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BOYS SOCCER

The Pawtucket-based R.I. North Coyotes 
are heading to the postseason with some mo-
mentum after posting a doubleheader sweep 
of the Cranston Bulldogs. The Coyotes took 
Game 1 by a 10-5 score and followed up with 
a 9-2 triumph.

Last Saturday’s opening game against 
Cranston saw Coyotes pitchers Ethan Leary 

and Nathan Potter combine to strike out 10 
while walking just two. Offensively, the Coy-
otes pounded out 17 hits with Leary leading 
the way with four base hits. Matt Brackett 
added two doubles while Brandon Ribeiro, 
Jeff LaRose, Trey Thibeault, Jacob Faria and 
Potter all contributed two hits.

In Game 2, Chase Joubert grabbed the win 

on the mound after tossing 5.1 innings of 
one-run ball with seven strikeouts and three 
walks. Thibeault also saw time on the mound 
(1.2 innings, one run, two strikeouts). Offen-
sively, the Coyotes had 13 hits with Joubert 
leading the charge with two doubles as part 
of a three-hit showing. LaRose also had three 
hits (two doubles) while Potter contributes 

two doubles. Brackett also collected two hits.
The Coyotes finish the regular season 

with a 4-6 record.
It’s now off to the playoffs as the Coyotes 

open the best-of-three playoff this coming 
Saturday with a doubleheader in Chariho. If 
a third game is needed, it will take place Sun-
day at Max Read Field.

R.I. North Coyotes finish regular season with crucial sweep
BASEBALL

By JON BAKER
jbaker@pawtuckettimes.com

WOONSOCKET  –  Marc Piette often won-
ders what kind of athletic career he would have 
– could have – had at Woonsocket High and be-
yond if he hadn’t suffered a crushing knee injury 
early in his senior year.

He he had high hopes for his final year as a 
Villa Novan student-athlete. As captain of the 
varsity football team, he would lead by exam-
ple. In a perfect world, he’d also help the squad 
capture a state Division I championship.

And, as a solid shot putter/hammer and weight 
thrower, he would try to improve his stock in the 
state and New England indoor and outdoor track 
& field communities while providing important 
points for his school.

One play in a mere scrimmage destroyed all 
that.

Or did it?
Piette has accomplished a great deal since 

that fateful day in September 1999. He has now 
mentored dozens of All-State and All-American 
throwers after trying to make the most of an in-
auspicious close to his interscholastic career.

See PIETTE, page B3

By TERESA M. WALKER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  — The Buffalo Bills’ 
game with Tennessee remains on schedule for 
Tuesday night after the Titans had no positives 
Monday morning, while the New England Pa-
triots also returned no positives after the NFL 
pushed back their game with Denver to Sunday, 
a person familiar with the situation told The As-
sociated Press.

These latest testing results come a day after 
the NFL juggled the schedule affecting nine 
teams after both the Patriots and Titans had a 
positive result apiece Sunday. Both teams closed 
their facilities, though the NFL gave the Titans 
permission for an afternoon practice involving 
only players, coaches and trainers.

The Titans (3-0) had the NFL’s first 
COVID-19 outbreak with the league shutting 
down their facility Sept. 29, reaching a total of 
24 players and personnel, according to the per-
son who spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause neither the NFL the Titans commented on 
all the test results.

Tennessee returned two of the three players 
put on reserve/COVID-19 list that day to the ac-
tive roster Sunday in defensive captain DaQuan 
Jones and long snapper Beau Brinkley.

See NEGATIVE, page B3

FRUSTRATED

Photos by Louriann Mardo-Zayat / lmzarrworks.com
Cumberland senior Braeden LeClair, above, senior forward Jacob Murphy, below, and senior forward Alex Sicaju, bottom, spent plenty of 
time in the Barrington penalty box Monday afternoon, but the Clippers failed to find the back of the net in a 1-0 Division I defeat.

Cumberland plays 
well in second half but 
can’t find back of net

Pats, Titans all 
test negative

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

CUMBERLAND — There’s a new coaching staff, 
new players and the rules – thanks to the pandem-
ic – are slightly different, but the challenge remains 
the same for the Cumberland boys soccer team – find 
someone who can be a reliable finisher in the box.

After scoring a pair of goals in a non-league vic-
tory over Central on Saturday, the Clippers walked 
off the Tucker Field turf Monday afternoon frus-
trated they didn’t take advantage of their numer-
ous second-half chances in their Division I opener 
against Barrington.

