su-
per Bowl champion Burrillville, find themselves 
back in Division IV, and they expect to compete 
for their first title in program history thanks to the 
return of a number of crucial skill position players. 

“It’s hard to say right now, but we have a 
veteran bunch,” Pennington said prior to Fri-
day night’s Injury Fund contest. “We just need 
everyone to come together as a new group and 
new unit. I’m optimistic about what we can do, 
but it’s tough to tell this early in the season. We 
wanted to be more competitive last season by 
competing in games and on the practice field. 
That determines everything. As long as we’re 
competing, we’re going to be all right.”

See CO-OP, page B3

Kinsler leads Sox 
to rout of Atlanta

By CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Ian Kinsler 
describes Boston’s lineup as 
“electric.”

Now that he’s back on 
track following his return 
from a hamstring injury, 
Kinsler is showing he can 
add even more spark to the 
lineup.

Kinsler drove in three 
runs and the Red Sox contin-
ued their interleague success, 
beating the Atlanta Braves 
8-2 Monday in a matchup of 
division leaders.

Kinsler came off the 
disabled list on Aug. 17 af-
ter missing 11 games with 
the injury. He was hitting 
well before the injury and 
now has regained momen-
tum with two or more hits 
in four of his last seven 
games.

Asked if it was difficult to 
find his timing again, Kinsler 
said “I want to say no, be-
cause I don’t want to make 
any excuses. ... In a player’s 
head you think it should hap-
pen quick in a day or two.”

See KINSLER, page B2

Photo by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzartworks.com
Second baseman Brandon Phillips will spend the rest of September with the 
first-place Red Sox after the veteran was called up to Boston Monday. 

Triple-A

Phillips joins 
Red Sox
Veteran second baseman’s 
hard work leads to promotion

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Brandon Phillips didn’t 
get Bryce Brentz’d.

Unlike Brentz last season when he led 
the International League with 31 home runs, 
Phillips was not told to head home after a 
productive showing with the Pawtucket Red 
Sox. Before the PawSox hit the field for one 
final time in 2018 on Monday, Phillips was 
informed that the lone open spot on Boston’s 
40-man roster was his.

See PHILLIPS, page B2

“We just need everyone to come to-
gether as a new group and new unit. 
I’m optimistic about what we can do, 
but it’s tough to tell this earlier in 
the season.”

— NS/MSC coach Wes Pennington

Saints go 
flying in 
this year

SPORTS, B1

St. Raphael looks 
to compete for 
football title
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GARAGE OPENER
By JONATHAN 
BISSONNETTE

jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — The years-
long effort to rehabilitate the 
downtown parking garage has 
come to a conclusion, as the ga-
rage at the corner of Main Street 
and Park Place has reopened for 
public use.

In its previous life, the ga-
rage – originally built in 1978 
– provided 145 parking spaces 
as well as four retail storefronts 
which sat vacant for about a de-
cade. But city officials in March 
2016 said they’d heard from 
downtown business owners and 
customers who didn’t like using 
the garage because they felt the 
space was unsafe, particularly 
at night. The lack of visibility 
from the street was also blamed 
for various incidents of graffi-
ti, dumping, and vandalism of 
parked cars.

The city and Pawtucket Re-
development Agency last sum-
mer announced the selection of 
Trans Global Construction, LLC 
of North Providence, a construc-
tion consulting company, to ren-
ovate the municipal-owned ga-
rage. Officials, including Mayor 
Donald R. Grebien and U.S. 
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse last 
August celebrated the ground-
breaking of the $223,900 proj-
ect.

The old vacant storefronts 
have since been demolished, 
thus increasing visibility to the 
garage from the street level and 
enhancing safety and security, 
as well as adding more parking 
spaces. The garage was also 
painted and new LED light fix-
tures and emergency lights were 
installed.

The rehabilitation of the 
parking structure is part of the 
overall comprehensive down-
town revitalization plan, with a 
particular focus on making the 
garage more visually appealing 
and inviting. By removing the 

See GARAGE, page A2

Pawtucket 
police officers 
promoted, sworn 
in at ceremony

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET — Three new officers were 
sworn in and seven members of the Pawtucket 
Police Department were promoted to a higher 
rank last Friday.

Joining the ranks of the Pawtucket Police 
Department were three newly sworn-in officers, 
each coming from a unique background that led 
them to law enforcement.