The Eagles used a 33rd-minute goal from Sam 
Faulkner to earn the victory and the visitors rode 
their luck during a nervy and physical second 
half. Tyler Chobanian, Ethan McDermott, Faris 
Dalou and Braeden LeClair all had chances to 

See CLIPPERS, page B6

“We’re struggling in the final 
third, we’re struggling to put the 
ball in the net. We did it twice the 
other day, but it has to be more 
consistent.”

— Cumberland coach Larry Lopes

Submitted photo
Woonsocket track coach Marc Piette, left, has 
coached numerous All-Americans and nation-
al champions including, from left to right, Jesse 
Houle, Tarik O’Hagan and Logan Coles. 

A true Novan
Piette helping other athletes 
after own career was ended 
by devastating knee injury

Clippers  
can’t find 

net in loss

SPORTS, B1

Cumberland falls 
to Barrington in 

defensive battle

WOONSOCKET – The 
fire department’s Woonsocket 
Regional Hazardous Materi-
als Team has received train-
ing and equipment that will 
improve its ability to respond 
to confined space incidents at 
facilities like the Woonsocket 
Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant. 

The training opportunities 
and equipment updates were 
coordinated by Jim Lauzon 
of Jacobs Engineering Group, 
project manager at the re-
gional wastewater treatment 
facility, according to the local 
hazmat team.

In addition to providing 
members of the Woonsocket 

Hazardous Materials Team 
and Cumberland Technical 
Rescue Team with the oppor-
tunity to enter a confined area 
of the treatment facility, Lau-
zon also provide the city unit 
with a cart air supply system 
and back-up air supply units 
to improve firefighter entries 
to limited access spaces.

The new cart allows fire-
fighters to work with air sup-
plied from the cart rather than 
the bulky air bottles worn on 
a backpack. The small supple-
mental supply air pacts includ-
ed in the equipment upgrade 
provide a back-up air supply 
to allow a firefighter to exit in 
an emergency situation.

City firefighters 
get new equipment

By JOSEPH B. NADEAU
jnadeau@woonsocketcall.com

LINCOLN – Briar Dacier uses state-
of-the art computer assisted manufac-
turing machines in his courses training 
new certified machinists at the William 
M. Davies Career and Technical High 
School at 50 Jenckes Hill Road.

But the machine technology instruc-
tor’s students need to work with that 
equipment in person to get the most 
from their technical education at Da-
vies and that’s why the school is cur-
rently operating under a hybrid sched-
ule under the continuing COVID-19 
pandemic.

The mix of both in-person days at 
Davies and virtual classroom time is 
giving Davies students hands-on in-
struction in their technical and skill-
based courses as they head toward 
graduation and their certifications in 
those career choices.

See DAVIES, page A3

LEARNING AS THEY GO
Davies High School taking safety precautions due to 
COVID but remains committed to hands-on learning

Davies instructor Steven LeClair holds class in the  machine technology workshop 
for a group of freshmen students.

Gains for tech stocks 
send Wall Street higher

By STAN CHOE and 
ALEX VEIGA

AP Business Writers

Stocks marched higher 
again on Monday, as Wall 
Street extended its gains from 
last week’s rally, the market’s 
best in three months. 

The S&P 500 rose 1.6%, 
following up on strengthening 
in stock markets around the 
world. Big Tech stocks, in-
cluding Apple and Microsoft, 
powered much of the gains. 
Their businesses have proven 
to be practically impervious to 
the pandemic, unlike compa-
nies that would benefit from a 
strengthening economy. 

The market’s latest upward 
push came as Wall Street ap-
peared to largely shrug off the 
latest signs that Democrats and 
Republicans are no closer to 
reaching a deal on more aid for 
the economy, which remains 
hobbled by the pandemic. 
Over the weekend, Democrat-
ic House Speaker Nancy Pe-

losi criticized the latest offer 
from the Trump administration 
on a stimulus package as “one 
step forward, two steps back,” 
while the president’s fellow 
Republicans called it too ex-
pensive. 

Investors may be betting 
that Congress will deliver a 
more generous aid bill after the 
election, should Democrats re-
gain the majority in Congress, 
as some polls suggest.

“The market is expressing 
some comfort with Demo-
crats taking the White House 
and the Senate, if it means 
that there will be more stim-
ulus,” said Willie Delwiche, 
investment strategist at Baird. 
“But the reality is it’s several 
months away before anything 
could get passed. It does raise 
a question in my mind whether 
or not some of this is too much, 
too soon in terms of the mar-
ket anticipating stimulus at this 
point.” 