Nicholas Croft. of the Riverside section of 
East Providence, a former truck driver for the 
Rhode Island Blood Center, received his Bache-
lor’s degree from the University of Rhode Island 
in criminal justice and criminology.

Jordan Coty of Framingham, Mass.. previ-
ously worked as a correction officer at the Con-
necticut Department of Correction. Coty gradu-
ated from Quinsigamond Community College in 
Worcester, with an Associate degree.

Brian Vestri of Warwick was also a correc-
tional officer prior to becoming a Pawtucket 
police officer, as he worked for three years at 
the Bristol County Sheriff’s Office in Massa-
chusetts. He also received his Bachelor’s degree 
from Johnson and Wales University.

Pawtucket Police Chief Tina Goncalves said 
the Pawtucket Police Department is “proud to 
announce the promotions and new hires. The 
pinning ceremony is always a special moment 
for our officers as it recognizes them and their 

See POLICE, page A3

By JONATHAN BISSONNETTE
jbissonnette@pawtuckettimes.com

LINCOLN — High school graduation 
can be a stressful time for many seniors. 
After four years of education, they are now 
entering a time of tremendous uncertainty of 
where their futures will lead them.

But at William M. Davies, Jr. Career and 
Technical High School, the stress of life after 
high school has been assuaged, as many se-
niors will be entering the workforce directly 
after receiving their diploma, thanks in large 
part to the school’s work-based learning pro-
gram.

Seniors in Davies Tech’s work-based 
learning program have completed more than 
20,200 hours in the field. According to sta-

tistics provided by the school, 154 of Davies 
Tech’s 178 seniors participated in work-
based learning, meaning that 87 percent of 
the class worked at one of the 118 business 
partners’ workplaces.

Cameron Parrillo of Pawtucket start-
ed as an intern at Anchor Subaru in North 
Smithfield last October. He didn’t need the 
full 50 hours as an intern for his bosses at 
the dealership to realize there was a future 
in this teenager. He was hired as a part-timer 
on April 1, and will begin his full-time em-
ployment as a service technician upon grad-
uating next month.

“At Anchor, they hired us before we even 
got uniforms, they were that ready … It was 
surreal,” he said.

Initially, Parrillo entered Davies seeking 

a career in the health industry, saying his 
mother suggested he should become a phar-
macist.

“I left health careers and entered auto,” 
he recalled. “It really caught my eye. My 
uncle … he’s always been into cars, I used 
to watch him. My dad fixed up an old BMW 
and I just watched him. I really had no expe-
rience, I was strictly watching.”

“Ever since I came (to Davies), I learned 
the basics…” he said. “It got me a job and 
I’m glad that I switched.”

At the dealership, Parrillo said he’s found 
out about the value of working on a tight 
schedule and getting the job done in a timely 
manner.

See JOBS, page A2

City man 
indicted in 
connection 
with murder

By JOSEPH FITZGERALD
jfitzgerald@woonsocketcall.com

PAWTUCKET – A Pawtucket man has been 
indicted in connection with the murder of a man 
during a robbery in downtown Providence on 
Dec. 26, 2018.

The Providence County Grand Jury returned 
an indictment charging Pofinima Mabuo Gwea-
ma, Jr., 30, with one count of murder; three counts 
of first-degree robbery; one count of conspiracy 
to commit robbery; three counts of discharging 
a firearm while in the commission of a crime of 
violence; one count of carrying a firearm with-
out a license; and one count of possession of a 
firearm after having been convicted of a crime of 
violence. 

Police say Gweama and another man, Walter 
Kpan, 32, of North Providence, were involved in 
Long’s murder. Kpan, 32, of North Providence, 
was charged with first-degree murder during the 
commission of a robbery, committing a crime of 
violence with a firearm, carrying a pistol without 
a license and conspiracy.

Police say Long was in the passenger’s seat of 
a stopped car in front of 100 Fountain St. when he 
was shot at about 4 a.m. He was pronounced dead 
at Rhode Island Hospital. He was the city’s 11th 
homicide victim of the year.

Gweama is scheduled to be arraigned on June 
6 in Providence County Superior Court.

City successfully revamps one-time downtown eyesore

Ernest A. Brown photos
The Municipal Garage renovations are complete at the corner of Main Street and Park Place in 
Pawtucket, as pictured Wednesday morning. The next step is fresh cement being poured in sec-
tions of the sidewalks nearby.

Local students can hit the ground running 
Seniors in Davies Tech work-based learning program get their diplomas, then a job



Garage
Continued from page A1
storefronts, it opens the ga-
rage to outside air to add vis-
ibility, while also increasing 
access and creating short-term 
parking spaces on the street’s 
edge. Removing the store-
fronts has also opened seven 
additional parking spaces.

Repairing the much-ma-
ligned eyesore was also 
deemed necessary by city 
officials given the ambitious 
plans local leaders have for 
the future of downtown Paw-
tucket. The Guild has already 

brought numerous partner 
brewers and tens of thousands 
of visitors to a parcel within a 
three-minute walk of the ga-
rage, the commuter rail stop 
and Conant Thread District is 
planned about a quarter-mile 
away, and the Division Street 
parcel is about a half-mile 
from the garage.

The $223,900 project was 
funded in part by a grant 
from the state, with additional 
matching funds from the city 
and the Pawtucket Redevel-
opment Agency.

Mayor Donald R. Grebien 
said in a statement emailed 
to The Times: “The reopen-

ing of the downtown garage 
will provide a more welcom-
ing place to park for those 
visiting the businesses in the 
downtown area. We look for-
ward to seeing the positive 
results for the businesses in 
the vicinity. I would like to 
thank the Governor’s admin-
istration for funding this proj-
ect through the Main Street 
Grant program. This grant 
will help make downtown a 
more welcoming destination 
for visitors.”

Director of Planning Sue 
Mara said the completion of 
the garage’s rehabilitation was 
an important factor to both 
city officials and the PRA.

“The city and also the PRA 
really thinks it’s important to 
support the local businesses,” 
Mara said. “One way to do 
that is by providing parking. 
We recognized there were 
some security concerns at the 
garage and our intent with the 
renovation project was to in-
crease visibility.”

“The storefronts were tak-
en out. Now you can see Main 
Street,” she said. “There’s in-

creased lighting, it’s been re-
painted with graffiti-resistant 
paint.”

With officials hoping to re-
vitalize downtown Pawtucket, 
Mara said even something 
as simple as rehabilitating a 
parking garage could have a 
ripple effect.

“I think it helps with the 
aesthetics of downtown, the 
lighting is important to re-em-
phasize, to make all facilities 
safe and secure and inviting, 
to make it safe for people after 
dark. Ideally, we’ll have peo-
ple (downtown) after 6 going 
to restaurants, and whatever 
we can do to improve access 
and safety and security down-
town,” Mara said.

Business owners down-
town, meanwhile, appeared 
“really excited” at the pros-
pects of an all-new garage.

“It’s not been a long time 
since it was completed but we 
did hear a lot of ‘When’s it 
going to be done?’ I imagine 
they’re excited that the project 
is finally completed,” she said.

Jonathan Bissonnette on 
Twitter @J_Bissonnette

WASHINGTON (AP) — Special counsel Robert Mueller 
said Wednesday that charging President Donald Trump with 
a crime was “not an option” because of federal rules, but he 
used his first public remarks on the Russia investigation to 
emphasize that he did not exonerate the president.

“If we had had confidence that the president clearly did 
not commit a crime, we would have said so,” Mueller de-
clared.

The special counsel’s remarks stood as a pointed rebut-
tal to Trump’s repeated claims that he was cleared and that 
the two-year inquiry was merely a “witch hunt.” They also 
marked a counter to criticism, including by Attorney Gener-
al William Barr, that Mueller should have reached a deter-
mination on whether the president illegally tried to obstruct 
the probe by taking actions such as firing his FBI director.

Mueller made clear that his team never considered in-
dicting Trump because the Justice Department prohibits the 
prosecution of a sitting president.

“Charging the president with a crime was therefore not an 
option we could consider,” Mueller said during a televised 
statement. He said he believed such an action would be un-
constitutional.

Mueller did not use the word ‘impeachment,” but said it 
was the job of Congress – not the criminal justice system – 
to hold the president accountable for any wrongdoing.

The special counsel’s statement largely echoed the central 
points of his 448-page report, which was released last month 
with some redactions. But his remarks, just under 10 min-
utes long and delivered from a Justice Department podium, 
were extraordinary given that he had never before discussed 
or characterized his findings and had stayed mute during two 
years of feverish public speculation.