The S&P 500 rose 57.09 
points to 3,534.22. 

2 Stanford economists 
win Nobel prize for 
improving auctions
By DAVID KEYTON, FRANK JORDANS 

and PAUL WISEMAN
Associated Press

STOCKHOLM — Auctions are everywhere 
in today’s economy. They determine how Google 
sells ads, what price consumers end up paying for 
electricity, and the way governments sell off the 
public airwaves to telecom companies and broad-
casters.

For helping make auctions run more efficiently, 
two Americans on Monday won the Nobel prize 
for economics. 

The discoveries of Paul R. Milgrom and Rob-
ert B. Wilson, both of Stanford University, “have 
benefited sellers, buyers and taxpayers around the 
world,” the Nobel Committee said.

Wilson, 83, was once Milgrom’s Ph.D. adviser, 
and the two also happen to be neighbors. Reached 
by phone at his home in California, Milgrom, 72, 
said he received news of their win “in a strange 
way.”

“I got a knock at my door from Bob Wilson,” 
he told The Associated Press.

Security camera footage at Milgrom’s home 
captured the moment. Wilson knocked on Mil-
grom’s door in the dead of night and spoke into 
the intercom. “Paul,’’ he said. “It’s Bob Wilson. 

See NOBEL, page A3

Suspect in Rhode 
Island homicide 
caught at border

PROVIDENCE (AP) — 
The suspect in a fatal stab-
bing in Rhode Island last 
month has been apprehend-
ed apparently trying to cross 
from California into Mexico, 
authorities say.

Michael Domenech, 35, 
approached the Border Pa-
trol checkpoint on Interstate 
8 near Pine Valley, California, 
in a gray sedan at about 2 a.m. 
Saturday, according to U.S. 
Border Patrol.

When agents approached 
the driver, he drove away 
from the checkpoint at a high 
rate of speed, authorities said.

Agents used a tire defla-
tion device to deflate one of 
the car’s tires. The pursuit 
continued for 20 minutes un-
til Domenech was taken into 

custody.
Record checks revealed 

that the car was reported sto-
len, and the driver was want-
ed in Rhode Island, Border 
Patrol said.

Domenech was turned over 
to the U.S. Marshals Service. 
It’s not clear when he will be 
returned to Rhode Island. The 
case was not listed in online 
state records and it’s unclear 
if he has an attorney.

Domenech was wanted 
in connection with the fatal 
stabbing of Cory Vargas, 31, 
in Providence on Sept. 24.

Vargas was brought to a 
city fire station in a private ve-
hicle before being transported 
to the hospital, where he died. 
The death was the city’s 12th 
homicide of the year.

COVID testing site 
relocating again

PAWTUCKET (AP) — 
A coronavirus testing site 
for residents of Pawtucket 
and Central Falls is moving 
again this week.

The site currently locat-
ed on Dexter Street in Paw-
tucket is moving to 354 Pine 
Street in Pawtucket on Tues-
day, Mayor Donald Grebien 
told WPRI-TV. The testing 
facility is being moved be-
cause the current site is be-
ing redeveloped, he said.

It was originally opened 
at the Rhode Island Col-
lege facility in Central Falls 
but moved to Dexter Street 
when the college needed the 

space back.
“We had to make sure 

that rather than just moving 
it quickly, we did it thor-
oughly,” the mayor said. 
“So, we’ve been working on 
this for about a month with 
the National Guard to make 
sure the site was more con-
ducive, larger, and this site 
has met all of the challeng-
es, if you will, of the last 
two sites.”

Like the previous two 
sites, the new location will 
be be open for walk-up and 
drive-thru tests for residents 
who schedule an appoint-
ment.

Photos by Joseph B. Nadeau
Instructor Briar Dacier works with  student Davion DePina to operate a CNC lathe at the William M. Davies Career and Technical 
Center last week. As a technical high school, Davies emphasizes “hands-on” learning and therefore faces unique challenges 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Are we 
drinking 
too much?