Mueller, a former FBI director, said Wednesday that his 
work was complete and he was resigning to return to private 
life.

His remarks underscored the unsettled resolution, and 
revelations of behind-the-scenes discontent, that accompa-
nied the end of his investigation. His refusal to reach a con-
clusion on criminal obstruction opened the door for Barr to 
clear the president, who in turn has cited the attorney gener-
al’s finding as proof of his innocence.

Trump, given notice Tuesday evening that Mueller would 
speak the next morning, watched on television. For weeks, 
he had been nervous about the possibility about the special 
counsel testifying before Congress, worried about the visual 
power of such a public appearance.

Shortly after Mueller concluded, the president who has 
repeatedly and falsely claimed that the report cleared him 
of obstruction of justice, tweeted a subdued yet still some-
what inaccurate reaction: “Nothing changes from the Muel-
ler Report. There was insufficient evidence and therefore, in 
our Country, a person is innocent. The case is closed! Thank 

you”
While claiming victory, 

the tone of the president’s 
tweet was a far cry from 
the refrain of “total exon-
eration” that has dominated 
his declarations.
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“You get a car in for an oil change, 
here you take as much time as you 
need, but there, they want 20 minutes. 
They want you to get your oil change 
done,” he said of the differences be-
tween school and the workforce. “The 
pacing is intense, I got thrown into it. 
You gather a rhythm, the more you’re 
there, the easier things come to you.”

In addition to working full-time at 
Anchor Subaru, Parrillo will enroll at 
the Community College of Rhode Is-
land to study computer engineering, 
saying he wants to combine that field 
with the automotive industry as cars 
now are largely “turning into comput-
ers.”

Zachary Carrier of Lincoln also 
interned at Anchor Subaru, but upon 
turning 18, he was offered a part-time 
gig at Tasca Ford in Cranston. Upon 
graduating next month, he’ll begin 
his full-time employment at the deal-
ership’s truck center.

Working in the automotive indus-
try is something Carrier says he was 
“born and raised” to do.

“I’ve always said it’s in my blood,” 
he said. “My mom always worked on 
cars, my dad too, I was always inter-
ested … I jumped right on the auto-
motive program (at Davies). As soon 
as I came here, I knew it was meant 
for me.”

“I’m very happy, I’m very lucky to 
be in this business, I have a lot of pas-
sion and pride for it,” he added.

Working in the field offers him a 
new avenue of learning the tricks of 
the trade, as he said the shop at Davies 
is “limited to so much.”

“But at Tasca, knowing the differ-
ent jobs and how to work on it, the 
routine these techs have, learning all 
the tricks is really cool,” he noted. “I 
couldn’t ask for anything better. It’s a 
job and a career.”

Virgilio Gomez of Pawtucket was 
placed at Yushin America in Crans-
ton, which manufactures robotics au-
tomation technology for the plastics 
industry. At the Cranston headquar-
ters, Gomez operates a CNC milling 
machine.

“What really interested me was 
the past I had,” Gomez recalled. “My 
brother was a big role model, he in-
troduced me to machine tech, and 

from there it caught my eye, knowing 
you can work on complex things, just 
knowing you can make things.”

“I’ve learned that it’s scary, know-
ing there’s a lot of pressure,” he said. 
“If you mess up, where I work there’s 
a lot of guys, they have a lot of differ-
ent ways they can do a part faster. Us 
young kids not knowing what’s best, 
they get under our skin but it’s tough 
love. It’s pretty easy now.”

Satayshia McQuillan of Pawtuck-
et found her work at Tracey Gear and 
Precision Shaft in Pawtucket, a custom 
manufacturer of precision gears and 
shafts. Like Gomez, she mostly works 
on a CNC milling machine.

Through her work at Tracey, Mc-
Quillan said she’s found herself “a lot 
more interested in the trade.” Her full-
time employment there begins on June 
10.

“I’ve been able to work on a ma-
chine to produce different parts than in 
shop,” she said of the differences be-
tween working at Davies and in the 
workforce. “It was kind of scary at 
first but I got used to it. Just being in 
an actual workplace with a bunch of 
people I didn’t know.”

Susan Votto, Davies Tech’s super-

visor of career and technical educa-
tion, expressed tremendous pride in 
each of the students who have found 
employment via the work-based learn-
ing program.