HEALTH, A3

Wine in moderation 
can be good, but 
don’t overdo it
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E.A. Marcoux & Son, Inc.
Heating & Air Conditioning

Sheet Metal Work

530 Social St., Woonsocket, RI 02895
401-769-3642

Licensed & Insured

Gas & Oil Furnaces
Installation & Service

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of 
a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.
AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in 
Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER 140 years 
of experience and offers the Liberation 
Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, wide door, 
built-in safety bar and textured � oor provides a 
safer bathing experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed by 
American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

1-866-712-5317
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/woonsocket

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE!
SAVE $1,500

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

Lifetime Warranty! Finance Options Available*

W. GIFFORD-JONES, M.D. 
and DIANA GIFFORD-JONES

Are we drinking too much during the pandemic?
Winston Churchill, Great Brit-

ain’s wartime prime minister, once 
remarked that, “he had gotten more 
out of alcohol than alcohol had tak-
en out of him.” During the Nazi 
bombing of London perhaps an al-
coholic drink eased his tension. But 
recent reports from Tufts Universi-
ty in Boston and the University of 
California, question the increased 
use of alcohol during this viral pan-
demic. So, should we cut back on 
glasses of chardonnay?

How much has the viral pan-
demic affected us? According to a 
Nielsen report, alcohol sales in the 
U.S. increased by 55% in March 
2020. In China, where the infection 
started, sales of alcohol increased 
twofold.

When we drink alcohol, en-
zymes in the liver break down the 
alcohol molecule creating a com-
pound called, acetaldehyde. This is 
a toxin, that if taken to excess, can 
cause liver damage, pancreatitis, 
and various cancers. So, are poten-
tial risks too high?

A recent study published in the 
journal Neurology followed 20,000 
low to moderate drinkers, mid-
dle-aged to elderly, for nine years, 
to check on their brains. These were 
compared to those who had never 
touched alcohol. Researchers dis-
covered low to moderate drinking 
improved brain function and its 
rate of decline. But another study 
showed that 14 drinks a week had 

the opposite effect.
What about red wine that has 

been associated with improved car-
diovascular health? This column 
has reported that moderate drinkers 
live longer that teetotalers. Stud-
ies have also shown alcohol slows 
down the formation of blood clots, 
decreasing coronary attack and 
stroke.

But Dr. Alice H. Lichtenstein, 
Director of Cardiovascular Nu-
trition at Tufts University, says, 
“There is no proof that moderate 
alcohol consumption offers any 
protection. People who drink mod-
erately also make other healthier 
diet and lifestyle choices like not 
smoking.”

There is also general agreement 
among authorities that excessive 
amounts of alcohol over time is a 
carcinogen. This can result in can-
cers of the neck, esophagus, liver, 
colon and breast. Alcohol also in-
terferes with the breakdown of es-
trogen, increasing the risk of estro-
gen sensitive breast malignancies.

Too much chardonnay can also 
weaken the immune cells in the 
lungs and other organs. That’s the 
last thing we want during the pan-
demic.

Another thing that we don’t need 
is mothers who drink during preg-
nancy. It’s tragic when mothers 
drink to excess and their child suf-
fers from fetal alcoholic syndrome. 
There’s no miracle treatment for 
these innocent children.

The main philosophy of this 
column for over 45 years has been 
Rule #1, prevention. Rule #2, never 
forget Rule #1. This means making 
sound lifestyle decisions starting 
early in life. It is the best passport 
for long life.

The debate over the use of alco-
hol may never end. But this column 
contends that sound advice is to 
enjoy moderate consumption of al-
cohol. Excessive use has proven to 
lead to tragic consequences.

Future studies may point oth-
erwise. But until that happens it is 
interesting to consider what some 

brilliant minds have remarked 
about the drinking of alcohol.

For instance, Hippocrates, the 
Father of Medicine, centuries ago 
supported the use of alcohol. Sir 
William Osler, the esteemed Pro-
fessor of Medicine at McGill in 
Montreal, Johns Hopkins, and Ox-
ford universities claimed that alco-
hol was for the elderly what milk is 
for the young. Add to this the wise 
counsel of Cardinal Richelieu who 
remarked, “If God forbade drink-
ing, would he have made wine so 
good?” And let us not forget that 
Jesus supported the use of alcohol. 
After all, he changed water into 
wine.

But don’t follow the example 
of an elderly Churchill, who said, 
“I used to say I won’t drink before 
lunch, now it’s before breakfast.”

Sign-up at www.docgiff.com to 
receive our weekly e-newsletter. 
For comments, contact-us@doc-
giff.com.

Davies
Continued from page A1

Dacier demonstrated the 
importance of his classroom 
time with students while 
working with three seniors on 
running a Haas Computer Nu-
merical Control (CNC) lathe to 
machine a piece of aluminum 
stock into a pre-designed part.