“Going out in the world of work, 
they really can compare what they’re 
learning in school and the world of 
work…” Votto said. “Many of the part-
ners have educational training for em-
ployees. Most go out and get hired also 
do post-secondary (education), em-
ployers will work around that as well.”

Karen Murphy, the workforce de-
velopment coordinator at Davies Tech, 
said where she becomes perhaps the 
most proud is “knowing we have a 
great faculty preparing them to go out 
into the world and to be able to hone 
in on the skills and apply them to their 
future careers.”

“Getting the phone calls before the 
end of school saying ‘We’re hiring,’ I 
just feel that I’ve also helped complete 
my job by getting them prepared for 
their futures…” Murphy said. “All 
the industry partners, they say they 
want Davies students and that makes 
us proud.”

Jonathan Bissonnette on Twitter 
@J_Bissonnette

Submitted photo
The National Honor Society was formed in 1921.  Over 1 million students are estimated to participate in the National Honor Society. 
Since 1946, the National Honor Society has given out more than $15 million in scholarship awards. However, 2019 is the first year 
Davies has participated in National Honor Society. Students who join Davies National Honor Society have a 3.75 GPA or higher, 
show leadership qualities, integrity, and are required to serve 20 service hours helping with different projects, and Davies students 
far exceed those hours. They are pictured here with their advisers. Members include seniors Samantha Amegashie-Baako, Courtny 
Botelho, Oswald Burgos, Victoria Carrion, Luz Correa, Julianna Desautel, Marieliz Falu Iglesias, Ryan Feliciano, Miriam Hilaire, Li-
aynez Jimanez, Ashley Melendez, Mercedes Otero, Thalia Philippe, Vanessa Sanchez and Yesenia Santos; as well as juniors Aaron 
Aguilar, Ibiolatiwa Akomolafe, Victoria Aquino, Nicholas Croce, Tyler Faria, Christopher Glebus, Jr., Christian Godinez, Jordan 
Miranda, Stephen Rogers and Indy Silva.

FIRST IN CLASS

Mueller declares his 
Russia report did not 
exonerate Trump

Body of missing Utah girl is found
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A body 

believed to be a missing 5-year-old 
Utah girl was found Wednesday less 
than a block from her home, bringing 
a wide-ranging search to a grim close 
five days after the child was taken from 
her home and killed by her uncle, police 
said.

The body believed to be Elizabeth 
“Lizzy” Shelley was found hidden under 
trees and brush after 21-year-old Alex 
Whipple told his lawyer where he had 
hidden her, Logan Police Chief Gary 
Jensen said.

The discovery came hours after 
Whipple was charged with murder and 
other counts. He provided the map in 
exchange for prosecutors taking the 
death penalty off the table, Jensen said.

Jensen said the discovery was disap-
pointing but “nevertheless is closure and 
helps us be able to now deal with the in-
vestigation and help the family through 

their grief.”
In a statement read by a victim’s advo-

cate, the girl’s mother, Jessica Whipple, 
said: “There are not words to express the 
sadness and heartbreak we feel today. 
This did not end the way we wanted to 
do but in the sadness we are comforted 
by the effort people put in to find Liz-
zy. We would never have expected this 
outpouring of love and support. It was 
beautiful.”

The body was found after officers 
spent days combing the city set in a pic-
turesque valley near the Idaho border 
about 80 miles north of Salt Lake City.

Crews previously searched the area 
where the body was buried but didn’t 
find her, Jensen said.

Alex Whipple’s attorney, Shannon 
Demler, said his client “knows he did 
something that’s inexcusable.”

“He wanted at least the family to 
know ... she had passed away so that 

they could get some kind of closure,” 
Demler said.

Whipple hadn’t previously acknowl-
edged involvement in his niece’s dis-
appearance, but did tell police alcohol 
makes him “black out” and some-
times do “criminal things,” prosecutors 
said.

He alluded frequently to “how evil 
the world we live in is,” as he talked 
about his struggles as a child, according 
to court documents.

Whipple was charged with aggravat-
ed murder, child kidnapping, obstruction 
of justice and desecration of a human 
body, a charge that relates to steps taken 
to hide the body, Jensen said.

The child’s blood was found on 
Whipple’s watch and sweatshirt, au-
thorities said, and his handprint was dis-
covered on the PVC pipe. Nearby was 
a broken knife taken from the family’s 
kitchen bearing the blood of the girl.
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