“It operates with a 
hand-written program that the 
students code and then the ma-
chine reads that program and 
creates the tool movements to 
create the end product,” Dacier 
said while explaining the ma-
chine technology class project.

Students in Dacier’s class-
es like Angel Delacruz, Mari-
ama Barry and Davin DePina 
can leave high school and go 
to work manufacturing prod-
ucts for companies like jew-
elry manufacturer Tiffany & 
Company right here in Rhode 
Island, he noted. 

The students’ potential 
walk-on jobs could range from 
CNC programmer, CNC oper-
ator, apprentice machinist, or 
even a quality control inspec-
tor, Dacier explained. 

“They can do all of those 
right out of high school,” he 
said 

Some companies may even 
provide their employees with 
the opportunity to attend a 
post-secondary technology 
school or college machine en-
gineering program to continue 
their education in the trade, he 
said. 

As he worked with Dacier 
to load and run the CNC lathe 
this week, DePina said he en-
joyed seeing how the high-tech 
machine operated. 

“I’d like to be an operator,” 
the student said while explain-
ing he would consider the skill 
as a future career option.

Delacruz said he too could 
see himself working in CNC 
operation for a job and Barry 
said she would use the skills 
she was learning in the class 
for a cooperative-study assign-
ment with a company as part of 
her Davies diploma work. 

Davies has just under 900 
students attending under its 
current hybrid schedule and 
is operating with about 50 
percent of its student body in 
school at any time.

All Davies students have 

a synchronous virtual class-
room day on Mondays under 
the schedule and then students 
with last names A-J go in for 
in-person classes on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Students with 
last names from K through Z 
attend in person on Wednes-
days and Fridays.

Aside from Mondays, the 
students are on asynchronous 
learning, working on assigned 
projects or study, from home 
the remaining days of the week.

Davies Director Adam Fly-
nn-Tabloff explained that the 
hybrid plan – put together by 
a committee of Davies staff, 
administrators and parents 
over the summer – brings in 
about 400 Davies students for 
in-person learning at any given 
time and in turn provides the 
required space and social dis-
tancing needed to keep every-
one safe under the pandemic.

“It’s going well, all of our 
inside spaces allow for social 
distancing at 6 feet or more,” 
Flynn-Tabloff noted. 

There are some courses 
where the social distancing 
might be less, but Davies is 
also following a universal pol-
icy for wearing masks at all 

times for students and staff as 
part of its safety protocols.

The safe distancing guide-
line has also been maintained 
in the cafeteria during lunch-
times and Flynn-Tabloff said 
that would not have been pos-
sible without a hybrid plan to 
keep in-person attendance at 
50 percent. 

The students themselves 
have also helped by following 
all the guidelines for wearing 
masks and frequent hand-san-
itizing, according to Fly-
nn-Tabloff.

“The kids have been fan-
tastic and wear their masks 
despite what a lot people had 
said,” he noted. “They have 
been absolutely fantastic.” 

The hybrid plan has been 
operating thus far without any 
major issues or adjustments 
and Flynn-Tabloff expects that 
it will remain in place for the 
foreseeable future give the cas-
es of COVID-19 still cropping 
up in communities and schools 
around the state.

In the meantime, Davies 
intends to keep giving its stu-
dents the education they need 
to be successful in the future 
workforce, according to the 

director.
“The kids want to be here 

and we are really trying to get 
our focus back on teaching and 
learning while abiding by all 
the new ways of doing things,” 
Flynn-Tabloff said.

For now Davies extracurric-
ular activities will remain un-
der a virtual format that will be 
getting under way in the near 
future. 

Davies is offering its stu-
dents soccer, cross country and 
cheerleading this fall under 
the guidelines put out by the 
Rhode Island Interscholastic 
League.

Davies will also be holding 
its annual Future Student Night 
open house for Rhode Island 

8th graders as a virtual event 
on Nov. 5, according to Jax 
Adele, the school’s marketing 
and communications special-
ist.

Potential new Davies fresh-
men will be able to tour the 
school online and visit its 
various career path programs 
during the virtual tour from 6 
to 8 p.m., according to Adele.

Information on the night 
can be found on the Davies 
website at daviestech.org.

Davies requires students to 
complete an entrance exam as 
part of registering and those 
exams will be held in-person 
at the school on Nov. 14, Nov. 
21, Dec. 5 and Jan. 9 for the 
2021-22 school year.
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